
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

September 24, 2013 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:09 p.m. on Tuesday, September 24, 2013, at the Parkhurst 
School. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey  
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman   
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent  
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 
Mr. Schindelman announced there will be a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on October 20th at 
3:00 p.m. at the new Vinson Owen Elementary School.  All community members are 
invited to attend. 
 
Ongoing tours of Winchester High School are currently underway.  Interested community 
members may reserve a date and time at: winchesterhsproject.com. 
 

Student Representative 
 

Angela Zheng announced that the open house at the high school was a huge success.  A 
new recycling system at the high school called Zero Sort is being implemented 
encouraging all students and staff to participate. 
 

Public Comment 
None 
 

Announcement of Winchester High School Named a National Blue Ribbon School 
 

Recently the U.S. Secretary of Education recognized 286 schools as the 2013 cohort of 
National Blue Ribbon Schools, based on their overall academic excellence or the 
progress in improving student achievement.  Winchester High School was one of 53 high 
schools across the country named as a Blue Ribbon School.  Winchester High School was 
recognized as an exemplary high performing school, the only high school in 
Massachusetts with the exemplary high performing designation.   
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Request from Winchester Soccer Club for Lighting on Ciarcia Field 
 

The Superintendent received a letter from Charlie Stackhouse, President of the 
Winchester Soccer Club requesting the possibility of adding temporary lighting to either 
Ciarcia or Knowlton Field.  The request was to use the lights on Monday thru Friday 
evenings until 9:30 p.m. at the latest.  The request is to begin using them as soon as 
possible and to remove the temporary lights on or about November 15th.   
 
Mr. Kip Garlow, a representative from the Winchester Soccer Club, was present to 
answer questions the Committee may have regarding the request.  Mr. Garlow stated that 
it would be a great opportunity for the youth soccer players to practice for their weekend 
games, as darkness comes earlier each week.  The reason for the Soccer Club’s request 
was due to their loss of use of a field in Medford. 
 
The School Committee had many questions that included insurance, who would be 
responsible for the operation of the lights, dynamics of scheduling, disturbance to 
abutters, and the lateness the children would be playing during the evening.  Mr. Linskey 
pointed out the School Committee does not have a policy for such requests and the 
Committee needs to be clear with their expectations and standards for the children.  
 
It was decided that a Public Hearing would be scheduled for October 8th at 6:30 p.m.   A 
mailing informing the abutters of the Public Hearing regarding the request for lighting on 
Ciarcia Field would go out as soon as possible.  After the Public Hearing takes place the 
School Committee will discuss the request further. 

 
2013 MCAS and State Accountability Report 

 
Assistant Superintendent Jennifer Elineema provided the Committee with a report on the 
results of the 2013 MCAS and state Accountability status.  District strengths includes 
overall student achievement is much higher than the state average, the overall student 
growth is higher than the state average, Winchester is meetings and exceeding targets in 
many areas, more students are moving into the advanced category in many areas, and  we 
are seeing growth in focus areas that we have been working on. 
 
Dr. Elineema pointed out the strengths and overall achievement in English Language 
Arts, Mathematics, and Science as well as the overall district growth in English Language 
Arts, and Mathematics.   
 
Areas to focus on include:  Achievement gap between “all students” and the DESE 
designated “high Needs” sub-group (a group comprised of:  Special Education, ELL and 
former ELL and Low Income).  In some areas the state is closing the achievement gap 
with the high needs sub-group and Winchester is not. 
 
Our next steps include further MCAS analysis, triangulation of data with other data 
points, implementation of goals, targeted analysis followed by targeted assistance, special 
education program evaluation, ISSPs for individual students, school-specific detailed 
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presentations at each school within the next month, embedded district specifics as 
applicable in on-going presentations, and common assessments.   
 
Mr. Nixon is interested in the trends in Winchester as well as the state level.  He would 
also like a discussion about differentiated instruction.  His question – Is this the right 
approach moving forward?  Ms. Bohne questioned how much weight was given to 
MCAS and she wants to make the community aware of the data points and what they 
mean.   
 
Mr. McAlduff talked briefly about a trial assessment being initiated by the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education called PARCC.  More information about PARCC 
will be provided at the next meeting. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 

Enrollment Update 
The Superintendent reviewed the enrollment figures for K-12 indicating over the last two 
weeks there has been very minor changes.  The next report provided to the Committee 
will include the enrollment figures of October 1st, which may be skewed given that  
redistricting occurred in September. 
 
Fall Town Meeting Warrant 
The Superintendent indicated that the purpose of a warrant article is to secure the funding 
for the year one (FY14) costs of approved School Committee-WEA settlements.  The 
Superintendent did confirm with the Town Manager that the same process will be used as 
in the past which is through the Personnel Advisory Board.   
 
High School Building Project Update  
High School tours are available to residents and interested residents may go on line and 
sign up for a scheduled tour at www.winchesterhsproject.com.  On October 2nd the 
MSBA Executive Board will be voting on the schematic design.   
 
Draft of 2014-2015 School Calendar 
The basic school calendar for the 2014-2015 school year was provided for the School 
Committee to review.  Further discussion on the basic calendar will take place at the next 
meeting. 
 
Campaign Finance Guide 
Provided in the School Committee packet was the Campaign Finance Guide in 
preparation for the high school ballot question. 
 
Transportation Update 
Each year the transportation office adjusts “beginning of the year” transportation issues. 
John Danizio, Director of Finance, provided a detailed description of the changes 
proposed to alleviate the issues particularly at the Muraco and Vinson Owen Schools. 
 

http://www.winchesterhsproject.com/
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Acceptance of Gifts 
 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with gratitude $1,500 from the John 
   and Mary Murphy Foundation for the Multicultural 
   Fair at Muraco School. 
  
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with gratitude the funds of $12,000 
   from the John and Mary Murphy Foundation to 
   support the implementation of the Destination  
   Imagination Program for all the elementary schools.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approval the minutes of January 22, 2013, 
   February 5, 2013, February 12, 2013, March 5, 2013, 
   and March 19, 2013 as included in the packet. 
 

School Committee Reports 
 
 Mr. Nixon reported on ADA indicating that he has met with the Superintendent 
regarding the request for a multi-year plan.   
 
Mr. Schindelman reminded the Committee that Senator Jehlen along with the School 
Committee will be co-sponsoring an education forum on September 25th at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Winchester Public Library. 
 
Mr. Verdicchio reported on the North Main Street traffic report that she shared with the 
Board of Selectmen. The Board of Selectmen was fine with the School Committee’s 
recommendations.  There were no plans for funding changes at this time. 
 
 

Next Meeting Dates 
 

The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for October 8, and October 22nd. 
 

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 p.m. 
 
 



 
William H. McAlduff, Jr. 
 
    
 
 
 
   

Document List 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 
Press Release – WHS National Blue 
Ribbon School 

William H. McAlduff, Jr. 9/24, 2013 

MCAS Results 2013 Jennifer Elineema 9/23/13 
Enrollment Reports William H. McAlduff, Jr. 9/20/13 
Letter to Parents Re: Transportation 
Routes 

William H. McAlduff, Jr. 9/24/13 
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