
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

September 10, 2013 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:11 p.m. on Tuesday, September 10, 2013, at the Parkhurst 
School. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey  
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman   
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent (Arrived at 7:54 p.m.) 
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 

Public Comment 
None 
 

Opening of School Report 
 

The 2013-2014 school year officially opened on September 3rd with the return of staff.  
Staff reported to their school in the morning to work individually and with teams and 
departments.  An annual staff meeting was held at 11:00 a.m. in the high school 
auditorium followed by a luncheon served in the high school cafeteria.  Staff then 
returned to their buildings at 12:45 for faculty meetings with principals.  AT the all staff 
assembly Superintendent McAlduff announced the two newest members of the 30 Year 
Club.  This is an annual tradition honoring staff beginning their 30th year of service to the 
Winchester Public Schools.  The members of the 30 Year Club are given a polo tee shirt 
that demonstrates the school colors with the insignia “30 Year Club.”  This year the two 
new members were support staff; Joyce Hart, Administrative Assistant at the Lincoln 
Elementary School, and Janet Andrews, Teaching Assistant at the Lynch Elementary  
School.  
 
Students first day of school was September 4th.  The 2013-2014 opening was a very 
smooth and successful one.  Mr. McAlduff thanked all the administrators, administrative 
assistants and clerical staff for their work in making the start so successful.  Mr. 
McAlduff also thanked the custodian and maintenance staff who did an excellent job 
getting the schools ready.  He also thanked the head custodians and their staff, Jay Gill, 
Peter Lawson, and John Danizio. 
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The Superintendent outlined the many facilities projects that took place over the summer 
months including Vinson Owen, the Lynch bathroom and classroom conversion project, 
the Muraco ramp project, the McCall gas conversion project, and the Ambrose light 
sensor project. 
 
The staffing update included a total of 93 staffing moves, 16 of which were current staff 
taking on different positions, 65 involved professional positions, and 28 of the staff 
changes involved support positions.  The changes are a result of filling newly established 
positions, retiree vacancies, filling vacancies due to resignations and staff moving to 
different positions. 
 
The Superintendent provided the most receive enrollment update at each of the schools.  
 
The Superintendent announced an open house for the new Vinson Owen School being 
held on October 20th at 3:00 p.m.  Residents and citizens were invited to attend.    
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 

A group of former parents of Vinson Owen students along with a former student spoke 
about the former principal of the Vinson Owen school who for 25 years demonstrated 
significant contributions and dedication to the high standards of public education.  Their 
request was in support of naming the Library Media Center at the new Vinson Owen 
Elementary School after Dr. Clare Corcoran.   
 
The Superintendent was in full support of honoring the first principal of the Vinson Owen 
Elementary School.  To his knowledge there is no other school space named in honor of a 
person.  Because this is the first time a space in a school would be named after a person 
Mr. McAlduff reviewed the Town Charter as well as checking with the Committee on 
Names (naming parks, schools, building or a field).  Working with the Town Clark on 
this matter it was determined there is nothing in the Town Charter regarding naming a 
space in a school building.  The School Committee does not have a policy on naming a 
space in a school and the Superintendent recommended the School Committee put 
together a policy that would address this issue.   Mr. Schindelman has reviewed policy 
language from other districts which he would share with Committee members at the next 
meeting.  Mr. Nixon suggested the School Committee waive the number of readings for 
this policy in light of the timing of the Open House. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED that the Chairman of the School Committee 
   investigate and bring back a recommendation to the 
   Committee regarding a policy.  Also the consensus 
   is that the Committee on Names review this prior to any 
   School Committee vote.  
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Special Education Program Update 
 

The Superintendent provided the School Committee with a detailed description of the 
three new specialized learning centers that the Committee approved for the 2013-2014 
school year.  Also provided to the School Committee was a description of all programs as 
well as enrollment data for the three new programs.  Superintendent McAlduff took the 
opportunity to announce the appointment of the interim Director of Pupil Services, 
Marlaine Potter.  Ms. Potter brings a tremendous amount of knowledge to the position.   
 
An internal Special Education review was last completed in 2005 and as a result of that 
review there were some major changes in the program.  There are plans for another 
internal Special Education audit and the Superintendent will discuss the funding for the 
review at a future meeting.   
 

School Committee Discussion: Main Street Transportation Corridor Study 
 

Per the Board of Selectmen a Main Street (Route 38) Transportation Corridor Study was 
completed by Fay, Spofford & Thornkine (FST).  Since the study impacts the school 
community Board member Susan Verdicchio inquired as to the feasibility of the School 
Committee providing feedback regarding some of the recommendations in the report.  
 
Mr. Verdicchio reported that the study focuses on North Main Street that includes 
intersections being used by students.  Ms. Verdicchio pointed out the low ratings by FST 
for certain crosswalks.  Some short term changes could be made for a cost of $10,000-
$15,000 and provide safe alternatives for walkers.  
 
There was a discussion regarding the Bellino Park crosswalk with recommendations on 
what could be changed to make the crosswalk safer for walkers.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee  
 
   Moved that the Winchester School Committee agrees 
   with and strongly supports the findings and recommendation 
   set forth in the report dated August,  2013 by Fay, Spofford & 
   Thorndike, Engineers, entitled “Main Street (Route 38) 
   Transportation Corridor Study” (the “Study”) and respectfully 
   requests the Board of Selectmen and other appropriate Town 
   Officers to begin implementation of the measures and  
   improvements outlines in the Executive Summary, Immediate/ 
   Short-Term Improvements (1-3 years) pages v-vii to the cross-  
   walks at 955 Main St./Hemingway St. and 1021 Main St./ 
   Sheridan Circle and the Main Street (Route 38)/Swanton  
   Street/Water Street intersection.  Further the Committee is  
   requesting the Board of Selectmen evaluate the portion to  
   move the Bellino Park crosswalk to the Main Street to provide  
   a safer crossing. 
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Ms. Bohne asked if the safety officer was in favor of these recommendations.   
 
 
On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee 
 
   VOTED to table the original motion. 
 
The motion passed.  Three votes in the affirmative, one negative (Ms. Verdicchio), and 
one abstained (Mr. Nixon). 
 
Mr. Linskey asked the Assistant Chair and the Superintendent to reach out to the Board 
of Selectmen and school safety officer regarding the changes. 
 

Annual Fall Town Meeting - Deadline for Submission of Warrant Articles 
 

The Superintendent provided information regarding the two ongoing activities that will 
require Town Meeting action.  The first is the funding for the high school project and the 
second is funding of school department contract settlement negotiations with school 
department associations. The Superintendent has had ongoing discussions with the Town 
Manager on this. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to instruct the Superintendent, after consultation 
   with the Town Manager, to forward to the Board of  
   Selectmen by the September 20th deadline, a proposed 
   Warrant Article that seeks funding in the event there are 
   contract agreements in place with the various school unions.  
 

Proposed High School Building Project Update 
 

On August 8, 2013 the final Schematic Design Report for the High School Feasibility 
Study was submitted to the MSBA.  On October 2nd the MSBA Board will meet to make 
a final decision on the project. The Superintendent is expecting a positive outcome at the 
MSBA Board meeting.   
 
Through conversations with Town Hall the Board of Selection is planning to vote to 
schedule a special Town Meeting that might be held on November 4th.  The Town 
Meeting will have the opportunity to approve the funding subject to an override.   
 
Activities are being planned for the public to learn about key aspects of the high school 
project.  Tours of the current high school are being planned to take place on Saturdays.  
You can sign up for a specific time on the website www.winchesterhsproject.com. 
 
 

http://www.winchesterhsproject.com/
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Superintendent’s Report 
 

A major repair at the high school took place over the summer to repair approximately 
20,000 square feet of roof above Pod C, the math wing.  There have been ongoing issues 
of odors of mold.  Over Labor Day weekend after the heavy rain the staff found another 
leak that has been rectified and is now water tight.   
 

Acceptance of Gifts 
 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with deep gratitude a donation in the 
   amount of $18,000 from the John and Mary Murphy 
   Foundation to be used for the McCall Middle School 
   Extracurricular Activities Program. 
 

School Committee Reports 
 

Mr. Schindelman received a request from Senator Patricia Jehlen asking the School 
Committee to co-host a conversation about education reform: “Look Before You Leap: 
Lessons for the Next Wave of Ed Reform From the Last Twenty Years.”  The event is 
scheduled for Wednesday, September 25th from 6-8 p.m. at the Winchester Public 
Library. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to co-host the conversation as outlined in  
   Senator Jehlen’s memorandum about education 
   Reform:  “Look Before You Leap: Lessons for the 
   Next Wave of Ed Reform From the Last Twenty 
   Years.” 
 

Next Meeting Dates 
 

The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for September 24, October 8, and 
October 22nd. 
 

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
William H. McAlduff, Jr. 
 
    



 
 
 
   

Document List 
 

 
Document Author/Presenter Date 

Ten Year Enrollment History  William H. McAlduff, Jr. 9/6/13 
Memo re:  Co-Sponsor Pat Jehlen Michael Schindelman 9/9/13 
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