
 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

August 9, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was held at 7:05 p.m. on Tuesday, August 9, 2016, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Bohne, Chair  

Ms. Verdicchio, Vice-Chair  

Mr. Linskey 

Mr. Nixon  

Mr. Schindelman (arrived at 7:10 p.m.) 

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance 

 

Public Comment 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Policy Subcommittee:  Review of Draft Field Study Policy 

 

Ms. Verdicchio reported that the Subcommittee has reverted back to the name of the 

policy as Field Trips Policy.  Ms. Verdicchio recapped the main goal and reasons for 

reviewing the policy further. Costs for many trips have been increasing and because the 

trips are related to the curriculum, the School Committee wants to be sure students who 

wish to attend are not unable to attend due to the high cost.   The policy subcommittee 

recently met with a group of teachers to understand their perspective on field trips.   

 

Mr. Nixon, a newly joined member of the policy subcommittee, shared some information 

he recently received from the State Ethics Commission.  This recent information gave 

Mr. Nixon pause on voting on the policy at this time.  The policy subcommittee will 

review and edit the suggestions shared at the meeting and bring the policy back to the 

school committee in September for review and a vote. 

 

Discussion of Charter School Ballot Question 

 

Mr. Schindelman stated that in the upcoming elections Ballot Question #2 is addressing 

Charter Schools.  There is a proposal to lift a cap on how many Charter Schools can be 

approved in a given year and how many can operate in the state.  The key issues to 

consider include:  Charter Schools are funded from revenues taken away from local 

districts on a per child basis; questions raised over the years on the Charter Schools 

admission process; and significant evidence that Charter Schools underserve the ELL and 
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special education population.  The decision before the committee it to consider if lifting 

the cap on Charter Schools is better for students in Massachusetts as a whole, and 

Winchester students specifically.  Mr. Schindelman recommended that the committee not 

support lifting the cap and shared that many local school committees have already 

resolved to not support lifting the cap.   

 

Ms. Bohne would like to have some time to learn the community’s feelings regarding 

Charter Schools prior to a vote.  The committee will revisit the subject at a September 

meeting. 

 

Subcommittee and Liaison Assignments 

 

The committee reviewed the School Committee Subcommittee and Liaison Assignments 

and agreed on the list as presented. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Evans thanked the members who were able to attend the high school construction 

tour held earlier in the day. The building is much closer to completion than it was last 

year at this time and things are coming together nicely.  An open house is planned for the 

Thursday before Labor Day, September 1st from 5-7 p.m.   A large number of modular 

classrooms have been installed on site to house a large number of core classroom spaces 

for the last phase of the project, ending in late summer of next year.  

 

Dr. Evans was pleased to announce the hiring of Carolyn Troy, the new Director of 

Counseling, Health and Wellness.  Ms. Troy’s office will be located at Central Office and 

she will be part of the Leadership Team.   

 

 Dr. Evans commended Dr. Elineema for her efforts to coordinate professional 

development over this summer.  Nearly every day there are one or two professional 

development offerings taking place.  Dr. Evans also commended the participating staff 

members who have shown their enthusiasm and excitement for learning and set a great 

example for our students.   

 

The implementation and transition of the new student information system, Aspen, has 

been moving forward, with Sean Walsh working tirelessly to make sure the process runs 

smoothly.  

 

The new school website is in the final stages of preparation and will be up and running 

for the opening of school.   Support staff who will be maintaining the site have been in 

training this week.   

 

Central office has had a wonderful experience hosting the high school administration 

during the summer months due to the high school construction. 

 

The Vinson-Owen classroom fit-outs will be ready for the start of school in September.   

The heat mitigation project at Vinson-Owen is moving along and on schedule.   
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Superintendent’s Goals 2016-2017 

 

Dr. Evans stated that she has made some revisions to her goals from suggestions made at 

previous meetings as well as adding some benchmarks.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the Superintendent’s Goals 

   as presented. 

 

En Ka Society Grant to McCall 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude $5,000 from En Ka Society 

   to provide financial assistance to grade 8 students to 

   participate in the annual Washington DC trip. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the school committee minutes of 

   July 12, 2016 with the edits suggested by Mr. Nixon, 

   and July 26, 2016 as presented. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee 

unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the executive session minutes of 

   July 12, 2016 with the edits suggested by Mr. Nixon, 

   for public file. 

 

Next Meeting Date 

 

The next meeting will be held on August 24, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. and will be a workshop 

for school committee and the leadership team. 

   

 

Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 
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Document Author/Presenter Date 

An Initiative Petition –Charter Schools Mr. Schindelman  8/9/16 

Second Reading Draft – Policy IJOA 

Field Trips 

Ms. Verdicchio 8/9/16 

School Committee Subcommittee and 

Liaison Assignments 

Ms. Verdicchio 8/9/16 

Superintendent’s Goals 2016-2017 Dr. Evans 8/9/16 

EnKa Society, Inc. Grant Application Jorge Goncalves 8/9/16 

School Committee Minutes Freda Canavan 7/12 and 7/26/16 

 


