
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

August 12, 2014 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:10 p.m. on Tuesday, August 12, 2014, at 40 Samoset 
Road, Parkhurst School.  
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey   
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman   
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent (absent) 
Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent  
John Danizio, Director of Finance 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Ian Phillips of Manchester Road spoke about a letter to the Field Management Committee 
regarding the proposed lighting on Manchester Field.  The letter was from neighbors who 
both endorsed and opposed the lighting proposal.  A recommendation to the Field 
Management Committee was to have a policy in place prior to voting on the matter.  
Questions around who would be using the lights and when, energy costs, life span, 
security, additional use of the fields and upkeep costs were presented for consideration.  
The neighbors felt that one public meeting was not sufficient in making such a decision.  

 
Approve the FY16 Capital Plan Ranking 

 
At the last School Committee meeting Committee members reviewed the five year capital 
plan that was submitted to the Capital Planning Committee.  Committee members agreed 
to individually rank the FY16 projects and have the administration compile the results.   
 
The Committee members discussed the current year request and priority ranking agreeing 
that school safety and the Master Plan should be included in the ranking list combining 
the estimated costs. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the proposed FY16 Capital Planning 
   Ranking list with the change that the first item will 
   include a school safety study for the elementary and 
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   middle schools and that both will be in the updated 
   facility Master Safety Plan with the estimated 
   cost to vary with the remaining listed as provided 
   by John Danizio.    (check vote to DVD) 
 

FY14 End of Year Financial Report 
 

Mr. Danizio reported on the end of year report on the FY14 School Department operating 
budget.  The final unspent amount that will be “turned back”, reverted or closed to the 
general fund for FY14 is $7,139 which has been verified by the Town Comptroller. 
 
Mr. Danizio also reported on both state and federal grants totaling $1,067,368 indicating 
the grant source, grant amounts, and programs supported in FY14.  Mr. Danizio also 
reported on the Revolving Accounts indicating these accounts closed with a positive 
balance.   
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 

In Superintendent McAlduff’s absence Mr. Nixon provided the information.  Enrollment 
data provided at the last School Committee meeting along with the current data allowed 
Mr. McAlduff to make the decision to staff an additional fourth Grade 1 section at the 
Lincoln School which will bring the average class size down from 24 to 18.  Mr. 
McAlduff will continue to update the Committee on enrollment. 
 
Mr. Nixon provided an outline of the timeline for the week prior to the first day of school 
for Winchester High School students and staff.  Mr. Danizio reported on the technology 
infrastructure partnership with WFEE and the work that have been completed over the 
summer including replacing switches, adding new switches and adding wireless 
connectivity.  Dr. Elineema reported on the professional development with teachers on 
specific Apps, Google virtual classrooms and Gmail to name a few.   
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept the minutes of April 8, 29, and 
   May 7, 2014 as presented. 
 

Acceptance of Gifts 
 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with gratitude the gift from the John and 
   Mary Murphy Foundation in the amount of $5750 for a before 

School program at the Muraco School called “Wake Up and 
Go, Muraco.” 



 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with gratitude the contribution from    
   EnKa Society in the amount of $5000 for the purchase 
   of 20 two-way radios. 
 

Next Meeting Dates 
 
The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for September 9 and 23. 
 

Roll Call Vote 
 

A roll call vote was taken with all five members. 
 

Executive Session 
 

An Executive Session took place for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining 
strategies and potential litigation.  The Committee reconvened in public session only the 
purposes of adjournment. 
  

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m. 
 
 
 
Alfreda Canavan 
Secretary to the School Committee 
 
 

Document List 
 

 
Document Author/Presenter Date 

FY2014 Year End Report John Danizio 8/12/14 
Questions Regarding Capital Planning 

Items 
Susan Verdicchio 8/7/14 

School Committee 
Subcommittee/Subcommittee 

Assignments Spring 2014 

Mr. Nixon 8/12/14 
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