
 

 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

July 25, 2017 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:12 p.m. on July 25, 2017, at 40 Samoset Road, 

Winchester, MA, at the Parkhurst School. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Nixon, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne (Absent) 

Mr. Linskey  

Ms. Bergstrom  

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent (Absent) 

Ellen Whittemore, Director of Finance and Operations 

 

Public Comment 

 

Michelle Lee, 18 Summer Street, spoke in opposition to the proposed Swim Winchester 

project at Skillings Field.  She cited concerns about neighborhood flooding, traffic, 

changing neighborhood feel, noise, light pollution, and decreased property values.  She 

also expressed concern for student safety and financial risk.  She encouraged the school 

committee not to support pool construction at Skillings. 

 

Kerry Downey, 1 Winter Street, spoke in opposition to the proposed Swim Winchester 

pool project at Skillings Field.  She questioned the report that recommended the site, 

whether this is a right location, and suggested a third party-review.  She expressed 

concerns about the safety of neighborhood children (many very young) due to increase 

traffic.  

 

Gina Bronson, 2 Tremont Street, suggested an alternative pool site would be better than 

the location at Skillings Field.  She requested a peer review from an unaffiliated third 

party.  She is concerned about environmental issues, field fill and health risks.  She 

reminded the committee that the field management committee is studying field use in 

town and urged the committee to wait until this report is completed to render a decision. 

 

Allison Sarno, 14 Winter Street, expressed concern about flooding due to the increased 

impermeable surfaces, concern about property values, and construction.  She would like 

the pool to be located in a different place.  

 

Sue Carney spoke about her continued concerns about possible recurrence of very severe 

flooding in the neighborhood and FEMA sign-off related to the flood area. 
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Swim Winchester Presentation 

 

Catherin Curtis and Gary Coccoluto spoke on behalf of Swim Winchester related to a 

request for testing of the proposed site of a pool project on the northeast corner of 

Skillings.  Ms. Curtis presented advantages and concerns about the location, including a 

discussion of parking and site conditions.  Grants from community organizations have 

been obtained to support the cost of site testing needed to assess environmental and 

building concerns.  Swim Winchester is asking the school committee to approve 

geotechnical testing on the site.  Mr. Coccoluto spoke about the testing needed to assess 

soil conditions.  After a paper review of previous site environmental testing, geotechnical 

boring will be taken under the proposed pool area to assess soil conditions and the 

capacity of the soil to support the proposed structure. The group needs information to 

determine the site conditions and their impact on the costs of design and construction to 

determine whether the site if financially viable for the proposed pool.  

 

Mr. Nixon asked how many borings they needed to do and Mr. Coccoluto said one or 

two.  Mr. Nixon also noted zoning required a building setback from the lot line and 

requested that the group and its engineers agree all equipment and borings would be 

within the setback away from the lot line.  Chair Verdicchio asked the group to provide 

more information about the proposed testing and not votes were taken. 

 

District Goals and Improvement Plans:  2017-2018 

 

The school committee discussed with the superintendent the district goals and 

improvement plans for the 2017-2018 school year.  The following suggested revisions to 

the draft were discussed: 

 

 Elimination of 2(ii) 1 due to the specificity of the recommendation. 

 Clarifying 5 (a) to make it clearer that the intent is to both begin World 

Language study in grade 6 and add a non-western language. 

 In goal 7, add specificity to the inclusion language related to categories of 

students and families. 

 

Superintendent’s Goals for 2017-2018 

 

The committee discussed the superintendent’s draft goals for 2017-2018.  A suggestion 

was made to revise district improvement Goal 2 to align with the district goal language.  

No votes were taken. 

 

School Facilities Master Plan 

 

The committee discussed Flansburgh Architects’ draft WPS School Facilities Master Plan 

and agreed to vote to accept the plan with the understanding that minor edits were likely 

needed before the final version was to be published. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the draft Winchester Public Schools 
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   Facilities Master Plan, as presented by Flansburgh 

   Architects, with minor corrections and edits as needed. 

 

Superintendent’s Amended Contract 

 

Each year the school committee votes to approve an amendment to the superintendent’s 

contract to provide for a contractual salary increase. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the amendment to the superintendent’s 

   contract for 2017-2018, as presented. 

 

Muraco School Parents’ Association Gift Approval 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve a gift of $3,000 from the Muraco  

   School Parents’ Association for the purchase of 

   flexible furniture. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes of July 11, 2017, 

   as amended. 

 

Approval of Amended Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to revise previously approved minutes for 

   the meeting of February 28, 2017, with the italicized  

   bold text replacing the deleted paragraph. 

 

Approval of Amended Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve amended minutes for the meeting 

   of March 23, 2017 that has been previously approved. 

 

Approval of Gift from Ambrose Parents’ Association 

 

The committee reviewed a time-sensitive request from the Ambrose School Parents’ 

Association related to the school play area and equipment, which would best be made 

during the summer school vacation.   This agenda item was not known at the time the 
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meeting was posted.  Chair Verdicchio stated she had been contacted by the Ambrose 

Parents’ Association earlier in the day of the meeting with a cost estimate of $15,000 to 

$18,000 for the needed repairs.  The association offered to fund the needed repairs and to 

coordinate the project with the Department of Public Works. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept a gift from the Ambrose Parents’ 

   Association to fund play area repairs. 

 

Chair Report 

No report was presented. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

The superintendent provided a brief update on the status of district hiring. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

 

No items were presented. 

 

Next Meeting Dates 

 

The next meeting dates are August 31 (dinner workshop), September 12, and September 

26. 

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

    VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Judith A. Evans, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Swim Winchester public comment letters Neighborhood Residents  7/25/17 

Letter from Swim Winchester to the School 

Committee 

Catherine Curtis 7/3/17 

Draft District Goals and Improvement Plan Judith Evans 7/25/17 

Draft Superintendent’s Goals for 2017-2018 Judith Evans 7/25/17 

Superintendent’s Contract Amendment Susan Verdicchio 7/25/17 
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Draft Minutes of 7/11/17 Judith Evans 7/25/17 

Draft Revised Minutes of 2/28/17 Susan Verdicchio 7/25/17 

Draft Revised Minutes of 3/23/17 Susan Verdicchio 7/25/17 

 


