
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

July 12, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was held at 7:05 p.m. on Tuesday, July 12, 2016, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Bohne, Chair  

Ms. Verdicchio, Vice-Chair  

Mr. Linskey 

Mr. Nixon  

Mr. Schindelman  

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent (absent) 

John Danizio, Director of Finance 

Sean Walsh, Director of Personnel 

 

 

Public Comment 

 

Mr. Skinder, President of the WEA, joined the meeting requesting the school committee 

delay their vote tonight on the Field Study/Travel Policy to allow teachers to meet and 

make recommendations on the policy based on their experiences.   

 

 

Joint Statement from the School Committee and the WEA Administrative Assistant 

Bargaining Team 

 

Mr. Nixon was pleased to announce the WEA Administrative Assistants bargaining team 

and the Winchester School Committee bargaining team have reached a tentative 

agreement on a multi-year contract for the 2016-2017 through 2018-2019 school years.  

Mr. Nixon provided the details of the agreement including wage adjustments, increases in 

longevity and concessions in emergency leave, vacation, personal business leave and sick 

leave buy-back.   

 

The WEA Administrative Assistants Unit ratified this tentative agreement on July 11th 

and Mr. Nixon requested the School Committee do so as well.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee unanimously 

 

  VOTED to approve the new collective bargaining agreement with 

  the WEA administrative assistants for the 2016-2017 through 

  2018-2019 school years as presented. 
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School Committee Calendar 2016-2017 

 

Dr. Evans shared the 2016-2017 proposed school committee meeting dates, with 

members agreeing on the schedule. 

 

Superintendent’s Goals: 2016-2017 

 

Dr. Evan’s shared her draft goals for the 2016-2017, which are in line with the educator 

evaluation system.  The goals, along with key actions, included one Professional Practice 

Goal, one Student Learning Goal, and two District Improvement Goals.    

 

Several recommendations and feedback from the committee were made for the 

superintendent to adjust and include in her goals.   

 

Update of Projected Enrollment:  2016-2017 

 

Dr. Evans reviewed the projected enrollments for the 2016-2017 core classrooms in 

grades K-5 as of July 5, 2016.  The middle school enrollment is projected at 1,132, the 

high school enrollment is projected at 1,258 for a total student in-district of 4,480.   

 

Update on WPS ADA Projects 

 

Dr. Evans reported that she received an email from Anne Kostos stating that she had met 

with the Disability Access Commission and that they voted to support the hearing loop 

system with monies for installation to come from the town’s ADA Transition Plan funds.  

They are waiting for further action from the school committee on next steps. 

 

Mr. Nixon stated that at a recent school committee meeting ADA priorities were 

discussed and he described the exterior ramp at McCall was rated as a high priority and 

Ms. Kostos was going to be meeting with the DAC to get their sense if whether or not 

they would support a waiver for the McCall ramp.  The ramp work is estimated to cost 

approximately $25,000 or more.  DAC has not made a judgment at this time. 

 

Mr. Nixon provided the school committee with a draft list of ADA project priorities from 

Anne Kostos dated July 12, 2016.  He noted that the McCall ramp and the high school 

loop system were not included. The town and school ADA projects added up to $127,550 

and project funding is typically funded at $125,000 per year.  Anne Kostos estimated the 

cost of the loop system to be in the range of $10,000.  This would drive the total project 

costs to $137,550 which means other items on the list would have to be eliminated.    

 

Partial Hearing Loop System 

 

Dr. Evans shared the quote from Shanahan regarding the scope of work for a partial loop 

system in the high school auditorium.  The partial loop is planned for the front left and 

right of the auditorium.  Dr. Evans checked with Bob Deering, Chair of the EFPBC, to 

see if it would be appropriate for the EFPBC to reconsider this and he said that EFPBC 

had already voted to defer it until the end of the project to know whether there would be 
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sufficient funding to install a partial loop.  In order to install the partial loop sooner than 

later it is appropriate to have another source of funding.  The cost would be around 

$10,000. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee  

 

  VOTED that the school committee approve the installation of 

  a partial inductive hearing loop system as presented with 

  appropriate signage and other work as required.   

 

The vote was four yes, and one no (Mr. Schindelman).  The motion passed.  

 

Ms. Bohne provided the committee with a list of school committee assignments to review 

and asked for anyone interested in serving on either the English Language Arts or 

Guidance Curriculum review to notify her.   

 

Chair Report 

 

There was no chair report.  

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans updated the committee on the personnel summary to date.  The vast majority 

of the open slots have been filled.  Currently Dr. Evans indicated that we are on target to 

meet our budget for personnel. 

 

There was an interview committee meeting held for the Administrator of Counseling, 

Health and Wellness position.  Four qualified candidate were interviewed and we are now 

in the next phase of reference checking and determining who will be asked back for 

another round of interviews.   

 

Dr. Evans shared the agenda for the annual M.A.S.S. Executive Institute.  Dr. Evans will 

be attending the conference beginning today through July 15.   Dr. Evans left the meeting 

to attend the M.A.S.S. Executive Institute. 

 

Dr. Evans left the meeting at 8:15 p.m.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the regular meeting minutes of 

   June 7, 2016. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee 

unanimously  

 

   Voted to approve the minutes of June 21st regular session  
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   and executive session as presented. 

 

Capital Plan Priority List 

 

Mr. Danizio reviewed an updated Current Year Request and Priority Ranking for the 

School Committee Capital Requests.  The committee discussed the rankings and how 

important it is to have the completed Master Plan. After some discussion the rankings 

were finalized as follows: 

 

The final rankings agreed by the committee included: 

 

1. McCall – Gym ceiling replacement 

2. McCall – Classroom conversion design 

3. Muraco – Classroom sink/cabinet unit replacement 

4. Lynch/Muraco – Window replacement – design specs (Lynch or Muraco) 

5. Muraco  - Renew electrical system replacement - design specs  

6. Lincoln - Play field drainage & site renovation 

7. Lynch – Domestic water and heat distribution – replacement 

8. Muraco – Window replacement 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the Capital Priority as just   

   presented by Mr. Danizio  

 

Acceptance of Gift – Ambrose Elementary School Sign 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude the donation from the 

   Ambrose PTO to replace the Ambrose Elementary School  

   sign with a new one as presented. 

 

Mr. Nixon pointed out that the PTO does not need to work with Winchester’s Sign 

Committee for the town’s approval of the school sign as indicated in the memorandum 

from the Ambrose PTO president dated June 20, 2016. 

 

Meeting Dates 

 

The next school committee meeting is scheduled for August 9th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 
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