
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

July 10, 2012 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:06 p.m. on Tuesday, July 10, 2012, in the Lynch 
Elementary School library.  
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne 
Mr. Linskey 
Mr. Nixon 
Mr. Schindelman (Arrived at 7:12 p.m.) 
Ms. Swiger 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Richard Robbat, Interim Assistant Superintendent 
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 

Public Comment 
 

Dr. Patricia Toro of Oak Street asked the Committee if it was possible to provide 
schematics of the redistricting maps to scale.  Dr.  Toro hoped that there would be an 
ongoing discussion in August regarding the Vinson Owen classrooms in the building or 
the extra three classrooms in the out-coming years.  She questioned how enrollment 
numbers would be affected if the all day kindergarten program moves from three days to 
five days a week.  Dr. Toro would also like the Committee to provide goals for 
redistricting in order to assist folks interested in providing alternative redistricting plans.   
 

High School Feasibility Study Update – SMMS Architects 
 
Mr. Ed Frenette from SMMA Architects provided the School Committee with an update 
on the High School Feasibility Study.  The presentation was an overview of the progress 
on the education program and an update on the review of alternative sites.  Some 
highlights are provided below.   
 
Mr. Fernnet indicated that SMMA had narrowed down four sites that could house the 
high school.  The four sites included Lynch, Wright Locke Farm, Skillings Field, and 
West Park land.  All the sites considered were 15 acres.  At the present time their findings 
are 90% complete and should be finalized in mod to late July.   
 
Other areas talked about were the unique academic spaces that would include large group 
instruction, inherent joint use spaces such as academic, community use, cafeteria, gym, a 
medical center, and special community spaces such as a swimming pool, an ice rink, and 
meeting rooms.   



 
The core academic program is focused on curriculum in general and how that translates 
to the type and number of spaces in a school with the enrollment of 1,370 students.   
 
In the peak enrollment year 2020-2021 enrollment projections indicate 1,372 students at 
the high school.   
 
Ms. Bohne indicated that Mr. Deering, chair of the EFPBC, would like to move forward 
with some subcommittees.  Examples the subcommittee might explore include a green 
initiative, sustainability, community usage, a swimming pool and a hockey rink.   
 
Ms. Swiger indicated the importance of the School Committee to understand the cost of 
the programmatic education piece.   
 
Superintendent McAlduff commented that the current work is an exercise looking at the 
current curriculum and space needs.  In the end all the information gathered will be put 
together and compared with the MSBA regulations.  Discussions will then take place on 
how we will bridge the gap.   
 
Mr. Linskey ended the presentation by stating that there is still opportunity to provide 
input and get involved.  Mr. Linskey was in favor of forming subcommittees.   
 

Interim End-of-Year Financial Report 
 

Superintendent McAlduff indicated the close of the FY12 “Unencumbered Balance” is 
expected to be $17,379.  He thanked Director of Finance John Danizio for his efforts 
during the year.   
 

Update on State FY13 Budget 
 

Superintendent McAlduff noted that the joint House/Senate Budget conference 
Committee has finished its work and reported out a recommended FY13 State Budget.  
Both the Senate and the House approved the Conference Committee’s proposed FY13 
budget last week.  Chapter 70 and local aid to Winchester remain the same as previously 
reported.   
 
The Conference Committee supported the Senate’s version for fully funding Circuit 
Breaker reimbursement at the statutory level of 75%.   
 
 

Summer Meeting Dates 
 

The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for August 14, 2012, and August 28, 
2012. 
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Executive Session 
 
An Executive Session was held for the purpose of discussing strategy for collective 
bargaining and contract negotiations for non-union employees.  The School Committee 
would reconvene to regular session only for the purposes of adjournment. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
    
 
   
William H. McAlduff, Jr.  
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