
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

June 21, 2018 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 2:35 p.m. on June 21, 2018, at the Parkhurst School, 

40 Samoset Road, Winchester, MA. 

 

Present: 

Mr. Nixon, Chair  

Ms. Bergstrom, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Verdicchio 

Ms. Marchant 

Mr. Vernaglia 

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent   

Ellen Whittemore, Director of Finance of Operations  

 

Mr. Nixon stated that due to an improper posting of the June 19 meeting discovered that 

morning, today’s meeting agenda was scheduled to cover some time-sensitive matters.  

All other agenda items for the planned June 19 meeting will be placed on an agenda for 

future meetings. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Rachael Phillips of Manchester Road requested that the minutes of the May 22 School 

Committee meeting be amended to fully reflect her public comments.  After the May 22 

meeting, Dr. Evans communicated by email to Ms. Phillips that it is not required to 

include a full transcript of public comments, but that her comments could be added into 

the list of documents. Ms. Phillips found this unacceptable.  Ms. Phillips provided a 

transcript of today’s comments to the committee for School Committee record. 

 

Review Open Meeting Law Complaint 

 

Mr. Nixon stated that on June 4 the School Committee received an Open Meeting Law 

complaint.  The School Committee discussed whether to respond on their own behalf or 

delegate School Committee counsel to respond. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Mr. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to delegate the School Committee counsel to 

   respond to the allegation.  

 



 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mr. Nixon spoke to the committee’s past practice of providing edits to the minutes.  

Corrections to indicate minor typos may be emailed in advance to the recording secretary, 

Dr. Evans, and the chair.  More substantive changes should be emailed to the chair and 

superintendent for review in advance of the meeting to approve minutes.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes of April 3, 2018, 

   as amended. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Mr. Vernaglia, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes of April 10, 2018, 

   as amended. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes of April 30, 2018, 

   as amended. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes of May 8, 2018, 

   as amended. 

 

Approval of the May 18, 2018 joint meeting minutes of the Select Board and School 

Committee will be reviewed at the next School Committee meeting.  Committee 

members had questions regarding joint meeting minutes and requested reviewing the 

Select Board minutes prior to voting. 

 

Prior to voting the minutes of May 22, 2018 the committee discussed Ms. Phillips’s 

request to amend the meeting minutes of May 22 to include (in the body of the minutes 

themselves) her public comments.  Mr. Nixon shared that it was not the practice of the 

committee to have transcripts of public comments included in the body of the minutes 

themselves.  The May 22 minutes are consistent with what has been done in the past, and 

written comments from speakers, when provided, are always included as a noted 

document in the minutes.  Dr. Evans suggested including a statement that indicates 

attachments from the minutes are available to those interested by contacting the central 

office.  

 

 On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes of May 22, 2018, 

   as amended. 

 



 

 

McCall Phase I Update 

 

 

 Dr. Evans reported that the three new classrooms for the McCall Middle School Phase I 

project are nearing completion.  She reported that due to a flood in the building stone 

factory where the materials are made, a substitute product (Arriscraft) would be used.  

The substitute product is available, allowing the project to be completed as anticipated. 

 

Dr. Evans reported that Dr. Elineema has been monitoring, and will continue to monitor, 

the technology needs of Phase II of the McCall Middle School project.   

 

Ms. Verdicchio asked about ADA requirements for Phase II of the project.  Dr. Elineema 

indicated that a sound lift digital hearing aid system is being considered for the six new 

classrooms. 

 

Next Meeting Dates 

 

The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for July 10 and 24, 2018.  Mr. Nixon 

asked if members might be available for a day meeting.   He will send out a poll to 

members to provide their availability. 

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 3:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Public Comment Rachael Phillips 6/21/18 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Documents used during School Committee meetings are available at the 

Superintendent’s office, upon request.   


