
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

June 20, 2019 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 9:30 a.m. on June 20, 2019, at Parkhurst School, 

School Committee Meeting Room, 40 Samoset Road, Winchester, MA 

 

Present: 

Ms. Bergstrom, Chair  

Mr. Vernaglia, Vice-Chair 

Ms. Marchant  

Mr. Nixon  

Ms. Maruyama Bolognese 

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant (Absent) 

Ellen Whittemore, Director of Finance and Operations  

 

Executive Session 

 

Prior to the regular session of the school committee, the committee met in Executive 

Session for the purposes of discussing strategy related to union (Units B, C, and D) and 

non-union (superintendents) contracts, since to do so in open session has been deemed 

detrimental to bargaining. 

 

Open Session 

 

The open session of the school committee convened at 9:54 a.m.  Ms. Bergstrom spoke 

on behalf of the school committee expressing sympathy to the parents and family of 

Arsen Cunnigham, a graduating senior at Winchester High School, who passed away on 

June 13th.   

 

 

EFPBC Appointment 

 

The EFPBC has a vacancy for an Architect that is a joint appointment of the Select Board 

and School Committee.  Mr. Mark Scott is a three-year resident of Winchester with two 

children, one currently a student at Ambrose.  Mr. Scott provided a brief overview of his 

experience and highlighted a recent project where he was the design architect for two 

new schools and a community complex for the City of Cambridge.  Committee members 

had an opportunity to ask questions regarding his experience.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Mr. Vernaglia, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to appoint Mark Scott to the EFPBC.      
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A roll call vote was taken:  Mr. Nixon, Ms. Marchant, Ms. Bergstrom, Mr. 

Vernaglia, and Ms. Maruyama Bolognese.   

 

Public Comment 

 

As part of public comment, Ms. Bergstrom shared a letter from two students from the 

Lincoln Elementary School, Leo Gannon and Bodhi Comeau, who shared their desire and 

reasons for wanting a turf field at their school.   The letter will be placed on file as a 

school committee document.   

 

Mike Bettencourt, the Vice-Chair of the Select Board, thanked the committee for their 

involvement in public service. He has watched previous school committee meetings with 

impromptu discussions regarding the engineer vacancy on the Education Facilities 

Planning and Building Committee (EFPBC).  The vacancy is a joint board appointment 

with the school committee and select board.  Mr. Bettencourt expressed his concern for 

the need to have policy and procedure guidelines in place when EFPBC vacancies occur. 

 

Vote on Union Contracts 

 

Dr. Evans indicated that the Unit A teacher contract was settled some time ago that 

allowed for budget planning for the FY2020 school year.  Unit B (Administrative 

Assistants), Unit C (Education Support Professional) formerly Teacher Assistants, and 

Unit D (Special Education Supervisor), recently ratified contract agreements for 2019-

2022.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement 

   of the WEA for Unit B, Administrative Assistants, for 2019- 

   2022, as presented.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee unanimously 

 

VOTED to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement of 

the WEA for Unit C, Education Support Professionals, for 

2019-2022, as presented. 

 

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement of the 

WEA for Unit D, Special Education Supervisors), for 2019-

2022, as presented. 
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Vote on Non-Union Contract 

 

Ms. Bergstrom thanked Dr. Evans for all her hard work over the last year, especially on 

the override.  Ms. Marchant highlighted a list a accomplishments Dr. Evans 

accomplished over the past year that included the new school start time, the commitment 

to provide a before and after school program district-wide, her work on the MCIEA, and 

hiring two highly qualified principals, one at McCall and an interim at Lynch.  She also 

commended her leadership and the strength of her leadership team. Mr. Vernaglia 

mentioned the superintendent’s recent positive evaluation and looks forward to continue 

working with her. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the 2019-2020 3.5% salary increase 

   for the superintendent. 

 

A roll call vote was taken – Mr. Nixon, Ms. Marchant, Ms. Bergstrom, Mr. 

Vernaglia, and Ms. Marauyama Bolognese. 

 

Approval of Gift – Winchester High School Parent Faculty Association 

 

The Winchester High School Parent Faculty Association (WHSPFA) donated a gift in the 

amount of $5,750.  The WHSPFA sets aside $750 each year for scholarships needs and 

$5,000 for discretionary needs.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept, with gratitude, a gift in the amount 

   of $5,750 from the WHSPFA, as presented. 

 

 

Approval of Gift – Ambrose 5th Grade Students and Parents 

 

The Ambrose 5th grade students and parents donated a gift in the amount of $588 for a 

bicycle rack. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Ms. Maruyama Bolognese, the committee 

unanimously 

   VOTED to accept, with gratitude, a gift in the amount of  

$588 from the Ambrose 5th grade students and parents, as 

presented.  

 

Disposal of Surplus Property 

 

Ms. Whittemore asked for permission to dispose of approximately 30 televisions and 37 

desktop computers, which are obsolete and identified as surplus property.  Ms. 
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Whittemore also asked for permission to exercise her discretion with any other materials 

that are broken and beyond repair to be disposed of. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously   

 

   VOTED to declare certain surplus property, which have 

   become obsolete, and no longer have useful life, as surplus 

   for disposal and gave the Director of Finance and Operations 

   discretion to dispose of broken furniture over the summer 

   months as she sees fit.   

 

Update on Extended School Year Care 

 

Kidsborough has held open houses at each of the four elementary schools where the 

program will be offered, along with a general open house at the high school.  The Lynch 

Elementary School currently has an existing after-school program that will continue for 

the 2019-2020 school year.  The Muraco Elementary School has an existing after-school 

program that is run by the PFA and will share space with Kidsborough.  Kidsborough is 

working to identify staff, a district manager, and a site coordinator, and after gathering 

parent feedback from the open houses, they will be hiring a BCBA for their program. 

 

Dr. Evans added that extended care would also be available on early release days and full 

professional development days.  There are plans to provide a full-year program that will 

include summer care in the future.  It is the intent to work collaboratively with other 

programs in town to complement existing services. 

 

Capital Planning Update 

 

Dr. Evans reported that each year Capital Planning requests a list of capital needs from 

town departments.  The current process is to provide a 3-5 year look-ahead for capital 

needs.    Building principals, DPW, Pete Lawson and Ellen Whittemore have toured the 

schools collecting data for capital request. The committee decided to use last year’s 

process that included having Mr. Lawson, Ms. Whittemore, and Dr. Evans review and 

rank the projects is order of importance. Dr. Evans will provide the committee with the 

prioritized list at the next school committee meeting.    

 

Mr. Nixon shared an update and summary of capital requests town-wide, as well as an 

overview of the last round of capital requests that were funded.  Also provided was a list 

of capital projects for FY2021 and FY2022. 

 

Chair Report 

 

Ms. Bergstrom expressed condolences to the family of Arsen Cunningham, a high school 

senior, who passed away on June 18.   
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Ms. Bergstrom congratulated teachers, students and administrators for a great 2018-2019 

school year.  Lynch Elementary School welcomed Nina Cullen-Hamzeh, the new interim 

principal for the 2019-2020 school year.   

 

The Phase II McCall expansion project is underway.  Ms. Bergstrom cautioned parents 

and community to be aware of the construction area. 

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans noted the many Professional Development opportunities being offered during 

the summer and invited school committee members to participate in sessions that are of 

interest to them.   

 

Dr. Evans recognized the 11 retirees that include nine teachers, a Speech and Language 

Pathologist, and one assistant principal, wishing them a happy retirement. 

 

Dr. Evans congratulated the many sport teams that reached the state finals and semi-finals 

this past season.   

 

Future Agenda Items 

 

The future agenda items include: 

 Update on MCIEA 

 District Goals: 2019-2020 

 McCall Traffic Update 

 WHS Update 

 

Next Meeting Dates 

 

The summer meeting dates are scheduled for July 23rd and August 13, both starting at 

9:30 a.m. 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 
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Document Author/Presenter Date 

Application for EFPBC Vacancy – Mr. Mark Scott Dr. Evans 6/20/19 

WHSPFA Gift of $5750 Ms. Whittemore 6/20/19 

Public Comment Letter from Leo Gannon & Bodhi Comeau, 

Students from Lincoln Elementary School 

Ms. Bergstrom 6/20/19 

Memorandum from Mr. Nixon – Capital. Planning Cmt. Update Mr. Nixon 6/6/19 

WPS Summer Professional Development Programs  Ms. Elineema 6/20/19 

2018-2019 Retiree List Dr. Evans 6/20/19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Documents used during School Committee meetings are available at the 

Superintendent’s office, upon request.   


