
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

June 11, 2013 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:08 p.m. on Tuesday, June 11, 2013, in the Lynch 
Elementary School library. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey  
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman  
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Richard Robbat, Interim Assistant Superintendent  
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 

Student Representative 
 

Molly Anderson joined the Committee sitting in for Angela Zheng. Ms. Anderson 
reported that the senior graduation will be held on Sunday, June 2nd.  The senior prom 
was a great success.  There is a program in place raising the awareness to recycle when 
cleaning out lockers at the end of the school year.     
 

Public Comment 
 
Selma Abounadi of Swanton Street referred to the technology inequities in the schools 
and encouraged the School Committee to be transparent when communicating 
information regarding the upcoming technology override vote.   
 
Mike Galvin of Nelson Street commented on the new technology override.  He believes 
the goal of the School Committee is equity among the schools however, there seems to be 
an imbalance at the elementary level.  Mr. Galvin would like to see the plan more 
developed. 
 
Ron Clark of Oak Street spoke to the high school renovation project and how the Finance 
Committee has estimated the annual cost to the average home owner being $1,000 
annually.  Mr. Clark indicated that the School Committee has estimated the cost to be 
$700 annually for the average home owner and he requested the discrepancy be resolved. 
 
 
 
 



Technology Program Review: Presentation on Findings 
 

Superintendent McAlduff introduced Jeff Sun of Sun Associates who was commissioned 
earlier in the year to review the school district’s Instructional Technology Program.  A 
complete executive summary of the Program Review was provided to the Committee for 
review and will be made available to the public as well.  Ms. Shelley Chamberlain, 
Interim Technology Director, joined Mr. Sun for the presentation. 
 
The PowerPoint presentation outlined the Technology Program Review process, the 
Indicates, Standards, and Data, the Overarching Finding, the Understood Vision, Student 
Use of Technology, Teacher Skills, Administration and Policy, Student Access to 
Technology, and Recommendations.  The School Committee had an opportunity to ask 
questions and provide comments.   
 

Approval of WFEE Professional Development and Educational Grants 
 
Winchester Foundation for Educational Excellence Susan Schwartz, Grants Committee 
Co-Chair, along with Caren Connelly, Executive Director, joined the Committee and 
presented two additional 2013-2014 WFEE professional development and educational 
grants totaling $112,992. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with deep gratitude the WFEE 
   Professional and Educational grants described by 
   Ms. Connelly this evening. 
 

Discussion of Capital Stabilization Technology Fund Ballot Question 
 

On June 25th there will be an override election for the purpose of establishing a Capital 
Stabilization Technology Fund.  This would be a “Dual Election” meaning that because 
this is a federal election laws do not allow for a local ballot question to appear on a 
federal ballot; technically there are two elections going on at the same time.  The purpose 
of the Technology Fund would be to provide resources necessary to upgrade and improve 
infrastructure on the town and school side.  Examples would be servers, switches, 
cabling, and wireless access points, providing a reliable network with the capacity to 
handle all equipment in a more effective manner.   If the ballot question passes it would 
provide $350,000 per year and the impact on property assessment would be $50 per year.   
 
A technology committee that included municipal, community and school representatives 
would be created to oversee the funds. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED that the School Committee vote to express its 
   strong endorsement in favor of the Capital Stabilization 
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   Technology fund Ballot Question that will appear on the 
   June 25th special election ballot. 
 

Review and Approve 2013-2014 Elementary and Middle School Student Handbooks 
Review Proposed Changes to the 2013-2014 HS Student Handbook 

 
High School principal Tom Gwin and Middle School principal Jorge Goncalves joined 
the Committee to provide information regarding the Middle and High School handbooks, 
along with some proposed changes to the High School handbook.  
 
Dr. Gwin reviewed the proposed change of cell phone use in the classrooms.  Currently 
student cell phones must be turned off at all times with no exceptions.  The proposed 
change would allow student use of cell phones during a student’s lunch block and in the 
hallway between classes only.  School Committee members recommended adding a 
bullet that indicates the use of cell phones for educational purposes.   
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the proposed 2013-2014 Middle 
   and Elementary School Student Handbooks as 
   presented as well as information related to School 
   Councils. 
 

Approval of Humanities Trip 
 

Each year students of the Humanities program take a trip to Europe. For the past 20 years 
the School Committee has approved this trip.  Principal Gwin came to the Committee to 
ask for early approval in order to benefit purchasing discount tickets if students are 
registered for the trip in October.  The proposed trip is scheduled to take place November 
8 through November 13, 2013.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
   
   VOTED to approve the Humanities trip to London 
   on November 8-13 as presented.  The Superintendent 
   has the authority to cancel the trip in the event of 
   world circumstances. 
 

Monthly Financial Report 
 

Director of Finance John Danizio reported that the unencumbered balance as of May 31, 
2013 was $43,333.  The accounts payable department continues to check for open 
purchase orders.  At this time the grants are close to being closed out.   
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Open Enrollment Policy Recommendation 
 

This is the third time this agenda item has been on the agenda.  Each year the School 
Committee votes on a decision of whether to provide parents the opportunity to have their 
children attend a school that is outside of their neighborhood district per School 
Committee policy. 
 
Open Enrollment has not been offered for the past two years due to the reconstruction 
project at the Vinson Owen Elementary School and the town-wide redistricting process.   
 
The Superintendent reviewed the updated enrollment figures as of June 10, 2013.  It was 
the Superintendent’s recommendation to not offer open enrollment for the 2013-2014 
school year. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation 
   and not adopt Open Enrollment for the 2013-2014 
   school year.   
 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 

The substantial completion date for the Vinson Owen project is June 21, 2013.  June 21st 
is also the anticipated dated for the building inspection to be done as well as the receipt of 
a temporary certificate of occupancy.   Vinson Owen parents raised a concern related to 
the use of the playing field.  Under the current plan the field will not be ready for use 
until the following year, which is standard procedure.  The EFPBC is gathering additional 
information about this issue for further discussion.  Principal Smith is working on a plan 
for the coming school year regarding areas the students may use during recess. 
 
The next public information session for the high school project will take place on June 
19th at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium.  The public is invited to attend.   
 
The Lynch bathroom project is slated to begin on June 27th.   
 
The Superintendent announced that Linda Stapp, Pupil Services Administrator, 
announced her retirement effective the end of June.  Superintendent McAlduff thanked 
Ms. Stapp for her seven years of service to the students and staff and wished her good 
health and wishes in her retirement.   
 
The Superintendent reported that the Pupil Services Administrator vacancy will be a 
difficult position to fill.  The Superintendent will be exploring options for recruiting with 
the possibility of hiring an interim administrator for a period of time. 
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Acceptance of Gifts 
 

On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept the donation from the McNeille 
   family who donated 10 Hewlett Packard 18.5 inch 
   computer monitors to the Lincoln School as part 
   of the HP Employee Product Giving Program. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept the donation from the 
   John and Mary Murphy Foundation to 
   fund $4,495 for the purchase of a Braille 
   note taker.  
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept the donation from the 
   Muraco Parent Association is the amount 
   of $7,992.70 to be used towards the  
   purchase of a new audio system for the 
   gymnasium/cafeteria/auditorium. 
 

School Committee Sub-Committee Reports 
 

Mr. Nixon provided the Committee with a memorandum outlining the draft FY15 ADA 
transition plan priorities.   
 

Next Meeting Dates 
 

The next meeting of the School Committee is scheduled for June 25, 2013. 
 
 

Executive Session 
 

 
An Executive Session was held for the purpose of discussing strategies related to 
collective bargaining.  The School Committee would reconvene to regular session only 
for the purposes of adjournment. 
 

Roll Call 
 
A Roll Call vote was taken to move into Executive Session. 
 

Adjournment 

June 11, 2013                                            
                        
    

5



 
 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
William H. McAlduff, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 

Document List 
 

 
Document Author/Presenter Date 

Instructional Technology Program 
Review Report  PowerPoint 

Sun Associates 6/11/13 

Instructional Technology Program 
Review Report   

Sun Associates 6/11/13 

WHS Handbook – Draft Principal Tom Gwin 6/11/13 
McCall Handbook – Draft Principal Jorge Goncalves 6/11/13 
Memo – Changes to McCall 
Handbook 

Principal Jorge Goncalves 6/11/13 

Memo – Elementary Schools 
Handbook Revisions 

Dr. Richard Robbat 6/7/13 

Ltr. – Vinson Owen Fields Bob Deering 6/10/13 
Memorandum – Finance Update John Danizio 6/11/13 
Memorandum – Draft FY15 ADA 
Transition Plan Priorities 

Chris Nixon 6/11/13 
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