
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

May 1, 2017 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 6:04 p.m. on May 1, 2017, at Winchester High 

School, Guidance conference room. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Chris Nixon, Vice-Chair 

Ms. Bohne (Arrived at 6:05 p.m.) 

Mr. Linskey  

Ms. Bergstrom  

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

John Danizio, Director of Finance  

 

Discussion on Town Meeting Warrant Articles 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to recess the meeting so that the committee 

   may reassemble in the principal’s office to join the 

   Finance Committee in its review and discussion of 

   Spring Town Meeting Warrant Article 24 – Full-Day  

   Kindergarten, after which the school committee will 

   reassemble back to the posted location for the  

   purposes of discussion on any remaining Town Meeting 

   Articles.  

 

The committee recessed at 6:10 p.m. 

 

The committee returned from recess at 6:14 p.m. 

 

The School Committee reassembled in the Principal's Office at 6:14 p.m.  The Finance 

Committee voted to recognize the school committee at approximately 6:22 p.m. 

 

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. Michelson, shared his Town Meeting presentation for 

Article 24 with FinCom and the school committee.  The presentation modeled the cost 

impact for a number of scenarios, including a Yes and No vote for Full-Day Kindergarten 

under Article 24. 
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The school committee, the Superintendent, and Mr. Danizio answered questions from the 

Finance Committee and clarified costs and assumptions in the proposed Full-Day 

Kindergarten model. 

 

Ms. Bohne and Mr. Linskey both noted that "education budget increases" [p.13] include e 

undistributed costs on the town side and may be misleading Town Meeting members as 

to the true cost of Full-Day Kindergarten.  Mr. Carlson replied that the increases noted 

are accurate as they tie back to a change in education.  Mr. Nixon countered that-- just as 

the Yellow Sheet separates the education budget [line 29] from undistributed costs [lines 

31-41], FinCom should be consistent so as not to unintentionally suggest to Town 

Meeting that the cost to the education budget is 18%, as this is inclusive of undistributed 

costs. Mr. Michelson agreed to clarify this point in his presentation and speak to it further 

on the floor of Town Meeting, should there be questions or confusion. 

 

The Finance Committee took a roll call vote on Article 24, passing 6-5 with the Chair 

abstaining.  Mr. Michelson noted that the Chair only votes as a tie-breaker. 

 

The Finance Committee then polled its membership on support for a potential 

amendment from the floor of Town Meeting for full-time aides in a tuition-free Full-Day 

Kindergarten model. Dr. Evans reminded the Finance Committee that this would inflate 

the base budget well beyond our expectations for Chapter 70 reimbursement the 

following year which would set up the school committee to make personnel cuts in the 

budget. The Finance Committee determined that it would not support such an 

amendment, should it be made. 

 

At approximately 7:08 p.m., on a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the 

committee unanimously 

 

VOTED to recess the school committee for the 

 purposes of reassembly in the Guidance Office 

[posted location] for continued discussion on other 

Town Meeting articles.  

 

The committee returned from recess at 7:11 p.m. and discussed whether a formal vote to 

adjust the FY18 budget was needed prior to the vote on Article 14. 

 

The committee discussed whether or not the school committee needed to vote related to 

the Skilling Fields Warrant Article. 

 

The committee reached consensus that a new vote was not needed. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 7:16 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted: 

 

Judith A. Evans, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 
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Spring Town Meeting – Full-Day Kindergarten  Article 
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