
 

 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

April 12, 2017 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 12:12 p.m. on Wednesday, April 12, 2017, at the 

Parkhurst School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Nixon, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey (Remote Access) 

Ms. Bergstrom  

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

John Danizio, Director of Finance  

 

Call to Order 

 

Ms. Verdicchio called the meeting to order stating that Mr. Linskey would be 

participating remotely due to the geographic distance from Winchester.  

 

Educational Facilities Master Plan 

 

Ms. Verdicchio summarized the process that began the Educational Facilities Master Plan 

update. The process included and initial meeting with a number of building principals, 

central office members, teachers, and members of the EFPBC with an educational 

program consultant working with Flansburgh Associates.  This initial discussion has led 

Flansburgh to develop space designs geared toward student centered, project based 

learning that can be flexible for large groups and break-out areas, allowing for natural 

light and fresh air.  Also important to the design are energy efficiency and technology. 

Flansburgh inspected school buildings, developed enrollment projections, and considered 

the potential for dense residential 40B projects. 

 

The school committee has submitted Statement of Interests for the Lynch and Muraco 

Elementary Schools for renovation/new building projects.  The school committee 

discussed a two Phase project at the McCall Middle School, as well as options for central 

office relocation.  

 

The goal of the meeting was to prioritize the sequence of projects and discuss whether 

some items should be removed from the plan.  Mr. Nixon stated the top priority of the 

plan is the McCall Middle School renovation/additions due to the timing of projected 

enrollment increases in grades 6-8.   
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Mr. Nixon pointed out that at the elementary level a build-out of Vinson-Owen of five 

classrooms on the third floor would be less in net expenses versus the cost of similar 

space in a new building for Lynch or Muraco.  This option would accommodate the 

influx of students anticipated by year three.  The Vinson-Owen project could take place 

over a two-year period over the summer. 

 

The committee discussed the option of an Ambrose addition.  By the expiration of this 

master plan it would be appropriate to look at the two modular classrooms at Ambrose as 

their useful life would have expired.  The modular classrooms could be taken down and a 

two story addition with three classrooms per story could be built, making Ambrose a 

school accommodating 560 students.   

 

The school committee is in support of five neighborhood schools.  With the potential 

building projects being considered in town, the increase in enrollment would likely occur 

in the Lynch and Muraco districts. 

 

A remodel/rebuild of Lynch or Muraco school will require a debt exclusion override; it 

would have to be two separate questions. 

 

The current site at Parkhurst could accommodate 580 students, however, the current 

physical plant is too small to do so. 

 

Ambrose and Parkhurst would likely qualify as MSBA reimbursable projects, however, it 

is not clear if Vinson-Owen would qualify.    

 

Dr. Evans recommended that Flansburgh focus on the Lynch and Muraco projects and 

continue plans for McCall.    Dr. Evans acknowledged that there will be a shortage of 

space and by laying out the other elementary options without putting those in sequence 

will allow for flexibility.  A further discussion can take place about adding classrooms at 

Ambrose and a build-out at Vinson-Owen at a later date.   

 

For better understanding options for the central office, Mr. Danizio conducted an analysis 

that compared the costs of bonding a build-out or rehab of the Carriage House vs. lease 

option for similar square footage.  Over a 20 year cost estimate the build/rehab would be 

$3,945,000 and a rent/lease option would be $3,591,965 (does not include fit-up costs).   

If central office moved out of Parkhurst, the building could either be used for students (as 

a safety net), could be rented out, or sold.   

 

If central office were to be relocated at either Muraco or Lynch, having a separate 

entrance from the school, the central office would remain at Parkhurst for a much longer 

time.   Dr. Evans was not in support of renting space but was an advocate of central office 

being located at Lynch or exploring the option of a Carriage House renovation.   

 

Mr. Nixon indicated a $200,000 cost delta for central office at a new Lynch versus 

central office at the Carriage House. 

 

The consensus of the committee was as follows in relation to options for central office: 
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1. Central office relocated to the Carriage House 

2. Central office relocated to renovated/new Lynch 

3. Central office stay at Parkhurst 

4. Central office should not be at Muraco due to site limitations. 

Chris Linskey signed off of the meeting at 1:20 p.m. 

 

Mr. Nixon announced that Meg White is working to finalize the firm to be chosen for 

Phase I of the McCall project. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meetings at 1:22 p.m.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Judith A. Evans, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 
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Cost Comparison Rehab vs. Lease Option for Central 

Office 

John Danizio 4/12/17 

 


