
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

March 8, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was held at 7:10 p.m. on Tuesday, March 8, 2016, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Bohne, Chair  

Mr. Linskey, Vice-Chair  

Mr. Nixon (arrived at 7:14 p.m.) 

Mr. Schindelman  

Ms. Verdicchio  

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance 

 

Student Presentation 

 

Lynch Interim Principal John Dupuis, Grade 4 Lynch teachers Anna Nolty, Bethany Pine, 

Shannon Keaveney, and Patrick Flaherty, along with 4th grade students, shared IMovie 

trailers they have been working on about American West. 

 

Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 

 

Student Representative 

 

School Committee student representative Chris Kuang reported the spring musical 

performance “Damn Yankees” took place over the weekend in the new auditorium.  The 

auditorium is being use for many school activities since its opening.  Students have had 

an opportunity to review the course selection offerings.  Spring sports have begun.  With 

an overwhelming number of ticket sales, the upcoming Mr. WHS is sure to be a success.  

There will be an open house on March 21st starting at 5:30 to tour the newly opened 

auditorium followed by a concert at 7:00 p.m.   

 

Draft Policy Revisions 

 

Accommodation for Religious and Ethnic Observances Policy and Guidelines for 

Excused Absences 

 

The Policy Subcommittee has reviewed and revised the Accommodation for Religious 

and Ethnic Observances Policy.  When approved by the committee the policy will be 

distributed at a Leadership Team meeting and then will be rolled out to staff members.  
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Teachers will be reminded that classroom work will continue during religious and ethnic 

observances and teachers will have flexibility to either excuse or modify work.  WEA 

President Mr. Skinder informed the Superintendent that he thought this along with the 

Excused Absence Guidelines and Absences for Trips and Vacations policies are 

improvements to the former policies.  It was suggested that the Accommodation for 

Religious and Ethnic Observances Policy should go into the student handbooks.  

 

 Ms. Verdicchio also introduced new guidelines for excused absences. 

 

Ms. Bohne recommended including in the policy all reasons for student absences, i.e. 

field trips, college visits.  Ms. Bohne also suggested collecting information and inputting 

the information into the Student Information System to list the religions of students.  

Having notice ahead of time would help teachers when planning lesson plans.  This 

information would be kept private.   Ms. Bohne suggested having the notification around 

the process clear to students and parents. When the calendar is distributed all religious 

holidays should be clearly indicated for the school year.  It would also be helpful to 

monitor the information.   

 

Dr. Evans cautioned the committee about the collection of student religious practices for 

reasons of privacy issues. The DESE does not require school systems to maintain such 

information. There are many families that may practice multiple religions in a family.   

To be helpful for teachers, Dr. Evans recommended that parents should notify teachers as 

early as possible if a student is going to be absent.  Dr. Evans stated that the old policy 

had no teaching of new material going on during religious holidays.  This new policy has 

teachers moving forward with teaching and working with students to arrange for make-up 

work.   

 

Mr. Nixon pointed out that the Calendar Study Committee provided an anonymous 

survey to parents, staff and students.  The results revealed the many different religious 

and ethnic holidays celebrated by families. Mr. Nixon suggested doing such a survey 

every four to five years to gather updated information. 

 

Dr. Evans indicated the as the Handbook Committee begins to review the 2017-2018 

handbook the issue of excused absences and the attendance policy will be discussed.   

 

Absences for Trips and Vacations 

 

Ms. Verdicchio read the Absences for Trips and Vacations proposed policy for 

committee discussion. 

 

Dr. Evans spoke about student extended absences of six weeks or longer that occur in 

many school communities.  During such absences some school system will un-enroll the 

student during their absence.   Having a student marked as absent for an extended length 

of time affects the school system’s daily average attendance rate, in turn affecting 

Adequate Yearly Progress. 
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Town of Winchester, Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy 

 

Dr. Evans presented for annual review the Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy.  The town has 

not made any changes to the policy since its inception.   

 

FY16 Budget Update 

 

Mr. Danizio reviewed the financial report for the operating budget, grant accounts and 

revolving accounts representing activity for the period ending February 29, 2016.  The 

total unencumbered balance is $166,325.  Mr. Danizio also shared a summary report of 

fall sports including highlights, participation numbers, and a breakdown of revenues and 

expenses for each fall sport. 

 

2016-2017 School District Calendar 

 

Dr. Evans provided the committee with a draft district calendar for the 2016-2017 school 

year that includes the two Jewish holidays and Good Friday as no school days.  The last 

day for students would be June 28th.  No action was taken at this time. 

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans complimented the students and band for the recent performance of the musical 

“Damn Yankees” held over the past weekend.  Dr. Evans congratulations all the winter 

sports teams for a successful season.  Interviews for the high school principal vacancy 

will be taking place next week.   

 

EFPBC Reappointment 

 

A vacancy on the EFPBC has opened for a joint appointment of the School Committee 

and Board of Selectmen.  Ms. Mathiyalakan, who has served on the EFPBC since 

October 2004, has submitted a letter of interest to serve for a three year term.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to reappoint Ms. Geethanjali Mathiyalakan 

as the joint School Committee/Board of Selectmen 

representative on the EFPBC. 

 

Foundation Budget Review Resolution 

 

Mr. Schindelman outlined the resolution calling for full funding of the Foundation 

Budget Review Commission’s recommendation. Twenty-five to thirty Suburban 

Coalition communities have already voted on this recommendation.  At this point MASC 

has not taken a formal position on the resolution.   
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On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee 

unanimously 

   VOTED to support the resolution calling for full funding 

   of the Foundation Budget Review Commission. 

 

Ms. Bohne encouraged Mr. Schindelman to bring this information to the Board of 

Selectmen.  Dr. Evans will draft a letter from the School Committee to the Governor, the 

Legislator, and Town Manager and Board of Selectmen indicating the school 

committee’s position.  The letter will be signed by all five members of the school 

committee. 

 

Job Descriptions 

 

Four specialized job descriptions presented at the school committee meeting of February 

23rd were presented for school committee approval.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the committee unanimously 

 

VOTED to approve the job descriptions for a 

Speech/Language Pathologist Assistant, Physical Therapist 

Assistant, Licensed Practical Nurse Assistant, and Certified 

Occupational Therapist Assistant as presented this evening. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the meeting minutes dated 

   February 9, 2016 and February 23, 2016. 

    

Next Meeting Date 

 

The next meeting of the school committee is scheduled for March 22, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Executive Session 

 

It was moved and seconded to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy with 

respect to collective bargaining with Unit A and nonunion personnel, and to 

reconvene in Open Session only for the purpose of adjournment 

 

Roll Call 

 

A roll call vote with all five school committee members participating took place. 

 

Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 

 

 

Document List 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Integrating Technology: The American 

West 

John Dupuis 3/8/16 

Letter from Middlesex District Attorney Marian Ryan 9/11/15` 

Article from Wicked Local Burlington Dina Accardi 9/16/14 


