
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

March 5, 2013 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:04 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, 2013, in the Lynch 
Elementary School library. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey 
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman 
Ms. Swiger 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Richard Robbat, Interim Assistant Superintendent 
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 

MASC Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

Mary Jo Rossetti, President of MASC, joined the School Committee and awarded the 
long standing School Committee member, Sarah Swiger, with the distinctive Lifetime 
Achievement Award from MASC.   Ms. Swiger, a 36 year resident of Winchester, has 
spent nearly one half of that time as a member of the School Committee advocating for 
the education of all students with all kinds of needs.  Ms. Swiger was honored and 
indicated that she has never done anything by herself; it has always been a combined 
effort.   
 

Student Representative 
 
Angela Zheng reported the play “Promises Promises” was being held this weekend at 
7:30 p.m. in the high school auditorium.  Friday evening there will be a student/faculty 
basketball game at the high school.  Next week will be “International Week” promoting 
different cultures.   
 

Public Comment 
 

Paige Bertocci, Lynch PTO Co-President, spoke about the PTO budget and the impact it 
has on curriculum support in the schools, i.e., iPads, and other technology.  She indicated 
there were inconsistencies in the Lynch PTO budget as the Lynch community cannot 
compete with other PTOs within the district.  Ms. Bertocci  indicated the trend is moving 
toward technology funding being supported more and more by PTOs.  The technology is 
growing in Winchester, just not at the same pace at each of the schools.   
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A representative from the Finance Committee spoke to the Warrant Article related to 
$80,000 to relocate the central office to Parkhurst.  The Finance Committee would like to 
wait on the move to Parkhurst to see the matriculation after the redistricting takes place.  
 
The Finance Committee would like a dollar amount to consider for the stabilization fund.   
 
Shelley Walsh of Wildwood Street shared with the School Committee the excitement and 
coming together of all the students and faculty at the Lynch basketball game.  Lynch’s 
special needs population brings a different classroom than other schools and requires 
more support than ever with the redistricting taking place for the 2013-2014 school year. 
Ms. Walsh asked the School Committee to keep this in mind during their discussions.   
 

Middle School Trip to Spain 
 

Grace Tringale presented information to the Committee around the proposed Middle 
School trip to Spain taking place April 18, 2014 through April 26, 2014.  The School 
Committee reviewed the details of this proposal at its previous meeting and it was 
recommended by the Superintendent to allow additional time before the School 
Committee took action on the proposal.   
 
Mrs. Tringale held informational meetings for McCall parents regarding the proposed trip 
and well over 20 parents were in attendance, along with approximately eight emails of 
interest from parents.  Based on the level of interest it was anticipated that scholarships 
assistance would be available through EF Tours.   
 
Ms. Swiger expressed her concerns that an international trip was more for high school 
students.  Ms. Swiger questioned how the trip was tied into the curriculum. Mrs. Tringale 
indicated the trip ties directly into the curriculum and gave several examples. Ms. 
Tringale indicated that the trip is open to families and students for 6th and 7th graders.  
Some families do not feel confident traveling to a foreign country on their own and this 
trip is a wonderful opportunity to allow traveling with experienced travelers.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the Committee  
 
   Voted to approve the international trip to Spain scheduled 
   for April 18, 2014 as presented with support. 
 
Mr. Schindelman amended the motion to include: 
 
     The Superintendent has the authority to cancel 
   the trip if world safety and circumstances allow. 
 
Mr. Nixon abstained. 
Ms. Swiger opposed. 
 
The motion passed.   
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Federal Department of Education – Office of Civil Rights Complaint 

 
The Superintendent shared with the Committee a “Class Complaint’ from the Federal 
Department of Education – Office of Civil Rights (OCR) filed by a number of 
individuals.  The complaint alleges that the redistrict plan “targets and disproportionately 
adversely affects foreign-born families, English language learners, and students and 
families of color.  OCR will be investigating the legal issues on the complaint.   
 
OCR has requested information regarding the redistricting process and the school 
department is in the process of compiling the information. 
 

FY14 Budget Update 
 

The Superintendent provided the Committee with information around the School 
Committee’s approved budget ($39,709,544) and the Town Meeting proposed budget 
($39,432,581) with a gap of $276,963.  The School Committee’s approved budget does 
not include the costs of any potential wage adjustments for all four employee unit 
collective bargaining agreements that will expire at the end of the fiscal year.  At this 
time it is unclear whether the Town Manager or Finance Committee expects that the 
School Committee will have to fund any potential wage settlements from either of the 
two budget figures.  
 

Town Meeting Warrant Article Proposal 
 

The Committee discussed two proposed Annual Town Meeting warrant articles, one is to 
provide funding to the recently established Special Education Stabilization account 
(reviewed by Town Counsel), and the second for funding the cost of converting the 
central office space at Lynch School to classroom and instructional space as well as the 
funding to provide air conditioning for office space at the Parkhurst School where the 
central office is being relocated to. 
 
The Committee discussed the need for a policy or protocol for accessing the funds of the 
Special Education Stabilization account as well as to consider a number for capping the 
funds. 
 
Vote on Warrant Article:  Appropriation to the Special Education Stabilization 
Fund: 
 
On a motion by Ms. Swiger, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
    VOTED to approve the Warrant Article dated 
    March 1, 2013 as presented to the School  
    Committee with the amended recommendation 
    by town counsel. 
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Vote on Warrant Article:  For Conversion of Central Office Space to Classroom 
and Instructional Space at Lynch Elementary School and to Fund the Cost of 
Providing Minimal Upgrades to Parkhurst School. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
    VOTED to approve the Warrant Article dated 
    March 2, 2013 as presented to the School 
    Committee with the amendment provided by 
    town counsel. 
 
Ms. Bohne shared some background information regarding a proposal of establishing a 
Technology Capital Fund from Board of Selectmen member Jim Johnson.  Currently the 
operational budget cannot support the technology infrastructure and the proposal is to ask 
the community to support technology through a debt exclusion override.  It would cost 
the taxpayers approximately an increase of $35 in taxes and could potentially go on the 
April ballot question. 
 

Request for Out-of-Town Resident to Attend Winchester High School 
 

As per School Committee Policy the Committee considered a request from a parent living 
in Stoneham to allow his son to attend the Winchester Public Schools.  The parent and his 
son joined the Committee.  Under Article 20, Section G of the Teacher Collective 
Bargaining agreement the son already attends school in Winchester.  The request is now 
coming to the School Committee because of a custody case. 
 
The father provided the Committee with a summary of the situation to date.  The son is 
now living in Stoneham with his father and the father would like his son to remain in the 
Winchester Public Schools for the remainder of the school year.   
 
Committee members considered the request and discussed the policies in place for out-of-
town residents as well as the annual School Choice vote.  Mr. Linskey indicated that if 
the Committee chose not to vote on the request it meant the student would not be allowed 
in the system.  The School Committee did not propose a motion.  The school district will 
work with the student regarding the transition date to his new district.   
 

Approval of the Final 2013-2014 School Year Calendar 
 

In November the School Committee approved a preliminary 2013-2014 school year 
calendar that identified the first and last day of school as well as the traditional school 
vacation periods.  The detailed calendar includes all the early release dates for staff 
development and parent/teacher conference days, and the full professional development 
day. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Swiger, the Committee unanimously 
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    VOTED that the School Committee approve 
    the Winchester  Public School 2013-2014 
    school calendar as presented tonight. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
    VOTED to one amendment to the 2013-2014 
    school calendar to move the January 28, 2014 
    Early Release PreK-12 to February 6, 2014 as 
    described by Superintendent McAlduff. 
 
Mr. Schindelman mentioned the early Jewish holidays at the opening of school asking 
principals to be mindful of this.   

 
Presentation of Revised Enrollment Projections 

 
Based on the results of the February 1st kindergarten age eligible census data 
Superintendent McAlduff reviewed the census projection model for kindergarten 
projections analysis.  A handout was provided to Committee members. 
 

Discussion of All Day Kindergarten Status for 2013-2014 
 

The ongoing discussions around the possibility of moving to a five day, all day, 
kindergarten program, tuition free, has been focused around the associated costs of 
Chapter 70 state assistance to Winchester.  The proposed change to the Chapter 70 
funding formula will negatively impact Winchester and the amount of additional state aid 
expected to receive by implementing a tuition free all day kindergarten program. 
 
The School Committee is supportive of moving the program to a five day per week 
program however they expressed concerns with expanding and charging more tuition.  
The Superintendent did not have a recommendation for the Committee at this time. 
 

Superintendent Evaluation 
 

Annually the School Committee conducts an evaluation of the Superintendent of Schools 
and the evaluation process is determined by agreement of both parties.  The 
Superintendent proposed using the same model used last year for the evaluation.  A copy 
of last year’s evaluation template was provided for the Committee.  Mr. Linskey asked 
the Superintendent to provide the Committee with a self assessment prior to the March 
19th meeting.  
 

Sub-Committee Reports 
 

Mr. Nixon had correspondence at the table from the Carriage House Disposition 
Committee that went to three proponents thanking them for their interest in utilizing the 
Carriage House as well as describing the process.   



Next Meeting Dates 
 
The next meetings are scheduled for March 19 and 21.  
 
 

Adjournment 
 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:32 p.m. 
 

 
 

William H. McAlduff, Jr.  
 
 

Document List 
 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 
Submission of Two Warrant Articles for 
the Annual Town Meeting 

William H. McAlduff, Jr. March 6, 2013 

Sustainable Technology Capital Fund   
Census Projection Model for Kindergarten 
Projections 

William H. McAlduff, Jr. February 1, 2013 

2012-2013 School Year Superintendent 
Evaluation Template  
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