
 

 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

March 20, 2018 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:10 p.m. on March 20, 2018, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road, Winchester, MA. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Nixon, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey  

Ms. Bergstrom  

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent   

Ellen Whittemore, Director of Finance of Operations 

 

Instrumentalist Performance 

 

The school committee began their meeting by being delighted by a performance from 

part of the Symphony Orchestra at Winchester High School.  Mary Costello, Director of 

Music, introduced the piece entitled Petite Suite–Beautiful Flowers by Yukiki Nishimura. 

 

State Representative Michael Day 

 

State Representative Michael Day joined the meeting to present a citation to Chris 

Linskey, who has served on the committee for nine years, and Cindy Bohne, who has 

served on the committee for six years, for their dedicated work and commitment to the 

students and staff of the Winchester Public Schools.   

 

Commendation 

 

Dr. Evans presented a plaque to Mr. Linskey and Ms. Bohne in recognition of their 

outstanding service and commitment to the students of the Winchester Public Schools.  

Committee members expressed their appreciate and best wishes to Mr. Linskey and Ms. 

Bohne as well.   

 

Public Comment 

 

Brian Sogoloff of Summer Street commented on the lighting on Skillings Field 

expressing concerns regarding the policy the school committee was to discuss at the 

meeting this evening.  His concerns included parking in the neighborhood behind the 
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field, light pollution, and portable lighting that runs on gasoline, producing fumes.  He 

would like the school committee to look into green lighting options for Skillings Field. 

 

Susan Carney of Winter Street asked the committee to provide her with clarification 

around who has jurisdiction of Skillings Field (the school committee and/or town).  Ms. 

Carney spoke to concerns around excessive traffic and parking in the neighborhood 

behind Skillings Field (Cedar, Tremont, Winter, and Summer Streets) and asked to be 

given the same consideration that neighbors adjacent to Manchester Field received.  Ms. 

Carney spoke about the positioning of temporary lighting causing light pollution for the 

neighbors, and the noise and noxious fumes produced by the generators.  Ms. Carney 

talked about the trash accumulated in the field and the fact that there is no buffer zone 

between the neighborhood and the field.  Ms. Carney also brought to the attention of the 

committee team practices during Religious Observances. 

 

Ian Phillips of Manchester Road pointed out how surprised he was to hear about new 

policies being discussed by the committee, hearing many times that the concerns of 

neighbors behind Skillings Field are not being considered as the Manchester neighbors 

were.    

 

Student Report 

 

Meagan Jens and Nathaniel Burns joined the committee providing recent and upcoming 

activities taking place at the high school.  A toiletry drive is taking place to benefit 

Rosie’s Place in Boston.  Sophomore MCAS ELA testing is scheduled for next week.  

Due to recent school cancellations, the students have rescheduled an optional “walk-out” 

on guns and safety in schools for Wednesday during WIN Block.   Third quarter is being 

extended to compensate for the recent snow day cancellations. The recent musical 

Legally Blonde was a great success.   

 

Report on K-12 Music 

 

Mary Costello, Director of Music, reported on the strong and vibrant K-12 music 

program stating that music education is an invaluable part of a student’s life.   

 

Each of the five elementary schools has a full- time music teacher, teaching grades K-5, 

who service populations of 380-500 students each.  At the McCall Middle School, each 

of the 1100 plus students chooses a music course every year including Band, Chorus, 

Orchestra and General Music.  This population is served by a 2.8 FTE – one full-time 

music teacher in the building with the remaining 1.8 FTE travelling throughout the 

system. At Winchester High School, students may elect a music course during their 

tenure.  We have 2.0 FTE offering the choice of the following courses to 1343 students at 

the high school – Concert Band, Jazz Band, Orchestra, Symphony, Concert, Choir, 

Chamber Singers, Bella Voce, afterschool Chorus, Songwriting and Arranging, and 

American Studies.  The high school has one full-time must teacher, the remaining 

teachers travel throughout the system.   
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Overall, the students perform more than 50 scheduled performances throughout the year.  

This does not include in-school performances or the additional festival opportunities for 

students. Students participate in the Veteran’s Day Parade, Memorial Day services, En 

Ka, Jenks Center celebrations, Rotary luncheons, Town Day, Graduation, Ribbon Cutting 

ceremonies, WHS Gives Back, Jazz Nights, State House visits, hospital visits and more.   

 

The music program has a strong relationship with the community music school and other 

community organizations and the department is fortunate to have the assistance of the 

Friends of Music Organization (a parent support group) that helps with fundraising, 

volunteer coordination and scholarships.  Charitable organizations and individuals that 

have supported the department and faculty include Friends of Music, John and Mary 

Murphy Foundation, WFEE, En Ka, and Rotary. 

 

Successes are measured in a variety of ways. There is exponential growth in the high 

school band program and elementary string program.  The level of proficiency has risen 

throughout the ensemble program and a strong number of students regularly place in the 

Northeast District Festivals, All-State Festivals, Eastern Seaboard and even All-National 

Honor Ensembles.  At least a dozen students in each of the last two years has had a 

musical audition as part of their college application process; a number of whom have 

chosen music as their field of study.   

 

Future consideration for increased staffing and administrative assistance would help 

support the increase population of students in the music department.   

 

McCall Program of Studies 2018-2019 

 

McCall principal Jorge Goncalves joined the committee to review the proposed changes 

for the 2018-2019 McCall Middle School program of studies.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the 2018-2019 McCall Program 

   of Studies, as presented. 

 

FY19 Draft Budget 

 

Ms. Whittemore, Director of Finance and Operations, reported that the Budget Advisory 

Committee is scheduled to meet and review the proposed FY19 budget on March 23rd.  

 

McCall Expansion Project 

 

Mr. Nixon reported that Town Meeting overwhelmingly voted to support funding the 

McCall Expansion Project Phase II, which will be Question 1 on the ballot for the March 

27th  election.  Information on the expansion project will continue to be updated on the 

website.   
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School Start Time Change 

 

The superintendent has developed surveys and made them available to parents related to 

wrap-around care and transportation. Fewer than 300 responses have been received to 

date.  Dr. Evans will send along a reminder to parents to participate in the survey. 

 

The impact and proposed scheduling of music lessons has been worked out and brought 

to the Leadership Team for discussion.   

 

Use of Athletic Field Lights at Skillings/Ciarcia Field – Draft Policy FI and Revisions 

to Policy FH Use of Athletic Field Lights at Knowlton Stadium 

 

The Policy Subcommittee presented for second reading the draft policy for the Use of 

Athletic Field Lights at Skillings/Ciarcia Field (FI) reviewed at their March 14th meeting.   

 

Members of the committee addressed concerns brought forward during the public 

comment.  The town does not have a noise ordinance or a policy for light usage in 

Winchester.  The intent of the school committee policy is to update the policy to reflect 

the same restrictions on when the lights are to be turned off on Skillings/Ciarcia Field, 

mirroring the schedule for Manchester Field. Parking issues near Skillings Field may be 

addressed by informing organization who rent field space of the areas available for 

parking.  Committee members discussed how the multipurpose synthetic turf facility 

occupies an area close to Skillings Road and a commercial area, while the grass field(s) 

are closer to the neighborhood, and asked for clarification on what would be the planned 

location for temporary lighting next year.  With regard to lights reflecting on 

homeowners, the committee could look at ways to lesson such an impact on the 

neighborhood along Skillings Field and the parking circle.   

 

Dr. Evans pointed out that in her previous district she placed noise restrictions on the 

fields.  Dr. Evans indicated that as we experience use of the field it is always possible to 

revisit and revise a policy as needed.   

 

Mr. Nixon addressed the use of fields during religious observances by pointing out that 

the committee now has a revised policy on religious observances. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the Use of Athletic 

   Field Lights at Knowlton Stadium on 

   Manchester Field (FH), with the minor 

   changes discussed this evening, as presented. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to direct the superintendent to take the  

Draft policy FI to the athletic director and bring back to the 

   school committee recommendations by the end of 
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   this school year.   

 

Vote to Re-submit Statements of Interest for Lynch School and Muraco School 

 

The Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) declined to participate in a Lynch 

or Muraco building project after the submission of 2017 Statements of Interest (SOIs).  

The school department has updated the 2018 SOIs for re-submission to the MSBA.  The 

deadline for submission is April 6th and requires approval by both the School Committee 

and Board of Selectmen.   It is anticipated that the reimbursement from MSBA would be 

about 30%.  Because the school department is submitting more than one SOI, we had to 

make a choice for our first priority.  Dr. Evans recommended it would be Lynch for the 

same reasons as in 2017.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

VOTED:  Resolved:  having convened in an open meeting on March 20, 2018, prior 

to the closing date, the School Committee of Winchester, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to 

submit to the Massachusetts School Building authority the Statement of Interest 

Form dated April 6, 2018 for the Lynch Elementary School located at 10 Brantwood 

Road, Winchester MA 01890, which describes and explains the following 

deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted 

to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future, priority categories 

two, four, and five, for the elimination of existing overcrowding, for the prevention 

of expected overcrowding as a result of increased enrollment and for the 

replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems; and hereby 

further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest 

Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the 

acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other 

funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or 

commits the Winchester School District to filing an application for funding with the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 
VOTED:  Resolved: having convened in an open meeting on March 20, 2018, prior 

to the closing date, the School Committee of Winchester, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to 

submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest 

Form dated April 6, 2018 for the Muraco Elementary School located at 33 Bates 

Road, Winchester MA 01890, which describes and explains the following 

deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted 

to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future, priority categories 

two, four, and five, for the elimination of existing overcrowding, for the prevention 

of expected overcrowding as a result of increased enrollment and for the 

replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems; and hereby 

further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest 
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Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the  

acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other 

funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or 

commits the Winchester School District to filing an application for funding with the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted that the school committee prioritize the 

   Statement of Interest for the Lynch Elementary 

   School as is required by the Massachusetts School 

   Building Authority when multiple SOIs are 

   submitted for the core replacement program. 

 

Ms. Bohne strongly recommended the committee be proactive in talking with Senator 

Jason Lewis and State Representative Michael Day to support our application to the 

MSBA and to invite the MSBA for a walk-thru of the buildings.   

 

Extension of Food Service Contract 

 

Ms. Whittemore noted that on June 6, 2017 the school committee voted to award the food 

service contract to Whitsons Culinary Group for one year, with two additional one-year 

options at the discretion of the school department.  Over the past year, Whitsons has been 

an attentive and collegial partner in providing school lunch offerings to the students of 

Winchester Public Schools.  Ms. Whittemore recommended that the school committee 

vote to approve the extension of the food service contract with Whitsons Culinary Group 

for the 2018-2019 school year.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve a one-year extension of the food 

   service contract with Whitson’s Culinary Group, as 

   presented. 

 

Ms. Bohne stated that a fee is charged when an online payment is made to a students’ 

meal account.  To help parents save money over the course of the school year, Ms. Bohne 

suggested removing the limit a parent can pay on their point of sale online payment.  

 

Select Board Draft Traffic Policy 

 

A second redraft of the Traffic Analysis Expectations for School Additions and 

Rebuilding Projects, revised by Selectman Lance Grenzeback, was provided at the table 

for the committee.  Ms. Verdicchio suggested taking action on this policy at the next 

scheduled school committee meeting on April 10th. 
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Superintendent’s Evaluation 

 

Ms. Verdicchio shared the End-of-Cycle Summative Evaluation Report for Dr. Evans, 

compiled from evaluation forms filled out by committee members.  The report included 

the assessment of progress toward annual goals for student learning, district 

improvement, and professional practice, and also performance based on prescribed state 

standards for instructional leadership, management and operations, family/community 

engagement, and professional culture.  Dr. Evans received an overall score of proficient 

for 2017-2018.  Ms. Verdicchio compiled comments from all the committee members 

and presented a summary of major initiatives Dr. Evans is working on with substantial 

success.  Initiatives included the change in school start time, the McCall Expansion 

project, the Strategic Vision (working collaboratively with Ms. Bohne), and her 

participation in the Massachusetts Consortium for Innovative Educational Assessments.  

Other comments identified the anticipation and management of disagreement, contention 

or conflict as an area for continued growth.   

 

Committee members thanked Dr. Evans for her dedication and time spent in moving the 

district forward. 

Approval of Gifts 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to accept with gratitude an award of $750 from the 

   Popcorn Board, as presented. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude the $1,000 grant from the 

   Minuteman Senior Services for the Lynch Elementary  

   School. 

 

Chair Report 

 

The state is in the process of revising the History/Social Studies curriculum and is in the 

“public comment” phase were you can weigh in on the proposed curriculum on-line. 

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans participated in a town-wide Needs Assessment Stakeholder meeting at the 

Jenks Center on March 15. 

 

Parent to Parent will be sponsoring a Kindergarten Panel on March 22.   

 

A very successful Lynch International Night was held on March 16.   
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Interviews for the McCall Middle School principal vacancy are scheduled for the week of 

March  26. 

 

Dr. Evans participated in the Superintendent Advisory Group today.   

 

The middle school students have planned a voluntary walkout on March 24 in solidarity 

with students around the nation.  Dr. Evans commended the students on their leadership 

for speaking out. 

 

A survey is available on the town’s website regarding the town manager search 

committee.   

 

Future Agenda Items 

 

Future agenda items will include School Choice (May), Open Enrollment (May) and Pre-

K Registration.   

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 9:32 p.m. 

 

 

  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

K-12 Music Department Report Mary Costello 3/5/18 

Memo – Music Department Finance Report Ellen Whittemore  

School Start Time Change Elementary, Middle and High 

School Survey 

Judith Evans 3/20/18 

Draft Policy FI  Use of Athletic Field Lights at Skillings/Ciarcia 

Field– Revised 1.2 3/15 

Chris Nixon 3/20/18 

Draft Policy FH  Use of Athletic Field Lights at Knowlton 

Stadium on Manchester Field Draft Revision 

Chris Nixon 3/20/18 

 

MSBA Statement of Interest Vote-Lynch Elementary School Ellen Whittemore 3/20/18 

MSBA Statement of Interest Vote-Muraco Elementary School Ellen Whittemore 3/20/18 

Memo – Whitsons Culinary Group Contract Ellen Whittemore 3/20/18 

Draft – Town of Winchester Traffic and Transportation Susan Verdicchio 3/20/18 
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Program –Policy of Traffic Safety Studies for School 

Expansion Projects 

Memo – McCall Program of Studies 2018-2019 Jorge Goncalves 3/14/18 

McCall Middle School Program of Studies 2018-2019 Jorge Goncalves 3/20/18 

Gifts – Popcorn Board & Minuteman Senior Services Ellen Whittemore 3/20/18 

Public Comment – Lights at Skillings/Ciarcia Field Susan Carney and Jeff Dean 3/20/18 

   

 


