
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

March 18, 2019 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 10:05 a.m. on March 18, 2019, at Parkhurst School, 

School Committee Meeting Room, 40 Samoset Road, Winchester, MA 

 

Present: 

Mr. Nixon, Chair  

Ms. Bergstrom, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Verdicchio  

Ms. Marchant  

Mr. Vernaglia  

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

Ellen Whittemore, Director of Finance and Operations  

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

Discussion of Lynch and Muraco Statements of Interest 

 

Dr. Evans stated that the district has submitted Statements of Interest (SOI) for the Lynch 

and Muraco schools.  In the last submission, the Lynch school came fairly close to being 

funded. Lack of funding on the state level made it not possible for them not to partner 

with the district on either project but the MSBA strongly encouraged the district to 

resubmit SOIs.  Depending on the pool this year, the district may be more fortunate this 

year.   

 

Both schools continue to have major need for renovation or replacement.  Lynch has 

significant overcrowding and space as well as the lack of funding on the town side for 

deferred maintenance upgrades.  Both schools are not set up for 21st century teaching and 

learning. 

 

The district will make minor updates in the SOIs for resubmission if the committee 

chooses to vote for in favor of resubmission.  The process includes a vote from both the 

Select Board and School Committee.   

 

Mr. Nixon reminded the committee that the Lynch has some $30M in level 1 and 2 

urgent and critical needs.   Dr. Evans stated that recently there has been a large number of 

roof leaks at Lynch.  The installers have been diligently working to locate the leaks.   
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Ms. Marchant spoke in favor of a neighborhood school model for the Lynch and Muraco.  

She supports how the district will move forward with the SOIs for both the Lynch and 

Muraco, but would like to revisit the combined school concept as well. 

 

Vote to Submit Statements of Interest for Lynch and Muraco to MSBA  

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

VOTED:  Resolved:  having convened in an open meeting on March 18, 2019, prior 

to the closing date, the School Committee of Winchester, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to 

submit to the Massachusetts School Building authority the Statement of Interest 

Form for the Lynch Elementary School located at 10 Brantwood Road, Winchester 

MA 01890, which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority 

category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School 

Building Authority in the future, priority categories two, four, and five, for the 

elimination of existing overcrowding, for the prevention of expected overcrowding 

as a result of increased enrollment and for the replacement, renovation or 

modernization of school facility systems; and hereby further specifically 

acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of 

an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the Town School District to 

filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee 

unanimously 

 

VOTED:  Resolved:  having convened in an open meeting on March 18, 2019, prior 

to the closing date, the School Committee of Winchester, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to 

submit to the Massachusetts School Building authority the Statement of Interest 

Form for the Muraco Elementary School located at 33 Bates Road, Winchester MA 

01890, which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority 

category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School 

Building Authority in the future, priority categories two, four, and five, for the 

elimination of existing overcrowding, for the prevention of expected overcrowding 

as a result of increased enrollment and for the replacement, renovation or 

modernization of school facility systems; and hereby further specifically 

acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of 

an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the Town School District to 

filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 

For informational purposes, Mr. Nixon stated that last year he made a motion that the 

committee prioritize the SOIs for the Lynch Elementary School as required by the MSBA 
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when multiple SOIs are submitted for the core replacement program, with Ms. Bergstrom 

seconded the motion.      

 

On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED that we prioritize Lynch in the SOIs that  

we authorized the district to file and do everything  

   else in accordance with the MSBA requirements.   

 

Chair Report 

 

An informational website is available at tinyurl.com/decision01890.  The site provides 

information on what town funding would be with a yes or no vote regarding the 

upcoming override question.   

 

Winchester and Duxbury boys’ hockey played last night at the Garden fighting for their 

fourth title in the district’s history.  The game began late into the evening due to overtime 

with other teams. Winchester played hard but fell behind 3-1. Mr. Nixon congratulated 

the boys’ hockey team for a great season. 

 

Mr. Nixon talked about the current kindergarten enrollment numbers, indicating that 

there are 378 age eligible kindergarten students on the census.  The administration has 

been reaching out to families to see if they will or will not be sending the kindergarten 

students to school in the 2019-2020 school year.  At this time, there are at least 20 

students that will not be attending kindergarten in the fall. Based on the FY17 

kindergarten enrollment along with the latest information for FY20, we are projecting a 

15% increase in kindergarten enrollment over a three-year period.     

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans reminded folks of the important election coming up which includes several 

elected town vacancies and the vote related to authorizing an increase in tax levy to the 

town’s operating budget.  There will be several opportunities this week to learn more 

about the state of the operating budget.  Dr. Evans and Town Manager Lisa Wong will be 

taping a Podcast with WinCam.  There are two forums this evening, one at Kids Corner 

and one at Ambrose.  On Wednesday, there will be a presentation entitled Books and 

Budget co-sponsored by WFEE and PISC at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium.  

There is a Kindergarten orientation sponsored by Parent to Parent on Thursday at 7:00 

p.m. at the high school auditorium.  A Superintendent’s Chat is scheduled on March 19th 

from 6:00-6:50 at the Parkhurst School.  The Night of the Arts at Winchester High 

School will be held this evening from 6:00-9:00 p.m. sponsored by the Student Council.  

There will be a showcase of all sorts of arts, including live performances.  Ms. Vernaglia 

added that the event would also feature edible art. 

 

Mr. Vernaglia indicated that as a member of the Capital Planning Committee he attended 

a kick-off for the ADA Transition Plan and Access Audit.  WT Group out of Illinois 
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began an audit last week and will return in May to complete their work. After the draft 

audit is presented, there will be a transition plan to address findings. 

 

Next Meeting Dates 

 

The next school committee meetings are scheduled for March 19 (7:00 p.m.), and April 9 

(9:30 a.m.), April 23 (7:00 p.m.). 

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

SOI Draft Vote for Lynch and Muraco Schools Ellen Whittemore 3/18/19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Documents used during School Committee meetings are available at the 

Superintendent’s office, upon request.   


