
 

 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

March 14, 2018 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:00 p.m. on March 14, 2018, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road, Winchester, MA. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Nixon, Vice-Chair (arrived at 7:51 p.m.) 

Ms. Bohne (left the meeting at 8:32 p.m.) 

Mr. Linskey  

Ms. Bergstrom (arrived at 7:04 p.m.) 

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent   

Ellen Whittemore, Director of Finance of Operations 

 

 

Public Comment 

 

Susan Carney of Winter Street spoke to what the impact of lighting on Skillings Field 

would be to their neighborhood (Cedar, Tremont, Winter and Summer Streets).   The 

neighbors are excited about the prospect of lights on Skillings Field.  However, there are 

concerns they would like the committee to address, and look forward to reaching an 

agreeable plan for all.  Concerns include traffic and parking, and the use of permanent 

and temporary lighting.  Ms. Carney asked that the town explore newer designs for 

permanent lights as well as proper placement of the lights so as not to shine directly 

towards the neighborhood homes.  Ms. Carney spoke of concerns using temporary 

lighting, which are operated by generators.  The generators are loud and produce noxious 

fumes.   She also spoke to the current policies that are in place for Manchester/Knowlton 

Fields. The language includes “respect for neighbors” and she asked that phased to be 

incorporated in the policy for Skillings Field as well. 

 

The neighbors were not aware of the policy changes being considered for Manchester 

Field this evening.  Rachael Phillips of Manchester Road requested that the neighbors be 

notified of any scheduled meetings regarding Manchester Field in the future.   

 

Three McCall Middle School students spoke to the committee representing 200 students 

who are planning a walkout as a show of solidarity with students from across the country 

commemorating lives lost in the school shooting at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School and speaking out for better gun control.  The students have been meeting and 
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planning the walkout the last two weeks, investing 40 hours of work.  Due to school 

cancellation, the walkout is now planned for March 15.   

 

Student Representatives 

 

Meagan Jens and Nathaniel Burns joined the committee reporting recent and upcoming 

activities taking place at the high school.  The musical Legally Blonde is scheduled for 

March 15 and 16 at 7:00 p.m. and March 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the high school auditorium.  

The freshman semi-formal will be held on March 23rd.  The student walkout recently 

planned will be rescheduled due to the recent school cancelations.  Students competed in 

the 4th Greater Boston Regional History Day Competition on March 4th.  Several students 

finished in the top three in their category, earning them the right to compete in the 

Massachusetts History Day competition in April. Students receiving awards include: 

 

Michael Wentworth and Suj Timisina - Honorable Mention – Group Website 

Jane Dodge and Clara Santos – Honorable Mention – Group Exhibit 

Shrey Nair – 2nd Place – Individual Documentary 

Christopher Parsons – 3rd Place – Individual Documentary 

Beaujena Stoyanchev – 2nd Place – Individual Website 

William Niu and Robert Sucholeiki – 2nd Place – Group Website 

 

The Social Studies Department is hosting the WHS Entrepreneurship Challenge where 

students compete to design a prototype.  The two top projects will receive $125 in seed 

money to use to create a prototype that will be judged in the Final Round at the upcoming 

Financial Literacy Fair.  To further develop their product prototype, the winner will 

receive $250 in seed money.  Student Council’s Night of the Arts was held on March 6 

where students, teachers, and community members came together.  Student Council also 

held a health and well-being round table discussion. Discussion topics included social 

and emotional well-being, physical health, drugs and social pressures. 

 

K-12 Visual Arts Report 

 

This agenda item has been postponed to a future school committee meeting to be 

determined. 

 

McCall Principal Search 

 

Laurie Kirby, Director of Personnel, presented an overview of the McCall principal 

search process for school committee feedback.  The position was advertised on February 

23, 2018 with 30 applications received.   Interviews will begin on March 27th.  Site visits 

to the finalist candidates’ home districts will take place along with finalist(s) meetings 

with staff, parents, students and the Leadership Team (schedule to be determined).  It is 

hoped that an announcement of the next principal for McCall will take place no later than 

July.   

 

Laurie Kirby, Director of Personnel, presented the committee with proposed revised job 

descriptions for the Nurse Leader and McCall Middle School Principal positions.  Ms. 
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Kirby indicated that since both positions will be vacant due to the Nurse Leader retiring 

at the end of June and the McCall Principal resigning at the end of June, it provided a 

good opportunity to review, update, and revise both job descriptions.  Ms. Kirby noted 

she had made a wording change in the middle school principal job description to align 

with the strategic visioning beacons. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, it was unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the revised job description for 

   the Nurse Leader position and McCall Middle School 

   Principal position, as presented.   

 

Vote to Approve Strategic Visioning 

 

Ms. Bohne has facilitated the Strategic Visioning work of the district for the past several 

months.  A district forum on the draft vision statement was held on January 11, 2018 to 

gather input from the public.  Ms. Bohne presented the Strategic Visioning outlining the 

three Beacons (Individual Pathways for Success, Communities of Collaboration, and 

Healthy Balance and Wellness), along with how classroom success will be measured. 

 

The committee thanked Ms. Bohne for her work on the Strategic Vision that will assist in 

guiding the school system moving forward.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

    

   VOTED to approve the revised Strategic Vision, 

   as presented.   

 

FY19 Draft Budget 

 

Dr. Evans reported that the version of the FY19 draft budget in the school committee 

packet represents the school committee budget and realizes there is a gap between the 

amount voted by the committee and the town manager’s recommendation at this time.  

There have been no reductions in the draft budget by the school department or 

recommendations made for revisions from FinCom at this time.    In April, the 

superintendent will bring more information from FinCom and the town manager for 

committee consideration.    

 

School Safety Report 

 

Dr. Evans provided the committee with a report on district safety protocols, training and 

drills.  Dr. Evans spoke of how impressed she was with the district safety protocols put in 

place by the town Incident Management Team (IMT) when she first arrived in 

Winchester.   Dr. Evans spoke about the safety drills, fire drills, evacuation for non-fire 

events, intruder, shelter-in-place, relocation and ALiCE training currently in place.  There 

are school building level IMT’s in place at all school buildings.  The safety of all 

members of our school community is the highest priority and the school department 
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values the excellent ongoing partnership with local public safety officials and town 

employees.  Ms. Bergstrom asked about what type of training has taken place for special 

education students.  The IMT meets monthly and Dr. Evans will inquire about this at 

their next meeting. 

 

Policy FH and FI 

 

Mr. Nixon stated that Policy FH was voted on back in June of 2015.  The draft policy Use 

of Athletic Field Lights at Knowlton Stadium on Manchester Field (FH) provided in the 

school committee packet for review by the committee did not include any substantive 

changes, only corrects some working errors. The draft policy Use of Athletic Field Lights 

At Skillings/Ciarcia Field (FI) is a shorter policy than Policy FH.  The provisions mostly 

are identical for both fields and the times scheduled for turning off the lights are identical 

in both policies.  No action was taken at this time.   

 

Ms. Bohne left the meeting at 8:32 p.m.  

 

McCall Expansion Project Update 

 

Mr. Nixon thanked the 139 Town Meeting members who voted in favor of the McCall 

Expansion Project Phase II, along with the Board for having an override vote as 

“Question 1” on the March 27th ballot.  More details on enrollment, designs, and project 

costs, including FAQs, may be found online a www.tinyurl.com/McCallExpansionProject      

 

McCall Middle school enrollment has grown by 17% since the last addition.  District 

enrollment continues to rise.  The McCall project will, for $10.7 million, add six 

classrooms, enlarge the cafeteria, add two athletic team rooms and supplement the public 

restrooms for events at Manchester Field, convert a storage area to provide a teachers’ 

workroom/meeting space, and fund a traffic study in the vicinity to make needed safety 

improvements. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the Statement of Support of the ballot 

   question for the March 27, 2018, as presented.   

 

Dr. Evans reported that a tour of the McCall Middle School is scheduled for March 18, 

2018 at 2:00 p.m. for those interested in looking at the facility and to answer questions on 

the project. 

 

Superintendent’s Evaluation Process 

 

Ms. Verdicchio reviewed the yearly Massachusetts Educators Evaluation process for the 

superintendent, including the five-step cycle.  Ms. Verdicchio will summarize the 

feedback received from committee members and compile a draft evaluation to be 

presented and voted at the next school committee meeting. 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/McCallExpansionProject


 

5 

 

 

 

Acceptance of Gift – John and Mary Murphy Foundation 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude a gift from the John 

   and Mary Murphy Foundation in the amount of  

   $19,400 to support the summer literacy support program, 

   as presented. 

 

Acceptance of Gift – John and Mary Murphy Foundation 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to accept with gratitude a gift from the John and 

   Mary Murphy Foundation in the amount of $5,750 to  

   Support the Winchester High School Real World Design 

   Challenge, as presented.  

 

Acceptance of Gift – En Ka 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to accept with gratitude $1,000 from En Ka Society  

   to support students in need to attend the Junior States 

   of America program.  

 

 

Acceptance of Gift – Winchester Sports Foundation Gift 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude the $3,723.43 donation from 

   The Winchester Sports Foundation to be used for weight room 

   equipment at Winchester High School, as presented. 

 

 

Acceptance of Gift – WHS PFA Gift 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bergstrom, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to accept with gratitude a gift from the Winchester 

   High School PFA in the amount of $5,000 for the 

   principal’s discretionary fund, as presented. 
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Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to approve the school committee meeting minutes of 

   January 9, 2018, January 16, 2018 (Joint Board of Selectmen 

   and School Committee), January 23, 2018, and January 30, 

   2018, as presented.   

 

Chair Report 

 

None. 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans reported that students from the high school and middle school had planned 

events to express their opinion on guns and school safety.  Due to school cancellations, 

both events will be rescheduled.   

 

Roll Call for Executive Session 
  

All members of the committee participated in a roll call vote to move into executive 

session (Susan Verdicchio, Chris Nixon, Chris Linskey, and Michelle Bergstrom) for the 

purposes of discussing the deployment of security personnel or devices and strategy with 

respect thereto.  The committee will re-enter regular session only for the purposes of 

adjournment.   

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bergstrom, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 p.m. 

 

 

  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Draft Policy FI – Draft Revision Mr. Nixon & Ms. Bergstrom 3/14/18 

Policy FG Mr. Nixon & Ms. Bergstrom 3/14/18 

Memo – McCall Middle School – Principal Search Process Laurie Kirby 2/27/28 
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FY19 Proposed Budget Dr. Evans 2/26/18 

District Safety Protocols, Training and Drills Dr. Evans 3/2018 

Winchester Schools Incident Management  Incident Management  Team 3/14/18 

How I Can Stay Safe at School Dr. Evans 3/14/18 

Revised Job Descriptions – Nurse Leader and McCall Middle 

School Principal 

Laurie Kirby  3/14/18 

Strategic Visioning Cindy  Bohne 3/14/18 

Acceptance of Gifts – John and Mary Murphy Foundation (2) Ellen Whittemore 3/14/18 

Acceptance of Gift – En Ka Ellen Whittemore 3/14/18 

Acceptance of Gift – Winchester Sports Foundation Ellen Whittemore 3/14/18 

Acceptance of Gift – Winchester High School PFA Ellen Whittemore 3/14/18 

Approval of Minutes – 1/9/18, 1/16/18, 1/23/18, and 1/30/18 Freda Canavan 3/14/18 

Public Comment - Statement Brian Vernaglia 314/18 

Public Comment - Statement Sue and Jim Carney 3/14/18 

Strategic Vision for Learning - Power Point Cindy Bohne 3/14/18 

Memo on McCall Expansion Project School Committee Members 3/14/18 

 

 


