
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

February 7, 2017 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:04 p.m. on Tuesday, February 7, 2017, at the 

Parkhurst School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Schindelman, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey 

Mr. Nixon (Arrived at 7:09 p.m.)   

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance  

 

Approval of Gifts 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude grants from the 

   Winchester High School PFA for 2016-2017 in the 

   amount of $16,536. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with tremendous gratitude the $42,771.89 

   and $12,000 donations from the Winchester Sports 

   Foundation, in memory of Patrick Gill, as presented. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude grants from the John & 

   Mary Murphy Foundation in the amounts of $18,000 to  

   support extracurricular activities at McCall Middle School, 

   $1,500 for the Lynch International Festival, and $2,500 for 

   the Lynch Book Nook, as presented.   

 

 

 

 

Public Comment 
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Meg Colella of Kendall Street, a former kindergarten teacher and current principal in 

Lexington, spoke in favor of the proposed full-day kindergarten program including full-

time teaching assistants.   

 

Gerry Skinder, WEA President, fully supported full-time teaching assistants in 

kindergarten classrooms.   

 

Chet Harding of Arthur Street shared how the cost of the proposed full-day kindergarten 

program would impact parents versus putting into consideration either private child care 

or after school program costs.  He believes parents would be in favor of the five day per 

week program.   

 

Mike Bettencourt, member of the Board of Selectmen, and a parent of a Vinson-Owen 

and McCall student, spoke in favor of the proposed full-day kindergarten program 

indicating that he has not heard of any parents opposed to the full-day proposal. 

 

Student Report 

 

Student representative Olivia Phillips joined the committee.  A series of workshops are 

taking place after school in the Creative Technology Center.  The Trivia Bee will be held 

Wednesday evening.  Student Council is putting on the annual carnation sales during 

Valentine’s Day.  Student Council will be showcasing student’s visual art work. The 

Sachem Coalition event scheduled for Friday, February 3rd will include tours of the high 

school, a boys’ basketball game, free pizza and prizes.   

 

Skillings Field Turf Proposal 

 

Paul Manganaro and supporters of the Skillings Field turf proposal spoke to the shortage 

of field space in town expressing the need to ensure there is a synthetic baseball diamond 

and multi-sport synthetic field that is comparable to other sports facilities in neighboring 

towns.  A debt exclusion override would provide funding for the synthetic field for a cost 

of $1.8M.  The Board of Selectmen has asked Town Counsel to add a sinking fund on the 

ballot question to fund the cost of replacement. 

 

Mr. Nixon shared information from the EPA’s December 30th report indicating the lack 

of literature and studies of crumb rubber. Mr. Nixon indicated that the Town Engineer 

also has concerns with crumb rubber due to Skillings being in a flood plain. The turf 

supporters shared researched information providing assurance that crumb rubber is a 

viable product.   Mr. Nixon stated that he cannot support crumb rubber, but is in favor of 

an alternative turf field.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to support Plan 2 that will provide a synthetic 

   turf for Skillings Field.  

 

 



 

3 

 

 

 

 

Transition to Full-Day Kindergarten 

 

Dr. Evans presented several options for the transition to full-day kindergarten at the last 

meeting.  After reviewing the five proposed options, the superintendent recommended 

Option 2 as the most appropriate choice for students, parents, and the district.  Option 2 

includes five full days; tuition-based ($2,118); and 3.6 hours per day for teacher assistant 

support. The challenges include tuition increase, and the costs for teacher assistant 

support. If the current Chapter 70 formula is used to calculate what the additional state 

aid would have been for full implementation of tuition-free full-day kindergarten, it was 

estimated that Winchester would have received an additional $471K in Chapter 70 aid for 

FY18.   Ms. Verdicchio and Dr. Evans met with Town Manager Richard Howard to talk 

about the costs associated with the transition to tuition-free all-day kindergarten.  Mr. 

Howard was concerned about the additional $100,000 each year moving forward.   

 

The superintendent has provided a survey on our website (www.winchesterps.org) to 

receive feedback from parents who will have entering kindergarten students next year.   

 

Superintendent’s Evaluation 

 

The superintendent’s evaluation each year has several phases:  Goal-setting, mid-year 

self-evaluation, member feedback, and a summative evaluation.  Ms. Verdicchio asked 

committee members to schedule a 1:1 appointment with the superintendent to prepare 

comments for the chair’s final report.   

 

Update on Winchester High School Project 

 

John Danizio, Director of Finance, provided the committee with an overview of the work 

to date in Phase III of the Winchester High School project.  The most updated progress 

on the high school can be found at:  www.winchesterhsproject.com.    

 

Skanska is working to provide EFPBC with a final contingency number to prioritize asks 

vs. funds available.  Dr. Evans indicated a preliminary “wish” list has been given to 

Skanska for pricing.  The final list will be provided to the school committee when 

finalized.   

 

Trip Approval 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the Field Hockey White Water Rafting 

   trip to West Forks, Maine, as presented. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the Cooperstown, NY Varsity 

http://www.winchesterhsproject.com/
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   Baseball trip scheduled for April 19-20, 2017, as 

   presented. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the school committee minutes as  

   follows: 

 

August 6, and 24, 2016 (Executive) 

November 15, and 29, 2016 (Executive) 

November 29, 2016 

December 13, 2016  

December 13, 2016 (Executive) 

January 10, 2017 

 

and to defer voting the minutes of January 

            24, 2017 for a future meeting. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

    

   VOTED to release the executive session minutes 

   that were just approved. 

 

Chair Report 

 

Ms. Verdicchio reported the deadline for placing a Warrant Article is March 10th.   Ms. 

Verdicchio would like to explore the possibility to bring forward a Warrant Article for a 

Fields Master Plan.  

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans attended a recognition ceremony at the State House celebrating the 2016 

Massachusetts Commendation Schools.  A subset of Massachusetts’ Level 1 schools are 

recognized as Commendation schools for their academic accomplishments.  Lincoln and 

Vinson-Owen received High Achievement, High Progress Commendations. 

 

Dr. Evans, along with Ms. Verdicchio and Ms. Bohne, attended the Chinese New Year 

celebrations held at Winchester High School. 

 

Dr. Evans recently attended the ENKA luncheon where she spoke about the WFEE 

PowerEd Up initiative.   

 

Dr. Evans attended a program entitled “Strengthening Winchester:  A Civic Gathering” at 

the Jenks Center on February 2nd.   

 

Dr. Evans will serve as a judge in the upcoming Trivia Bee sponsored by WFEE. 



 

5 

 

 

The play Lion King will be held at the Lynch School on February 9th with a snow date of 

February 13th.   

 

Dr. Elineema shared the progress of the Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) at the McCall 

School indicating it was working great.  Half of the staff is doing the BYOD ahead of 

schedule.  One 5th grade teacher at each of the buildings is prepared to pilot the BYOD 

for part of this year.   

 

Ms. Bohne requested an overview on what Winchester does regarding Civic Education 

for a future meeting.     

 

Next Meeting Dates 

 

The next school committee meetings are scheduled for February 28, 2017, March 14, 

2017 and April 4, 2017.   

 

.Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Community Petition to Resurface Skillings Field Paul Manganaro 2/7/17 

WHS PFA Grants 2016-2017 WHS PFA 2/7/17 

John & Mary Murphy Foundation Gift/McCall 

Middle School Extracurricular Activities Program 

J&MMF 1/11/17 

John & Mary Murphy Foundation Gift/Lynch 

International Festival 

JMMF 1/18/17 

John & Mary Murphy Foundation Gift/Lynch Book 

Nook 

JMMF 1/25/17 

Memo – Options for Transition to Full-Day 

Kindergarten  

Judith Evans 2/3/17 

Superintendent’s Evaluation – Mid-Year Formative 

Assessment 

Judith Evans 2/3/17 

Trip Approval -Field Hockey Rafting Trip Michelle White 2/7/17 

Trip Approval – Varsity Baseball Cooperstown, NY 

Trip 

Marc Arria 2/7/17 

Minutes Freda Canavan 27/17 
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