
School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

February 23, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was held at 7:02 p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 2016, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Bohne, Chair  

Mr. Linskey, Vice-Chair  

Mr. Nixon  

Mr. Schindelman  

Ms. Verdicchio  

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance 

 

Student Presentation 

 

Vinson-Owen Principal Grant Smith, Grade 2 Vinson-Owen teachers Kelly Gray and 

Jessica Leary, along with five students from grades 2, demonstrated literacy activities that 

involved the integration of math, science, technology, art, and engineering skills.   

 

Ms. Bohne requested a moment of silence for the recent loss of two former Winchester 

High School students. 

 

Public Comment 

None 

 

Student Representative 

 

None 

 

Winchester High School Parking Plan 

 

Interim Principal Christine Kelley joined the committee.  Mr. Danizio, Director of 

Finance, indicated that during Phase 3 of the high school construction project there will 

be a lack of student parking at the high school for the 2016-2017 school year.  Mr. 

Danizio met with members of the police department, town hall staff, DPW, Skanska, and 

SMMA to develop a parking plan and safe walking routes for students to and from the 

high school.   Alternative parking will be located at the Borggaard Beach parking area 

and the service road at Wildwood Cemetery.  All available parking spaces at the high 

school will be reserved for high school staff. 
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Winchester High School Program of Studies 2016-2017 

 

Interim Principal Christine Kelley and Director of Social Studies Chris Kurhajetz joined 

the committee.  Mr. Kurhajetz spoke about the proposed leveling of grade nine Social 

Studies and why the recommendation came to the school committee.  Mr. Linskey would 

like Mr. Kurhajetz to come back to a committee meeting next year and provide 

information as to how the change is working.  

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously  

 

   VOTED to approve the Winchester High School Program 

   of Studies for the 2016-2017 school year as presented.  

 

Ms. Verdicchio indicated that the first time the school committee sees the Program of 

Studies it is nearly a finished product.  Ms. Verdicchio recommended establishing a 

curriculum subcommittee to monitor and have a participating role during the process of 

developing program of studies together. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

VOTED to establish a Curriculum Subcommittee. The 

Curriculum Subcommittee’s function will be to foster better 

understanding and oversight of preschool through grade 12 

curriculum, according to Winchester Public Schools Policies 

(Curriculum Development (IGA) and Curriculum Adoption 

(IGD). 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the McCall Middle School Program 

   Of Studies for the 2016-2017 school year. 

 

Master Plan/Capital Update 

 

Mr. Nixon reported on the progress to date regarding the Master Plan.  Interviews for the 

Master Plan update were postponed due to the district snow days and have been 

rescheduled for Monday, February 29th.  Two firms will be interviewed and Mr. Nixon 

will report back to the school committee on the firm selected. 

 

Gale Associates has produced a preliminary draft of option to address the damaged 

ceiling tiles at the McCall gym.  Mr. Nixon reported that it is recommended that this be 

considered for a Fall Town Meeting warrant article.  Mr. Nixon will keep the school 

committee updated. 

 

Regarding the Muraco fire alarms: eight responses to the RFP were received for the 

project.  The Designer Selection Committee will meet on February 26 to review proposal 

ranking and identify a short-list for interviews.  Muraco paving will be worked on over 

the summer months. 
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Technology Update 

 

Dr. Elineema provided a comprehensive overview of district technology.  Items included: 

update on Bring Your Own Device, professional development, conversion of the student 

information system to Aspen/X2, school department website upgrade, use of Teachpoint 

for educator evaluation, use of SchoolSpring for hiring, and the use of School Dude for 

tracking facility maintenance/repair. 

 

Personnel Update 

 

Sean Walsh, Director of Personnel, provided a comprehensive report on the projected 

openings and hiring timelines and process for the 2016-2017 school year.  Mr. Walsh 

shared a Personnel Process Manual developed to assist administrators with the hiring 

process.  Mr. Walsh also provided several draft job descriptions for future anticipated 

positions.     

 

Chair Report 

 

Ms. Bohne reported that IBB (Interest Based Bargaining) for Unit A (teachers) will begin 

on Monday, February 29th.  An April completion date is the goal. 

 

The school committee members will receive an electronic copy of the superintendent 

evaluation packet to be completed and returned to Ms. Bohne by March 8th and be 

presented at the March 23rd school committee meeting. 

 

 At this time there are no warrant articles for Spring Town Meeting. 

 

Superintendent Report 

 

The spring musical “Damn Yankees” will be held in the newly renovated high school 

auditorium on March 3, 4, and 5th.  When a new space is opened there are always several 

issues that need to be addressed.  The EFPBC will be meeting at the high school 

tomorrow to discuss adjustments that may be needed in the auditorium. 

 

Dr. Evans thanked staff members who contributed their time and support during the 

recent loss of a former high school student during the February break. 

 

Dr. Evans thanked the DPW for their help during the recent cold weather and dealing 

with frozen pipes.  Dr. Evans also thanked the DPW for the installation of a new sign for 

the central office administrative offices. 

 

Dr. Evans reported a large pool of applicants with a number of highly qualified 

candidates have been received for the high school principal vacancy.  The first meeting of 

the interview team will take place on February 24th.  There will be opportunities for 

interested community members to meet with the finalists. 
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Approval of Gift 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to accept with gratitude the $19,953 gift from the 

   McCall Middle School Parent Association to fund the McCall 

   Middle School Extracurricular Activities program. 

 

Approve Fee Changes - Preschool, Kindergarten, School Lunch 

 

Mr. Danizio reviewed proposed fee increases for preschool tuition, All Day Kindergarten 

tuition, and school lunches.  He suggested that the approval of the committee is timely as 

registration is quickly approaching.  The proposed increased were as follows: 

 

Pre-K Tuition Recommendation: Increase fees by 5% to provide for anticipated contract 

settlement. 

 

FY16   FY17 

Program  Time   Tuition  Tuition 

3 and 4  AM Only  $ 3,876  $ 4,100 

4 and 5  AM Only  $ 3,528  $ 3,700 

3 and 4  Full Day  $ 7,446  $ 7,800 

4 and 5  Full Day  $ 7,446  $ 7,800 

Mixed   PM Only  $ 3,252  $ 3,400 

 

Kindergarten Tuition:  FY16 Tuition - $995 FY17 Tuition $1040 

 

School Lunch:  Increase the lunch fee by $0.25 and a la carte fees by a small amount.  

The fee has been unchanged for a least eight years and the costs of the program continue 

to increase. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 

  

   VOTED to approve the proposed 2016-2017 tuition for 

   the Winchester Public School preschool program as noted, 

   approve the school lunch fee by $0.25 and kindergarten 

   tuition from $995 to $1040. 

 

Next Meeting Date 

 

The next meeting of the school committee is scheduled for March 8, 2016 at 7:15 p.m.  

 

 

Executive Session 

None 

 

Adjournment 
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It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 

 

 

Document List 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Parking Report John Danizio 2/23/16 

 

Master Plan/Capital Update Chris Nixon 2/23/16 

Technology Update Jennifer Elineema 2/23/16 

Personnel Hand Book Sean Walsh 2/23/16 

Staffing Update Sean Walsh 2/23/16 

Proposed Job Descriptions Sean Walsh 2/23/16 


