
 
School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

January 12, 2016 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held at 7:03 p.m. on Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at the Parkhurst 
School, 40 Samoset Road. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne, Chair  
Mr. Linskey, Vice-Chair  
Mr. Nixon   
Mr. Schindelman  
Ms. Verdicchio  
Judith Evans, Superintendent 
Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 
John Danizio, Director of Finance 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Polly Sawyer of Dawes Avenue spoke about her son, a fifth grader at Vinson-Owen, who 
was diagnosed with a language based disability.  Ms. Sawyer shared how working with 
Pam Girouard, Administrator of Special Education, placing him in a language based 
program, has provided her son the services needed for him to access the curriculum.  Ms. 
Sawyer urged the school committee to approve the special education budget, specifically 
as it relates to the language based program at the middle school.   
 
Kendra Winner of Lagrange Street spoke about her son, a fifth grader at Vinson-Owen, 
diagnosed with a non-verbal disorder.  Ms. Winner shared how the language based 
program is meeting his needs and urged the school committee to support the language 
based program at McCall.  
 
Leslie Dietiker of Forest Street shared her son’s progress on making gains since he 
entered the language based program at Vinson-Owen.  Her concerns were around the 
continuation of the language based program at McCall.   
 
Rena Marignoli of Hinds Road shared that her daughter recently transferred into the 
language based program at Vinson-Owen and after just a short period of time it is the first 
time she is feeling academically successful.   
 
Alex Halsey of Park Avenue talked about the value of the language based program at 
Vinson-Owen echoing the sentiments of the previous speakers of the importance to 
maintain the support program to the middle school and mirror the current program at 
Vinson-Owen. 
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Laura Jimenez of Forest Street is grateful and amazed at the language based program at 
Vinson-Owen where student’s needs are being met.  However, parents have an enormous 
amount of fear as their children move into the middle school.  Ms. Jimenez encouraged 
the committee to support the program at the middle school. 
 
Dr. Evans thanked the parents for sharing their concerns and encouraged 
parents/guardians to call her, come to a Superintendent chat meeting, or make an 
appointment to talk through issues.  Parents were also encouraged to contact Pam 
Girouard, Special Education Administrator, or principal Goncalves to share their 
concerns.  Dr. Evans stated that this is a program issue and not a budget issue.  The 
school system is committed to meeting the student’s needs.      
 
 

Student Representative 
 

Chris Kuang reported the Winchester High School Gives Back fundraiser collected 
$11,760 and distributed approximately 600 gifts to families in need.  A winter concert 
was held last evening.  On Thursday the Student Council, working with the League of 
Women Voters, is holding a student voter registration.  The hope is to have 100 eligible 
students register to vote.  
 

Chair Report 
 

Ms. Bohne wished the students well at the high school on their upcoming mid-year 
exams that will take place next week. 
 

Superintendent Report 
 

Dr. Evans reported on the recent well attended Parent to Parent sponsored Coffee with 
the Superintendent.  Dr. Evans reminded and invited folks to attend upcoming 
Superintendent chats to discuss issues of concern.    
 

Multicultural Grants 
 

Robin Smith, Chair of the School Impact Committee of the Multicultural network shared 
three grants that were awarded from the Multicultural Network.  Mary Costello from the 
music department received a $750 grant for a library of multicultural sheet music.   
Carolyn Plosky, a McCall English teacher, received $350 to purchase multicultural books 
for her classroom.  Special Education teacher Jennifer Flaherty and School Psychologist 
Jenny Bove received a grant in the amount of $400 to facilitate an after-school peer group 
program.  
 
Ms. Smith indicated that the School Impact Committee, which has been a part of the 
Multicultural Network for at least 12 years, intends to make grants an annual event 
moving forward to help promote diversity in the schools.   
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The Committee discussed their concerns regarding the request by the MCN to 
acknowledge the awarded grants. The Committee asked the Policy Subcommittee to do 
some research around gift recognition and report back to the Committee with a 
recommendation.  Ms. Smith stated the acknowledgment of the Network’s support is 
requested to show their partnership with the schools.  
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED the Winchester School Committee 

accept with gratitude the three Multicultural 
Network grants with the provision that any 
recognition of the Winchester Multicultural 
Network will be made after a review of the 
Winchester Public Schools policies on such 
matters. 
 

C.A.S.IT. Gift 
 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   Voted to accept with gratitude the $5,000 gift 
   for the continued promotion of the Italian 
   language program. 
 

Lueders Enviornmental Inc. Gift 
 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with gratitude the $125 gift 
   from Lueders Environmental, Inc. which is an 
   annual gift. 
 

Junior Statesmen of American Out-of-State Trip Approval 
 

Tracy Troiano, a special education teacher and Winchester High School faculty advisor 
of Junior Statesmen of America, joined the committee outlining in detail the proposed 
Junior Statesmen of America out-of-state trip to Washington, DC from February 26-28, 
2016.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the proposed JSA Winter Congress  
   trip to Washington, DC as presented tonight provided all 
   the necessary paperwork is in order and the Superintendent 
   has the authority to cancel the trip up until the day of, if 

world circumstances allow. 
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McCall Deed Restriction Vote 

 
Dr. Evans provided information to the Committee on the McCall Deed Restriction.  The 
Committee asked for additional information from Meg White prior to a vote.  The matter 
has been postponed until the next meeting.   
 

FY17 Budget Presentation 
 

Superintendent Evans reviewed the FY17 budget development planning that began in the 
summer of 2015.  Dr. Evans also provided a comprehensive overview of the proposed 
budget indicating a 4.92% increase from FY16.  Detailed information regarding the 
budget elements was also outlined.  Enrollment history, staffing changes, non-personnel 
changes, budget initiatives, benchmark data, along with next steps were clearly defined 
for Committee consideration and discussion.  
 
Committee members inquired about specifics in the budget to better understand the needs 
within the system.  Assumptions around Chapter 70 will be available in the next two 
weeks.  A public hearing on the FY17 budget will be held on January 26th.   
 

Update on the Superintendent’s Entry Plan 
 

Dr. Evans provided a preliminary report of her entry plan outlining the pre-entry, entry, 
report of findings, and plan of action.  In the spring of 2016 Dr. Evans will provide a final 
update to the committee along with clear identification of strengths, challenges, and 
recommendations of action steps that support continued school and district improvement.   
 
Ms. Bohne indicated that March 1st the Committee will begin their final evaluation of the 
superintendent and the plan will be helpful during Dr. Evans’ evaluation process.  Ms. 
Bohne stated that the feedback Dr. Evans received from her first visits is that she is an 
exceptional listener.  Mr. Bohne encouraged Dr. Evans to go back out and develop deeper 
relationships with the people she has met. Mr. Nixon complimented Dr. Evans on how 
she is using social media as a mean to communicate. Ms. Bohne encouraged committee 
members to join Dr. Evans during her visits to “see her in action.” 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
    VOTED to approve the minutes of November 24, 
    2015 and December 15, 2015 as amended. 
 
 

Executive Session 
 

The committee moved into executive session for the purposes of discussing strategies for 
negotiations and moved into regular session only for the purposes of adjournment. 
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Roll Call 

 
A roll call vote was taken with all members participating. 
 

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Freda Canavan 
Administrative Superintendent 
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