
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

December 3, 2013 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:06 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3, 2013, at 40 Samoset 
Road, Parkhurst School. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey   
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman   
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent  
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 

Public Comment 
 

Erika Guckenberger, President of the Winchester Education Association, along with a 
large group of teachers, attended the meeting and requested a quick settlement of new 
contracts.  Several teachers spoke highlighting the falling per pupil costs in Winchester, 
and the need for competitive salary in order to retain quality teachers to maintain the high 
standards of educational excellence.  Ms. Guckenberger provided a petition to Chairman 
Schindelman signed by over 400 members of the WEA supporting a quick settlement that 
is fair and equitable with all of the bargaining units.  Ms. Guckenberger asked that “in the 
next few weeks the negotiation team redouble their efforts with a contract that reflects 
what they and their students deserve.”  Mr. Schindelman responded that the School 
Committee looks at the teaching profession as partners and the School Committee also 
wants to see a fair contract. 
 
Five minute recess. 
 

Relay for Life Event – Request to Use Manchester Field 
 

Kristen Ritchie of Connect and Commit joined the Committee and outlined the “Relay 
for Life” event proposed to take place from Saturday, June 21st from 5:00 p.m. through 
Sunday, June 22, 2014, ending at 6:00 a.m. at Manchester Field.  The School Committee 
approved this same request the last two years although those events were held at Ciarcia 
Field.  The first two years of the event have been successful with at least 500 participants 
and $120,000 raised. 
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The School Committee was provided documentation with the Police Chief, Fire Chief 
and DPW signing off on their specific department requirements.  Insurance certification 
was also provided. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the request to use Manchester 
   Field for the evening of June 21st and the morning of  
   June 22nd to host the “Relay for Life” event. 

 
Mr. Nixon noted that the letter being sent out to neighbors of Manchester Field include 
that temporary lighting will be used during the event.   
 

WHS Proposed Project Report 
 

For the past few months the Superintendent has been presenting various themes of the 
proposed high school project.  Tonight’s presentation focused on Frequently Asked 
Questions about the project raised over the course of the last few months.   
 

PARCC Assessments – Update 
 

Winchester has been invited to participate in the PARCC’s pilot testing program.  Four of 
our schools were identified for selection.  The Superintendent, after having a number of 
conversations and emails with Robert Lee, Chief MCAS Analyst for the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, has agreed to do the PARCC field testing at the 
Ambrose Elementary School.  Two classes from the third grade and two classes from the 
fifth grade will participate in the on-line field test.  The staff at Ambrose will be notified 
of this decision on December 2nd.   
 
Whether Winchester will be seeking a waiver for MCAS testing for these four classrooms 
is still undecided at this time.  After conversations with Principal Petrowsky, the 
Superintendent and Ms. Petrowsky are leaning toward not asking for the waiver.  A final 
decision by the Superintendent will be made by December 6th.   
 
The Superintendent is satisfied with the decision of the plans to move forward for the two 
year transition as he believes it will help the district learn more about the technical 
limitations the system has as well as what the network capacities are.  
 
The exam is scheduled to take place the last ten days in March and the first days in April.   
 

Superintendent Report 
 

The Superintendent reported that there has been an update to the long standing CORI 
law.  The new standard will now include a fingerprint-based system that will not only 
check state but national criminal record checks (SAFIS). Initially all new staff hired for 
the 2013-2014 school year will be subject to the checks, and all other employees will be 
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required fingerprinting on a phased-in schedule.  The logistics of the fingerprint based 
system are currently being finalized.  Eventually there will be more than thirty locations 
around the state where individuals may go to have their fingerprints taken.  There will be 
a cost to the employee for the service - $55 for licensed employees and $35 for all other 
employees.   
 
The State Department of Public Health is offering grants to allow radon testing in the 
schools.  Winchester has applied for a grant and is currently sixth on the list.  If 
Winchester does not make the testing timeline this year, Winchester will be on the list for 
next year.   
 
A Public Hearing is being held on Tuesday, December 17, 2013 at 7:45 p.m. in the 
Waterfield Room at the Town Hall concerning the property at 452 Main Street (McCall 
Middle School) regarding a special permit from Section 3, Group VI(4) of the Winchester 
Zoning By Law in accordance with Chapter 40A, Section 9 of MGL so as to be permitted 
to construct a greenhouse.   
 
Myrna Chan-MacRae, a Vinson Owen parent, spearheaded an initiative with the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
for an Assessment Grant for three locations in need of improvement at the Vinson Owen 
Elementary School.  Ms. Chan-MacRae will be invited to a January School Committee 
meeting to provide an update. 
 
Information from three residents of Winchester was provided to the School Committee 
requesting School Committee consideration to honor Dr. Guido Sabelli, former principal 
of the Vinson Owen School, by naming part of the Media Center in his honor.  The 
School Committee will consider this request sometime in January or February. 
 
Chairman Schindelman felt that there was a need to provide more structure to the recent 
Naming Policy that was recently voted by the School Committee. 
 

Approve of Minutes 
 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the minutes of October 8,  
   2013 as amended. 
 

Next Meeting Dates 
 

The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for December 17, January 14 and 
January 28, which are regular meetings.  Special budget meetings are scheduled for 
January 6, 7, and 21.  
 

Executive Session 
 



An Executive Session was held for the purposes of contract negotiations.  The School 
Committee would reconvene to regular session only for the purpose of adjournment. 
 

Roll Call 
 
A roll call vote was taken to move into Executive Session.   
 

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
William H. McAlduff, Jr. 
 
    
 
 
 
   

Document List 
 

 
Document Author/Presenter Date 

Handouts from WEA union members 
– 1. MCAS scores and teacher 
salaries, 2. Investment per pupil, 3. 
Per pupil district profiles, Inflation 
data for column and step moves and 
Petition for fair and equitable 
contract. 

WEA Membership 12/3/13 
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