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Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:06 p.m. on Monday, December 1, 2014, at 40 Samoset 
Road, Parkhurst School.  
 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey  
Mr. Nixon   
Mr. Schindelman   
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent  
Jennifer Elineema  
John Danizio, Director of Finance 
 
Mr. Nixon began the meeting by giving the opportunity for members of the Committee to 
speak in memory of Sarah Swiger, a longtime School Committee member, who passed 
away last week.  A remarkable women whose contributions to the town and beyond will 
be sorely missed. 
 

Public Comment 
 

Ian Phillips of Manchester Road presented the Committee with some facts he researched 
regarding his opposition of lights on Manchester Field asking the Committee for their 
consideration when making a decision.  He indicated that the concept of “if you live near 
a field you should expect lights” is incorrect and unfair.  Homes most impacted by 
lighting were owned by the current residents prior to an athletic field being present.  He 
questioned the need for lights, or is it because we covet what neighboring towns have.  
He stated that additional use hours will be requested after revisiting the field use in 18 
months.   
 
He would like the School Committee to consider making several changes to the field use 
policy before voting:  lighting hours will not be increased beyond 8:30 p.m., lighting will 
be five nights per week Monday through Friday, and proactively involve the community 
requiring notice to abutters and neighbors of a meeting, a minimum of two weeks in 
advance, holding the meeting during the school year in order for community residence to 
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be available to attend the meeting and provide input.   Mr. Phillips also urged the School 
Committee to comply with all Winchester By-laws and procedures. 
 

Superintendent Search Update 
 

Mr. Nixon took the opportunity to thank the members of the Search Advisory Committee 
for their dedication and hard work serving on the committee.   
 
Mr. Nixon announced and provided a bio of the four finalists brought forward by the 
Search Advisory Committee in no particular order.  They are as follows: 
 
Judith Evans, Ed.D. Superintendent of Schools, Medway Publics Schools (2008-present) 
 
Bradford Jackson, Ed.D. Superintendent of Schools, Holliston Public Schools (2004-
present) 
 
Jennifer Price, Ed.D. Principal, Newton North High School, Newton (2006-present) 
 
Anne Wilson, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools, Sudbury Public Schools, (2011-present) 
 
An accelerated schedule for the interview process was shared with the Committee. The 
schedule for each of the candidates to spend a day in Winchester meeting administrators, 
teachers, staff, and community members is as follows: 
 
 December 8 Dr. Bradford Jackson 
 December 9 Dr. Judith Evans   
 December 10 Dr. Jennifer Price 
 December 11 Dr. Anne Wilson 
 
The School Committee will conduct public interviews of all four candidates at their 
December 15th meeting scheduled to start at 5:30 p.m. There will be 50 minutes allotted 
per candidate.  Upon completion of the interviews the Committee will take a final vote on 
whether to conduct site visits or not. 
 

Vote on Proposed Amendment to the EDCO Collaborative Articles of Agreement 
 

Earlier this summer the School Committee voted to approve the Articles of Agreement 
for the EDCO Collaborative.  The Articles of Agreement need to be reconstructed at this 
time because of the requirements of state legislation that was passed in 2013.   The 
change is in Article VIII, Section E which would read “By an affirmative vote of 2/3 of 
the Board members…”  EDCO voted this change at their last meeting.    
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve EDCO Collaborative’s Articles of 
   Agreement as amended to reflect them from a vote of 2/3 
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   of the Board members as opposed to a majority vote 
   of the Board members. 
 

Proposed Change to Policy of Naming or Dedication of Specific School or School 
Grounds Spaces 

 
In light of on-going discussions, most especially related to the PowerEd Up! Partnership 
initiative with WFEE, Mr. McAlduff indicated the Policy Sub-Committee reviewed 
Policy FF and is proposing to amend the policy by adding language that addresses the 
potential naming of facility spaces in conjunction with the acceptance of gifts as 
approved by the School Committee.   
 
The additional wording provided for Committee review was:  “The School Committee 
may approve gifts to the Winchester Public Schools and, in conjunction with any such 
gift, may name a particular school facility space including but not limited to a component 
of a building, athletic field or facility, auditorium, library, or classroom.  Any such gift 
must be consistent with the School Committee’s policy on gifts.   
 
On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the Committee 
unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept the amended language on naming  

in conjunction of gifts as presented. 
    

WFEE Proposal for PowerEd UP! Fundraising 
 

The proposal for discussion was geared to give WFEE the opportunity to provide some 
incentives to donors outside the community for the PowerEd Up! Initiative.  Ms. 
Verdichhio reviewed the giving societies which are comprised of a select group of 
leaders who support WFEE’s PowerED UP! Mission along with the stewardship 
description. 
 
Ms. Bohne had concerns with the examples presented regarding inspirational quotes that 
could be written on the plaque.  Mr. McAlduff stated that if the School Committee votes 
on the leadership gift opportunities there will be continued discussion regarding what will 
be included on the plaque.   
 
On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the WFEE proposal for PowerEd Up! 
   fundraising protocols with various levels of substantial  
   donations and corresponding recognition options as 
   presented.  
 
 
 



Approval of Minutes 
 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the minutes of October 28, 2014 
   as presented. 
 

Next Meeting Dates 
 

The next meeting dates are scheduled for: 
 
December 8, 9, 10, and 11 – For the purposes of meeting and greeting the four 
superintendent finalist candidates. 
 
December 15, 17, and 18. 
 

Roll Call Vote 
 

A roll call vote was taken with all five members. 
 

Executive Session 
 

An Executive Session took place for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining and 
a potential litigation.  The Committee reconvened into public session only the purpose of 
adjournment. 
  

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Freda Canavan 
Secretary to the School Committee 
 
 
 

Document List 
 

 
Document Author/Presenter Date 

Memorandum Ian Phillips 12/1/14 
Memorandum Chris Nixon 12/1/14 

Public Gifts to the Schools Policy William McAlduff 12/1/14 

December 1, 2014 
 
 

4


	Winchester Public Schools
	December 1, 2014
	Roll Call


