
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

December 13, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:05 p.m. on Tuesday, December 13, 2016, at the 

Parkhurst School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Schindelman, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey 

Mr. Nixon   

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance (Absent) 

 

Presentation:  Elementary Student Presentation 

 

The elementary principals joined the committee to share a presentation that encompassed 

a common goal across the elementary schools:  Elementary integration and collaboration 

across subject areas to support whole child learning.  Students from several elementary 

schools presented their work on art and geometry, music, RULER, and ELL.   

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

Student Report 

 

Student representatives Olivia Phillips and Randi Kirk reported that winter sports are 

underway.  Winchester High School Gives Back has raised $9,000 to date.  Mr. Skinder 

is performing at a downtown restaurant this evening to raise money to donate to the 

Winchester Gives Back fundraiser.  Seniors are anxiously awaiting notification letters 

from colleges.  Congratulations went out to the choral performers for putting everyone in 

the holiday spirit at the well-attended program recently held.  The PFA provided the staff 

with a holiday breakfast which was well attended.  Professional opera singers from Italy 

performed 30 minute programs for students taking Italian and music classes. A holiday 

fair was held last weekend with all sport teams and clubs selling their team wear.  The ski 

team is selling Christmas trees.   
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2017-2018 District Calendar 

 

 

Dr. Evans reported that each school year the school committee reviews the proposed 

district calendar.  Included in the packet for review and discussion was the draft 2017-

2018 school year calendar for first reading.  When the school committee voted the 2016-

2017 calendar, the committee indicated that the 2017-2018 calendar would align with the 

recommendations of the Calendar Study Committee to have only state and federal 

holidays as non-school days.  The Calendar Study Committee report of January 2016 was 

available in the packet for committee review.   

 

The draft calendar includes only state/federal holidays, one full professional development 

day, and the winter, February and April vacation as full no-school days. The proposed 

calendar does not include exams days and teacher conference days.  It was noted that 

early release days are considered full days.  It will be important to communicate to staff, 

parents, and students the Religious Accommodation Policy (ACDA).  The intent of the 

policy is to respect every religious and ethnic preference.  Dr. Evans reported the 

Winchester Education Association is in support of the proposed calendar.   

 

The committee discussed having the Election Day as a no school day, using it as a 

professional development day for staff.   Dr. Evans stated that the Incident Management 

Team is reviewing the voting locations in the schools and feels strongly about not having 

schools as polling locations, keeping students as safe as possible.   

 

Ms. Verdicchio stated the 2017-2018 calendar will be a trial year that will take some 

adjustment with regard to the Religious Accommodation Policy.  Dr. Evans stated the 

principals will be working with teachers to make this happen.   

 

 Dr. Evans would like to put the draft calendar on the school website for parents to view, 

comment on, and/or ask questions. 

 

FY18 Budget:  Special Education 

 

Pam Girouard, Administrator of Special Education, joined the committee sharing an 

overview of the Special Education Program overview.  The presentation included FY18 

budget assumptions and drivers, budget categories, projected personnel changes, out-of-

district tuition, out-of-district and in-district SPED transportation, home and vendor 

services, and supplies and materials.   

 

Program of Studies 

 

The school committee was presented with the proposed changes to the 2017-2018 

Winchester High School program of studies.  The superintendent wanted the Program of 

Studies available as quickly as possible to begin the review process.  Several meetings 

are scheduled for January to review the Program of Studies and then high school 

principal Mahoney will present the changes to the school committee shortly thereafter.   

 

Human Rights Statement 
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Ms. Verdicchio reported the Board of Selectmen adopted a town-wide Human Rights 

Statement in 2009.  The statement was reviewed and discussed by the school committee 

at that time, but no vote by the school committee to adopt the Human rights Statement 

took place.  After reading the statement Ms. Verdicchio asked school committee 

members to adopt this statement as it is important to affirm the committee’s values.  At a 

January meeting the committee will revisit the Human Rights Statement for adoption. 

 

Strategic Visioning 

 

Ms. Bohne provided a draft summary of events for the Strategic Visioning process along 

with reviewing the timeline. The first meeting with the working group is taking place 

December 14th. 

 

Trip Approval 

 

Mr. Chris Kurhajetz, Director of Social Studies, requested approval of a proposed trip 

New York City for the Model UN conference taking place from March 10-13, 2017. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

VOTED to approve the out-of-state trip to New York City, 

scheduled for March 10-13, 2017, provided all the 

   necessary paperwork is in order and the superintendent 

   has authority to cancel the trip in case of adverse world 

   conditions.  Should the number of attendees reach or surpass 

   20 students, an additional chaperone should be in attendance. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   Voted to accept the school committee minutes 

   of November 15, 2016 and November 29, 2016 

   as presented. 

 

Chair Report 

 

Ms. Verdicchio shared a schedule for members to attend PTO/PFA meeting during the 

2016-2017 school year.  

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Evans and Mr. Mahoney participated in a Start School Earlier conference. 

 

Dr. Evans meet with representatives from Parent to Parent who will be sponsoring a 

program entitled Raising Caring and Respectful Children:  Parenting in the Post-Election 
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Climate with Dr. Richard Weissbourd on Tuesday, January 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the high 

school auditorium.   

 

Executive Session 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to move into Executive Session for the 

   purposes of discussion of strategy related to  

   bargaining of Unit D contract, since discussion 

   in open session may be detrimental to bargaining. 

   The committee will return to open session only  

   for the purposes of adjournment. 

 

Roll Call 

 

A roll call vote took place with all five school committee members participating. 

 

Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

PowerPoint – Elementary Integration and Collaboration 

Across Subject Areas to Support Whole Child Learning 

Dr. Elineema 12/13/16 

Draft 2017-2018 District School Calendar Dr. Evans 12/13/16 

Calendar Study Committee Report Dr. Evans January 2016 

Special Education Program Report Ms. Girouard 12/13/16 

FY18 Special Education Budget Overview PowerPoint Ms. Girouard 12/13/16 

Summary of Proposed Changes to the 2017-2018 

Program of Studies 

Mr. Mahoney 12/13/16 

Draft of 2017-2018 Student Guide and Course of 

Studies for Winchester High School 

Mr. Mahoney 12/13/16 

Draft Human Rights Statement Ms. Verhicchio 12/13/16 

Strategic Visioning  - Draft Ms. Bohne December 2016 

Trip Approval to NYC for Model UN Conference Mr. Kurhajetz 12/13/16 

Minutes Freda Canavan November 15 and 
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29, 2016 

Winchester School Committee PTO/PRA Scheduling 

for 2016-2017 School Year 

Ms. Verdicchio 12/13/16 

 

 


