
 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

November 24, 2015 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was held at 7:01 p.m. on Tuesday, November 24, 2015, at the 

Parkhurst School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Bohne, Chair  

Mr. Linskey, Vice-Chair  

Mr. Nixon   

Mr. Schindelman  

Ms. Verdicchio  

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance 

 

Student Presentation:  Lincoln School CAFE Literacy Model 

 

Elizabeth McEleney, Grade 3 Lincoln teacher and Aiden Hunt, Grade 5 Lincoln teacher, 

along with students Ellen Steward and Ed Steward, joined the Committee providing an 

overview of Daily 5/CAFÉ.  The Daily 5/CAFÉ is a framework for structuring literacy 

time so students develop lifelong habits of reading, writing, and working independently.    

 

Public Comment 

 

Patty Clewley, Precinct 1, spoke to the vote taken this morning by the EFPBC to not 

install a full hearing loop within the Winchester High School auditorium for a cost of 

$130,000.  Ms. Clewley indicated that the superintendent did not make a suggestion or 

commitment to install a much less costly partial loop for $25,000 at that EFPBC meeting.  

Ms. Clewley requested that the School Committee add this issue to a future agenda.   

 

Maura Sullivan joined in Ms. Clewley’s appeal requesting the School Committee work 

with the EFPBC regarding a partial loop system be installed in the high school 

auditorium which existed in the high school prior to the construction.   

 

Student Representative 

 

Chris Kuang reported that Spirit Half Week has been taking place this week with cash 

prizes being offered by the Student Council for the grade with the most spirit.  The 

annual Thanksgiving football game will take place on Thursday and the annual Powder 

Puff game will take place on Wednesday afternoon.  Currently the Winchester High 

School Give Back initiative has raised $2,881 during the first two weeks.  Their goal is to 



 

November 24, 2015 

 

 

2 

raise $15,000 this year.  There are two weeks remaining for collections and Chris 

encouraged those interested to donate.   

 

Mr. Nixon asked Chris Kuang what the impact for students has been this year by not 

having access to the auditorium.  Chris indicated that students have not been able to use 

the stage area for play practice and performances, English classes have had to find other 

spaces to use, as well as lack of space for whole school assemblies. 

 

Chair Report 

 

Ms. Bohne encouraged everyone to come and support the football team during the 

Thanksgiving game.   

 

Ms. Bohne was sadden to report that two sister’s from the Saint-Germain-en-laye 

community were lost in the recent Paris attach.   

 

Superintendent Report 

 

The Superintendent normally does not respond to public comments however, she wanted 

to clarify the information leading up to the recent EFPBC vote on the loop hearing 

system in the high school auditorium.  The EFPBC has worked tirelessly discussing the 

installation and options available for a loop hearing system. Everyone on the EFPBC 

committee was involved in this very difficult decision and the EFPBC voted to move 

forward with the current FM system and revisit the possibility of a partial loop hearing 

system as a retrofit should more funds become available at a later date.  Currently the 

Winchester High School project is close to budget and the EFPBC is watching the budget 

carefully.  

 

Ms. Bohne recommended having Bob Deering, Chair of the EFPBC, come to a School 

Committee meeting to provide an overview on how the EFPBC came to the recent vote 

not to install the loop system.   

 

Dr. Evans reported on the Calendar Study Committee is currently working on a survey to 

be sent out to teachers and parents shortly.  A recommendation will be made to the 

School Committee very soon. 

 

Vote on Policies 

 

This is a second reading of the Security Cameras in Schools, Student Conduct on School 

Buses, and Physical, Restraint of Students policies.  It was suggested to reformat the 

Student Conduct on School Buses policy onto one page. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the Committee 

unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adopt the revised Student Conduct on School 

   Buses policy, the Security Cameras in Schools policy and 

   the Physical Restraint of Students policy as revised tonight. 
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Acceptance of Gift 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude the gift from the 

   John and Mary Murphy Educational Foundation 

   for $1,500 to fund the fourth annual International 

   Festival at the Lynch Elementary School. 

 

Enrollment:  Projected Core Classroom Sections 

 

Dr. Evans shared the first pass on the 2016-2017 projected core classrooms:  Grades K-5 

as of November 20, 2015.  The document provides is an indicator for budget planning 

purposes.  All areas will be closely watched and updated during the year.  The pressing 

issue is classroom space as several of the schools are at capacity.  The Superintendent and 

Chair of the Committee are working with the Town Manager regarding new building 

projects, knock downs, etc.  Important information for consideration will be how many 

bedrooms there are per each new building project. 

 

Special Education:  Financial Overview 

 

Dr. Evans provided a Special Education: Budget Planning for FY17 document that 

included assumptions, personnel, vendor home and related services, and out-of-district 

tuitions/transportation information that will be used during the budget planning for 

special education services for FY17.  The report is preliminary as things will change as 

the budget process moves forward.   

 

An overview of Special Education in-district programs was provided.  Preschool 

programs will be included in the report in the future.  Mr. Nixon suggested including 

information about the Special Education PAC as well.   

 

Mr. Danizio reviewed the Special Education tuition update for FY16 providing a 

summary of the changes that have taken place in out-of-district placements since the 

budget was passed last spring. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the School Committee minutes of   

   September 15, 2015 and November 10, 2015 as amended. 

 

Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

 

 



 

November 24, 2015 

 

 

4 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 

 

 

Document List 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Public Comment Patty Clewley 11/24/15 

Public Comment Maura Sullivan 11/24/15 

Daily 5/CAFÉ Lincoln School Teachers 11/24/15 


