
 

 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

November 21, 2017 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:09 p.m. on November 21, 2017, at 40 Samoset 

Road, Winchester, MA, at the Parkhurst School. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Nixon, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey  

Ms. Bergstrom  

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent (absent) 

Ellen Whittemore, Director of Finance of Operations 

 

 

Public Comment 

 

Stacey Irizarry of Salem Street provided the committee with an overview of recent 

activities of WIN-PAC, the district’s special education advisory council.  The goals of the 

PAC are to reach out to parents to improve dialog, reach out to general education parents, 

and to discuss how special education students can access everything that is offered 

through the school system.  October 4 was the PAC’s first meeting with Ms. Irizarry and 

Ms. Zeina Marchant serving as co-chairs of the PAC.  The PAC hosted a preschool 

coffee as well as an event to update parents on the Strategic Visioning initiative the 

school committee is working on. The PAC is discussing the beacons of the Strategic 

Vision.  The PAC will host an anti-bullying event in 2018.   

 

Ms. Marchant stated that the PAC would like to work closely with the school committee 

and administration to increase special education staff.  The PAC would like to post 

information on the district website to improve staff awareness of the PAC and their goals. 

 

Pam Cort of Arlington Street supported the PAC and their new leadership as well as the 

integration of parent involvement.  Ms. Cort spoke about when she grew up in 

Marblehead and learned about the local history of the town through the school’s 

curriculum.  She encouraged Winchester to incorporate the rich history of Winchester’s 

history into the curriculum giving students the opportunity to learn about their hometown. 
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Student Report 

 

Meagan Jens and Nathaniel Burns joined the committee to report on recent and upcoming 

activities at the high school.  The high school play Francine’s Will is scheduled for 

November 30-December 3 at 7:30 p.m.  Members of the Student Council would like to 

learn more about the proposed pool on Skillings Field and asked the school committee if 

they could meet to share concerns and ask questions about the project.  Meagan, who is 

involved with the civic engagement group, will be sending out surveys to high school 

students to collect information about student’s views on their civic classes.  Fall sports 

had a successful season.  Spirit Half week, hosted by the School Council, is taking place 

this week.  Activities included Monday - Gray Day, Tuesday – Crazy Sock Day, and 

Wednesday – Class Color Day.  A pep rally will be held on Wednesday, followed by the 

Powder Puff football game.  The weight room equipment was recently dedicated to 

Patrick Gill. 

 

Columbus Day Holiday Presentation 

 

Gerry Skinder, along with several students, and John Swan (parent), joined the committee 

to present why they believe Columbus Day should be changed to Indigenous Peoples’ 

Day, urging the school committee to vote to have the school system designate the second 

Monday of every October as Indigenous Peoples’ Day.  Members of the group provided 

research that support their request, along with a list of states that have adopted 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day.  

 

Winchester High School Testing/Matriculation Report 

 

Suzanne Ontso, Guidance Administrator, provided the committee with a comprehensive 

report on Winchester High School’s college entrance exam and matriculation report.  The 

report included information regarding PSAT/NMSQT, ACT, and ACT administration 

and scores, 2016 college and career benchmarks vs. the state average, the number of 

students who received commended, semi-finalist and finalist National Merit status, SAT  

and ACT average scores, Advance Placement test scoring, and Winchester High School 

graduation statistics and outcomes, including application trends. 

 

Ms. Ontso highlighted the trend of increasing numbers of seniors filing college 

applications in November, ahead of the traditional January deadline; over 80% of the 

class of 2017 submitted at least one application for “early action” (acceptance not binding 

on the student) or “early decision” (binding). This trend has an impact on the workload of 

guidance counselors. Ms. Ontso also noted 87% of the senior class reported being 

accepted to one of their top three choices.  

 

Ms. Bohne would like information about student stress caused by the college application 

process discussed at a future meeting.   
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Special Education Update:  2017-2018 

 

Pam Girouard, Administrator of Special Education, provided the committee with a 

special education update for 2017-2018.  The report included the status of special 

education as of October 1, 2017, program locations including in-district specialized 

programs, special education staffing by school, examples of out-of-district schools and 

tuitions, overview by grade/disability category, the number of classes with co/tri teachers, 

and sections district-wide.  

 

School Start Time Study Committee Update 

 

Dr. Evans reported on the recent School Start Time Study Committee meeting that took 

place on November 15.  The committee reviewed over 1,000 responses to the on-line 

survey from parents and students.   The committee will analyze the responses and provide 

the information at a School Start Time public forum scheduled for Tuesday, November 

28 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium.   The School Start Time Study Committee 

hopes to bring a recommendation to the school committee by January 30, 2018. 

 

Mr. Nixon commented that the Burlington Public Schools, school committee chair, spoke 

on television recently about their vote to change their school start time.  He indicated that 

busing would be provided for folks who would have difficulty in the time change.  Mr. 

Nixon wondered if Burlington would subsidize the cost of transportation for parents, and 

if so, what would the cost be to provide parents this service.  The superintendent will 

contact Burlington’s superintendent to find an answer to Mr. Nixon’s question. 

 

FY18 Detailed Budget Report 

 

Ms. Whittemore, Director of Finance and Operations, provided the year-to-date budget 

report for the operating budget, grant accounts, and revolving accounts for the period 

ending November 14, 2017.  The estimated total “Unencumbered Balance” was 

$649,108. 

 

A budget transfer request was required to adjust budgeted amounts to tie out to actual 

amounts needed in personnel and expense lines.  The transfer included all staff changes 

and approved column moves for this year.  A motion to approve a budget transfer that 

adjusts all budget lines to reflect the revised budget column in the November 2017 

financial report would cover all of these adjustments. 

 

Mr. Nixon wanted to know and received assurance that the special education stabilization 

fund was available in case the need arises. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Linskey, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the budget transfer that adjusts 

   all budget lines to reflect the revised budget column 

   in the November 2017 financial report that will allow 

    us to cover all of these adjustments. 
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Strategic Visioning Update 

 

Ms. Bohne, who has facilitated the Strategic Visioning work of the district for the past 

several months, announced there would be a district forum on the draft vision statement 

on January 11, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium.  The forum is meant to 

provide an opportunity to discuss the vision summarized by three beacons, which guide 

the success of both individual students and the wider learning community.  Ms. Bohne 

presented the draft beacons, which are based on months of staff, parent, and student 

conversations and input.  The three beacons include – Individual Pathways for Success, 

Communities of Collaboration, and Healthy Balance and Wellness. 

 

Acceptance of Gifts 

 

The committee was presented with information regarding a grant in the amount of 

$30,000 from C.A.S.IT for continued growth of the Italian language program in 

Winchester. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept, with gratitude, a grant in the amount 

   of $30,000 from C.A.S.IT to support continued growth  

   of the Italian language program in Winchester.   

 

The committee was presented with information regarding a grant in the amount of $1,000 

from the Winchester Foundation for Educational Excellence for a Student Innovation 

grant. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept, with gratitude, $1,000 from the 

   Winchester Foundation for Educational Excellence, 

   for a Student Innovation grant.   

 

The committee publicly thanked the Winchester Foundation for Educational Education 

for creative new ways to support the schools. 

 

The committee was presented with information regarding a grant in the amount of $1,700 

from the Arthur Griffin Foundation for the high school art department. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept, with gratitude, $1,700 from the 

   Arthur Griffin Foundation to be used by the Winchester 

   High School art department. 
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Policy Updates 

 

Due to the lateness of the meeting, the committee agreed to defer the review of revisions 

to existing school committee policies to the next meeting. 

 

Chair Report 

 

Chair Verdicchio reported that Town Meeting voted in support of funding to build the 

McCall Phase 1 expansion project, converting existing space into three additional 

classrooms, as well as for the schematic design of  Phase 2 of the McCall expansion 

project, a six-classroom addition, addition to the cafeteria, teacher workroom, and athletic 

space.   

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans reported that she continues to be active in the Massachusetts Consortium for 

Innovative Educational Assessment, or MCIEA.  Dr. Evans and Counseling, Health, and 

Wellness director Carolyn Troy will be participating in a conference at the Newton 

Wellesley Hospital on December 8 that will focus on how to reduce anxiety.   

 

Ms. Bohne participated in the Prevention Conference on November 14 entitled Gender on 

the Agenda:  the Socialization of Girls and Boys in a Culture of Violence sponsored by 

the Middlesex Partnership for Youth.  Jackson Katz, Ph.D., an internationally renowned 

expert on issues of gender, race and violence, was the keynote speaker who spoke on safe 

relationships.  

 

Ms. Bohne recognized Judy Manzo, owner of the local bookstore BookEnds for over 25 

years, for her recent Community Service Award from the Retailers Association of 

Massachusetts Awards of Excellence (RAMAE). 

 

Next Meeting Dates 

 

The next meetings of the school committee are scheduled for December 5 (regular 

meeting) and a December 12 Budget Advisory meeting. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

 

Items for future agendas include:   

 

 Strategic Visioning 

 Policy Sub-Committee Update 

 

Executive Session 

 

The committee agreed to postpone the Executive Session to a future date when all 

members could attend 

. 
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Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, it was moved and seconded to 

adjourn the meeting at 9:52 p.m. 

 

  

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

WPS Vision for Learning Cindy Bohne 11/21/17 

Why Columbus Day Should be Changed to 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

Mia Schneller and Gerry Skinder 11/21/17 

Winchester High School 

Testing/Matriculation Report 

Suzanne Ontso, Guidance Administrator 11/21/17 

Special Education Update 2017-2018 Pamela Girouard, Administrator of 

Special Education 

11/21/17 

FY18 Detailed Budget Report Ellen Whittemore 11/21/17 

School Start Time Study Committee Update Judith Evans 11/21/17 

C.A.S.IT, Inc. Grant Ellen Whittemore 11/21/17 

WFEE Student Innovation Grant Caron Connelly 11/2/117 

Arthur Griffin Foundation Gift Ellen Whittemore 11/2/117 

Policy Update – On Hold Judith Evans 11/21/17 

 


