
 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

November 15, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:02 p.m. on Tuesday, November 15, 2016, at the 

Parkhurst School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Schindelman, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey 

Mr. Nixon  

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance 

 

Public Comment 

 

Mr. Nixon announced and invited everyone to participate in an upcoming public 

information session on the Master Plan facilities update being held in the Winchester 

High School auditorium on Monday, November 28th at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Student Report 

 

Student representatives Olivia Phillips and Randi Kirk reported on current events at the 

high school.  The students felt there was a lack of tolerance among students during the 

presidential election as well as a lack of civic education. Fall sports and athletic teams 

had a great season.  Girl’s field hockey made it into the finals.  The volleyball team beat 

Melrose for the first time.  Students participated in the Spartan Race at Fenway Park over 

the weekend. The play “Putting A Little English on It” will be held on November 17, 18, 

and 19 starting at 7:00 p.m. in the Winchester High School auditorium.  Students are 

collecting donations for the Annual Winchester Public Schools Gives Back program.  

The money collected will be used to purchase gift cards at Target.  The students will 

purchase and wrap gifts for students less fortunate in the area.  Last year the students 

collected $13,000.   The students hope to reach the same goal this year.  Next week the 

students will be participating in activities for Spirit Half-Week that includes a pep rally 

and the Powder Puff football game.  The entry fee to participate in the Power Puff game 

will be a donation of non-perishable food to be donated to the Woburn Council for Social 

Concern.   
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Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents Student Awards 

 

The MASS award is given to high school students who have distinguished themselves in 

the pursuit of excellence during their high school careers.  This year’s recipients joining 

the meeting to accept their awards were Katherine Deng and Lydia Pan. 

 

Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators’ Association Award 

 

The MSSAA award is given to a high achievement student who has made outstanding 

contributions to the school.  This year’s recipient joining the meeting to accept the award 

was Ruoxi Zhang, Class of 2017.   

 

Assessment and Matriculation Report 

 

Each year the Guidance department reviews data related to standardized tests, such as 

PSAT, SAT, and AP exams.  The department also reviews student outcomes in terms of 

college and career.  Suzanne Ontso, Guidance Coordinator, provided a PowerPoint 

overview of the data including PSAT administration and scores, SAT testing data, 

advanced placement testing data, graduate outcome statistics, and a matriculation report.   

 

Update on PowerEd UP! And Technology 

 

Caron Connelly, Executive Director of the Winchester Foundation for Educational 

Excellence, joined the committee and shared information about the Innovation Grants.  A 

$55,000 gift from WFEE begins a new phase of the powerED UP! campaign supporting 

Innovation Grants at each school.   

 

Mr. Connelly shared the seven Professional Development Grants totaling $6,284.00 for 

committee review.  

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept with gratitude, PowerEd UP! Grants 

   in the amount of $55,000 and professional development 

   grants in the amount of $6,284.00. 

 

Ms. Connelly announced the upcoming Trivia Bee being held on February 8th in the 

Town Hall. 

 

Ms. Connelly reported that the high school brick park donations have been successful.  

The on-line site for donations will be available until Thanksgiving for those wishing to 

contribute.  Five of the ten benches available have been purchased.  The architects have 

provided wonderful designs for the space and brick layout. 
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Strategic Visioning 

 

Ms. Bohne presented a draft outline of the Strategic Visioning for the Winchester Public 

Schools that she and Mr. Linskey have been working on. Working with the Leadership 

Team over the last 18 months, the team worked at creating district one-year goals lined 

with the school and superintendent goals.  The Strategic Visioning is an effort to look 

ahead 5-6 years.  The effort is not to redefine the mission but to define priorities shared 

with all stakeholders.  Ms. Bohne reviewed the objectives, creating a working/advisory 

group, and hiring a consultant. The process will include six phases. 

 

It was the consensus of the committee to have Ms. Bohne and Mr. Linskey move forward 

with the Strategic Visioning.   Superintendent Evans pointed out that funding was not 

included in the current budget for hiring a consultant.  However, some shifts to the 

current budget are possible and Dr. Evans suggested Ms. Bohne work with Mr. Danizio 

to keep the cost to no higher than $10,000. 

 

Trip Approval 

 

Ms. Tracy Troiano, Advisor to the Junior State of America Club, joined the committee to 

request approval for three trips; Boston Park Plaza, Providence, RI, and Washington, DC. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the school committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the JSA conference trips as 

   presented in the November 15, 2016 packet to 

   Boston Park Plaza, Providence, RI, and Washington, 

   DC as presented with the understanding if more than 

   10 students participate it would require an additional 

   chaperone, provided all the necessary paperwork is in 

   order, with the superintendent having authority to cancel 

   the trip in case of adverse world circumstances.   

 

The committee considered a proposed overnight trip to Carnegie Hall, NYC by 

Winchester High School students. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the out-of-state trip to New York 

   City, April 27-30, 2017, provided all the necessary 

   paperwork is in order and the superintendent has the 

   authority to cancel the trip in case of adverse world 

circumstances.  

 

Program of Studies Development Timeline 

 

Dr. Evans provided the committee with a timeline for approval of the 2017-2018 Program 

of Studies for Winchester High School and McCall Middle School.  Recommendations 

and approval from the committee will facilitate course selection and budget development.   
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Approval of Gift – CollegeBoard Program $1,500 Acknowledgement Award 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to accept, with gratitude, a $1,500 award from 

   CollegeBoard to be used towards the purchase of 

   instructional materials for the AP Italian Language and 

   culture classes.  

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the school committee minutes of 

   October 18, 2016 and October 25, 2016 as amended. 

 

Chair Report 

 

Ms. Verdicchio reported that Mr. Nixon provided a presentation on the Master Plan at fall 

town meeting.   

 

Town meeting approved $95,000 to replace the McCall gym ceiling.  Due to 

overcrowding at McCall Town Meeting approved $50,000 has be designated to design 

converted space. 

  

Chapter 70 is estimated to appropriate back to the schools for replacement of technology.  

 

Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans is in the process of scheduling time for the budget development process which 

will take a pragmatic approach.  The process is to begin with what we know, then talk 

about improvements that will align with the goals.   

 

Executive Session 

 

It was moved and seconded to move into Executive Session to discuss strategy 

related to bargaining of non-union central office administrator contracts, since 

discussion in open session may be detrimental to bargaining.  The committee 

returned to open session only for the purposes of adjournment. 

 

Roll Call 

 

A roll call vote took place with all five school committee members participating.  
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Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Assessment and Matriculation Report Suzanne Ontso, Guidance Coordinator 11/15/16 

November 2016 powerED UP! Gift Caron Connelly, WFEE Exec. Director 11/15/16 

WFEE Professional Development 

Grants 

Caron Connelly, WFEE Exec. Director 11/15/16 

 

CollegeBoard Program $1,500 

Acknowledgement Award 

John Danizio 11/15/16 

Trip Approval Tracy Troiano, Advisor 11/15/16 

Trip Approval  Joel Buford, Music Teacher 11/15/16 

Approval of Minutes Freda Canavan 11/15/16 

Technology Update Jennifer Elineema 11/15/16 

Strategic Visioning Draft Cindy Bohne 11/15/16 

Proposed Timeline for Program of 

Studies Revisions and Course 

Selection-McCall/WHS 

Judy Evans 11/15/16 

 


