
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

November 13, 2012 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:03 p.m. on Tuesday, November 13, 2012, in the Lynch 
Elementary School library. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey 
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman (Arrived at 8:03 p.m.)  
Ms. Swiger (Absent) 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Richard Robbat, Interim Assistant Superintendent 
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 

Public Comment 
 

Barbara Shegog of Wildwood Street, a Lynch and McCall parent, commented on the 
NCLB Lynch School Choice and the importance of explaining to parents why schools 
opted out of the NCLB School Choice.  Ms. Shegog also commented that during the 
redistricting process Lynch’s precarious position was not considered.    
 
Salma Abounadi of Swanton Street asked if parents could continue to use the 
Winchesterredistricting.com website to present concerns to the School Committee on 
redistricting. 
 

Relay for Life 
 

Kristen Ritchie, Program Director of Connect & Commit, along with Rebecca Levine, 
Director of the Winchester Youth Center joined the Committee. Connect & Commit, 
partnered with the American Cancer Society, requested permission to use Ciarcia Field 
for the second Relay for Life event tentatively scheduled for June 22 and 23, 2013.  
Comprehensive information regarding the itinerary and logistics for the program was 
provided for School Committee review.  Superintendent McAlduff strongly 
recommended favorable action. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED that the School Committee approve the overnight 
   use of Skillings/Ciarcia field for the Relay for Life event 
   sponsored by the American Cancer Society. 
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Approval of Gifts 

 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept a check from the Lynch 
   Parent Association for their donation of 
   $200 to support the purchase of iTunes 
   Educational applications for school owned 
   iPads. 

 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
    
   VOTED to accept with gratitude $190.33 from 
   proceeds from the “Winchester Public Schools 
   Week” at Bruegger’s Bakery earmarked for 
   Scholarships to cover fees.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 

VOTED to accept with gratitude $5,150 
   donated from the Lincoln School Parent 
   Association for the purchase of 10 iPads. 
 

Review Draft of FY14 Budget Development Calendar 
 

The Superintendent provided the Committee with a draft Budget Development Calendar 
which the Committee will vote on.  Several revisions were discussed and the changes will 
be made available to Committee members absent from the meeting.   
 
At the next meeting the Committee will discuss budget priorities and goals. 
 

High School Feasibility Discussion 
 

Superintendent McAlduff reported the next public hearing on the high school feasibility 
study will be held on November 14, 2012 at the high school auditorium starting at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
The Superintendent shared suggestions presented by members of the Planning Board in 
response to the School Committee and  EFPBC’s request for ideas for the renovation of 
the high school. Some of the suggestions included keeping in mind that the high school is 
a major part of the fabric of the town center, consideration of the river and floodplain, 
providing space in the high school for public and community uses, safe access, no student 
parking on the sight, house the high school in a series of smaller-scale buildings more 
consistent with the abutting neighborhood, array the buildings away from the floodplain, 
provide a new sports field in the floodplain, provide several floors of structured parking, 
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with several floors of housing or public use spaces, and daylight the Aberjona River 
through Ciacia Field and retain and rebuild the fields. 
 
Superintendent McAlduff responded to the suggestions indicating that many of the 
suggestions were not viable and could delay the process for many years.  School 
Committee members also commended on some of the suggestions made by the Planning 
Board as not being practical.  The School Committee was in favor of the high school to 
be built for a student population of 1,370.   
 
There was a lengthy discussion around the preferred option and location for the high 
school project. If the project was delayed a few years out there were concerns around 
MSBA continuing their participation in the project. The Committee felt it important to 
focus on the current sight and move the project forward.   
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED that the School Committee recommend  

the EFPBC to pursue alternatives located on the  
current building site on Skillings Road and continue 
to pursue flexible opportunities that might arise from 
the flood mitigation efforts. 

 
Superintendent McAlduff spoke to a memorandum from Principal Gwin dated October 
23, 2012 that provided the impact of proposed program reductions.  To name a few, the 
memorandum spoke to reductions in square footage in such areas as the art computer lab, 
overhead track in the gymnasium, a multi-purpose studio, a black box performance stage, 
as well as a small group seminar room, large group instruction and reduction of 
gymnasium.  The reduction in square footage would decrease the “sticker shock” price.  
There will be continued discussions around these changes.  
 
The Committee discussed the comparisons of the alternate plans and how they would 
impact the high school programs.     
 

Superintendent Report 
 

Superintendent McAlduff reported that the Vinson Owen project is on schedule for 
completion by the end of May.  
 
Town Meeting approved a warrant article to fund $680,000 for the Lynch bathroom 
project.  The contractors are ready to begin the project at the end of the school year in 
June.   
 
Superintendent McAlduff reported that the final street directory for the redistricting lines 
has been carefully reviewed with several technical corrections.  The Superintendent 
shared the corrections, indicating that the changes currently do impact families at this 
time because there are no school age students living at the three addresses being 



considered for change.  The changes will not affect class size shifts. Another area 
included a parcel near Winter Pond.  If the School Committee does not approve the 
recommended changes, the Superintendent will not that information on the website and 
posted the map on the website.  Mr. McAlduff feels strongly that the information be 
available to parents sooner than later.    
 
Mr. Schindelman moved: 
 
   To make the two technical corrections 

 recommended by the Superintendent that 
 would be to finalize the Scenario 1 map 
 including the changes recommended.   
 

The motion was not seconded.   
 
 
Ms. Bohne agreed with the Wildwood parcel change and indicated her desire to leave the 
remainder of the map as is. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED that the School Committee approve 
   the Superintendent’s request to make a technical 

correction adding the additional parcel on 
Woodside and Dartmouth Street at Winter Pond 
to the Map that was approved by the School Committee.   

 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:31 p.m. 
 

 
 

Document List 
 

 
Document Author/Presenter Date 

Email  Chris Nixon 11/8/12 
 
 

 
 
 
 

William H. McAlduff, Jr.  
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