
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

October 8, 2013 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 6:39 p.m. on Tuesday, October 8, 2013, at the Winchester 
High School Auditorium. 
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne (Absent) 
Mr. Linskey  
Mr. Nixon  
Mr. Schindelman   
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent 
Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent  
John Danizio, Director of Finance  
 

Public Hearing 
 

Request from Winchester Soccer Club for Lighting at Ciarcia Field 
 

The School Committee received a request from the Winchester Soccer Club seeking 
permission to place temporary lights at Skillings Field for the remainder of the fall season 
through November 15, 2013.  Abutters of Ciarcia Field were notified of a Public Hearing 
taking place on October 8th including a diagram from the Winchester Soccer Club 
illustrating the proposed location of their request for temporary lighting.  The 
Superintendent’s office received five responses from abutters that he shared with the 
School Committee. 
 
Mr. Charles Stakehouse, President of the Winchester Soccer Club, joined the Committee 
and outlined in detail the plans for the temporary lighting, hours of operation, and plans 
for parking. 
 
Mr. Bill Gurrisi of Tremont Street spoke in opposition to the temporary lights due to the 
constant noise of a generator, vandalism, traffic congestion due to narrow streets, and the 
many elderly folks living in the area who desire peace and quiet in the evening hours.   
 
Ms. Susan Carney  of Winter Street has been living in the area for 21 years and expressed 
her concerns of having the lights on until 9:30 p.m., noise level, and unsafe parking. 
 
Ms. Trudy Glidden of Tremont Street spoke of how fast the cars drive down her street 
and how the night lighting would impact the safety of the neighborhood. 
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Mr. Stakehouse appreciated the neighbor’s comments and asked the Committee to 
consider allowing the children an extra hour or so of practice time on Ciarcia Field.  Mr. 
Stakehouse was willing to work with the neighbors regarding their concerns. 
 
Mr. James Sabbia of Winter Street stated there are approximately 20 children under the 
age of 8 living in the area that abuts Ciarcia Field.  He gave the example of the temporary 
ice skating rink on Ciarcia Field this past winter that became an eye sore because the rink 
was vandalized.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to close the Public Hearing. 
 

Call to Order 
 
The regular meeting of the School Committee was called to order at 7:09 p.m. 
 

Public Comment 
 
None 
 

High School Student Recognition 
 

Dr. Gwin had the honor of presenting awards to Winchester High School students as 
follows: 
 

 2014 National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists 
 

1. Megan Fernandez 
2. Vibha Kannan 
3. Matthew Li 
4. Amelia Paine 

 
 National Hispanic Recognition Program 

 
1. Iriana Rodriguez 

 
 Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents Certificate of Academic 

Excellence 
 

1. Amelia Paine 
2. Sharon Si 

 
 Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators Association Student 

Achievement Award 
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1. Rachel Diamond 
 

Out-of-State Trip Approvals 
 

Dr. Gwin and Mr. Goncalves joined the Committee to present requests for various trips 
being proposed for the 2013-2014 school year.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the out-of-state trips for the 
   2013-2014 school year as presented in the packet 
   with the provision that the Superintendent has the 
   authority to cancel the trip in the event of world 
   circumstances. 
 

McCall School Green House Proposal and WFEE Grant Approval 
 
McCall principal Jorge Goncalves, McCall Science teacher Lannie Higgins, and 
Executive Director of WFEE Caren Connelly, joined the Committee.  Ms. Higgins, with 
the support of Principal Goncalves, proposed a plan for the installation of a Green House 
at McCall Middle School.  The Green House will be used to support, in part, the middle 
school science curriculum.  Ms. Higgins applied for a WFEE Grant for a large part of the 
funding for the proposed green house.  The design of the green house, along with the 
proposed location of the green house, was presented in detail.  The DPW has extended 
their time and energy in support of the project.   
 
Mr. Nixon noted the conspicuous location and the potential for vandalism given recent 
damage to the rear of McCall Middle School.  Mr. Nixon stated that should the 
Committee approve the request it should be understood that there is an obligation to 
maintain this asset and make any necessary repairs should it be vandalized or damaged by 
snow removal. 
 
It was noted that working with the DPW all the necessary steps have been taken to insure 
the green house is properly installed and cared for. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the installation of a Green House at 
   the McCall Middle School to be located on the parking 
   circle behind the school as presented. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve with great gratitude the grant from 
   WFEE to provide funding for the Green House at the 
   McCall Middle School. 
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Further Consideration of Winchester Soccer Club’s Field Lighting Request 

 
School Committee members had an open discussion around the comments received at the 
Public Hearing regarding the request from Winchester Soccer Club to install temporary 
lighting on Ciarcia field through November 15, 2013.   
 
Committee members had concerns around children playing until 9:30 p.m. each night, the 
noise coming from the generators, light bleed, parking, traffic and safety concerns, setting 
a precedent, and the lack of school committee policy regarding such requests. 
 
The Superintendent indicated that this is the second time the School Committee received 
a request for lighting on a field.  Last year the youth hockey requested lights on the 
temporary rink on Ciarcia Field.  The School Committee supported the request for two 
reasons:  the location of the rink did not impact any neighbors, and the lights would be 
directly on the surface and used only on one occasion.  
 
Mr. Linskey noted to the Committee that a number of times in recent history various 
requests have come forward with the potential to set precedent without any applicable 
polices in place to guide decision making.  He cautioned that this was another such case.    
 
The Committee felt it necessary to be consistent with such requests and to have a broader 
discussion in the future for these requests.  A vote was not taken by the Committee which 
meant the Soccer Club was not granted their request. 
 

Review of Naming Policy – 2nd Reading 
 

At the last School Committee meeting members reviewed, as a first reading, a draft 
naming policy that was authored by Chairman Schindelman.  At that time Committee 
members were encouraged to review and provide additional suggestions and edits to the 
policy for tonight’s meeting. 
 
The reason for adopting the policy came about because a group of citizens requested to 
dedicate the Library Media Center at the new Vinson Owen School after Dr. Clare 
Corcoran, a former principal of the Vinson Owen School for 25 years. 
 
After researching with the Committee on Names for the Town of Winchester, the 
Committee on Names has jurisdiction for naming public buildings and parks and not 
specific school or school grounds spaces.  After a review and discussion around the edits 
discussed the School Committee was in agreement with the proposed Naming Policy. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, it was moved to 
 
   VOTED the School Committee adopts its new 
   policy titled  Naming or Dedication of Specific 
    School or School Grounds Spaces as presented 
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   in our packet tonight including the edit 
   proposed by Ms. Verdicchio and this policy 
   also includes as an attachment the Naming 
   or Dedication of Facilities or Grounds Spaces 
   Regulations. 
 
 
On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Mr. Linskey, the committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED that the School Committee name the 
   Library Media Center at the Vinson Owen 
   Elementary School the Dr. Clare Corcoran 
   Library Media Center. 
 

Winchester High School Project Update 
 

Superintendent McAlduff reported that on Wednesday, October 2nd the Executive Board 
of the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) voted unanimously to approve 
an estimated maximum total facilities grant of $42,106,263 for the high school project.  
On November 4th there will be a Special Town Meeting to vote on a Warrant Article that 
would allow for an override question to be on the ballot.  If the Warrant Article is passed 
by Town Meeting on December 10th there will be an election to ask voters for a debt 
exclusion override to cover funding of the high school project.  
 
Pursuant to MSBA regulations the Town has 120 days after the date of the MSBA’s 
Board vote to acquire and certify local approval for an appropriation and all other 
necessary local votes or approvals showing acceptance of the costs, site, type, scope and 
timeline for the proposed project.   
 
Superintendent McAlduff focused on four areas why the project is being proposed.  The 
items included: 

 
1. The high school is the largest energy user of public facilities.  The high 

school reflects 30% of utility costs of all public buildings.  The Exterior 
walls are not insulated, the windows are single glaze pane, the HVAC is 
not zoned and inoperable in some areas, the HVAC equipment is in the 
basement (which is in the flood zone), and the plumbing and energy 
systems are old. 

2. There are safety issues that do not meet code, ADA issues, and there are 
77 different places to enter and leave the building. 

3. Hazardous materials in the building, flooring is asbestos materials. 
4. The building does not provide acceptable conditions conducive to student 

and staff productivity, and insufficient and inefficient space to meet the 
enrollment demands. 
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Winchester residents were encouraged to visit the website www.winchesterhsproject.com 
for additional information on the project.   
 
Mr. Schindelman stated that the high school building would be the anchor of the 
community.  He believes that this is the right plan, the right time, and the right cost. 
 

Initial Approval of the Preliminary 2014-2015 SY Calendar 
 

The preliminary calendar identifies the first day of school and the traditional school 
vacation periods.  A draft of the final 2014-2015 detailed calendar will be forwarded to 
the School Committee, by the Leadership Team in February.  The final detailed calendar 
will identify the actual professional development, parent-teacher conference and other 
appropriate dates.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to approve the 2014-2015 preliminary school 
   year calendar as presented today, dated 9/24/13 and  
   make the change of the last day of school as June 17,  
   2015. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
 

Superintendent McAlduff announced that Marc Arria has been appointed as the new 
Athletic Director.  He has seven years of experience as an athletic director at Matignon 
and Mystic Valley Regional Charter School.   
 
Forty-four candidates applied for the vacancy with approximately 15 candidates having 
experience as an athletic director.  Eighteen candidates were interviewed and ten of the 
eighteen candidates were brought forward to the Search Advisory Committee.  Five 
finalists were yielded from the process and all five candidates were interviewed again. 
Three finalists were generated from the process.  Mr. McAlduff announced that Mr. Arria 
will bring a tremendous amount of enthusiasm to the job. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon seconded by Mr. Linskey, the Committee unanimously 
   
   VOTED to approve the minutes of March 21, 2013 
   as amended and the April 9, 2013 minutes as  
   presented. 
 

Sub-Committee Reports 
 

None 
 

http://www.winchesterhsproject.com/


Next Meeting Dates 
 

The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for October 22 and November 12, 
2013.  The scheduled meeting of November 26th will be rescheduled due to the annual 
sports night prior to the Thanksgiving football game. 
 

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 p.m. 
 
 
 
William H. McAlduff, Jr. 
 
    
 
 
 
   

Document List 
 

 
Document Author/Presenter Date 

Abutter Responses for Lights on 
Skillings (Ciarcia) Field 

William H. McAlduff, Jr. 10/8/13 

Procedures for School Committee 
Meetings 

SC Policy Book Adopted 
3/12/91 

Photos of Green House Location Lannie Higgins 10/8/13 
Email Re: Amendments to Minutes Mr. Nixon 10/8/13 
Resume Marc Arria – Athletic 

Directors 
10/8/13 
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