
 

 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

October 2, 2018 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 1:50 p.m. on October 2, 2018, at the Parkhurst 

School, 40 Samoset Road, Winchester, MA, School Committee Meeting Room. 

 

Present: 

Mr. Nixon, Chair  

Ms. Bergstrom, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Verdicchio 

Ms. Marchant  

Mr. Vernaglia 

Judith Evans, Superintendent  

 

Power Purchase Agreement for Vinson-Owen Elementary School 

 

Susan McPhee, a member of the Energy Management Committee, joined the committee 

to answer any questions the committee had regarding the Power Purchase Agreement 

(PPA) for the Vinson-Owen Elementary School.  Mr. Nixon provided the committee with 

an overview of the process to date regarding the PPA for the Vinson-Owen Elementary 

School.  The Educational Facilities Planning & Building Committee (EFPBC) 

recommended moving forward on the classroom roof to support solar panels on Vinson-

Owen.  Today’s school committee meeting was necessary to review the updated 

documents that just became available for the committee to make a decision and vote.  The 

rebate offered on the PPA diminishes with time so the committee would like to take 

advantage of as much rebate as possible. 

 

The contract is a joint contract with the school department and the town.  If the school 

committee votes in favor of the PPA, it will then go to the Select Board for consideration 

as early as October 9th.    

 

Mr. Nixon provided the committee with Exhibit D of the PPA demonstrating the actual 

scope of the project.   

 

The proposed motion was recommended by Town Counsel with input from management.  

 

Ms. Verdicchio reported that the EFPBC first voted to recommend the array on the 

Vinson-Owen academic wing and held any recommendations on the high school because 

the EFPBC wanted clarification on three questions. The questions included what the 

structural roof capacity was, what the warranty of the roof surface was, and what was the 

warranty for maintenance if roof repairs were needed.  Another issue that came about 
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during the discussion was the need for fall protection on the roofs in order to comply with 

OSHA requirements. The DPW and Solect has come to a resolution for the fall 

protection.   

 

Mr. Nixon pointed out that the second part of the proposed motion language includes that 

the installation of fall protection for portions of the Vinson-Owen roof in order to comply 

with OSHA and DPW requirements.  The school committee recommends that the Town 

identify and appropriate funding for the installation of railings. 

 

A cost estimate, prepared by Chris Conway, Facilities Coordinator of the high school, 

indicated that the estimated cost to install railings on the Vinson-Owen School will be in 

the $30,000-$34,000 price range.   From a safety standpoint, Dr. Evans agreed that 

railings are necessary.   

 

Ms. McPhee stated that the DPW proposed panel installation and the proposed panels on 

Vinson-Owen and the high school are three discrete projects which can advance 

separately.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED that the school committee vote to: 1) approve  

   a Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”), including a 

   related lease attached thereto, for installation of a solar 

   energy generation facility on the roof of the Vinson-Owen 

   and authorize the superintendent to execute the PPA and  

   related lease substantially in the form of the agreement 

   and lease before the school committee; and further, 2) that 

   it is the understanding of the school committee that, upon 

   installation of the solar facility, additional fall protection 

   will be needed to be installed on portions of the Vinson- 

   Owen roof in order to comply with OSHA requirements, 

   and therefore the school committee recommends that the 

   Town identify and appropriate funding for such fall 

   protection and coordinate with the DPW director to specify, 

   acquire and install such fall protection measures as may be 

   deemed appropriate.   

 

Mr. Nixon noted that WinCam was not available to broadcast the meeting because the 

Director was off-site today. 

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Ms. Verdicchio, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to adjourn the meeting at 2:11 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Exhibit D – Description of Premises of Vinson-Owen  Mr. Nixon 10/2/18 

HelioScope of Vinson-Owen Building Mr. Nixon 10/2/18 

Cost Estimate for Safety Railings  Chris Conway 10/2/18 

Memorandum – Proposed motion for approval of solar 

project for Vinson –Owen  School 

Mr. Nixon 10/1/18 

 

  

 

Note:  Documents used during School Committee meetings are available at the 

Superintendent’s office, upon request.   


