
 

 

School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

October 18, 2016 

 

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 

School Committee was convened at 7:07 p.m. on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at the 

Parkhurst School, 40 Samoset Road. 

 

Present: 

Ms. Verdicchio, Chair 

Mr. Schindelman, Vice-Chair  

Ms. Bohne  

Mr. Linskey 

Mr. Nixon (Arrived at 7:31 p.m.) 

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent 

John Danizio, Director of Finance 

 

 

Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

 

Student Representative 

 

Student representatives Olivia Phillips and Randi Kirk reported that the volleyball team 

lost their first game of the season and both the girls’ and boys’ soccer teams are 

undefeated.  A Breast Cancer fundraiser is planned for October 28th, with proceeds to 

benefit the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.  On Friday night the football 

team will play under the lights.  Olivia asked for guidance on how to proceed with the 

hope of having a trophy awarded to the winning team at the Thanksgiving Day football 

game. The high school principal made an announcement recently regarding the use of the 

drug Xanax at the high school. Mr. Mahoney also emailed the information to parents.  

The notification is to help students feel comfortable speaking to an adult or reporting 

drug use.  These actions could help save a life.  The student council will be inviting 

Sargent Dan Perenick to talk about the problem to get students involved to help solve this 

problem.  

 

October 1st Enrollment Report 

 

The superintendent provided the committee with the October 1st enrollment report.  At 

the elementary level Vinson-Owen and Ambrose School received 3/4, Lincoln School 12, 

Lynch School 18 and Muraco School 25 more students than projected.  Overall class 
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sizes are within targets with outliers.  The middle and high school enrollment figures are 

within the projected numbers.  

 

Budget Development Calendar 

 

Mr. Danizio presented the budget development calendar for FY18 for school committee 

review and comments. 

 

Monthly Budget Report 

 

Mr. Danizio provided an overview of the year-to-date budget report for the operating 

budget, grant accounts and revolving accounts.  Mr. Danizio requested a budget transfer 

to adjust budgeted amount to align with actual amounts needed in all personnel lines.  All 

personnel changes through September 30, 2016 are accounted for in this request.  The 

transfer includes all staff changes and approved column moves thus far.  The report for 

the operating budget includes the requested transfer amounts.   

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Mr. Nixon, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve a budget transfer request to the adjusted 

   budget amounts in all personnel lines, as shown in the finance 

   update shown October 18, 2016. 

   

 

Master Plan Update 

 

Mr. Nixon provided a memorandum to the committee that outlined the need to revisit 

classroom targets as a means to express capacity in the Master Plan.  The last time a 

discussion and vote took place regarding capacity was in 2012.  Mr. Nixon provided 

background information on classroom targets, elementary space today, and spaces such 

as specialized learning centers, computer lab/maker space, and music rooms.   After 

committee discussion, Mr. Nixon recommended that the school committee revise and re-

vote adjusted classroom targets for the Master Plan teams use in expressing “WPS 

Design Enrollment.” 

 

Mr. Nixon provided the following recommendation for a vote:   

 

Mr. Nixon moved that the school committee revised 

its classroom target for the elementary schools as 

follows: 

 

  

Ambrose 22 

Lincoln 20 

Lynch  21 

Muraco 19 

Vinson-Owen 24 (unchanged) 
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   For the purposes of Master Planning. 

After a discussion Ms. Bohne suggested a vote that stated:  We hope Flansburgh would 

confirm the need for five or six additional elementary classrooms for the purpose of 

developing the Master Plan. 

 

Mr. Nixon suggested amending the initial motion with the caveat for the purposes of the 

Master Plan.   

 

The motion was not seconded. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Nixon, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to indicate to Flansburgh that the 

district’s new target for elementary classrooms 

is 106. 

 

Approval of Gifts 

 

Mr. Danizio reported on a $7,930 donation from the Winchester Sports Foundation for 

volleyball equipment. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to gratefully accept a $7,930 donation 

   from the Winchester Sports Foundation. 

 

Mr. Danizio reported on a $500 donation from the Winchester Multicultural Network for 

books for the elementary schools on diversity and social-emotional topics. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to gratefully accept a $500 donation 

   from the Winchester Multicultural Network. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the committee unanimously 

 

   VOTED to approve the minutes of September 13, 2016, 

   September 27, 2016 and the executive session minutes  

   of September 27, 2016 for the public file, with the changes 

   recommended by Ms. Verdicchio. 

 

Chair Report 

 

Ms. Verdicchio announced that today is the last day to register to vote.  A new law was 

instituted for early voting starting Monday, October 24th from 8 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the 

town hall clerk’s office. 
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Superintendent Report 

 

Dr. Evans reported the annual student art show has been installed at the Winchester 

Public Library beginning Wednesday, October 23rd through November and encouraged 

folks to visit. 

 

Next Meeting Date 

 

The next meetings will be held on October 25th (workshop), November 15th and 29th. 

 

Adjournment 

 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Administrative Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

District Enrollments Judy Evans 10/7/16 

Budget Development Calendar John Danizio 10/18/16 

Monthly Finance Update John Danizio 10/17/16 

Memorandum Re:  Revisiting Classroom 

Targets as Means to Express Capacity in 

Master Plan 

Chris Nixon and 

Susan Verdicchio 

10/11/16 

WPS Elementary Schools Space 

Summary for 2013-2014 

Chris Nixon 8/28/12 

Minutes Freda Canavan 9/13, and 27 (regular and 

executive) 

 


