
Winchester Public Schools 
Winchester, MA 01890 

October 14, 2014 
 

Roll Call 
 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a meeting of the 
School Committee was held 7:11 p.m. on Tuesday, October 14, 2014, at 40 Samoset 
Road, Parkhurst School.  
 
Present: 
Ms. Bohne  
Mr. Linskey  
Mr. Nixon   
Mr. Schindelman (Arrived at 7:24 p.m.)  
Ms. Verdicchio 
William H. McAlduff, Jr., Superintendent  
Jennifer Elineema, Assistant Superintendent  
John Danizio, Director of Finance 
 
 

Public Comment 
 
Jerry Skinder, President of the WEA, in light of the upcoming Columbus Day holiday 
spoke in context as an educator regarding the Native American unit he teaches.  He 
indicated that Columbus was a “horrible exploiter” of Native Americans and it is a 
discussion that should take place.  
 
Mr. Mike O’Brien, a 14 year resident and taxpayer and Town Meeting member respects 
the view of the Native Americans.  Mr. O’Brien spoke in favor of keeping the tradition of 
the Sachem symbol in Winchester.    
 

Superintendent Search Update 
 

Mr. Nixon provided an update on the Superintendent Search indicating that Phase 2 of 
the process is wrapping up.  The vacancy has been posted and applications are being 
submitted.  The Search Advisory Committee has been formulated and will meet in mid-
November to review the candidate applications and select semifinalists.   
 

Winchester Multicultural Network – Religious Accommodation Brochure 
 

Robin Smith, a pediatrician, parent, and a 14 year volunteer with the Winchester 
Multicultural Network (WMN, joined the Committee. The School Impact Committee of 
the WMN took on the task of creating a brochure outlining various religious holiday 
observances as a tool for school staff.  Ms. Smith has led this effort and as a result every 
staff member received the brochure entitled Accommodating our Religious Holiday 
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Observances: – A Learning Tool.  The brochure contains a brief summary of key 
holidays of a multitude of religious and ethnic observances along with a three-fold list of 
Religious holiday dates.  The information is also included in the District Events Calendar.   
 

Presentation of the 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Results 
 

The Youth Rick Behavior Survey (YRBS) is administered to students in grades 6-12 
every two years and was first administered in Winchester in 1999.  The YRBS is a 
collaborative between the School Department and the Winchester Coalition for a Safer 
Community.  Dot Butler, WCSC Program Manager, Pam Saba, Director of Wellness and 
Bert Rothenbach, from Rothenbach Research & Consulting hired to score and interpret 
the results, was present to review the outcome of the survey.   
 
Mr. Rottenback highlighted key findings for the Youth Risk Behavior Survey at both the 
middle and high school level.  The findings provided a comparison with the numbers 
from the district, state and national levels. The report highlighted opportunities for 
improvement as well as strengths to build on.  Mr. Rottenback’s full report will be made 
available to School Committee members and will also be posted on the school’s website.   
 
Committee members expressed their concerns around the reported risky behaviors and 
the correlation between the School Committee’s responsibilities for policy and budget.  
 

Winchester Field Development Council  - Proposal to Light Manchester Field 
 

Superintendent McAlduff indicated the purpose of the agenda items was for the 
Winchester Field Development Council (WFDC) to present their proposal to the School 
Committee as they had done earlier in the summer to the Board of Selectmen.   

 
Mike Bongiorno, President of Winchester Pop Warner Football, spoke in favor of having 
lights on Manchester Field which would allow additional field space for practicing 
football and cheering.   
 
A Winchester resident since 1987 spoke in favor a lighting on Manchester field.  As the 
fall season approaches and darkness sets in earlier the lights would accommodate teams 
in a favorable way, making sure to work with the neighbors who would be impacted. 
 
Chris O’Hara, of Roberts Road, spoke of the limited field space that impacts soccer and 
lacrosse teams.  He also pointed out how special it is to play a game under the lights.  
 
Jane Ettenhofer stated that having lighting on Manchester Field is a great thing for the 
town to have! 
 
Jaime Mabardy, President of the Winchester Youth Lacrosse, indicated that field space is 
cramped; during rainy weather the DPW protects other fields impacting field use. 
Lighting would be an asset to the program.   
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Whip Saltmarsh spoke to the committed efforts of raising money for the cost to erect the 
lights on Manchester Field.  Mr. Saltmarsh believes the lighting will benefit all children 
who participate in sporting activities throughout Winchester.   
 
Marty Mahoney of the Soccer Club fully supports the lights on the field.  He feels the 
field is a strong asset for the town however underutilized.  Currently the Soccer Club 
rents field space for $175 per hour outside of Winchester.  The money saved from the 
rental use could offset the costs of lights. 
 
John Mohrbacher of Cutting Street indicated that the field shortage is a temporary 
situation however the 75 foot extension of lights is forever.  His neighborhood has given 
much to the community - for example the skate park.  Mr. Mohrbacker had concerns 
regarding traffic safety. 
 
Mr. Paul Manganaro, President of the Winchester Field Development Council indicated 
that the Council had reached out to the Board of Selection who is working towards a joint 
meeting with the Board of Selectmen and School Committee.  Discussions are ongoing 
regarding  the drafting of a policy from the Field Management Committee that will 
describe rules and protocols if there were to be lights at Manchester Field.   
 
Mr. Manganaro highlighted five reasons to support lights on Manchester Field.  The five 
highlights included:  A need, current and future – keep teams competitive; be a good 
neighbor; quality; privately funded; intangibles.  It is the hope of the Field Development 
Council that working with reasonable people there can be a reasonable solution.   
 

Approval of District Determined Measures Contract Language 
 
Superintendent McAlduff reported there has been ongoing negotiations with the teachers 
to implement an assessment program that is a key component of the teacher evaluation 
protocol.  A working group made up of three members of the WEA and three members of 
the School Committee/Administration have been meeting go come up with a favorable 
assessment program.    
 
Dr. Elineema provided an overview of the work accomplished to date on the newest 
component, DDM’s, which are required in order for the Evaluator to determine a staff 
member’s “Student Impact Rating.”  If the contract language is approved by the School 
Committee implementation will be effective the 2014-2015 school year and the 2015-
2016 school year.   
 
On a motion by Ms. Bohne, seconded by Mr. Schindelman, the Committee unanimously 
 
   Voted to approve the collective bargaining  DDM 
   language as proposed by the Evaluation Working  
   Group. 
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Superintendent’s Report 

 
Superintendent McAlduff spoke to the recent letter from MTRS regarding the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) regulation regarding the accounting 
and financial reporting requirements for public pension systems which is effective for 
fiscal year 2014.  The regulation sets certain reporting requirements for information 
reported by pension plans, which the Commonwealth must incorporate into its fiscal year 
2014 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. 
 
Superintendent McAlduff reported on the enrollment figures based on the October 1st 
enrollments.  A corrected version was made available to Committee members at the table.  
Mr. McAlduff indicated that projections over all were on target.   
 

Acceptance of Gifts 
 

On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee  
 

   VOTED to gratefully accept the donation in the 
   amount of $6,750 from the John and Mary 
   Murphy Foundation to support the SuccessMaker 
   program. 
 
The motion passed:  4 yes, 1 absenteeism 
 
On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee 
 
   VOTED to gratefully accept $18,000 from the 
   John and Mary Murphy Foundation for the 
   McCall Middle School Extracurricular Activities 
   program. 
 
The motion passed:  4 yes, 1 absenteeism 
 
 
 On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
 
   VOTED to accept with gratitude the donation 
   from Jason Manekas and Bernkopf Goodman 
   LLP of 15 LCD monitors to be used at the 
   Ambrose School.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

 
On a motion by Mr. Schindelman, seconded by Ms. Bohne, the Committee unanimously 
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   VOTED to accept the minutes as presented with a  
   correction as described by Mr. Linskey for the meetings 
   of :  
 
   May 27, 2014 
   June 17, 2014 
   June 24, 2014 
   August 12, 2014 
   September 9, 2014 
   September 30, 2014 
   October 6, 2014  
 

Subcommittee Reports 
 

Mr. Nixon reported that $15,000 has been appropriated for the study of the McCall 
Middle School gym ceiling.   
 
Ms. Bohne reported that there is an EDCO open house being held at their new location in 
Bedford, MA.   
 

Next Meeting Dates 
 
The next School Committee meetings are scheduled for October 28, November 6 (prior to 
Town Meeting at McCall),  November 10 (prior to Town Meeting at McCall), and 
November 13. 
 

Adjournment 
 
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Freda Canavan 
Secretary to the School Committee 
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