Co:Writer: Creating a New Topic Dictionary
(Adapted from the Co:Writer (Don Johnston, Inc.) Help File)

To assist in writing, a word prediction program can be used to make writing more
efficient. Co-Writer is such a program that works with any word processing program. To
ensure the words in the dictionary are relevant to the topic, customized dictionaries on
different topics can be created from txt files. Creating your own Topic Dictionaries can
be done in a variety of ways, depending on the size of the topic and the materials you
have on hand. All involve using the Topic Dictionary Toolkit. To use the Topic Dictionary

Toolkit, select Topic Dictionary Toolkit from the Dictionaries Menu.
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1. If a limited number of words are involved,
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Words included: Description:
abandon =
. . = Number of words:
Words by hand ::L:T:t's:‘ema Date last changed:
adventurer
afraid Comments:
afterlife - —
Aladdin |BE!SIC words for _maglc kingdoms:
2. If you have a text file on the topic, such as Alice Knights, irates, casties,spells,
alternate Z dragons, ghosts, genies, treasure,
a news article, articles from the Internet, or =
the text f||e Of a pub||c domam story you can I Import Words IEditDictional‘y] [ Other Tools ] [ Help ]
have Co:Writer Import Words from the text ([ few ] [oven J [save | [Savens] [P J ot J
file.

3. If you don't have a text file, but from printed sources and/or your own knowledge of

the topic, you can create a list of the words you want in a word processor document,
Co:Writer can import the list.

To start a new Topic Dictionary:
1. With MS Word and Co:Writer open, select Topic Dictionary Toolkit from the
Dictionaries Menu. To open an existing Topic Dictionary, click Open, then select the

dictionary from the scrolling list.



2. Click on New and enter a name

(Gettysburg) for the new dictionary.

3. To enter words, click the Edit Dictionary
button in the Toolkit dialog (to enter words
by hand) or click on Import Words to import
words from a text file or word list. Import
Words lets you build a dictionary from a
text file, which can be paragraphs of text
(see Importing Text) or a simple word list

(see Importing a Word List).
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topic dictionary from a txt file. This requires that you locate or create a file and “save as”

a txt file. You must then save it in either Co Writer’s text or writer file folders. This is

what we are going to do to create the Gettysburg dictionary.

NOTE: We had previously located information on Saeroaa

Gettysburg through the Internet. Please see the
Developing a Text Document Addendum for directions on a

how to change a document or internet site into workable

text.

The text from the Gettysburg Battleground website was
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copied and pasted into a new MS Word document. It was “saved as” a plain text format

in the Gettysburg folder within the AT folder on your desktop. (gettysburg.txt)




From the Dictionary Toolkit window, select Open.
From the desktop open the AT folder and then the
Gettysburg folder. Select the Gettysburg.txt file to

open.
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Several options are provided in selecting the number and type of words from the text to

be added to the dictionary. Select the options that you want. Click on Import.
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The program selected 25 words from the text. You can then select Edit Dictionary to

review the list and add/remove any of the words.

Lef's Try It/ As a student begins writing, words from the Gettysburg topical dictionary

appear as choices.
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