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SELECTING A CONTRACTOR

THE process of selecting a contractor to build, repair or remodel your home can be confusing. The
following are several precautions to consumers who are considering hiring a contractor.

FIRST, try to do business with an established and licensed contractor. A vagabond contractor’s price
may be right, but he may be difficult or impossible to locate if you are not satisfied, or if the
workmanship is poor. Whichever contractor you choose, check with your local building inspector,
consumer protection agency or Chamber of Commerce.

SECOND, get more than one estimate for the job. Remember that the quality of materials may vary
with certain jobs, and the estimate and value of the completed job will differ accordingly. Make sure
that you understand why the contractor has selected a particular kind of material. Ask the contractor
for locations of jobs he has completed. Drive past, and if possible, talk with those clients to see if

they are satisfied.

THIRD, check the contract carefully before you sign. These items should be included: 1) a full
description of the job to be completed, 2) itemization of materials by type, and quality (make sure you
- understand differing qualities, check with suppliers), 3) scheduling details, the job should have dates -
on which to begin and end, or it could be left unfinished for weeks or months, 4) warranty information
on the materials and the job, and 5) the total price and payment schedule, with arrangements for
partial payment after the job has been partially completed. It is also advisable to include sections
regarding: 1) cleanup after jobs — especially excavation jobs, 2) allowances for changing of plans
while the job is in progress, and 3) conformity to applicable building standards.

FOURTH, inspect the job while it is in progress and as soon after completion as possible. If there are
any problems, they should be aired and handled with a minimum of delay.

FIFTH, be aware of the ramifications of mechanics liens. Eésenﬁally, they insure that a contractor will
be paid for his labor and/or materials by using your home as a type of collateral.

SIXTH, request insurance certificate for adequate limits of liability. Consult your insurance agent, as
some form of builders risk or installation floater may be advised.

SEVENTH, take your time, and read everything carefully. The time to ask questions is before you
sign.

FINALLY, if you have problems with a contractor that cannot be resolved, contact your local Attorney
General's Office, Consumer Division, at 1-800-657-3787 (Voice/TDD). You can also contact the
State of Minnesota Commerce Department at 1-800-657-3602.
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Proposed Construction:

Signature:

Date:




panny and Zonuyg Peportment

2
T USAMPLEATEPLAN. 1
SN A D 'D{\ bt Bl Dl S W SO M M 1.
2\0 MLEY-L— bhieriple 1
AN s Ut R A : A L
STEEP BANK — 7M 3
_y ‘Rf‘ﬁihhh — E N )
= C} _ 4 1
~ Wl |
PROFOSED / oy
24 30 GARASE > / e .
1.0 2w
el A o
H‘Ol M ' { A\ ’
ByEK | AN )
- ) ‘k&_‘% R . 8
AT ADONNG
LoT HOUSE ,
1 enstne
4| oWl g 6
<(5 [> < H o
& > 12 WIBENL- 5
/]\ w IS DANEMAY
} 4
LoTs - Wl owore 10719
= —TF =%
SOBAL Jw /1N ;
JOALE: | Squaels 101 EDAGE DF STREE] ' TTH BTRERT .
.14 3 11 . 11 la 2 3 T § h 4 3 2 1




