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HISTORIC means the resource (e.g., house) is 50-years in age or more. The word “historic” does not signify any official 
designation. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES means the list of historic properties significant in American history, architecture, 
archaeology, engineering and culture, maintained by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, as established by the National 
Historic Preservation act of 1966, as amended. National Register properties:

• Qualify for a federal income tax credit
• Qualify for a local ad valorem tax exemption
• Do not require a Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior modifications.

ST. PETERSBURG REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES means the list of local landmarks and archaeological sites that have been 
designated by the St. Petersburg City Council. The St. Petersburg Register is distinct from the National Register; however, 
certain properties may be listed in both. Local landmark properties:

• Qualify for a local ad valorem tax exemption
• Require a Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior modifications.
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CONTRIBUTING and NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCE: Within a historic district, all properties are listed as either 
“contributing” or “non-contributing” to label their significance within the larger district designation.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA) is a required approval for any exterior alteration, new construction, demolition, 
or relocation to a building, structure, or object within the designated boundary of a local landmark.

ST. PETERSBURG’S DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR HISTORIC PROPERTIES: A resource guide to help City staff, historic property 
owners, builders, architects, developers, and other interested parties in making decisions regarding the alterations, repair 
and maintenance, and other construction activities that affect properties determined to be historically significant. The 
Guidelines also provide an understanding of St. Petersburg’s development and the recognized architectural styles prevalent 
throughout the City.

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND PRESERVATION COMMISSION (CPPC): The Commission Planning and Preservation 
Commission (CPPC) is comprised of 10 volunteer citizens, seven (7) regular members and three (3) alternate members, 
appointed by the Mayor. CPPC is responsible for reviewing map amendments to the Future Land Use and Official Zoning 
maps, text amendments to the Comprehensive Plan, participating in other specialized zoning and land use planning 
projects, and reviewing all matters pertaining to historic and archaeological preservation.

KEY DESCRIPTIVE TERMS
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stpete.org/mirrorlake

https://www.stpete.org/residents/current_projects/planning_projects/mirror_lake_local_historic_district.php
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stpete.org/mirrorlake

https://www.stpete.org/residents/current_projects/planning_projects/mirror_lake_local_historic_district.php
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9LINK TO NATIONAL REGISTER REPORT

https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset/67a8c166-5975-486e-a9f9-938018068578
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Map of Contributing and 
Non-Contributing Resources 

proposed by the citizen 
representatives.
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CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION OF PROPERTY
The Commission shall recommend the designation of property as a local landmark after the public hearing 
if the principal structure is at least 50 years old and it meets one or more of the following criteria:

a. Its value is a significant reminder of the cultural or archaeological heritage of the City, state or nation;

b. Its location is a site of a significant local, state, or national event;

c. It is identified with a person who significantly contributed to the development of the City, state, or nation;

d. It is identified as the work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual work has influenced the 
development of the City, state, or nation;

e. Its value as a building is recognized for the quality of its architecture, and it retains sufficient elements showing 
its architectural significance;

f. It has distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, method of 
construction, or use of indigenous materials;

g. Its character is a geographically definable area possessing a significant concentration, or continuity of sites, 
buildings, objects or structures united in past events or aesthetically by plan or physical development;

h. Its character is an established and geographically definable neighborhood, united in culture, architectural 
style or physical plan and development; or

i. It has contributed, or is likely to contribute, information important to the prehistory or history of the City, state, 
or nation.
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If a property meets the criteria for designation set forth in paragraph 1, above, then the Commission shall also 
consider the following seven factors of integrity as they apply to the property. The property shall meet at least 
one of the following factors of integrity; however, feeling and association, without meeting at least one other 
factor, are insufficient to support designation:

Location. The place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic event occurred.

Design. The combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property.

Setting. The physical environment of a historic property.

Materials. The physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time and in a 
particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.

Workmanship. The physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any given period in history or 
prehistory.

Feeling. The property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.

Association. The direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property.
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17LINK TO COA APPLICATION

https://www.stpete.org/Business/Building%20Forms%20&%20Applications/COA%20Application%20Package.pdf


18LINK TO COA APPLICATION

https://www.stpete.org/Business/Building%20Forms%20&%20Applications/COA%20Application%20Package.pdf
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OF THE 225 REVIEW REQUESTS PROCESSED IN 2023:
• 147 (65.3%) COA required
• 78 (34.7%) No COA required

OF THE 147 COAS REQUIRED:
• 132 Approved
• 2 Denied
• 11 Currently in process
• 2 Withdrawn

LINK TO COA APPLICATION

https://www.stpete.org/Business/Building%20Forms%20&%20Applications/COA%20Application%20Package.pdf
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21LINK TO DESIGN GUIDELINES

https://www.stpete.org/Business/Planning%20&%20Zoning/Historic%20Preservation/Design_Guidelines_for_Historic_Properties.pdf
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https://www.stpete.org/Business/Planning%20&%20Zoning/Historic%20Preservation/Design_Guidelines_for_Historic_Properties.pdf
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25LINK TO NEXT STEPS AND PROCEDURES

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

BALLOTING

• Ballots shall be distributed no less than 15-days (January 25, 
2024), but no more than 90-days (April 9, 2024) after the 
public information meeting.

• Balloting period shall remain open for 60 days after the date of 
mailing. For example:
• January 25 (15 days after info meeting) = March 25
• April 9 (90 days after info meeting) = June 8

https://www.stpete.org/Residents/Current%20Projects/docs/Mirror%20Lake%20LHD%20Procedures%20v.Final%20ada.pdf


26LINK TO NEXT STEPS AND PROCEDURES

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

BALLOTING

• Sample Ballot

• The response for each tax parcel shall be counted as one vote. 
If more than one owner of a tax parcel responds and one or 
more owners show opposition/nonsupport, then the property 
shall be counted as not supporting the application; each tax 
parcel (which may be more than one lot) shall be considered 
one "property" for purposes of balloting.

• City-owned tax parcels shall not have a vote and shall not be 
counted toward the total number of tax parcels.

• Once a signed ballot is received by the City, the signor's 
position may not be changed for the purposes of meeting the 
requirements of the application minimum (such persons may 
express any change of opinion or vote in any other legal 
manner).

https://www.stpete.org/Residents/Current%20Projects/docs/Mirror%20Lake%20LHD%20Procedures%20v.Final%20ada.pdf


27LINK TO NEXT STEPS AND PROCEDURES

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

BALLOTING

• A ballot received with a signature and for which no choice is 
indicated is not a position for purposes of this subsection and 
shall remain open until the close of the ballot period. The City 
reserves the right to contact the signor and inform them of the 
blank status of the received ballot. An owner may correct a 
blank ballot to indicate a position at any time before the 
conclusion of the 60-day balloting window. Ballots that remain 
blank at the end of the balloting period shall be counted as a 
non-response. Each non-response is equivalent to a vote of 
non-support.

• If affirmative ballots exceed the minimum threshold required 
by City Code for initiating a designation application, the citizen-
applicant(s) must officially file the application within six 
months of a determination by the City certifying the results of 
the balloting process.

https://www.stpete.org/Residents/Current%20Projects/docs/Mirror%20Lake%20LHD%20Procedures%20v.Final%20ada.pdf


28LINK TO NEXT STEPS AND PROCEDURES

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

BALLOTING

OFFICIAL APPLICATION

Pursuant to City Code, when a complete application for designation 
has been filed, no permits shall be issued for any exterior alteration, 
new construction, demolition, or relocation on the property until 
one of the following has occurred:

1. City Council designates the property and a Certificate of 
Appropriateness is issued;

2. The application is withdrawn; or

3. The designation is denied by City Council.

4. This prohibition shall not apply to a noncontributing resource 
within the boundaries of the application (e.g. 2nd DCA Court 
House), nor shall it apply to permits for ordinary repair and 
maintenance of contributing resources, as determined by POD.

https://www.stpete.org/Residents/Current%20Projects/docs/Mirror%20Lake%20LHD%20Procedures%20v.Final%20ada.pdf


29LINK TO NEXT STEPS AND PROCEDURES

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

BALLOTING

OFFICIAL APPLICATION

• Community Planning and Preservation Commission
Second Tuesday of the month, 2:00 PM

• City Council
Third Thursday of the following month, 5:01 PM

https://www.stpete.org/Residents/Current%20Projects/docs/Mirror%20Lake%20LHD%20Procedures%20v.Final%20ada.pdf
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