




Shielded
“Deconstructed Wing”

MATERIALS
3/8” Aluminium Plate

INDIVIDUAL PIECES
222 hand-formed feathers

WINGSPAN
30 feet

As we progress to the 
interior of the building we 
have a beautiful open atrium 
3 stories high. When looking 
at this space I began to wonder 
what would complement this 
space, create visual interest, guide 
traffic flow and promote the ideals of what the 
police department represents to this community. I turned to another passion of mine, 
wings. What's not to love about a wing? They have what seems to be magical powers 
to defy gravity and create lift. So, I did some research on the historic meaning of 
different types of birds. Eagles are used symbolically across the globe they are the 
“King of Birds”. The “lion of the skies”. They embody power, authority, nobility 
and truth. There are also references to honesty and truthful principles.  This seemed 
to me to be a good fit and it got me thinking about what it means to be “under 
someone's wing”. This phrase means quite literally to be guided or protected by 
someone. This is a perfect metaphor for what it is to enter into this facility. 
“Shielded” is a sculpture made of 222 individual cut aluminum feathers suspended 
from the ceiling. It's about 30' long and varies in height from 15' on the side near 
the western wall of the lobby to 25' at the eastern entry area. The feathers are 
suspended individually and in small clusters creating an open somewhat abstract 
arrangement that from certain angles manifest into a full wing in the downward 
press of elevation. It will be illuminated from below so it can be seen from the 
street at night. Once again, we have a very visually compelling sculpture that is 
conceptually strong and works well to complement the existing architecture.

Artist Statement:



Gladiolus Blossom
“The Sword Flower”

MATERIALS
Stainless Steel
Gilded Sphere

Concrete w/Tile Mosaic Base

WEIGHT
approx 10,000 lbs

HEIGHT
20 feet w/base

Artist Statement:

I have been developing several areas of interest 
conceptually in recent projects. One of these interests 
involves the inherent math found in natural forms and, 
in particular, the reproductive components of plants. This 
is demonstrated in the sculpture 'Budding Vortex' created 
for a project in Tampa about 2 years ago. When considering 
the concept for the exterior sculptural element for the new 
police facility I was intrigued by the challenge of creating 
something that would welcome the public to the facility. I 
began to research the historical meaning of flowers and 
discovered that the Gladiolus shared its name with the 
gladiator and is the Latin root for sword. Named for its 
sword like shape. Apparently, gladiators would sometimes 
wear these flowers around their necks when going into 
battle. This flower also symbolizes strength of character and 
moral integrity. The Gladiolus has 6 petals which correlates 
to the 6 core values of the Saint Petersburg Police 
Department: Loyalty, integrity, honor, valor, transparency 
and service. In this sculpture, the six petals are fabricated 
from stainless steel they protect and nurture the essence of 
the flower at its core. In nature, this would be the pistol and 
stamen the reproductive organs of the plant that carry its 
future. In this sculpture, we find a gilded sphere at its center that represents our essence, the 
community. 'Gladiolus Blossom' sits on a low cast concrete and mosaic tile base in the plaza 
area above the steps near the entry to the facility. It stands Approximately 20' high including its 
basing element and will be illuminated by an LED lighting system at night that will focus light 
on the interior gilded sphere giving the sculpture a golden reflective radiance. This is a visually 
compelling, conceptually strong sculpture that will welcome the public to the facility and 
embody the core values of our police department.
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Resolution No. 2018-______ 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AGREEMENTS 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG, 
FLORIDA, AND MGA SCULPTURE STUDIO, 
LLC (“ARTIST”), FOR ARTIST TO (i) DESIGN, 
FABRICATE, AND INSTALL A PIECE OF 
INTERIOR ART ENTITLED “SHIELDED” IN 
THE MAIN ENTRANCE OF THE CITY’S NEW 
POLICE HEADQUARTER COMPLEX 
(“COMPLEX”) FOR A FIRM FIXED PRICE OF 
$130,000, AND (ii) DESIGN, FABRICATE, 
DELIVER, AND OVERSEE THE 
INSTALLATION OF A PIECE OF EXTERIOR 
ART ENTITLED “GLADIOLUS BLOSSOM” TO 
BE INSTALLED IN THE MAIN ENTRY PLAZA 
OF THE COMPLEX FOR A FIRM FIXED PRICE 
OF $226,000.00; EXEMPTING AND WAIVING 
THE FLORIDA STATUTE AND CITY CODE 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION BOND 
REQUIREMENT FOR THE AGREEMENT FOR 
THE ARTIST TO DESIGN, FABRICATE, AND 
INSTALL SHIELDED; APPROVING A 
TRANSFER IN THE AMOUNT OF $500,000 
FROM THE PUBLIC SAFETY CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND (3025) TO THE ARTS IN 
PUBLIC PLACES FUND (1901); APPROVING A 
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $356,000 FROM THE 
UNAPPROPRIATED BALANCE OF THE ARTS 
IN PUBLIC PLACES FUND (1901) RESULTING 
FROM THE ABOVE TRANSFER TO THE 
MAYOR’S OFFICE CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
DIVISION (0201777); AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
ATTORNEY TO MAKE NON-SUBSTANTIVE 
CHANGES TO THE AGREEMENTS; 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS 
DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENTS 
AND ALL DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO 
EFFECTUATE THESE TRANSACTIONS;  AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Petersburg, Florida, is committed to supporting and 
encouraging the artistic and cultural enrichment of the St. Petersburg community; and 

 




















































































































