Scituate Conservation Commission
and Scituate Land Trust

Joint Meeting, 7:00 p.m., May 10, 2022

|. Call to Order



Agenda

o

FOE INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY
Posted on Thursday, May 5, 2022
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Scituate Conservation Comunission and Scituate Land Trust
1315 Chopmist Hill Road, N. Scituate, 02857
Chopmist Hill Center

Tuesday, May 10, 2022
Joint Meeting 7:00 pm

AGENDA

Conservation Commussion (CC)/Land Trust (LT) Regular Meeting Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Welcome Guests
Approval of Minutes, Regular Joint Meeting, April 12, 2022
Grant Awards and Requests: Discussion and/or action
A DEM Recreational Trails Program Grant Award
B. Congressional Appropriations Grant Request
C. DEM Recreation Development Grant Application
D. Other
Scituate Renewable Energy Ordinance: Discussion and/or action
Anmual Meeting: Discussion and/or action
Conservation Commussion Business: Discussion and/or action
A Purchasing: Tree Planting Supplies $39.92; Cherry Tree for Arbor Day $154.00
1. Rewview of Earth Day, Forestry Education Day, and Arbor Day activities/projects
B. Property Monitoring
Lawton Farm — Spring Cleanup?
Westconnaug Meadows
Esek Hopkins Park
Smithville Cemetery

Tasca Field
. Brightman Farm
Land Trust Business: Discussion and/or action
A Property Management Plans and Baseline Documentation Reports — timelines

Al ol

(=]

CC/LT Board Member comments/announcements
A Save the dates: 2022 Land and Water Conservation Summit, July 14, 15, 16

Summer Meeting Schedule
CC/LT Adjournment



Il. Pledge of Allegiance

AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH I'T STANDS.

SONE NATION UNDER GOD. INDIVISIBLE,

. WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.




l1l. Roll Call

CC/LT Contact List
{updated May 10, 2022)

Angell, Thomas

27 Thomas Angell Way
North Scituate, RI 02837
Cell (401) 647-3211

Gianfrancesco, Cynthia
200 Gleaner Chapel Road
North Scituate, RI 02857
Home (401) 934-0212
Cell (401) 440-7916

Term ending dates as published on Town of Scituate web site

3yr.term

tangellfarm@verizon net oleanersardens@cox.net *DUAL
CC (Chair) LT CC/LT (Vice-Chair) Conservation Commission ThomasW  Angell 11/30/2022 Chair MEMBER
|Conservation Commission Gary DeBlois 11/30/2022 Member
Avery, Laureen Sayer, Matthew Conservation Commission William Frederickson 11/30/2024 Member
42 Cooke Drive 312 Carpenter Road *DUAL
North Scituate, RI 028357 Hope, RI 02831 |Conservation Commission Cynthia Gianfrancesco 11/30/2023 Member  MEMBER
Cell (401) 497-8108 Cell: (401) 206-7033 Conservation Commission Kimberly Smith 11/30/2023 Member
laureenavery({@gmail com Msaver87@vahoo.com “DUAL
LT LT |Conservation Commission Brian Venditelli 11/30/2023 Vice-Chair MEMBER
*DUAL
Bower. Robert Smith Kimberly Conservation Commission Robert Bower 11/30/2024 Member  MEMBER
21 Set-N-Sun Drive 714 Hartford Pike Syr. term —
ggﬁf—é ?;0(583%213-?9”? ggﬁt?ﬁ?ﬁ;’ 2139{_31283? Land Trust Cynthia Gianfrancesco 11/30/2022 Vice-Chair MEMBER
- - . o *DUAL
Ci}tﬂm} 45 1]'2453 lggmmm{‘m"m-cm] Land Trust Robert Bower 11/30/2026 Chair MEMBER
robbowen@aol.com
EOC"L{,J?EE‘II;?) com |Land Trust Laureen Avery 11/30/2025 Member
I Venditelli. Brian Land Trust Anna Cimini 11/30/2026 Member
o o *DUAL
?ﬁ]ﬂlé:l{opmjst Hill Road ifoftﬁ(:sk;rfl);:;e]ﬂ 02857 Land Trust ThomasW  Angell 11/30/2023 Member  MEMBER
. i p BT *DUAL
North Scituate, RI 02857 Cell: (401) 263-4535 Land Trust Brian venditelli 11/30/2022 Member  MEMBER
Cell: (617) 824-0437 bvenditelli@rpiannuccillo.com Land Trust Matthew sayer 11/30/2024 Member

amcimini@gmail com
LT

DeBlois. Gary

120 Elmdale Road
Scituate, RI 02857
Cell (401) 580-03569
garydb]2@email com
CC

Frederickson, William
73 Peentoad Road
North Scituate, RI 02857
(401) 864-7718
billvemrick@gmail .com
CC

LT/CC (Vice-Chair)



V. Welcome Guests



V. Approval of Meeting Minutes: April 12, 2022
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Kcituate Conservation Commission and Scituate Land Trust
1315 Chopmist Hill Road, N. Scituate, 02857
Chopmast Hill Center
Tuesday, April 12, 2022
Joint Meeting 7:00 pm

MINUTES

Conservation Commission (CC)/Land Trust (LT) Regular Meeting Call to Order. A
joint meeting of the Scituate Land Trust and Conservation Commission was held on
Tuezday, April 12, 2022. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by CC Chair T.
Angell.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call. Present: Tom Angell, Rob Bower, Gary DeBlois. Laureen Avery, Cindy
Gianfrancesco, Matt Sayer, Brian Venditelli, Anna Cimini. Absent: Bill Frederickson,
Eim Smith.

Welcome Guests.

Motion by B. Venditelli, seconded by C. Gianfrancesco, to move agenda item XIILA_ to
the top of the agenda. All in favor. Motion passes.

XIM. Land Trust Business: Discussion and/or action

A. Request for use of Brightman Farm. Howard Brightman provided an
overview of what's going on at Brightman Farm. He explained that they've
maintained a partnership with Sue Scanlon, Chris Modisette, Rich Blodgett. and
others over the years but lost touch duning the pandemic and would like to
reconnect. They can have one non-voting member (from LT/CC) on the
management committee (and they welcome members more generally and offered
to provide a tour to LT/CC members). He clarified that while the owner
(Foundation) malces the decisions regarding events, they all must be alisned with
the conditions of the conservation easement. They ve had a lot of problems with
large events in the past, so decided not to hold them anymore (the easement
allows, but doesn’t require, the hosting of events). Their focus has been entirely
on upholding the conservation easement and they need a process for handling
requests for events, etc. T. Angell and E. Bower will talk to Rich Blodgett about
hiz role/representation on the management committee (and/or try to geton a
Providence Building Authority meeting agenda to catch them up and see how
involved they'd like to be).

Approval of Minutes: Regular Joint Meeting March 8, 2021, Motion by T. Angell,
seconded by G. DeBlois. to approve the minutes of the regular joint Scituate LT and CC
meeting of April 12, 2022, as amended. B. Venditelli and A Cimini abstain. All others in

favor. Motion passes.

American Rescue Plan Act funding proposals
A. Hope Septic/Sewer Feasibility Study. C. Gianfrancesco submitted an idea
through the Town suggestion box on behalf of the CC (to set aside ~$30K to hire
a consultant to conduct a feasibility study re. improved septic/sewer in Hope
Village).
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B. Sidewalks, Pathways, and Trails. B Bower submitted an idea through the Town
suggestion box on behalf of the CC (to set aside ~330K to hire a consultant to put
together a plan to connect the sidewalks, pathways, and trails throughout the
Town to encourage pedestrian and bicycle traffic).

C. Other

Grant Awards and Requests: Discussion and/or action

A. DEM Recreational Trails Program Grant Award. There’s been some
movement on this (DEM has requested some information).

B. Congressional Appropriations Grant Request. A public press release was
izzned. Have connected with Senator Reed’s office; $220M has been earmarked
for RI projects, $290K of that for Esel Hopkins.

C. DEM Recreation Development Grant Application. No update.

D. Other

Scitnate Solar Ordinance: Discussion and/or action. C. Gianfrancesco has a call with
Jeff Hanson on Thursday to review LT/CC comments.

Discussion of Comprehensive Plan and other items for Plan Commission. The LT/CC
continues to be in touch with Ashley Sweet, consulting planner who's working on the
plan.

Annual Meeting: Discussion and/or action. Will be held on Tuesday, July 12 at
Doctor’s fieldHope Barn. The Alice Howland award was discussed.

Ethics Commission filing reminder.

Conservation Commission Business: Discussion and/or action
A. Purchasing: Deer Guard and Tree Planting $893.14.
B. Arbor Day reminder: April 29 at Clayyille School. E. Bower will say a few
words at the event.
C. Earth Day Projects
1. Esek Hopkins Park, April 23
a. Rotary Club activities/ invasive plant control. Part of a Town-
wide Earth Day activity that the Sustainability Committee is
organizing. The CC will set up at Ezelk Hopkins and do a clean-up
of the parking lot and along the road, and perhaps do some
invasives removal. The events gtarts at 9 am with a hike at 11 am_
A Town-wide email blast will be circulated.
2. Forestry Education Day for the Scituate Jr./Sr. High Environmental
Club, April 26 at Esels Hopkins Park (Partnering with the Northern
RI Conservation District): To include tree planting and deer
protection installation. The rain date is April 27. Will start at 8:15 am.
Let C. Gianfrancesco know if you can help haul equipment to the site at
approximately 7 am (and if you'd like to stay for the day). Supplies
needed include five-pound sledgehammers, measuring tape, and scissors.
D. Property Monitoring. E. Bower checked on the properties and found everything
to be locking pretty good. Westconnag needs some work; . Bower and M. Sayer
will meet there on Friday at 9 am. Spoke to the Police Chief about motor bilces at
Lawton Farm.

Land Trust Business: Discussion and/or action

B. Legislaﬁﬂn update

1. Public Trust law (passed last yvear): how it relates to our properties.
Maleolm Drentell. AmeriCorps Land Stewardship Coordinator, explained
how it works (it's essentially an extra layer of protection (“poor man’s
conservation easement™) that seems feasible for Westconnang and Egel;
Hopkins).
52400 & HT455: “Liberal interpretation™ safeguarding CEs —-
Support
3. Tracking proposed legislation

a. H7113 Green Economy Bonds: Support

b. HBS037 Relating to Parks and Recreational Areas — Public Use

of Private Lands-Liability Limitations: Oppose

!'J

CC/LT Board Member comments/announcements
A. RILT Council Annual Meeting, April 20, 5:30 pm via Zoom (email

cpowning@rilandtrusts.org)
B. Save the dates: 2022 Land and Water Conservation Summit, July 14, 15, 16

CC/LT Adjournment. Motion by G. DeBlois. seconded by B. Venditelld, to adjourn the
regular meeting of the Scituate Land Trust and Conservation Commission on Tuesday,

April 12, 2022, at approximately 8:21 PM. All in favor. Motion passes.

Jennifer West, Scitvate LT/CC Clerk



VI. Grant Awards & Requests:
Discussion and/or Action

From: michelle.sheehan@dem.ri.gov,
To: lisa.megreavy@dermn.ri.gov,
Subject: DEM Recreational Trails Grants
Date: Tue, Nov 23, 2021 2:31 pm

A. DEM Recreanonal Tra"s Program Grant A\veGreetings 2021 Recreational Trail Grant Awardees:

A EM Recreational Trail Grant in the amount of $99,533

B . CO n g 'ess I on al Ap p 'O p rl atl ons G rant Req U € Sthere have been some changes in the Recreational Trails Grant Program that I wanted to make you aware of

A $290,000 for the Scituate Rhode |sland

revitalization of Esek Hopkins Park

C. DEM Recreational Grant Application
D. Other

B: Project Boundary Map and Site Plan

Esek Hopkins East Trails (Rough)
Esek Hopkins Landing Area Perimeter (Rough)
Esek Hopkins Propased ADA Compliant Trail

Esok Hopkins Wast Trail (Rough)
Esek Hopkis Proposed Nature Trail

since these changes have led to delays in issuing approvals to proceed with your grant project.

In addition to recent retirements at DOT, Gregg Cassidy who managed the DEM Recreation Trails Program for
many years has retired from state service. Lisa McGreavy is now the new program contact person here at DEM
and is available to answer your questions. She can be reached at lisa.megreavy(@dem.ri.gov or 401.222-4700
Ext. 277-7611.

The grant awards announced in July 2021 are contingent upon a new environmental review process, as required
by DOT. Another new programmatic change is that we are now required to hire a contractor to oversee these
reviews. We plan to have someone on board soon so although the timeline is tentative, we hope to issue you a
formal Notice to Proceed in early spring 2022. We will keep you informed of any changes once we know more.

In the meantime, Lisa will be contacting you to finalize your project Scope of Work and grant agreements.
Please be reminded that no work is authorized to begin until grant contracts are in place and you receive a
Notice to Proceed from DEM.

Your patience has been greatly appreciated! Thank you.

Michelle Sheehan

Michelle Sheehan
State Land Conservation Program Manager
DivisioN OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Rhode Island DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT



VI.D. American Rescue Plan: Act

Funding Proposals submitted in April

A. Hope Septic/Sewer Feasibility Study
B. Sidewalks, Pathways, and Trails Initiative

American Rescue Plan Suggestion

e L

Other Scituate Conservation Commission

Scituate Conservation Commission

Cindy Gianfrancesco

295 Gleaner Chapel Rd, N. Scituate, Rl 02857

401-440-7916

gleanergardens@cox.neﬂ

We propose 560,000 for a Hope Sewer Feasibility Study. The Town of Scituate has reserved

capacity in the West Warwick Sewage Treatment Plant (W\WSTP) since 1988 and has paid for
upgrades to the plant, upgrades to the Clyde Interceptor, and a 510,000 annual fee to reserve
Hope are currently discharging wastewater to a community septic system constructed in 1951.
While there is no way to determine the lifetime of that galley type system, it is likely that, due to
its proximity to the Pawtuxet River and the type of system, it is having a negative impact on the
water quality of the Pawtuxet River. By carrying out a feasibility study, the Town will be better
informed as to the wisdom of continuing to pay to reserve capacity in the WWSTP. It will also
determine what other options for sewer treatment are available and what funding sources are
available (i.e. USDA grants, State Inter-municipal project grants, Rl Infrastructure loans, etc.).
Possible options, aside from connecting to the WWSTP, include tying into the proposed modular
the modular system at Hope Mill. Without a feasibility study, the Town will be unable to
determine a path forward, what steps are necessary to get there and what types of funding are
available.

American Rescue Plan Suggestion

Other Scituste Land Trust and Scituste Conservation Commission
Scituzte Land Trust and Scituate Conservation Commission
Robert Bower

21 5=t M 3um Drive, Hope, RI 02831

401-451-2452

RobBoweri@aol.com

=omokn R e

We proposs 550,000 for a Scituate Sidewalk, Pathway, and Trails Initiztive.

Omne thing that is clear from the pandemic, our resident= love to get outside and exerciss. Our
DPW director says there are more than 7 miles of sidewslks in Scituate. In addition, we hawve
about & miles of trail= on ocur conserved lands. We propose hiring a consultant to figure out
where we need to repair and/or add sidewalks and pathways to link what we already have and
to recommend where we need new ones. Hopes and Morth Scituate villages are locations where
hiztoric walkways could be mapped out. The project could include identifying the need for
crosswzlks and signage. If there's money left over fram the consulting fees, we could wse it for
public works projects or az a match for trail work under the recent Recreational Trails grant.



VIl. Scituate Renewable Enerqy Ordinance:ﬂ

Discussion and/or Action

ASee Town Council Agenda for 2/10/22.
Link from Public Hearing includes the draft
Ordinance for first reading along with
our letter to the TC and the Plan Commissic

AStrategy for support at Public Hearing

TOWN OF SCITUATE

PLAN COMMISSION
195 DANIELSON PIKE
SCITUATE, Rl 02857

JEFFREY C. HANSON, P.E., CHAIRMAN WILLIAM R. JASPARRO, VICE-CHAIRMAMN
NICHOLAS PIAMPIAND, P.E. JEREMIAH ALLEN, Il

V. GEORGE MITOLA, IR. RICHARD PINCINCE

LINDA L. CWIEK

March 7, 2022

Ms. Abbie Groves, President
Scituate Town Council

195 Danielson Pike
Scituate, BT 02857

RE: Renewable Energy Ordinance
Draft Ordinance Neo. 21-02

Dear Prezsident Groves:

As you know the Town Council has asked that the Scitmate Plan Commission to revisit the writing of the
Renewable Energy Ordinance to address comments presented to the Council by the Scituate Land Trust
and Conservation Commission and the Hope Jackson Fire Company.

At the request of the Town Council the Plan Commmssion was charged m Apnl of 2019 to begm the process
to address potential development, constroction and management of “Green Energy™ projects in the Town
mcluding provisions for solar energy ordinances. During the process of creating the draft ordimance the
Plan Commission had nmitiple pubhic meetings and recerved a lot of valnable comments from interested
parties. Dunng this process draft ordmances were posted on the Towns Web Site for any mterasted parties
to review and comment. It was always the Plan Commissions position to keep the process open and solicit
as mmch mput for the public and other interested Boards and Commissions.

As such I am writing to respectfully request that while the Plan Commission is reviewing the comments
recently submitted, that any other comments from interested parties, whether it be the Town Council or
other Boards and Commussions in the Town be provided to the Plan Commussion m writing. This will
allow the Plan Commission to review the comments and revise the ordinance to incorporate the interests
of all and provide a comprehensive Renewable Energy Ordinance for the Town of Scituate_ I further ask
that all such comments be provided before Apnl 12, 2022, for consideration at the Plan Commission’s
April 19, 2022 meefing.

Thank you for your assistance in the process.
Simcerely,

Bl
Teffiey C. Hanson
Chairman



VIII. Annual Meeting: Discussion and/or Action

A Date/time?

A Format?

A Task assignments

A The Alice M. Howland Conservation Award

recognizes an individual, group or organization that has rendered outs_tanc_lin%service,
either recently or over a period of years, to natural resource conservation in the Town of
Scituate. The award is in the memory of Alice M. Howland, formerlﬁ/ of Hope, onge of
OAlUdzZ GSQa LIAZYSSNROD !)/_Mg%)c N} RdzZ S 27

arn and farmdproperty_along Hope Pont to the town in 1932 to be used bP/ the village as a
community and recreation center. Today, Hope Associates carries on her e?acg an
contigues tq proyide these opportunities to citizens of town at this location. In 1951 she
0SOFIYS UKS FTANRAU OSNIAFTASR CNBS CIFNKXYSNJI AY
be traced back to their interest in forestry and tree planting efforts they undertook on the
family farm as early as 1913.



|X. Conservation Commission Business:
Discussion and/or Action

A. Purchasing: Tree Planting Supplies $39.92; Cherry trees for Arbor Day: $154.C

1. Review of Earth Day, Forestry Education Day, and Arbor Day activities
B. Property Monitoring

1. Lawton Farng Spring Cleanup?

2. Westconnaudeadows

3. EselHopkins Park

4. Smithville Cemetery

5. Tascerleld

6. Brightman Farm



X.Land Trust Businessscussion and/or Action
A. Property Management Plans and Baseline Documentation Repadirtselines

PROPERTY PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT PLAN MANAGEMENT PLAN
Prepared For: Prepared For:
' LAW TON FARM o ESEK HOPKINS PARK
Setpls Cnsrralion Comresn = Baseline Documentation Report
Hope Associates Lot 43

= Scituate, Rl

§ PREPARED BY:
MARC J. TREMBLAY, CF Y PREPARED BY:
LAND MANAGEMENT MARC J. TREMBLAY, CF
ﬁ SERVICES LAND MANAGEMENT
& SERVICES

303 Courthouse Lane, Pascoag. RI 02859 x
(401) 568-3410 303 Courthouse Lane, Pascoag, RI 02859 Prepared 12/16/2018

(401) 568-3410 By Josh P. Sawyer

For Scituate Land Trust



Xl. CC/LT Member comments/announcements

A.Save the dates: 2022 Land and Water Conservation Summit, July 14, 15, 16



XIl. Summer Meeting Schedule



