
1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. COMMENTS WILL BE TAKEN BY EMAIL IN REAL TIME - PUBLIC COMMENT
WELCOME
This is the appropriate time for members of the public to make comments regarding the items on
the consent calendar or items not listed on this agenda. Pursuant to the Brown Act, no action will
take place on any items not on the agenda.

4. MATTERS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL AND MEETING ATTENDANCE REPORTS

  NO. 2 PORTUGUESE BEND ROAD
ROLLING HILLS, CA 90274

(310) 377-1521
FAX (310) 377-7288

   
AGENDA
ADJOURNED MEETING

CITY COUNCIL
Monday, March 30, 2020

CITY OF ROLLING HILLS
7:00 PM

 
This meeting is held pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20  issued by Governor Gavin Newsom

on March 17, 2020.  All  Coucilmembers will participate by teleconference.
 
Public Participation:  City Hall will be closed to the public through the month of March 2020.  A
live audio of the City Council meeting will available on the City’s website (http://www.rolling-
hills.org/).  The meeting agenda is on the City’s website (http://www.rolling-
hills.org/Archive.aspx?AMID=70).

Members of the public may submit comments in real time by emailing the City Clerk at
ycoronel@cityofrh.net. Your comments will become part of the official meeting record. You
must provide your full name, but please do not provide any other personal information (i.e.,
phone numbers, addresses, etc.) that you do not want to be published.
 

  

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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4A. DISCUSS RE-OPENING CITY HALL TO THE PUBLIC ON APRIL 1, 2020.
RECOMMENDATION:It is recommended that the City Council continue to
support the City Manager's decision to close City Hall to the public and continue the
closure to April 19, 2020 to be aligned with the Los Angeles County Health Order
dated March 21, 2020.  

5. ADJOURNMENT

Next regular meeting: Monday, April 13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council
Chamber, Rolling Hills City Hall, 2 Portuguese Bend Road, Rolling Hills, California,
90274.

Public Comment is welcome on any item prior to City Council action on the item.               

Documents pertaining to an agenda item received after the posting of the agenda are available
for review in the City Clerk's office or at the meeting at which the item will be
considered.                   

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to
participate in this meeting due to your disability, please contact the City Clerk at (310) 377-1521
at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to
ensure accessibility and accommodation for your review of this agenda and attendance at this
meeting

 

 
COVID-19_March 21-HOOrder-7_00_FINAL2.pdf
3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
3.12.20-EO-N-25-20-COVID-19.pdf
OrderoftheHealthOfficerLAC_2020-03-16.pdf
COVID-19_SaferAtHome_HealthOfficerOrder2020-03-19_a.pdf
3.20.20-EO-N-34-20-COVID-19-Elections.pdf
3.21.20-EO-N-35-20.pdf
HOO_Coronavirus_BlanketIsolation_03.25.20.pdf
HOO_Coronavirus_Blanket_Quarantine_03.25.20.pdf
HOO_BeachesandTrails_3.27.20_FINAL.pdf
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Agenda Item No.: 4A 
Mtg. Date: 03/30/2020

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY
COUNCIL

FROM: ELAINE JENG, CITY MANAGER

THRU: ELAINE JENG P.E., CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: DISCUSS RE-OPENING CITY HALL TO THE PUBLIC ON APRIL 1,
2020.

DATE: March 30, 2020

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BACKGROUND:
On March 4, 2020, the Governor proclaimed a State of Emergency in response to the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.  On March 19, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order N-32-20 which
requires residents to stay at home except to perform or obtain essential services while practicing social
distancing and maintaining a distance of six feet from others.  On March 21, 2020, Los Angeles
County issued a revised Safer at Home Order that aligns with Executive Order N-32-20.  The purpose
of these Orders is to deter the spread of COVID-19 by preventing people from being in unnecessary
close contact.  These Orders allow workers to leave home to perform essential services and maintain
continuity of operations of 16 federal critical infrastructure sectors.  Government agencies, including
city offices that provide government programs and services, are considered essential services.  
 
In consultation with the City Attorney, on March 13, 2020, I exercised my authority to close City Hall
to the public, except for visits by appointment.  My decision to do so was based on the following
factors:
 
• Many visits to City Hall by the public do not pertain to performance of essential government
services;
• Unregulated public access to City Hall will contribute to potential spread of COVID-19 and place our
employees, residents and other stakeholders at risk;
• An open City Hall contributes to violation of the Governor’s stay-at-home order by members of the
public;
• Residents with a time-critical need for City service can reach City Hall by email, telephone and if
necessary, visits by appointment;
• In view of the level of demand currently being placed on City staff by the public, the closure of City 3



Hall may be a minor inconvenience but has not deprived any residents of time-sensitive or essential
City services;
• City employees have been comfortable coming to work at City Hall knowing that it is a controlled
environment and that their health interests are being protected while they are performing City services;
and
• Most city halls throughout the South Bay are closed.  
 
DISCUSSION:
The incident involving a part-time employee on Wednesday, March 25, 2020 and her exposure to a
potential case of COVID-19 from another part-time job at another city has served to emphasize how
easily the virus can be spread and exacerbate anxiety among City employees.  In alignment with the
directives of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, and in response to the potential
exposure to COVID-19, I directed all staff to self-isolate and telework for Thursday, March 26 and
Friday, March 27, 2020 until the test result is available for the potential case.  
 
I am particularly concerned that a Council action ordering the re-opening of City Hall will send
precisely the wrong message to the community at a critical moment in time with regards to
containment of the virus in California.  The experts we rely on at the state and federal level indicate
that California is not far behind New York in terms of the infection rate, and that containment can be
successfully accomplished only by strict adherence to stay-at-home orders.  The Orders  allow
residents to leave the home for essential services, such as obtaining food or groceries, caring for a
relative or friend, visiting health or veterinary care professionals, obtaining medical supplies or
medicine, fulfilling legally mandated governmental purposes (such as court, social and administrative
services), and to comply with a legal order.  Most services for which residents visit City Hall are not
essential, as that word is defined in the Orders.  Re-opening City Hall would encourage behavior that is
prohibited by the Orders.  As noted above, any essential services can be accomplished by other means;
hence, re-opening City Hall is not necessary for the City to accomplish its essential services.
 
Practicing social distancing is required and critical when people do venture out to receive an essential
service, but as noted above, visiting City Hall is not required to receive essential services.  Hence,
social distancing warrants continued closure of City Hall. COVID-19 is highly contagious and can be
spread by asymptomatic individuals; the virus can remain alive on multiple types of surfaces in City
Hall for several days.  Unregulated access to City Hall would facilitate potential spread of the virus.
 By limiting access to scheduled appointments, we can control the number of visitors in our office at
any given time, effectively practice social distancing and clean surfaces as necessary in between
appointments.
 
I strongly encourage the Council to maintain the status quo and not re-open City Hall at this time in
order to adhere to the purpose of the Orders and address the seriousness of the COVID-19 pandemic
and its potential health risk to employees and the public.  While there are certain essential services
located in City Hall, members of the public can still make in-person appointments to address time-
sensitive matters, or alternatively contact City staff by telephone or email.  It is not essential for City
Hall to re-open to the public during this critical time.
 
Including with this report are four Health Orders relating to Safer-At-Home Order for control of
COVID-19, two Health Orders on self-isolation and self-quarantine, and four Governor’s Executive
Orders in response to the threat of COVID-19.  
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FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact to closing City Hall to the public.  

 

NOTIFICATION

Notification of March 30, 2020 adjourned meeting was placed in the March 25 and 27,
2020 City’s Blue Newsletter.

 
RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the City Council continue to support the City Manager's decision to close
City Hall to the public and continue the closure to April 19, 2020 to be aligned with the Los
Angeles County Health Order dated March 21, 2020.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:
COVID-19_March 21-HOOrder-7_00_FINAL2.pdf
3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
3.12.20-EO-N-25-20-COVID-19.pdf
OrderoftheHealthOfficerLAC_2020-03-16.pdf
COVID-19_SaferAtHome_HealthOfficerOrder2020-03-19_a.pdf
3.20.20-EO-N-34-20-COVID-19-Elections.pdf
3.21.20-EO-N-35-20.pdf
HOO_Coronavirus_BlanketIsolation_03.25.20.pdf
HOO_Coronavirus_Blanket_Quarantine_03.25.20.pdf
HOO_BeachesandTrails_3.27.20_FINAL.pdf

5

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561428/COVID-19_March_21-HOOrder-7_00_FINAL2.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561429/3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561439/3.12.20-EO-N-25-20-COVID-19.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561435/OrderoftheHealthOfficerLAC_2020-03-16.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561582/COVID-19_SaferAtHome_HealthOfficerOrder2020-03-19_a.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561441/3.20.20-EO-N-34-20-COVID-19-Elections.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561442/3.21.20-EO-N-35-20.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561474/HOO_Coronavirus_BlanketIsolation_03.25.20.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561476/HOO_Coronavirus_Blanket_Quarantine_03.25.20.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/561481/HOO_BeachesandTrails_3.27.20_FINAL.pdf


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
ORDER OF THE HEALTH OFFICER  

Safer at Home Order for Control of COVID-19: Temporary Prohibition of All Events and Gatherings and Closure of Non-Essential Businesses and Areas  
Page 1 of 7  
3/21/2020              

  

 
SAFER AT HOME ORDER FOR CONTROL OF COVID-19 

Temporary Prohibition of All Events and Gatherings 
Closure of Non-Essential Businesses and Areas 

Revised Order Issued: March 21, 2020  
 
Please read this Order carefully. Violation of or failure to comply with this Order is a crime 
punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. (California Health and Safety Code § 120295; 
Los Angeles County Code § 11.02.080.) 
 
SUMMARY OF THE ORDER: This County of Los Angeles Health Officer Order (Order) amends 
and supersedes the Orders of the County of Los Angeles Health Officer (Health Officer) issued on 
March 16, and 19, 2020.  This Revised Order is issued to comply with Executive Order N-33-20 
issued by Governor Gavin Newsom, wherein the State Public Health Officer ordered all individuals 
living in the State of California to stay home or at their place of residence, except as needed to 
maintain continuity of operations of the federal critical infrastructure sectors.  Further, this Order 
extends the closure of certain businesses required by the Health Officer's March 16, 2020 Order to 
April 19, 2020.  
 
Due to the continued rapid spread of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the need to protect 
the most vulnerable members of our community, this Order prohibits all indoor and outdoor public 
and private gatherings and events. The Order specifically requires all businesses to cease in-
person operations and close to the public, unless the business is defined as an Essential Business 
by this Order. This Order is effective immediately within the County of Los Angeles Public Health 
Jurisdiction, defined as all unincorporated areas and cities within the County of Los Angeles, with 
the exception of the cities of Long Beach and Pasadena, on March 21, 2020 and continuing 
through April 19, 2020, subject to the terms and conditions set forth below. 
 
For all Essential Businesses, the Health Officer orders those businesses to take the following 
infection control precautions: (1) practice social distancing by requiring patrons, visitors, and 
employees to be separated by six (6) feet, to the extent feasible; (2) provide access to hand 
washing facilities with soap and water or hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent alcohol;  
(3) post a sign in a conspicuous place at the public entry to the venue instructing members of the 
public to not enter if they are experiencing symptoms of respiratory illness, including fever or cough; 
and (4) adhere to communicable disease control recommendations provided by the County of  
Los Angeles Department of Public Health.  
  
This Order does not prohibit any individual or family from engaging in outdoor activities, as an 
individual, or family, such as hiking, walking, biking, or shopping at Essential Businesses, including 
grocery stores and restaurants offering delivery, drive thru or carry out service, so long as all 
persons practice social distancing to the extent practicable.  
 
Further, this Health Officer Order requires all indoor malls and shopping centers, all swap meets 
and flea markets, all indoor and outdoor playgrounds and all non-essential businesses to close.  
This Order does not supersede any stricter limitation imposed by a local public entity. 
 
The County Health Officer will continue to monitor the rate of COVID-19 disease spread, the 
severity of the resulting illnesses and deaths caused, California Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations, and the effect of 
this Order.  If needed, this Order may be extended, expanded, or otherwise modified to protect the 
public’s health. 
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UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTIONS 101040, 
101085, AND 120175, THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES HEALTH OFFICER ORDERS: 
 
1. Effective immediately on March 21, 2020 and continuing through April 19, 2020, all public and 

private group events and gatherings are prohibited anywhere within the Los Angeles County 
Public Health Jurisdiction.  All persons are to remain in their homes or at their place of residence, 
except to travel to and from Essential Businesses, to work at or provide service to a Healthcare 
Operation or Essential Infrastructure, to engage in Essential Activities, or to participate in an 
individual or family outdoor activity, while practicing social distancing.  
 

2. For Essential Businesses not prohibited by this Order, the owner, manager, or operator of the 
Essential Business shall:  

 
(a) Enforce social distancing measures by requiring members of the public to be separated by 

at least six (6) feet from others, to the extent feasible. Persons who are family members or 
household contacts, may stand or move together, but must be separated from others by a 
distance of at least six (6) feet. 
 

(b) Provide access to hand washing facilities with soap and water or to hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60 percent alcohol. 

 
(c) Post a sign in a conspicuous place at all public entries that instructs members of the public 

to not enter if they are experiencing symptoms of respiratory illness, including fever or 
cough. 

 
(d) Adhere to communicable disease control recommendations provided by the Los Angeles 

County Department of Public Health, including guidance for cleaning and disinfecting the 
site. See guidance posted at www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/. 
 

3. The Health Officer orders the immediate closure of the following types of commercial properties 
and businesses: 
 

(a) Non-Essential Retail Businesses.  
 

(b) Indoor Malls and Indoor Shopping Centers, including all stores and vendors therein 
regardless whether they are an Essential or Non-Essential Retail Business.  As an 
exception, permanent Essential Businesses that are part of an Indoor Mall or Indoor 
Shopping Center, but that are accessible by the public from the exterior of the Indoor Mall 
or Shopping Center may remain open. The interior of the Indoor Mall or Indoor Shopping 
Center shall remain closed to the public.    

 
(c) This Order does not require closure of Essential Businesses in Outdoor Malls and 

Shopping Centers. However, owners and operators of Outdoor Malls and Shopping 
Centers shall enforce social distancing measures among their visitors as provided in 
Section 2 (a)-(d). 

 
(d) Indoor and Outdoor Playgrounds for Children, except for those located within childcare 

centers. 
 

(e) Indoor and Outdoor Flea Markets and Swap Meets. 
 

(f) Additional types of commercial properties and businesses: (i) Bars and Nightclubs that do 
not serve food; (ii) Gyms and fitness centers; (iii) Movie Theaters, Drive-In Theaters, Live 
Performance Theaters, Concert Halls, Arenas and Stadiums; (iv) Bowling Alleys and 
Arcades; and (v) Wineries, Breweries and Tap Rooms that provide tastings. 7
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4. This Order does not supersede any stricter limitation imposed by a local public entity within the 

Los Angeles County Public Health Jurisdiction. 
 

5. This Order does not apply to employees of government agencies working in the course and 
scope of their public service employment. 

 
REASONS FOR THE ORDER 
6. This Order is based upon scientific evidence and best practices, as currently known and 

available, to protect members of the public from avoidable risk of serious illness and death 
resulting from the spread of COVID-19, as well as to protect the healthcare system from a surge 
of cases into emergency rooms and hospitals. The Order supports the CDC's efforts to institute 
more stringent and necessary social distancing measures to reduce community transmission of 
COVID-19. 
 

7. Existing community transmission of COVID-19 in Los Angeles County presents a substantial and 
significant risk of harm to the health of residents. Currently, there is no vaccine available to 
protect against and no specific treatment for COVID-19. As of March 20, 2020, there have been 
at least 351 cases of COVID-19 and 4 deaths reported in Los Angeles County.  There remains a 
strong likelihood of a significant and increasing number of cases of community transmission. 

 
8. The virus that causes COVID-19 can be spread easily through person-to-person contact. This 

risk of transmission is increased when people are in close proximity. All gatherings pose an 
increased risk for community transmission of COVID-19 and thus, are a substantial risk to public 
health. As such, places where people gather, such as Indoor Malls and Shopping Centers, Swap 
Meets and Flea Markets, Children's Playgrounds, and Non-Essential Retail Businesses, provide 
significant opportunities for patrons or groups of patrons to have close contact with each other.  
Characteristics of these gatherings that are likely to exacerbate the spread of COVID-19 include, 
without limitation: (a) that these gatherings and businesses will attract people from throughout 
the county when there is widespread COVID-19 community transmission, (b) the prolonged time 
period during which many people are in close proximity at these locations, (c) the difficulty in 
tracing and controlling additional exposures when large numbers of people visit these places, 
and (d) visitors may be unknowingly infected with COVID-19 and may not follow adequate 
hygienic and social distancing practices.  
 

9. In the absence of a specific immunization or treatment for COVID-19, social distancing is 
essential to preventing this disease. Increasing social distancing and prohibiting events and 
gatherings is intended to slow transmission of COVID-19. Accordingly, to reduce the community 
transmission of COVID-19, the Health Officer has ordered the temporary prohibition of all events 
and gatherings, the closure of Indoor Malls and Shopping Centers as defined in Section 11, and 
the closure of certain businesses, as described in Section 12.  

 
DEFINITIONS 
10. For purposes of this Order, Essential Activities, are defined as travel for purposes of: (a) visiting 

a health or veterinary care professional; (b) obtaining medical supplies or medication;  
(c) obtaining grocery items for one’s household or for delivery to others; (d) legally mandated 
governmental purposes, such as access to court, social and administrative services; (e) 
providing care for minors, the elderly, dependents, persons with disabilities, or other vulnerable 
persons; and (f) complying with an order of law enforcement or court.  
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11. For purposes of this Order, Indoor Malls and Shopping Centers are defined as: 
A building with seven (7) or more "sales or retail establishments" with adjoining indoor space. 
For purposes of this Order, Outdoor Malls and Shopping Centers are defined as:  
A series of buildings on a common site, either under common ownership or common control or 
developed together, with seven (7) or more "sales or retail establishments." 

 
12. Non-Essential Retail Businesses are establishments that provide goods or services to the public 

that do not come within the definition of Essential Businesses set forth in Paragraph 13 of this 
Order. 
 

13. For purposes of this Order, Essential Businesses are defined as the following: 
 

(a) Grocery stores, certified farmers’ markets, farm and produce stands, supermarkets, food 
banks, convenience stores, warehouse stores, and other establishments engaged in the 
retail sale of canned food, dry goods, fresh fruit and vegetables, pet supply, water, fresh 
meats, fish, and poultry, and any other household consumer products (such as cleaning or 
personal care products).  This includes stores that sell groceries and sell other non-grocery 
products, and products necessary to maintaining the safety, sanitation, and essential 
operation of residences; 
 

(b) Food processors, confectioners, food packagers, food testing labs that are not open to the 
public, and food cultivation, including farming, livestock, and fishing; 

 

(c) Organizations and Businesses that provide food, shelter, and social services, and other 
necessities of life for economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals (including 
gang prevention and intervention, domestic violence, and homeless service agencies); 

 

(d) Newspapers, television, radio, magazine, podcast and journalism activities; 
 

(e) Gas stations, auto-supply, mobile auto repair operations, auto repair shops (including, 
without limitation, auto repair shops adjacent to or otherwise in connection with a retail or 
used auto dealership), and bicycle repair shops and related facilities; 

 

(f) Banks, credit unions, financial institutions and insurance companies; 
 

(g) Hardware stores, nurseries; building supply stores; 
 

(h) Plumbers, electricians, exterminators, custodial/janitorial workers, handyman services, 
funeral home workers and morticians, moving services, HVAC installers, carpenters, 
vegetation services, tree maintenance, landscapers, gardeners, property managers, private 
security personnel and other service providers who provide services to maintain the safety, 
sanitation, and essential operation to properties and other Essential Businesses; 

 

(i) Businesses providing mailing and shipping services, including post office boxes; 
 

(j) Educational institutions (including public and private K-12 schools, colleges, and universities) 
for purposes of facilitating distance learning, providing meals for pick-up, or performing 
essential functions, provided that social distancing is practiced; 

 

(k) Laundromats, dry cleaners, laundry service providers; 
 

(l) Restaurants and other food facilities that prepare and serve food, but only for delivery, drive 
thru or carry out.  Indoor and outdoor table dining is not permitted. Cafeterias, commissaries, 
and restaurants located within hospitals, nursing homes, or other licensed health care 
facilities may provide dine-in service, as long as social distancing is practiced pursuant to 
Section 2(a)-(d). 
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(m) Businesses that supply office or computer products needed by people who work from home; 
 

(n) Businesses that supply other Essential Businesses with the support or supplies necessary to 
operate; 

 

(o) Businesses that ship, truck, provide logistical support or deliver groceries, food, goods or 
services directly to residences, Essential Businesses, Healthcare Operations, and Essential 
Infrastructure; 

 

(p) Airlines, taxis, ride sharing services and other private transportation providers providing 
transportation services necessary for activities of daily living and other purposes expressly 
authorized in this Order; 

 

(q) Businesses that manufacture parts and provide service for Essential Infrastructure; 
 

(r) Home-based care for seniors, adults, disabled persons, or children;  
 

(s) Residential facilities and shelters for homeless residents, disabled persons, seniors, adults, 
children and animals; 

 

(t) Professional services, such as legal, payroll or accounting services, when necessary to assist 
in compliance with legally mandated activities, and the permitting, inspection, construction, 
transfer and recording of ownership of housing, including residential and commercial real 
estate and anything incidental thereto; 

 

(u) Military/Defense Contractors/FFRDC (Federally Funded Research and Development 
Centers).  For purposes of this Order, essential personnel may leave their residence to 
provide any service or perform any work deemed essential for national security including, but 
not limited to defense, intelligence and aerospace development and manufacturing for the 
Department of Defense, the Intelligence Community, and NASA and other federal 
government, and or United States Government departments and agencies.  Essential 
personnel include prime, sub-primes, and supplier contractor employees, at both the prime 
contract level and any supplier levels at any tier, working on federal United States 
Government contracts such as contracts rated under the Defense Priorities and Allocations 
System (DPAS) and contracts for national intelligence and national security requirements; 

 

(v) Childcare facilities providing services that enable employees exempted in this Order to work 
as permitted.  To the extent possible, childcare facilities must operate under the following 
mandatory conditions:  (1) Childcare must be carried out in stable groups of 12 or fewer 
(“stable" means the same twelve (12) or fewer children are in the same group each day); (2) 
Children shall not change from one group to another; (3) If more than one (1) group of 
children is cared for at once facility, each group shall be in a separate room.  Groups shall 
not mix with each other; (4) Childcare providers shall remain solely with one group of 
children. 

 

(w) Hotels, motels, shared rental units and similar facilities.  
 

(x) Construction Workers who support the construction, operation, inspection, and maintenance 
of construction sites and construction projects (including housing construction).  

 
14. This Order is intended to deter the spread of COVID-19 by preventing people from being in    

unnecessary close contact. Certain activities are essential to the functioning of the County and 
the well-being of our residents and must continue. 

 
15. This Order does not prohibit persons from leaving their residences to perform any work 

necessary or provide any services to or obtain services from the following Essential 
Infrastructure and Healthcare Operations: 10
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(a) Healthcare Operations (hospitals, clinics, laboratories, dentists, pharmacies, physical 

therapists and chiropractors, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, other licensed 
healthcare facilities, healthcare suppliers, home healthcare service providers, mental or 
behavioral health providers, alcohol and drug treatment providers, cannabis dispensaries 
with a medicinal cannabis license and all other required state and local licenses, medical 
or scientific research companies, or any related and/or ancillary healthcare services, 
manufacturers, distributors and servicers of medical devices, diagnostics, and equipment, 
veterinary care, and all healthcare provided to animals.  This exemption shall be construed 
to avoid any impact to the delivery of healthcare, broadly defined.  Healthcare Operations 
does not include fitness and exercise gyms and similar exercise or training facilities. 
 

(b) Essential Infrastructure, including but not limited to, public health, public works 
construction, construction of commercial, office and institutional buildings, construction of 
housing, airport operations, port operations, food supply, water, sewer, gas, electrical, oil 
extraction and refining, road and highways, public transportation, solid waste collection 
and removal, flood control and watershed protection, internet and telecommunications 
systems  (including the provision of essential global, national, local infrastructure for 
computing services, business infrastructure, communications, and web-based services), 
and manufacturing and distribution companies deemed essential as part of the Essential 
Infrastructure supply chain, provided that they carry out those services or that work in 
compliance with social distancing requirements, to the extent practicable. 

 
 ADDITIONAL TERMS 
16. This Order does not, in any way, restrict: (a) first responder access to the site(s) named in this 

Order during an emergency or (b) local, state or federal officers, investigators, or medical or law 
enforcement personnel from carrying out their lawful duties at the site(s) named in this Order. 
 

17. The entities subject to this Order that are not required to close may otherwise remain open for 
business and perform essential functions and operations during the duration of this Order.   
 

18. The County shall promptly provide copies of this Order by: (a) posting it on the Los Angeles 
Department of Public Health’s website (www.publichealth.lacounty.gov), (b) posting it at the 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration located at 500 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012, (c) providing it to any member of the public requesting a copy, (d) issuing a press release 
to publicize the Order throughout the county, and (e) by serving via email on large facilities 
known to the County's Health Officer that are likely to be subject to this Order (but service via 
email is not required for compliance). 

(a)  The owner, manager, or operator of any facility that is likely to be impacted by this 
Order is strongly encouraged to post a copy of this Order onsite and to provide a copy 
to any member of the public requesting a copy. 
 

(b) Because guidance may change, the owner, manager, or operator of any facility that is 
subject to this Order is ordered to consult the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health’s website (www.publichealth.lacounty.gov) daily to identify any modifications to 
the Order and is required to comply with any updates until the Order is terminated. 

 
19. If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Order or any application of it to any 

person, structure, gathering, or circumstance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a 
decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, then such decision will not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions or applications of this Order. 
 11
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20. This Order incorporates by reference, the March 4, 2020 Proclamation of a State of Emergency 
issued by Governor Gavin Newsom and the March 4, 2020 declarations of a local and public 
health emergency issued by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors and Los Angeles 
County Health Officer, respectively, and as they may be supplemented.  

 
21. To protect the public’s health, the Health Officer may take additional action(s) for failure to 

comply with this Order. Violation of this Order is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment, 
fine or both under California Health and Section Code Section 120295 et seq. Further, pursuant 
to Sections 26602 and 41601 of the California Government Code and Section 101029 of the 
California Health and Safety Code, the Health Officer requests that the Sheriff and the Chiefs of 
Police in all cities located in the Los Angeles County Public Health Jurisdiction ensure 
compliance with and enforcement of this Order. 

 
 
IT IS SO ORDERED:  
  

 
 
 

 
 
Muntu Davis, MD, MPH 
Health Officer, County of Los Angeles  

Date: March 21, 2020 
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HEALTH OFFICER ORDER FOR THE CONTROL OF COVID-19 
Temporary Prohibition of Group Events and Gatherings 

Required Social Distancing Measures 
Closure of Certain Businesses 

Date Order Issued: March 16, 2020  

Please read this Order carefully. Violation of or failure to comply with this Order is a crime 
punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. (California Health and Safety Code § 120295; 
Los Angeles County Code § 11.02.080.) 

SUMMARY OF THE ORDER: During a State of Emergency, California law empowers the County 
of Los Angeles Health Officer (Health Officer) to take measures necessary to protect the public 
from the spread of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) within the County of Los Angeles. In 
accordance with the Centers for Disease Control's (CDC) Interim Guidance for Large Events and 
Mass Gatherings (March 15, 2020); the California Department of Public Health’s Mass Gathering 
Guidance (March 11, 2020); Governor Newsom's Guidance Regarding Bars and Restaurants 
(March 15, 2020); and Mayor Eric Garcetti's Emergency Public Order – New City Measures to 
Address COVID-19 (March 15, 2020), the Health Officer is ordering significant protective measures 
to stem or slow the spread of COVID-19 within the greater Los Angeles community.  

Because of the rapid spread of COVID-19 and the need to protect the most vulnerable members of 
our community, this Order prohibits all indoor public and private gatherings and all outdoor public 
and private events within a confined space, where at least 50 people are expected to be in 
attendance at the same time. This Order applies within the County of Los Angeles Public Health 
Jurisdiction, beginning March 16, 2020 and continues through March 31, 2020, subject to the terms 
and conditions more particularly set forth below. 

For all gatherings that are not prohibited, the Health Officer orders the event and gathering holders 
and venues to implement the following infection control precautions: (1) enforce social distancing 
within the confined space by requiring attendees to be separated by six (6) feet; (2) provide access 
to hand washing facilities with soap and water or hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent 
alcohol; (3) post a sign in a conspicuous place at the public entry to the venue instructing members 
of the public to not attend if they are experiencing symptoms of respiratory illness, including fever or 
cough; and (4) adhere to communicable disease control recommendations provided by the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Health. 

Further, this Health Officer Order, in accordance Mayor Eric Garcetti's Emergency Public Order – 
New City Measures to Address COVID-19, requires all permanent food facilities to limit their 
services to only preparing and offering food to customers via delivery service, via pick up for take-
out dining only, or via drive thru.  

This Order immediately requires closing the following types of businesses: 

 (1) Bars and Nightclubs that do not serve food. 

 (2) Gyms and Fitness Centers. 

 (3) Movie Theaters, Live Performance Theaters, Bowling Alleys, and Arcades.  

The County Health Officer will continue to monitor COVID-19 disease spread, State and CDC 
recommendations, and the impact of the required measures, and as needed, may revisit, extend, 
expand, or otherwise modify this Order to protect the public’s health. 
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UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTIONS 101040, 
101085, AND 120175, THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES HEALTH OFFICER ORDERS: 

1. Effective March 16, 2020 and continuing through March 31, 2020, all public and private group 
events and mass gatherings, as defined below, of 50 or more people are prohibited anywhere 
within the Los Angeles County Public Health Jurisdiction. 

2. For public and private events and gatherings attended by between 10-49 members of the public, 
held in a confined or enclosed space, and not prohibited by this Order, the organizer of the event 
and the owner, manager, or operator of the venue holding the event or gathering shall:  

a. Enforce social distancing measures by requiring attendees who remain at the event for 
over 10 minutes to be separated by at least six (6) feet from other attendees during the 
entirety of the event or gathering. Persons who attend the event or gathering as a group, 
e.g., a group of family members or household contacts, may sit or remain together, but 
groups of attendees must be separated by a distance of at least six (6) feet. 

b. Provide access to hand washing facilities with soap and water or with hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60 percent alcohol. 

c. Post a sign in a conspicuous place at all public entries to the venue that instructs 
members of the public to not attend if they are experiencing symptoms of respiratory 
illness, including fever or cough. 

d. Adhere to communicable disease control recommendations provided by the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health, including guidance for cleaning and disinfecting the 
site. See guidance posted at www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/. 

3. Effective immediately, and in accordance with Governor Newsom's Guidance and Mayor 
Garcetti's New City Measures to Address COVID-19, all permanent food facilities, as defined by 
Health and Safety Code § 113849, may only prepare and offer food that is provided to customers 
via delivery service, via pick-up for takeout dining, and via drive-thru. Bars and night clubs that 
offer food to consumers may remain open only for purposes of continuing to prepare and offer 
food to consumers via delivery service, via pick-up, or drive-thru. Permanent food facilities that 
provide and offer food to consumers for pick up must require patrons or groups of patrons who 
are ordering food and beverages to be and remain at least six (6) feet apart from each other 
while inside the facility.  

4. Further, the Health Officer orders the immediate closure of the following types of businesses: 
a. Bars and Nightclubs that do not serve food.  
b. Movie theaters, live performance venues, bowling alleys, and arcades.  
c. Gyms and fitness centers. 
d. Wineries, Breweries, and Tap Rooms that provide tastings. 

5. This Order does not supersede any stricter limitation imposed by a local public entity within the 
Los Angeles County Public Health Jurisdiction. 

REASONS FOR THE ORDER 

6. This Order is based upon scientific evidence and best practices, as currently known and 
available, to protect members of the public from avoidable risk of serious illness and death 
resulting from the spread of COVID-19, as well as to protect the healthcare system from a surge 
of cases into its emergency rooms and hospitals. The Order supports the California Department 
of Public Health and the CDC's efforts to institute necessary social distancing measures to 
reduce community transmission of COVID-19. 21
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7. Existing community transmission of COVID-19 in Los Angeles County presents a substantial and 
significant risk of harm to the health of residents. Currently, there is no vaccine available to 
protect against and no specific treatment for COVID-19. As of March 16, 2020, there have been 
at least 94 cases of COVID-19 and 1 death reported in Los Angeles County.  

8. The virus that causes COVID-19 can be spread easily through person-to-person contact. This 
risk of transmission is increased when people are in close proximity. All group events and 
gatherings pose an increased risk for transmission of COVID-19 and thus, are a substantial risk 
to public health. Circumstances associated with Group Events and Mass Gatherings, smaller 
events and gatherings, and the public's presence in businesses where it is usual for patrons to 
have extended close contact, that are likely to exacerbate the spread of COVID-19 include, 
without limitation: (a) the increased likelihood that these events, gatherings, and businesses will 
attract people from a geographic area with known COVID-19 community transmission, (b) the 
prolonged time period during which large numbers of people are in close proximity, (c) the 
difficulty in tracing and controlling additional exposures when large numbers of people attend a 
single event, and (d) the inability to ensure both that attendees are not infected with COVID-19 
and will follow adequate hygienic and social distancing practices.  

9. In the absence of a specific immunization or treatment for COVID-19, social distancing is the 
only and most readily available tool to prevent this disease. Increasing social distancing and 
limiting gatherings are proven ways to slow transmission of communicable diseases. 
Accordingly, to reduce the community transmission of COVID-19, the Health Officer has ordered 
the temporary prohibition of all Group Events and Mass Gatherings, as defined in Sections 10, 
11 and 12, and is also requiring the closure of certain businesses where it is usual practice for 
patrons to remain in close proximity.  

DEFINITIONS 

10. For purposes of this Order, Group Events and Mass Gatherings are any gathering, assembly, 
event, or convening that brings together or is likely to bring together 50 or more persons at the 
same time in an indoor or outdoor confined or enclosed space, for any purpose including a 
business, cultural, religious, athletic, entertainment, social, or other special event. These types of 
Group Events and Mass Gatherings are likely to result in situations where people will be within 
six (6) feet of each other for an extended period of time (greater than 10 minutes).  

11. Group Events and Mass Gatherings include, without limitation: (a) any convention, arena, or 
meeting space with fixed seating or other set-up where seating is placed adjacent to each other 
in rows; (b) any space where event attendees stand in close proximity to each other, such as a 
concert or other performance that includes “standing room only” sections; (c) an admission or 
concession line/queue; and (d) a confined or closed outdoor space: (i) that is enclosed by a 
fence, physical barrier, or other structure and (ii) where people are within six (6) feet of one 
another for more than ten (10) minutes. Specific examples include, but are not limited to, 
conventions, conferences, training activities, concerts, and athletic events. 

12. This Order is intended to deter the spread of COVID-19 by preventing people from being in 
unnecessary close contact. Certain activities are essential to the functioning of the County and 
the well-being of our residents and must continue. Accordingly, the requirements in this Order do 
not apply to the following sites or situations where residents must obtain or participate in 
essential governmental, educational, or other essential services (those that meet basic human 
needs): (a) attendance at regular school classes, work, or essential governmental services; 
(b) places where people are in transit or waiting for transit including airports or bus or train 
stations or terminals; (c) grocery stores and retail stores; (d) congregate living situations, 
including dormitories; or (e) hospitals and healthcare facilities.  

22
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a.  This Order does not prohibit use of enclosed spaces where 50 or more people may be 
present at different times during the day, as long as 50 or more people are not present in 
the space at the same time. 

b. This Order does not apply to specific permanent food facilities: 
i.  Cafeterias, commissaries, and retail food facilities located within hospitals, nursing 
    homes, governmental buildings that provide essential services to the public, or within  
    other licensed health care facilities. 
ii.  Grocery stores and pharmacies. 

iii. Charitable or governmental organization providing meals to the indigent population. 
iv. Concessionaires or food services within any airport within the Los Angeles County Public  
     Health jurisdiction. 

 ADDITIONAL TERMS 

13. This Order does not, in any way, restrict: (a) first responder access to the site(s) named in this 
Order during an emergency or (b) local, state or federal officers, investigators, or medical or law 
enforcement personnel from carrying out their lawful duties at the site(s) named in this Order. 

14. The entities subject to this Order that are not required to close may otherwise remain open for 
business and perform essential functions and operations during the duration of this Order. 

15. The County shall promptly provide copies of this Order by: (a) posting it on the Los Angeles 
Department of Public Health’s website (www.publichealth.lacounty.gov), (b) posting it at the 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration located at 500 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 
90012, (c) providing it to any member of the public requesting a copy, (d) issuing a press release 
to publicize the Order throughout the county, and (e) by serving via email on large facilities 
known to the County's Health Officer that are likely to be subject to this Order (but service via 
email is not required for compliance). 
a.  The owner, manager, or operator of any facility that is likely to be impacted by this Order is 

strongly encouraged to post a copy of this Order onsite and to provide a copy to any 
member of the public requesting a copy. 

b.  Because guidance may change, the owner, manager, or operator of any facility that is 
subject to this Order is ordered to consult the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health’s website (www.publichealth.lacounty.gov) daily to identify any modifications to the 
Order and is required to comply with any updates until the Order is terminated. 

16. If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Order or any application of it to any 
person, structure, gathering, or circumstance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a 
decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, then such decision will not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions or applications of this Order. 

17. This Order is issued in accordance with, and incorporates by reference, the March 4, 2020 
Proclamation of a State of Emergency issued by Governor Gavin Newsom and the  
March 4, 2020 declarations of a local and public health emergency issued by the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors and Los Angeles County Health Officer, respectively, and as they 
may be supplemented.  
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18. To protect the public’s health, the Health Officer may take additional action(s) for failure to 
comply with this Order. Violation of this Order is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment, 
fine or both under California Health and Section Code Section 120295 et seq. Further, pursuant 
to Sections 26602 and 41601 of the California Government Code and Section 101029 of the 
California Health and Safety Code, the Health Officer requests that the Sheriff and the Chiefs of 
Police in all cities located in the Los Angeles County Public Health Jurisdiction ensure 
compliance with and enforcement of this Order. 

 

IT IS SO ORDERED:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muntu Davis, MD, MPH 

Health Officer, County of Los Angeles  

Date:  
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 EXECUTIVE ORDER N-34-20 

 

WHEREAS on March 4, 2020, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 

California as a result of the threat of COVID-19; and  

 

WHEREAS hundreds of local governments across the state have also 

declared states of emergency, imposed or recommended social distancing, 

and taken other significant steps in response to COVID-19; and  

 

WHEREAS various political subdivisions within California are in the process 

of changing from an at-large method of election to district elections, existing 

law requires public hearings to be conducted within prescribed timeframes as 

part of this change, and conducting such hearings within these timeframes 

would be incongruent with public health officials’ guidance regarding social 

distancing; and  

 

WHEREAS California held a Presidential Primary Election on March 3, 2020, 

for which ballot counting, tabulation, and other responsibilities related to the 

official canvass, including certification of the canvass, audits and/or manual 

tallies of election results, and reporting of the official canvass results, remain 

outstanding or ongoing; and  

 

WHEREAS COVID-19 and the response thereto may impair the ability of 

relevant state and local officials, including county elections officials and the 

Secretary of State, and the volunteers supporting them, to meet statutory 

deadlines associated with these responsibilities; and  

 

WHEREAS on November 15, 2019, I proclaimed a Special General Election 

to be held on May 12, 2020, to fill a vacancy in the State Senate seat 

representing the 28th Senate District of the State, in Riverside County; and 

 

WHEREAS on November 15, 2019, I proclaimed a Special General Election 

to be held on May 12, 2020, to fill a vacancy in the U.S. House of Representatives 

seat representing the 25th Congressional District of the State, which covers 

portions of the counties of Ventura and Los Angeles; and 

 

WHEREAS on April 7, 2020, a Special Recall Election will be held in the City 

of Westminster, in the County of Orange; and 

 

WHEREAS state law would ordinarily require that these elections be 

conducted using in-person voting at polling locations throughout the jurisdiction; 

and 

 

WHEREAS the generalized use of in-person voting presents risks to public 

health and safety in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, and could risk 

undermining social distancing measures imposed by the State Public Health 

Officer, as well as other aspects of the response to COVID-19; and    
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WHEREAS our elections must be accessible, secure, and safe; and 

 

WHEREAS California’s existing vote-by-mail procedures can be used to 

allow these three elections to go forward in a manner that is accessible, secure, 

and safe. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 

in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and 

statutes of the State of California, and in particular, Government Code sections 

8567 and 8571, do hereby issue the following Order to become effective 

immediately: 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

 

1) The timeframes for conducting the hearings required when a political 

subdivision changes from an at-large method of election to a district-

based election, as set forth in Elections Code section 10010, are 

suspended for any subdivision, until such time as neither state nor local 

public health officials recommend or impose social distancing 

measures in the relevant subdivision.  Following that time, the relevant 

subdivision shall hold the required hearings in a manner that ensures 

the public is provided advance notice and is afforded an opportunity 

to participate in the postponed hearings; subdivisions are urged to 

ensure that this process includes effective outreach to individuals with 

disabilities, individuals who primarily speak languages other than 

English, and other individuals who may have particularized needs.  

 

2) Notwithstanding Elections Code sections 3019, 15100–15112, 15300–

15376, 15400–15402, 15450–15490, and 15500–15505; California Code of 

Regulations, Title 2, sections 20027, 20108.75, 20108.8, and 20110–20126; 

and any other applicable provision of state law, all deadlines 

associated with completing, auditing, and reporting on the official 

canvass of the March 3, 2020, Presidential Primary Election are 

extended by 21 days.  Counties are urged to complete activities 

related to the official canvass according to the deadlines ordinarily 

imposed by state law, to the extent possible.  The Secretary of State is 

requested to issue guidance to county elections officials concerning 

compliance with this paragraph. 

   

3) Notwithstanding Elections Code sections 1500 and 4000–4007 

(including, but not limited to, the conditions otherwise imposed on all-

mail ballot elections in Election Code section 4000 and 4001.5), and 

any other applicable provision of state law, the April 7, 2020, Special 

Recall Election to be held in the City of Westminster; the May 12, 2020, 

Special General Election to be held within the 25th Congressional 

District of the State; and the May 12, 2020, Special General Election to 

be held within the 28th Senate District of the State shall each be held 

as an all-mail ballot election and conducted according to those 

provisions of the Elections Code that govern all-mail ballot elections, 

including but not limited to Elections Code sections 3000–3026 and 

4100.  The respective county elections officials responsible for 

conducting each respective election shall transmit vote-by-mail ballots 

to all voters eligible to vote in each respective election.  

Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Order, elections officials are 
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also authorized, and encouraged, to make in-person voting 

opportunities available on or before Election Day for each of these 

elections in a manner consistent with public health and safety, to 

maximize voter accessibility.  Elections officials shall provide maximum 

possible notice to voters about how to participate in each of these 

elections, paying particular attention to the needs of voters at high risk 

from COVID-19, individuals with disabilities, and other voters with 

particularized needs.  

 

4) Notwithstanding Elections Code sections 3019, 15100–15112, 15300–

15376, 15400–15402, 15450–15490, and 15500–15505; California Code of 

Regulations, Title 2, sections 20027, 20108.75, 20108.8, and 20110–20126; 

and any other applicable provision of state law including, but not 

limited to, any applicable state regulation, all deadlines associated 

with completing, auditing, and reporting on the official canvass of the 

May 12, 2020, Special General Elections to be held within the 25th 

Congressional District of the State and the 28th Senate District of the 

State are extended by 21 days.  Counties are urged to complete 

activities related to the official canvass according to the deadlines 

ordinarily imposed by state law, to the extent possible.  The Secretary 

of State is requested to issue guidance to county elections officials 

concerning compliance with this paragraph. 

 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be 

filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and 

notice be given of this Order. 

 

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits, 

substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of 

California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other 

person. 

 

 

      IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have    

      hereunto set my hand and caused   

      the Great Seal of the State of    

      California to be affixed this 20th day   

      of March 2020. 

 

 

 

      _____________________________ 

      GAVIN NEWSOM 

      Governor of California 

 

 

      ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      _____________________________ 

      ALEX PADILLA 

      Secretary of State 
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HEALTH OFFICER ORDER FOR THE CONTROL OF COVID-19 
Public Health Emergency Isolation Order 

Date Order Issued: March 25, 2020 
This Order is in effect until rescinded in writing by the Health Officer. 

SUMMARY OF THE ORDER 

California is in a State of Emergency because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
spread of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a substantial danger to the health of the 
public within the County of Los Angeles. COVID-19 can easily spread between people 
who are in close contact with one another. Everyone is at risk for becoming ill with 
COVID-19, but some people are more vulnerable to serious illness, including 
pneumonia and organ failure, or death, due to their age, physical state, and/or health 
status. Currently, there is no vaccine available to protect against COVID-19 and no 
specific treatment for its symptoms. 

In order to help slow COVID-19's spread, protect vulnerable individuals, and prevent the 
healthcare system in the Los Angeles County from being overwhelmed, it is necessary 
for the County of Los Angeles Health Officer ("Health Officer") to require the 
self-isolation of persons diagnosed with or likely to have COVID-19. 

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND 
SAFETY CODE SECTIONS 101040, 101085, 120175, 120215, 120220, AND 120225 

THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES HEALTH OFFICER ORDERS: 

All individuals who have been diagnosed with or who are likely to have COVID-19 
must isolate themselves. These persons are required to follow all instructions in 
this Order and the Public Health guidance documents referenced in this Order. 

Isolation Requirements for Individuals Diagnosed with or Likely to have COVID-19 

All individuals who have been diagnosed with or are likely to have COVID-19 must 
immediately take the following actions: 

• Isolate themselves in their home or another residence until: (a) at least 3 days 
(72 hours) have passed since recovery, defined as resolution of fever without 
use of fever-reducing medications and improvement of respiratory symptoms 
(e.g., cough, shortness of breath), AND (b) at least 7 days since symptoms 
first appeared, whichever is later. Until this time, they may not leave their place of 
isolation or enter any other public or private place, except to receive necessary 
medical care. 

• Carefully review and closely follow all requirements listed in the "Home 
Isolation Instructions for People with Coronavirus-2019 (COVID-19) Infection," 
which is available in English and Spanish. 

Health Officer Order for the Control of COVID-19: Public Health Emergency Isolation Order 
Page 1 of 2 

3/25/20 

38

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/HomeisolationenCoV.pdf����������������
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/docs/HomeisolationenCoVSpn.pdf


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEAL TH 

ORDER OF THE HEAL TH OFFICER 
•

-•"11,• ffcOIIKfTo,I.MAHGIW 

: .. ._:..: ,,,ubllc Health 

• Tell others who live in their residence, intimate partner(s), their caregiver(s), 
and other persons who were in close contact with them while they were 
symptomatic that they need to quarantine themselves. Refer them to the 
"Home Quarantine Guidance for Close Contacts to Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19)" document, which is available in English and Spanish. This document 
describes steps that household contacts, intimate partners, caregivers, and other 
close contacts must take to prevent spread of COVID-19. This is necessary 
because close contacts have likely been exposed to COVID-19 and, if infected, can 
easily spread COVID-19 to others, even if they have only mild symptoms. 

Individuals are required to isolate themselves because they have or are likely to 
have COVID-19. 

Self-isolation is immediately required if a person meets one or more of the following factors: 
a) A positive lab test for COVID-19 
b) Signs and symptoms that are consistent with COVID-19 within 14 days of being in 

close contact with a person who had or was believed to have had COVID-19 OR 
c) A physician has informed the individual that they are likely to have COVID-19. 

These persons are required to self-isolate because a person infected with or likely to 
have COVID-19 can easily spread the virus to others. Isolation separates these ill 
individuals from others to prevent the spread of COVID-19. This Order protects 
everyone, including people who are high risk for serious illness, such as older adults 
and people with weakened immune systems. 

Isolated individuals must isolate themselves in a residence and follow all 
directions in this Order until they are no longer at risk for spreading COVID-19 
based upon the following criteria: 

a) At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery, defined as resolution of 
both fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and improvement of 
cough, shortness of breath, and other symptoms AND 

b) At least 7 days have passed since symptoms first appeared, whichever is later. 

The Health Officer may take additional action(s), which may include civil detention or 
requiring one to stay at a health facility or other location, to protect the public's health if an 
individual who is subject to this Order violates or fails to comply with this Order. Violation 
of this Order is also a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment, fine or both. (Health 
and Safety Code §120295; Los Angeles County Code §11.02.080.) 

IT IS SO OR~ D.&\1 

M~ O,MPH 
Date: //!11(2Llf ~ ~Do2 c) , 

Health Officer, County of Los Angeles 
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HEALTH OFFICER ORDER FOR THE CONTROL OF COVID-19 
Public Health Emergency Quarantine Order 

Date Order Issued: March 25, 2020 
This Order is in effect until rescinded in writing by the Health Officer. 

SUMMARY OF THE ORDER 

California is in a State of Emergency because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The spread 
of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a substantial danger to the health of the public within 
the County of Los Angeles. COVID-19 can easily spread between people who are in close 
contact with one another. Individuals in close contact with a person diagnosed with or likely 
to have COVID-19 may easily become infected and spread it even if they have only mild 
symptoms. There is no vaccine available to protect against COVID-19 and no specific 
treatment for its symptoms. Everyone is at risk for becoming ill with COVID-19, but some 
people are more vulnerable to serious illness, including pneumonia, organ failure, or death, 
due to their age, physical state, and/or health status. 

In order to help slow COVID-19's spread, protect vulnerable individuals, and prevent the 
healthcare system in Los Angeles County from being overwhelmed, it is necessary for the 
County of Los Angeles Health Officer ("Health Officer'') to require the self-quarantine of 
persons exposed to a person diagnosed with or likely to have COVID-19. Quarantine 
separates individuals who were exposed to COVID-19 from others, until it is determined 
that they are not at risk for spreading the disease. This protects everyone, including people 
who are high risk for serious illness, such as older adults and people with weakened 
immune systems. 

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND SAFETY CODE 
SECTIONS 101040, 101085, 120175, 120215, 120220, AND 120225, 

THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES HEALTH OFFICER ORDERS: 

All household contacts, .intimate partners, caregivers, and close contacts who 
have been in close contact with a person diagnosed with or likely to have 

COVID-19 while that person was symptomatic must quarantine themselves. 
Persons quarantined are required to follow all instructions in this Order and the 

Public Health guidance documents referenced in this Order. 

Quarantine Requirements for Household Contacts, Intimate Partners, 
Caregivers, and Close Contacts of Persons with or Likely to Have COVID-19 

A person is considered to be a close contact of a person with or likely to have 
COVID-19 if they: (a) were within six (6) feet for more than 10 minutes OR (b) had 
unprotected direct contact to secretions or excretions ( e.g., sneeze or cough) of a 
person diagnosed with or likely to have COVID-19. 
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All individuals who know that they have been in close contact, as a household 
member, an intimate partner, a caregiver outside of a healthcare setting, or other 
close contact, with a person diagnosed with or likely to have COVID-19 while that 
person was symptomatic (ill), are required to take the following actions: 

• Be quarantined in their home or another residence until 14 days from the last
date that they were last in contact with the symptomatic person with or likely to
have COVID-19. Self-quarantine is necessary if an individual has had close contact
with a person who has:

a) A positive lab test for COVI D-19

b) Signs and symptoms that are consistent with COVID-19 within 14 days of being in

close contact with a person who had or was believed to have had COVID-19 OR

c) Been informed by a physician that they are likely to have COVID-19.

Individuals are required to quarantine themselves for the entirety of the 14-day 
COVI D-19 incubation period because they are at high risk for developing and 
spreading COVID-19. Quarantined persons may not leave their place of quarantine or 
enter any other public or private place during the period of quarantine, except to 
receive necessary medical care. 

• Carefully review and closely follow all requirements listed in the "Home
Quarantine Guidance for Close Contacts to Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19)," which is available in English and Spanish.

• If a quarantined person becomes sick with fever, cough, or shortness of breath
(even if their symptoms are very mild), to prote.ct others from COVID-19, they
should isolate themselves at home and away from other people and follow the
"Home Isolation Instructions for People with Coronavirus-2019 (COVID-19)
Infection," which is available in English and Spanish. This is because they are
likely to have COVID-19 and if so, can spread it to others.

The Health Officer may take additional action(s), which may include civil detention at a 
health facility or other location, to protect the public's health if an individual who is subject 
to this Order violates or fails to comply with this Order. Violation of this Order is also a 
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment, fine or both. (Penal Code § 120295, et seq.; 
Los Angeles County Code § 11.02.080.) 

IT IS SO ORDERE
� 

Munt avis, MD, MPH 
Date: )/;h'ct!JI c9£", .;Jo�

Healt Officer, County of Los Angeles 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEAL TH 
ORDER OF THE HEALTH OFFICER 

ADDENDUM TO 
SAFER AT HOME ORDER FOR CONTROL OF COVID-19 

Temporary Closure of Public Trails and Trailheads, Beaches, 
Piers, Beach Bike Paths and Beach Access Points 

Date Order Issued: March 27, 2020 

Please read this Order carefully. Violation of or failure to comply 
with this Order is a crime punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. 

(California Health and Safety Code §120295; Los Angeles County Code§ 11.02.080.) 

SUMMARY OF THE ORDER: This County of Los Angeles Health Officer Order 
(Order) amends the Health Officer Order of March 21, 2020, to include the temporary 
closure of all public beaches, public trails, and trailheads within the Public Health 
Jurisdiction of the County of Los Angeles. The County of Los Angeles Public Health 
Jurisdiction is defined as all unincorporated areas and cities within the County of Los 
Angeles, with the exception of the cities of Long Beach and Pasadena. 

The County of Los Angeles and its Department of Public Health observed an unusually 
high volume of beach and trail users on March 21 and 22, which seriously impeded the 
beach and trail users' practice of safe and necessary social distancing measures 
(avoiding crowds and maintaining distance of 6 feet from others who are not household 
members or close contacts). This heavy amount of beach and trail use by numerous 
groups of people does not allow for safe social distancing, and therefore seriously impedes 
community efforts to stem the local transmission of COVID-19. Accordingly, this Order is 
necessary to both enforce social distancing measures and stem the spread of COVID-19 
within the community. 

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE CALIFORNIA HEAL TH AND 
SAFETY CODE SECTIONS 101040, 101085, AND 120175, 

THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES HEAL TH OFFICER ORDERS: 

1. All public trails and trailheads within the County of Los Angeles Public Health 
Jurisdiction are to be temporarily closed to the public as of March 27, 2020, in order 
to limit the gathering of crowds of people on these public trails and trailheads to 
further stem the spread of COVID-19 among the greater Los Angeles community. 

2. All public beaches, piers, public beach parking lots, beach bike paths that traverse 
that sanded portion of the beach, and beach access points within the County of 
Los Angeles Public Health Jurisdiction are to be temporarily closed to the public as of 
March 27, 2020, to limit gathering of crowds of people on public beaches to further 
stem the spread of COVID-19 among the greater Los Angeles community. 

3. This Order shall be effective immediately and continue through April 19, 2020. 
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4. Persons may continue to use currently open and publicly available park space, not 
prohibited by this Order, for passive recreational activities, while practicing social 
distancing. 

5. This Order incorporates by reference the March 21, 2020 County Health Officer Order. 

6. To protect the public's health, the Health Officer may take additional action(s) for 
failure to comply with this Order. Violation of this Order is a misdemeanor punishable 
by imprisonment, fine or both under California Health and Safety Code Section 
120295 et seq. Further, pursuant to Sections 26602 and 41601 of the California 
Government Code and Section 101029 of the California Health and Safety Code, the 
Health Officer requests that the Sheriff and Chiefs of Police in all cities, and 
lifeguards located in the Los Angeles County Public Health Jurisdiction ensure 
compliance with this Order. 

IT IS SO ORDERED: 

avis, M.D., M.P.H. 
Officer, County of Los Angeles 
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