
• 
Meeting of the Plymouth Township Historic District Commission 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. 

Next Meeting date February 23, 2023 

1) CALL TO ORDER
a} Roll Call

2) APPROVAL OF THE October 27, 2022 CONSENT AGENDA

3) ENACTMENT OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 

a) Approval of the June 23, 2022 Meeting Minutes

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

NEW BUSINESS 

a) Update from Township Supervisor Kurt Heise

b) Vote to approve 2023 HOC Meeting Dates
February 23, 2023
April 27, 2023
June 22, 2023
August 24, 2023
October 26, 2023
December ? - we need to select a date for 2023

c) Search for an Architect Member for the HOC

d) The Elks Project - Dennis Cebu/ski

OLD BUSINESS 

a) Shearer Cemetery- Wendy Harless

1. We read and tried to transcribe the stones. See attachment.
2. We need a new clean update and a date.
3. Duane Quates and Stacy Tchorzynski from the DNR say that they are

still downloading and reviewing the data from their March visit. They
will send us dates to return this fall and do more ground scanning
with the ground penetrating radar

The public Is invited and encouraged to attend all meetings of the Historic District Commission of the 
Charter Township of Plymouth 



b} Updates on our 2020 home inventory-Wendy Harless

• 
1. Was anyone able to take photos of buildings we did not previously

have in our inventory?
cJ Triangle Park marker -Wendy Harless 

1. I sent the Supervisor our recommendation for a location
2. Discussion of latest draft of text (see attachment)
3. Updates

d) Info/update on 49000 N. Territorial Rd.
e) Fall Colors was October 9, 2022
f) The tombstone of Ellen and Honora Nelligan

g) Any new Plymouth Historic facts for the Township Newsletter?

8) ADJOURNMENT

The public is invited and encouraged to attend all meetings of the Historic District Commission of the 
Charter Township of Plymouth 
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Historic District Commission 
Thursday, June 23, 2022 - 7 :00 p.m. 

Proposed Minutes 

Next Meeting date August 25, 2022 

1) CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 P.M.

a) Roll Call
PRESENT:

ONLINE: 

Colleen Azimi 
Wendy Harless 
Jack Dempsey 
Carol Souchock 

Zach Funk 
Sybil Hunter 
Ben Eikey 

ALSO PRESENT: Nani Wolf, Township Planner 
Denisa Terrell, Recording Secretary 

2) APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 23, 2022 CONSENT AGENDA

Moved by C. Azimi and supported by S. Hunter to approve the agenda for the regular meeting of 
June 23, 2022, with the addition of the Courthouse Grille under old business. 
Ayes all. 

3) ENACTMENT OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

a) Approval of the April 28, 2022 Meeting Minutes
Moved by J. Dempsey and supported by C. Azimi to approve the minutes as amended of the 
regular meeting of April 28, 2022. 
Ayes all. 

4) BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

• W. Harless Inquired if it is possible to confirm if the Peacock House sold.

• J. Dempsey added comments as a matter of record due to his last meeting on the
Historic District Commission (HDC). He indicated Plymouth Township is filled with
history as there were those that did not believe that the Historic District Commission
would not serve as a greater purpose for the Plymouth Township. He emphasized that
Phoenix Mill is an example of history and because of the Commissions' existence it
continues as a viable entity that benefits Plymouth Township. J. Dempsey also
emphasized the state historic tax credit was reinstated in 2020 and he encouraged the
Commission to get the word out to the residence of Plymouth Township that applications



• . 

for the tax credit are now being accepted. The gravity of the commission adds to the 
value of life to the Township. He also encouraged incoming B. Eikey and all Commission 
members to continue the good work. 

• W. Harless thanked J. Dempsey on behalf of the Commission for the four years of
service and emphasized his role in creating the ordinance that provided the origin to
create the Historic District Commission. He will be missed.

5) PUBLIC COMMENTS

Nell Burk inquired about access to the York Street Cemetery. W. Harless provided history and 
advised to reach out to the City of Plymouth for the keys. 

6) NEW BUSINESS

a) Welcome our new HD Commissioner-Ben Eikey
B. Eikey was sworn in by Clerk Vorva. He indicated is excited to be a part of the Historic
District Commission. Commissioner Eikey will not be voting at tonight's meeting as the August
meeting will be his first official meeting.

7) OLD BUSINESS

a) Shearer Cemetery - Wendy Harless

1. Clean up from April 30th

The clean up took place on April 30th
• There were student volunteers. The next clean up date 

will be scheduled at the August meeting. 

2. Reading and documenting the head stones June 18th

The reading and documenting headstone dates will also be scheduled at the August meeting. 

3. Updates to the map

There was discussion on the continued updating of the cemetery maps, notating where 
individuals are buried. It was also suggested that signage could be placed where individuals have 
been moved along with rare flowers. 

4. We need another clean-up date

The Commission will determine the next clean up date in a future meeting. 

b) Updates on our 2020 home inventory- Wendy Harless
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1. Was anyone able to take photos of buildings we did not previously
have in our inventory?

C. Azimi identified a property on E. Ann Arbor Trail believed to be more than 50 years old. W.
Harless will drive by the house on Beck north of Powell to capture a photo. Commissioner Azimi
will capture a photo of the home at the corner of Joy and Beck.

Wendy still working to add all the homes from George Robinson Subdivision 

J. Dempsey indicated to consider commercial buildings in the Township. An example of
commercial structure is a furniture restoration business which is older than 50 years as well as
the Durr Building.

2. Are we missing anything else?

c) Triangle Park marker - Wendy Harless

1. Ideas for location

There was discussion on placement of the park marker. 
Moved by Z. Funk and support by S. Hunter to recommend placement of the historical marker at 
Triangle Park in the triangle that is in the south-central triangle area of the park along Ann Arbor 
Trail. 
All Ayes of those present. 
Motion Passed 

Moved by C. Azimi and supported by Z. Funk to recommend placement of the Gazebo in the 
triangle of the north section of Triangle Park north of the historical marker. 

2. Discussion of new info from Underground Railroad and Native
American history.

3. Text for Marker

The Commission reviewed proposed text of the Native American Trail. It was determined to get 
permission to use images and text on the marker. 

d) Info/update on 49000 N. Territorial Rd.

W. Harless and S. Hunter will go out to look at the building to determine the age of the structure.
They will also reference other material to determine if the underground railroad stop existed in
location.



e) Any new Plymouth Historic facts for the Township Newsletter?

There were no new facts for the Township newsletter. 

f) Status of the Pursell Property

J. Dempsey gave an overview of the HCD part in acknowledging the Purcell property belonged
to the longest serving congressman from Plymouth Township. The developer also agreed to give
money to be used by the HCD.

g) Status of Court House Grille

Ms. Wolf advised the project is moving forward. J. Dempsey shared the original farm house still 
exist on the site and should be preserved. The current developer has not made that commitment 
to preserve and move the structure. There was also discussion on obtaining 360 video if 
placement does not take place, to preserve the history. B. Eikey suggested possibly placing the 
video on You Tube if it can't be placed on the HDC' s website. 

8) ADJOURNMENT

Moved by J. Dempsey and supported by C. Azimi to adjourn the meeting of the Historic District 
Commission at 9:16 p.m. 

Ayes all. 

Wendy Harless, Chair 



List of Tombstones at Shearer 

1. Elizabeth Hathaway

Has the carving of a willow tree at the top

Inscription:

Elizabeth Hathaway

Wife of

James Purdy

Born

in Morris Town

New Jersy

Feb 6, 1789

Died

Oct 18, 1840

Blessed are the dead who die in the lord.

She was moved to Riverside 

2. Mary J. Sayrs

Unidentifiable carving on the top

MARYJ

Daughter of

J & S SAYRS

DIED

May 4, 1848

Aged 1 YR. 5 mo.

20 days

We think it is marble. 

Moved to Riverside 

Darrin Silvester's class unearthed this 

tombstone, then it was stolen. 

Darrin recovered the stone and put it 

back in this place, as closed to where he 

remembered in being. 



3. CELESTIA

Daughter of

W.&L. BLACKMAR

Died

June 16, 1851.

AGED

7Vrs. &2 Ms

She was moved to Riverside. 

Her headstone is missing 

from Riverside. 

4. In Memory of

WILLIAM BLACKMAR

DIED

March 17, 1862

Age 55 yrs. 8 mo.

& 12 ds.

He was moved to Riverside. 



5. MARTHA

WIFE OF

MARTIN LEE

DIED

March 12, 1879

AGED

69 Years 8 mos. & 5 ds.

Illegible carving at the bottom.

Photos on FindAGrave.com

show this tombstone lying

down. It is currently standing up.

The 1875 map shows she had

property in her name.

She was moved to Riverside.

This is where Darrin Silvester's

Class found it.

6. M.L.L.

Small rectangle of marble.



7. Jeremiah Angell

Died

Sept 231846

Aged 65 yrs.

Weeping Willow 

Carving at the top. 

We think this one is marble. 

This is where Darrin Silvester's 

Class found it. 

8. "Ypsilanti Stone"

This appears to be the

bottom of a stone. It has

"YPSILANTI" in all caps on

one side with possibly a name

"FIELDS" possibly. It has a long

horizontal line across the stone.

It is marble. 



9. DANIEL MYERS

DIED

May 4, 1866

AGED

SO yrs. 4 ms. & 20 d's

Ornate carving at the bottom.

This head stone is 2 sided with the

name of Alfred Prtty (correct sp.)

on the back

10. The back of Daniel Myers' stone

ALFRED PRID

DIED JUNE 9, 1896

AGE 25 YEARS

His parents spelled it "PREID"



11. Covered in poison ivy.

We will try to read it in the winter.

This is possibly the stone of

Hiram Jarome Tibbits.

12. MILES LYONS

Died

Aug 261839

He sleeps in Jesus 

Wipe the falling tear 

He lives in glory 

Strive to meet him there 

This stone is where Darrin 

Silvester's class found it. 



13. FindAGrave.com lists

Fram:es A Baker as buried in

Shearer with a pie of a tombstone

we did not find. This might be

the one behind the tree

with "Plimouth" on it.

14. Eldred Family

Nancy Eldred

Ezekiel Eldred

Mary Jane Eldred

We need to go back after a frost and get the epitaphs from these stones. More research

needs to be done.

These tombstones were found in Old Village, given to Darrin and he put them in Shearer.

We are not sure that they are actually buried here. They are not buried in Riverside. They

are not listed in any Plymouth Cemeteries. There are other people named Eldred in

Riverside, but not these people.



Proposed heritage sign for new triangle park 
Ann Arbor Trail at Beck 

Title 

We need a new title 

Indigenous people lived here well before Europeans arrived on the Great 
Lakes. Their footpaths became many of the roads we use today, including 
Ridge, Joy and Ann Arbor Trail. Multiple documents reference the 
importance of two major footpaths intersecting in what would become 
Plymouth. This geographical area is part of the "1807 Treaty with Ottawa, 
Etc." which compensated indigenous people to relocate elsewhere, including 
to two land tracts along Tonquish Creek - a Rouge River tributary named 
after a Potawatomi Chief. The tribes that signed this treaty included the 
Chippewa, Ottawa, Wendat and Potawatomi. 

Early European-ancestry peoples came from the east, bringing their rural 
farming traditions to the area, building farms and homesteads. This heritage 
is spread around the Township today but in small doses, after the 
suburbanization that came to the area in the post-World War II era. Nearby 
Township Park was fashioned from the Allen farm. The Greek Revival 
farmhouse was moved from the park, saved and stand today as a private 
residence. 

IMAGES: Can we get permission to use one of the historic images that exist online 
of the Native people in their traditional dress? We have a hi-res file of the Allen 
Farm from the 1876 Atlas of Wayne County. We need to give credit to the 
Plymouth Historical Museum. 

(On side two, no title is needed as per the Daisy design shown above). 



The Township of Plymouth was formed in 1827, encompassing 72 square miles of 
forest, stream, and field. South Plymouth residents formed their own Township in 
1834, naming it Canton. This reduced Plymouth to half its original size. The 
village of Plymouth was incorporated in 1867 by an act of the Legislature. In 1898, 
by a vote of 40 to 30, the northern residents of the Township also decided to split 
off to form their own community. Today this area is known as Northville. 
Nineteenth century travel difficulties were a key rationale for bringing local 
government closer to the people it served. 

By late 1825, several settlers had cleared portions of the heavily timbered land, 
raised cabins, erected barns, and planted crops. During the Spring in 1826, 
residents began to cut roads as more came to the township seeking a homestead. 
John Tibbits was one of the first settlers, and it was on his property that the first 
Township meeting convened in 1827. The barn in which everyone met that day 
still stands on North Territorial Rd. 

Image [farms]: Tibbits barn on N. Territorial (need better picture) We could use 
the one from 1980s in our brochure. 

Glacial forces created a rich soil in this area that aided agricultural activity. 
Farming expanded early on in the 19th century. Cultivation of orchards 
produced fruit to subsist life. Vestiges of early farms abound, including 
houses on major roads where families gathered together for local 
celebrations with their neighbors. 

In 1902, Norman and Cornelia Miller purchased 1, 100 acres in Plymouth 
Township near this marker and farmed the land until his passing in 1958. In 
1968, the remaining family members sold 40 acres of their farm to the 
Plymouth-Canton School District with the stipulation that the 10 acres of 
unfarmed forest located just west of here on Powell Rd. be preserved, for 
education and recreation. 

Today Miller Woods is a nature preserve that shows how the forest looked 
before the European settlers arrived to farm the land, clear cutting the forest. 
Many of the trees are over 350 years old. It is an example of "late 
successional" forest and can be enjoyed year round. The Friends of Miller 
Woods hold many tours and educational programs throughout the year. 

Side Two 

2 



First image [ 1-room schoolhouses]: 

(need one closer than Geer). Maybe the museum has a photo of a long 
demolished school house from Plymouth Township? 

Text: 

Michigan's early constitutions provided for public instruction in schools for each 
local district at least three months every year. Children of several generations 
received their education in one-room structures, such as Geer School west of here. 
In 1914, the State's Department of Public Instruction specified standards for rural 
school construction. Several existed at Beck and N. Territorial roads. 

image [Plymouth Plank Road]: 

Text: 

A law to incorporate the Detroit, Plymouth and Ann Arbor turnpike ( or timber road 
company) was enacted on March 22, 1837, "for the purpose of constructing a 
turnpike or timbered road from the city of Detroit, in the county of Wayne, to the 
village of Ann Arbor, in the county of Washtenaw." This was "the first plank road 
in Michigan, and indeed, in the United States." 

Third image [Gunsolly mills] (pictures from our brochure?): 

Text: 

Roads originally were crude but provided better access to mills. A mill used water 
power from a stream to grind ("mill") grain to produce t1our for baking and 
cooking or corn for meal. Abraham Markham claimed to have erected the first mill 
in the Township in 1826. Nearby mills include: Phoenix Mill; Wilcox Mill; Luther 
Lincoln's Lumber mill, Gunsolly; and Meads. 
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Fourth image [Trillium, Yellow Poopy, Toad Lily]: 

Text: 

The rolling meadow here is home to many wildflowers, such as clover, violets, 
daisies, Trillium, the Yellow Poppy (native to Michigan), Blood Root and Trout 
Lily. Their blossoms provide butterflies, pollinators, and songbirds with the food 
required for them to live. A meadow is critical to the health of plants in the 
surrounding area. 
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