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CALL TO ORDER AT ___________________P.M. 
 
 

A. ROLL CALL:  Kurt Heise_____, Mark Clinton_____, Chuck Curmi _____, 
Bob Doroshewitz ____, Jerry Vorva ___, Jack Dempsey____,       
Gary Heitman _____ 

                                            
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
 

D. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  
 

D.1 Approval of Minutes: 
Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

 
D.2  Acceptance of Communications, Resolutions, Reports 
 N/A 
  
D.3     Approval of Township Bills: 

 

FUND ACCT ALREADY 
PAID 

TO BE PAID TOTAL: 

 
General Fund 

 
101 

 
$2,382,877.42 

 
$117,485.96 

 
$2,500,363.38 

Solid Waste 
Fund 

 
226 

 
3,399.52 

 
307.88 

 
3,707.40 

Improvement 
Revolving 
(Capital) 

 
 

246 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 

Drug 
Forfeiture 
Fund 

 
 

265 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

21,681.30 

 
 

21,681.30 

Drug 
Forfeiture 
State 

 
 

266 

 
 

331.66 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

331.66 

Drug 
Forfeiture IRS 

 
267 

 
0.00 0.00 

 
0.00 
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Golf Course 
Fund 

 
510 

 
$70,421.10 

 
$96.09 

 
$70,517.19 

Senior 
Transportation 

 
588 

 
3,075.84 

 
153.64 

 
3,229.48 

Water/Sewer 
Fund 

 
592 

 
58,738.10 

 
34,409.99 

 
93,148.09 

Trust  and 
Agency 

 
701 

 
6,899.39 

 
0.00 

 
6,899.39 

Police Bond 
Fund 

 
702 

 
1,950.00 

 
0.00 

 
1,950.00 

Tax Pool 703 2,274.73 0.00 2,274.73 

Special 
Assessment 
Capital 

 
 

805 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

3,670.75 

 
 

3,670.75 

 
TOTALS: 

 
 

 
$2,707,773.37 

 
$2,529,967.76 

 
$177,805.61 

 
E. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS  (Limited to 3 minutes) 

 
F. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Public Hearing on Fence Ordinance Text Amendments, Clerk Jerry Vorva 

 
2. Fence Ordinance Text Amendments, Resolution #2019-04-09-40, Planning 

Director Laura Haw 
 

3. Historic District Ordinance, First Reading, Resolution #2019-04-09-41, 
Trustee Jack Dempsey and Planning Director Laura Haw 
 

4. Presentation by Public Safety Committee, Citizens Advisory Council 
 

5.  Legal Opinion regarding GFL Recycling Fee Request – Attorney Kevin Bennett 
 

6.  Approval of Solid Waste Budget for 2019, Resolution #04-09-42, Finance  
Director Cindy Kushner  
 

7.  Update on 2019 Sidewalk Projects – Township Engineer Dave Richmond 
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G. SUPERVISOR AND TRUSTEE COMMENTS  
 
H. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS (Limited to 3 Minutes) 
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
  
PLEASE TAKE NOTE:  The Charter Township of Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at all Township Meetings, to individuals with 
disabilities at the Meetings/Hearings upon two weeks’ notice to the Charter Township of Plymouth by writing or calling the 
following: Human Resource Office, 9955 N Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI  48170. Phone number (734) 354-3202 TDD units: 1-800-
649-3777 (Michigan Relay Services) 
 
 

The Public Is Invited and Encouraged To Attend All Meetings of 
the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Plymouth. 
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PROPOSED MINUTES  
 

1 

 

Supervisor Heise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kurt Heise, Supervisor 
    Mark Clinton, Treasurer 

Charles Curmi, Trustee 
    Robert Doroshewitz, Trustee 
    Gary Heitman, Trustee 
    Jerry Vorva, Clerk 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Jack Dempsey, Trustee, Excused 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Patrick Fellrath, Director of Public Service 

Dan Phillips, Fire Chief 
    Thomas Tiderington, Police Chief 
    Kevin Bennett, Township Attorney 
    David Richmond, PE, Spalding DeDecker 
    Laura Haw, AICP, NCI, Planning Director 
    Sandra Groth, Deputy Clerk 
    Alice Geletzke, Recording Secretary 

22 Members of the Public 
    
   
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Treasurer Mark Clinton 
 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 
 

Moved by Clerk Vorva and seconded by Trustee Heitman to approve the agenda for 
the Board of Trustees regular meeting of March 26, 2019.  Ayes all. 

 
D. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  
 

D.1 Approval of Minutes: 
Regular Meeting – Tuesday, March 12, 2019 
 

D.2  Acceptance of Communications, Resolutions, Reports 
 Building Department Monthly Report – February, 2019 
 Fire Department Monthly Report – February, 2019 
 Fire Department Annual Report – 2018 
 Planning Department Monthly Report – February, 2019 
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 Police Department Monthly Report – February, 2019 
 FOIA Report – Clerk’s Office – February, 2019 
 FOIA Report – Police Department – February, 2019 
 
D.3     Approval of Township Bills: 

FUND ACCT ALREADY 
PAID 

TO BE PAID TOTAL: 

 
General Fund 

 
101 

 
$375,218.41 

 
$84,661.23 

 
$459,879.64 

Solid Waste 
Fund 

 
226 

 
2,512.71 

 
102,672.27 

 
105,184.98 

Improvement 
Revolving 
(Capital) 

 
 

246 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 
 

Drug 
Forfeiture 
Fund 

 
 

265 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 

Drug 
Forfeiture 
State 

 
 

266 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

0.00 

Drug 
Forfeiture IRS 

 
267 

 
0.00 0.00 

 
0.00 

Golf Course 
Fund 

 
510 

 
2,276.37 

 
0.00 

 
2,276.32 

Senior 
Transportation 

 
588 

 
3,553.34 

 
12.84 

 
3,566.18 

Water/Sewer 
Fund 

 
592 

 
207,561.24 

 
10,542.90 

 
218,104.14 

Trust  and 
Agency 

 
701 

 
135,401.50 

 
0.00 

 
135,401.50 

Police Bond 
Fund 

 
702 

 
7,554.00 

 
0.00 

 
7,554.00 

Tax Pool 703 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Special 
Assessment 
Capital 

 
 

805 

 
 

38.01 

 
 

0.00 

 
 

38.01 

 
TOTALS: 

 
 

 

$734,115.53 

 

$197,889.24 

 

$932,004.77 
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Moved by Trustee Heitman and seconded by Clerk Vorva to approve the consent 
agenda for the Board of Trustees regular meeting of March 26, 2019.  Ayes all. 

 
E. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS  (Limited to 3 minutes) – There 
were none. 
 
F. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Copies of Resolutions and attachments referred to below are 
available in the Clerk’s office for public perusal. 

 
1. Public Hearing on Industrial Development District for Schoolcraft Business Park, 

Clerk Jerry Vorva and Planning Director Laura Haw  
 
Moved by Trustee Heitman and seconded by Clerk Vorva to open the public hearing at 
7:03 p.m.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 
 
Planning Director Laura Haw explained the creation of Industrial Development Districts 
offer businesses an opportunity for future tax abatement and serve as an incentive to 
new and existing businesses to build new facilities or expand and improve their 
facilities.  There are a number of IDD’s currently existing in the Township.  This 
proposed IDD is located on the southeast corner of Schoolcraft and Haggerty Roads, 
just over 30 acres in size.   
 
Board members discussed various aspects of Industrial Development Districts. 
 
A resident of Lake Pointe commented on the potential increase in the traffic problem in 
the area with any expansion and had questions about the possibility of disturbing 
wetlands and the process for development of the property.  She expressed her 
objections to expansion in one of the few remaining wooded areas. 
 
Susan Bondie noted that it’s not a very attractive entrance to the township, and felt 
that should be taken into consideration when developed.  She also commented on the 
heavy traffic on Haggerty Road. 
 
There being no further public comment, it was moved by Trustee Heitman and 
seconded by Clerk Vorva to close the public hearing at 7:23 p.m.  Ayes all on a roll call 
vote. 
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2. Approval of Industrial Development District (IDD) for Schoolcraft Business Park, 
Resolution #2019-03-26-33, Clerk Jerry Vorva and Township Supervisor Kurt 
Heise 

 
Moved by Trustee Curmi and seconded by Trustee Heitman to approve Resolution 
#2019-03-26-33, authorizing the establishment of an Industrial Development 
District encompassing three parcels of property on Schoolcraft Road at Haggerty, to be 
known as the Schoolcraft Business Park Industrial Development District as defined on 
the attached resolution documents.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 
 

3. Township Park Facility Use Agreement, Resolution #2019-03-26-34, 
Supervisor Kurt Heise 
 

Supervisor Heise noted that the 2-year, 3-way contract would determine the use of the 
baseball diamonds at Township Park and provide community benefits for the 
Township. 
 
Moved by Trustee Heitman and seconded by Clerk Vorva to approve the Facility Use 
Agreement with Plymouth-Canton Little League and Greater Canton Youth Baseball and 
Softball Association for use of baseball diamonds at Township Park, and authorize the 
Supervisor and Clerk to sign same, Resolution #2019-03-26-34 (agreement is 
resolution).  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 

 
4. Cathodic Protection System, Resolution #2019-03-26-35, Director of Public 

Services Patrick Fellrath 
 
Director Fellrath and David Richmond of Spalding DeDecker gave background on the 
quotes received for the prevention of corrosion on the interior of the water storage 
facility on 5 Mile Road. 
 
Moved by Trustee Curmi and seconded by Clerk Vorva to approve Resolution 
#2019-03-26-35 to approve the award of the 5 Mile Tank Cathodic Protection 
Installation to Seven Brothers Painting Inc. in the amount of $35, 115.00.  Ayes all on 
a roll call vote. 
 

5. Ratification of Collective Bargaining Agreement with TPOAM (Technical, 
Professional and Office Workers Association), Resolution #2019-03-26-36, 
Supervisor Kurt Heise 
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Supervisor Heise indicated the 4-year contract provides a 2.5% increase each year, 
and includes some policy adjustments. 
 
Moved by Trustee Heitman and seconded by Clerk Vorva that the Board of Trustees 
approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Technical, Professional and 
Office Workers Association of Michigan for a term beginning January 1, 2019 and 
ending December 31, 2022, and authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign same.  
Resolution #2019-03-26-36.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 
 

6. Ratification of Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Teamsters State, 
County, and Municipal Workers Local 214 Affiliated with the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters (DPW Employees), Resolution #2019-03-26-37, 
Supervisor Kurt Heise 

 
Supervisor Heise noted that this 4-year contract with the DPW also provides for a 2.5% 
increase. 
 
Moved by Trustee Heitman and seconded by Clerk Vorva that the Board of Trustees 
approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Teamsters State, County and 
Municipal Workers Local 214 affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
for a term beginning January 1, 2019 and ending December 31, 2022, and authorize 
the Supervisor and Clerk to sign same.  Resolution #2019-03-26-37.  Ayes all on a 
roll call vote. 
 

7. Ratification of Collective Bargaining Agreement with the POAM (Police Officers 
Association of Michigan), Resolution #2019-03-26-38, Supervisor Kurt Heise 
and Police Chief Tom Tiderington 

 
Supervisor Heise said the 5-year contract provides for 2.5% increases for the first 
three years and 3% increases for the last two years.   
 
Moved by Clerk Vorva and seconded by Trustee Heitman that the Board of Trustees 
approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Police Officers Association of 
Michigan (police officers) for a term beginning January 1, 2019 and ending December 
31, 2023, and authorize the supervisor and Clerk to sign same.  Resolution #2019-
03-26-38.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 
 
8. Ratification of Collective Bargaining Agreement with the COAM (Command 
Officers Association of Michigan), Resolution #2019-03-26-39, Supervisor Kurt 
Heise and Police Chief Tom Tiderington 
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This contract covers five police sergeants. 
 
Moved by Trustee Heitman and seconded by Clerk Vorva that the Board of Trustees 
approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Command Officers Association 
of Michigan for a term beginning January 1, 2019 and ending December 31, 2023, and 
authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign same.  Resolution #2019-03-26-39.  
Ayes all on a roll call vote. 
 
Police Chief Tiderington thanked the Board for their professional attitude toward 
negotiations and their valuing of employees and the services they provide. 
 
It was noted that negotiations for the Fire Department are beginning with their 
contract expiring at the end of March, and the Dispatchers contract expires at the end 
of this year. 
 
G. SUPERVISOR AND TRUSTEE COMMENTS  
 
Trustee Heitman said he is pleased that General Drive is moving ahead, with more 
than 50% of signatures. 
 
Clerk Vorva commented on $500,000 grant received through State Representative Jeff 
Noble for the project. 
 
Trustee Curmi and Supervisor Heise discussed possible events in conjunction with the 
Rouge Rescue.  Trustee Curmi also asked that findings of the golf course committee be 
given to the new operators and to begin working on changing the entrance. 
 
It was also noted that there would not be a study session on April 2. 
 
H. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS (Limited to 3 Minutes) – There 
was none. 
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Trustee Heitman and seconded by Clerk Vorva to adjourn the meeting at 
7:53 p.m.  Ayes all. 
 
____________________________ 
Jerry Vorva, Township Clerk  
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Notice of Public Hearing  

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH, MI 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 
 
 
APPLICATION NO.:  2324-1118 
 
APPLICATION: Text Amendment to the Charter Township of Plymouth Zoning Ordinance No. 99 

by Amending Article VI: R-1-E, R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1, One Family Residential 
Districts, section 6.4: Development Requirements 

 

PROPOSED ACTION: Consideration and Recommendation of a Text Amendment to Article VI: R-1-E, 
R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1, One Family Residential Districts, section 6.4: Development 
Requirements of the Zoning Ordinance No. 99 

 

DATE OF HEARING: Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
 
TIME OF HEARING: 7:00 P.M. 
 
PLACE OF HEARING: Plymouth Township Hall, Town Hall Meeting Room,  9955 N. Haggerty Road, 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Plymouth is 
considering a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, No. 99, to Article VI: R-1-E, R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1, 
One Family Residential Districts, section 6.4: Development Requirements, as related to fence standards, 
at a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees. This includes consideration of an increase to the maximum 
height of protective and security fencing, material standards, definitions, maintenance, appearance of 
fences and the like.  
 
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that persons interested may attend the public hearing and/or send 
correspondence regarding the application to Plymouth Township Hall, to the attention of Clerk Jerry 
Vorva. Pertinent information relative to the application is on file at Plymouth Township Clerk’s Office and 
may be viewed during regular business hours from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.   
 
The Charter Township of Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to 
individuals with disabilities at the public hearing upon one weeks advance notice by writing or calling the 
Supervisor’s Office, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI 48170; (734) 354-3201. 
 

Jerry Vorva, Clerk 
Charter Township of Plymouth 
 
Publish by: March 14 2019 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

REQUEST FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION 
 

 

 

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2019  
 

 
ITEM:  Public Hearing on Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance No. 99, Article VI (Single Family 
Residential Fences) 
Resolution Number: 2019-04-09-40 
 

 
PRESENTER:  Ms. Laura Haw, AICP, NCI, Planning Director 
  Mr. Kevin Bennett, Township Attorney 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Plymouth Township’s existing fence standards are located in Article VI: R-1-E, R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1 One 

Family Residential Districts, section 6.4 Development Requirements. Section 6.4(f), with track changes 
for the proposed amendments, is enclosed for your consideration.  Text shown with red strikethrough is 
proposed to be removed while new text is shown in red underline. 
 
Fence standards were originally identified for review by the Zoning Board 
of Appeals (ZBA) in 2018, due to the number of variance requests that are 
made with the Township for an increase in residential fence height from 
four (4) feet to six (6) feet. In the past five years, 29 of such variance 
requests have been made, and from our understanding, all but one 
approved as presented. Continual variance requests, with no denial, are a 
signal that the community’s ordinance is no longer performing properly and 

warrants a review. Table A to the right details the number of variances 
cases in recent years. There are also a number of pending variance 
applications received this spring by the Building Department which are 
currently on hold while the text amendment is being considered. 
 
Throughout the second part of 2018, the Planning Commission discussed the benefits and challenges 
associated with fence heights and current ordinance provisions. As part of the review process, the 
Commission completed an analysis of Plymouth Township’s residential fence ordinance requirements, 

surrounding municipalities’ fence ordinances (i.e. Plymouth, Livonia, Canton, Northville Township, Royal 
Oak and Berkley), fence regulations set by Cluster Housing Option (CHO) and Residential Unit 
Development (RUD) agreements, and best practice standards as recommended by the American 
Planning Association (APA).   
 
It is important to note that while Zoning Ordinance No. 99 regulates fences community-wide, many 
Cluster Housing Option developments and Residential Unit Development neighborhoods carry additional 
regulations and covenants that govern fences. Within the Township are a total of 16 existing Cluster 
Housing Options and 17 existing Residential Unit Developments, all which carry additional restrictions / 
standards on fencing, most of which require written approval form the governing association or 
architectural committee. The result of such civil contracts is that changes to the Township-wide fence 
ordinance will not apply to some neighborhoods at all as more restrictive covenants will control.  

Table A: Single Family 
Residential Variance Requests 

Year 
Number of 

Applications 

2014 1 

2015 8 

2016 0 

2017 6 

2018 14 
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Proposed Text Amendment:  

The proposed text amendment was further discussed at the March 5, 2019 Board of Trustees meeting. 
Key changes of the enclosed draft text amendment to section 6.4 of Zoning Ordinance No. 99 include: 

1. Allowance of security fencing, up to six (6) feet in height, in the side and rear yards only, with 
exceptions to be permitted by the Building Department for enclosure of side exterior doors (see 
Figure A);  

2. Limitation of chain link 
fencing to four (4) feet in 
height and only when 
powder coated in a muted, 
neutral color; 

3. Provision for the Building 
Department to evaluate 
fencing requirements on 
corner lots;  

4. Provision to require fencing 
to be located at least one 
foot from any sidewalk; and 

5. New provisions regarding 
fence maintenance, clear 
vision triangle, process for 
the appeal of a decision by 
the Building Department, and 
general appearance were added in sub-section 6.   

 
RECOMENDATION:  
To hold the second public hearing and adopt, by resolution, the proposed text amendment to Zoning 
Ordinance No. 99, Article VI, section 6.4 (Single Family Residential Fences), as recommended by the 
Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and Building Department.  
 
 
Enclosed:  Draft Article VI, section 6.4 of Zoning Ordinance No.99  
 

 
Motion by ____________________ to open Public Hearing at: ___________PM. 
Supported By: _____________________________ 
 
Motion by _____________________ to close Public Hearing at: ______PM.  
Supported By: ___________________________ 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED AT: _____ PM. 
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ARTICLE VI 

R-1-E, R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1  

ONE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

 

SEC. 6.4 DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS   

All principal permitted uses, special land uses, and uses requiring approval of the Zoning Board 
of Appeals shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, including but 
not limited to the following: 

 (f) Fences.  In all Single Family Residential Districts it shall be unlawful for any 
person to build, repair or relocate a fence without first having secured a Building 
and/or Zoning Compliance permit from the Department of Building and Code 
Enforcement. In all Single Family Residential Districts the following shall apply 
in regards to fencing: 

1) Protective or Security Fencing: Protective or security fencing shall be 
considered a structure enclosing a piece of land or separating contiguous 
lands either in whole or in part serving the purpose of preventing intrusion 
onto or across a lot of record or any parcel or tract of unplatted land from 
without or straying from within. The following shall govern the height, 
location and placement of protective or security fencing:  

a) Maximum Height:  The maximum height of a protective or 
security fence shall be four (4) six (6) feet, unless otherwise 
provided for in this Article, or required by the Planning 
Commission as part of special land use and/or site plan approval.  

b) Material:  Fences shall not be constructed of old or used material 
unless such material shall be reasonably sound in the judgment of 
the Department of Building and Code Enforcement. Fences shall 
not be made of or contain barbed wire, electric current or charges 
of electricity or sharp or pointed projections of any kind; provided 
if such fence is constructed of pickets, the pickets shall be made of 
not less than one (1) inch by three (3) inch material and shall have 
an angle at the top of not less than ninety (90) degrees. The fence 
shall comply with the requirements of applicable requirements of 
the State Construction Code enforced by the Township.  Cyclone 
fencing or cyclone fencing with plastic or other types of strips 
intertwined or otherwise attached to the fence shall be prohibited. 
Chain link fencing, as defined in this Ordinance as a type of 
woven fence typically constructed from galvanized or coated 
steel wire (and may also be referred to as chain-wire fence, 

  SEC. 6.4  DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS  
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cyclone fence, or hurricane fence) shall only be permitted at four 
(4) feet in height and when powder coated in a muted, natural color 
and shall not contain plastic or other types of strips intertwined or 
otherwise attached to the fence.   

c) Placement:  

1. Interior Lots:  Fencing may be placed along the lot lines, 
provided no six-foot fence shall be built closer to the street 
than the established front building midpoint of the principal 
building line along said street or in front of the building 
closest to the street on the fenced premise1. In the case of 
two different midpoints on a building, the midpoint furthest 
setback from the street shall control. All fencing closer to 
the street than the established midpoint line of the principal 
building shall be a maximum of four (4) feet in height but 
in no case shall extend beyond the front building line. 

a. Exception:  Where a lot backs or sides to a major 
thoroughfare with an ultimate right-of-way of one 
hundred twenty (120) feet. 

 
The fence may be located within three (3) feet of 
the street setback line for the major thoroughfare 
without regards to the established building line for 
the thoroughfare provided that some form of 
landscaping is provided between the fence and the 
proposed sidewalk area and that said location shall 
not constitute a safety hazard for pedestrian and/or 
motor vehicles and their passengers.  

b.  Exception: A six (6) foot in height fence may 
extend beyond the midpoint to permit side entry 
doors and the like to be enclosed, by the reasonably 
sound judgment of the Department of Building and 
Code Enforcement. 

2. Corner Lots:  One street frontage shall be identified as the 
front yard. In said case the standards established under 
Section 1) Interior Lots shall apply. The designated side 
yard shall be handled in the following manner. The fence 
may run along the rear property line to a point not nearer 
than twenty (20) feet from the side street corner of the 
property. The fence may then run on an angle not less than 
forty-five (45) degrees to a point which intersects a line 

1 No fence shall be built closer to the street than the front setback line applicable to the premises pursuant to the 
Article 20, Schedule of Regulations. 
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located three (3) feet inside the side property line. When a 
visual obstruction is not present, the forty-five (45) degree 
angle standard may be waived, as determined by the 
reasonably sound judgement of the Department of Building 
and Code Enforcement. The fence may then proceed along 
said line to a point intersecting the rear building line 
extension of the residence. In all cases the type of fencing 
and landscaping proposed shall be treated in a manner 
which will not result in a safety hazard for pedestrian 
and/or motor vehicles and their passengers.  

2) Decorative Fencing:  A structure intended primarily for ornamental 
purpose.  A decorative fence shall be any fence which by definition is not 
to be considered a pool fence, tennis court fence, protective or security 
fence or a privacy screen fence.  

a) Maximum Height:  The maximum height of a decorative fence 
shall be four (4) feet.  

b) Material:  Chain link fencing shall not be considered decorative 
fencing for the purpose of this Section of the Ordinance.  

c) Placement:  Decorative fencing so located as to result in a safety 
hazard to pedestrians and/or motor vehicles and passengers shall 
not be permitted. Said fencing shall be removed within thirty (30) 
days of such determination and notification by the Department of 
Building and Code Enforcement.  No decorative fencing shall be 
located nearer than two (2) feet from a street right-of-way line.  

3) Privacy Screen Fence:  A structure intended to form a visual screen or 
windbreak for a patio or outdoor living area located in the rear yard only.  

1) Maximum Height:  The maximum height of a privacy screen fence 
shall be six (6) feet.  

2) Material:  Fences shall not be constructed of old or used material 
unless such material shall be reasonably sound in the judgment of 
the Department of Building and Code Enforcement. Fences shall 
not be made of or contain barbed wire, electric current or charges 
of electricity or sharp or pointed projections of any kind; provided 
if such fence is constructed of pickets, the pickets shall be made of 
not less than one (1) inch by three (3) inch material and shall have 
an angle at the top of not less than ninety (90) degrees.  The fence 
shall comply with the requirements of the applicable requirements 
of the State Construction Code enforced by the Township.  
Cyclone fencing or cyclone fencing with plastic or other types of 
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strips intertwined or otherwise attached to the fence Chain link 
fencing shall be prohibited.   

3) Placement:  Said structure shall be located within the rear yard 
only and shall not be located nearer than twenty (20) feet to the 
rear property line, nor shall said fencing extend beyond the 
extension of the side building line of the residence.  

4) Dog Runs and Outdoor Service Areas Fences: A structure intended to 
contain an animal permitted within a single family area or to screen an 
outdoor service area.  

a) Maximum Height: Maximum height shall be four (4) feet in side 
yards and six (6) feet in rear yards.   

b) Maximum Enclosure: Three hundred (300) square feet.  

c) Material: Fences shall not be constructed of old or used material 
unless such material shall be reasonably sound in the judgment of 
the Department of Building and Code Enforcement. Fences shall 
not be made of or contain barbed wire, electric current or charges 
of electricity or sharp or pointed projections of any kind; provided 
such fence is constructed of pickets, the pickets shall be made of 
not less than one (1) inch by three (3) inch material and shall have 
an angle at the top of not less than 90 degrees. The fence shall 
comply with the requirements of the building code. Cyclone 
fencing with plastic or other types of strips intertwined in the 
fencing shall be prohibited.  

d) Placement: Side or rear yard provided that said run shall be 
screened appropriately from any public right-of-way or adjacent 
property and shall not be closer than eight (8) feet to a side 
property line or ten (10) feet from a rear yard line.   

5) Pool Fence: See Charter Township of Plymouth Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 29, Swimming Pools.    

6) The following provisions shall apply to all fences:  
 

(a) Fence Maintenance.  
Fences shall be maintained in good condition. Rotten or broken 
components shall be replaced, repaired, or removed. If a fence is 
determined to be in need of repair by reasonably sound judgement of the 
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Department of Building and Code Enforcement, orders to complete such 
repairs may be issued.  

 
 

(b) Clear Vision.  
Fences shall be designed to provide unobstructed sight distances and 
shall comply with Section 28.25, Corner Visibility and Clear Vision 
Zones. Further, all fences must be setback a minimum of one (1) foot 
from the nearest edge of any sidewalk. 
 

(c) Appeal of a Decision.  
An applicant may appeal a decision of the Department of Building and 
Code Enforcement concerning a proposed fence to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA). 

 
(d) Appearance.   

All fences shall present a finished appearance to view from off site.  If, 
because of design or construction, one side of a fence has a more finished 
appearance than the other, the side of the fence with the more finished 
appearance shall face the exterior of the lot. High quality fences, in neutral 
colors, that are consistent with the surrounding neighborhood design, are 
encouraged.  
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2019 
 
 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
 
 
 

ITEM F.2 
FENCE ORDINANCE TEXT 

AMENDMENTS  
RESOLUTION #2019-04-09-40 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

 

 

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2019  
 

 
ITEM:  First Reading of Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance No. 99, Article VI (Single Family 
Residential Fences) 
Resolution Number: 2019-04-09-40 
 

 
PRESENTER:  Ms. Laura Haw, AICP, NCI, Planning Director 
  Mr. Kevin Bennett, Township Attorney 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Plymouth Township’s existing fence standards are located in Article VI: R-1-E, R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1 One 

Family Residential Districts, section 6.4 Development Requirements. Section 6.4(f), with track changes 
for the proposed amendments, is enclosed for your consideration.  Text shown with red strikethrough is 
proposed to be removed while new text is shown in red underline. 
 
Fence standards were originally identified for review by the Zoning Board 
of Appeals (ZBA) in 2018, due to the number of variance requests that are 
made with the Township for an increase in residential fence height from 
four (4) feet to six (6) feet. In the past five years, 29 of such variance 
requests have been made, and from our understanding, all but one 
approved as presented. Continual variance requests, with no denial, are a 
signal that the community’s ordinance is no longer performing properly and 

warrants a review. Table A to the right details the number of variances 
cases in recent years. There are also a number of pending variance 
applications received this spring by the Building Department which are 
currently on hold while the text amendment is being considered. 
 
Throughout the second part of 2018, the Planning Commission discussed the benefits and challenges 
associated with fence heights and current ordinance provisions. As part of the review process, the 
Commission completed an analysis of Plymouth Township’s residential fence ordinance requirements, 

surrounding municipalities’ fence ordinances (i.e. Plymouth, Livonia, Canton, Northville Township, Royal 
Oak and Berkley), fence regulations set by Cluster Housing Option (CHO) and Residential Unit 
Development (RUD) agreements, and best practice standards as recommended by the American 
Planning Association (APA).   
 
It is important to note that while Zoning Ordinance No. 99 regulates fences community-wide, many 
Cluster Housing Option developments and Residential Unit Development neighborhoods carry additional 
regulations and covenants that govern fences. Within the Township are a total of 16 existing Cluster 
Housing Options and 17 existing Residential Unit Developments, all which carry additional restrictions / 
standards on fencing, most of which require written approval form the governing association or 
architectural committee. The result of such civil contracts is that changes to the Township-wide fence 
ordinance will not apply to some neighborhoods at all as more restrictive covenants will control.  

Table A: Single Family 
Residential Variance Requests 

Year 
Number of 

Applications 

2014 1 

2015 8 

2016 0 

2017 6 

2018 14 
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Proposed Text Amendment:  

The proposed text amendment was further discussed at the March 5, 2019 Board of Trustees meeting. 
Key changes of the enclosed draft text amendment to section 6.4 of Zoning Ordinance No. 99 include: 

1. Allowance of security fencing, up to six (6) feet in height, in the side and rear yards only, with 
exceptions to be permitted by the Building Department for enclosure of side exterior doors (see 
Figure A);  

2. Limitation of chain link 
fencing to four (4) feet in 
height and only when 
powder coated in a muted, 
neutral color; 

3. Provision for the Building 
Department to evaluate 
fencing requirements on 
corner lots;  

4. Provision to require fencing 
to be located at least one 
foot from any sidewalk; and 

5. New provisions regarding 
fence maintenance, clear 
vision triangle, process for 
the appeal of a decision by 
the Building Department, and 
general appearance were added in sub-section 6.   

 
 
 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION:  I move to approve the first reading of the Text 
Amendment to Zoning Ordinance No. 99, Article VI (Single Family Residential Fences), 
Resolution #2019-04-09-40 and further to schedule the second reading and adoption 
to occur on April 23, 2019, at the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

TEXT AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VI 

R-1-E, R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1 ONE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, SECTION 6.4 

DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS OF THE PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP ZONING 

ORDINANCE NO. 99 

RESOLUTION #2019-04-09-40 

 

At a meeting of the Charter Township of Plymouth Board of Trustees, Wayne County, 

Michigan, held at the Township Hall located at 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan on 

April 9, 2019 at 7:00 PM, and, 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Plymouth has 

reviewed and discussed Township Zoning Ordinance No. 99 and in particular, Article VI: R-1-E, 

R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1 One Family Residential Districts, section 6.4 Development Requirements, as 

related to fences, and,  

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on this matter and reviewed 

an analysis of fence requirements in relation to surrounding municipalities and best practice 

standards as recommended by the American Planning Association (APA), and,  

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended to the Board of Trustees a text 

amendment for consideration, as related to fences, and,  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees held a study session on this matter and reviewed an 

analysis of fence requirements in relation to surrounding municipalities and best practice 

standards on March 5, 2019, and,  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees held a second public hearing on this matter on April 

9, 2019, and,  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Charter 

Township of Plymouth does hereby approve Resolution #2019-04-09-40, authorizing a text 

amendment to Article VI: R-1-E, R-1-H, R-1-S, R-1 One Family Residential Districts, section 

6.4 Development Requirements of the Plymouth Township Zoning Ordinance No. 99. 

Moved by: __________________________ Supported by: ___________________________ 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

___ Curmi,   ___ Dempsey,   ___ Doroshewitz,   ___ Heise,   ___ Heitman,   ___Vorva,   ___ 

Clinton 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2019 
 
 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
 
 
 

ITEM F.3 
HISTORIC DISTRICT ORDINANCE 

FIRST READING  
RESOLUTION #2019-04-09-41 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

 

 

 

MEETING DATE:   April 9, 2019 
 
 

 
ITEM:  First Reading of Historic District Ordinance - #1016-23 
 

  
 
PRESENTERS:   Trustee Dempsey, Planning Consultant Laura Haw 
 
 
BACKGROUND:    The Local Historic Districts Act, Act No. 169 of the Public Acts of 
1970, authorizes a “Local unit” of government – which term includes a county, city, 
village, or township (MCL 399.201a(m)) – to adopt an ordinance providing for 
approval of historic districts. Among the purposes of the statute are: benefitting 
property values; fostering civic beauty; strengthening the local economy; and 
promoting the education, pleasure, and welfare of the citizens of the local unit and of 
the state (MCL 399.202). 
 
According to the Michigan Association of Planning, historic preservation is a valuable 
economic development tool as well as yielding other positive outcomes: “Adding 
value to the place and prosperity benefits of historic preservation, it too contributes 
to building green and sustainable communities. The connection between planning 
and preservation is clear: Together they contribute to the creation of authentic and 
livable communities.” (Michigan Planner, May/June 2011 | Vol. 15, No. 3) 
 
The proposed "Historic District Ordinance of the Charter Township of Plymouth" has 
been designed to achieve all of these benefits for the people of this community, while 
maintaining the rights of property owners. The proposed ordinance enables a 
district to be created only upon application of an owner of real property within the 
proposed district. The version before the Board is based on the model ordinance 
created by the State Historic Preservation Office, conforms to and does not violate 
the state law, and has been modified to make it a voluntary process with some 
organizational improvements. 
 
The Arts, Recreation & Heritage Committee of the Citizens Advisory Council 
recommended that such an ordinance be presented to the Board for its review and 
approval. 
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The Planning Commission considered the issue at its July 25, 2018, public work 
session and heard comments regarding the benefits to property owners.  
 
Neighboring communities (Canton and Northville Townships; Cities of Ann Arbor, 
Livonia, Northville, and Plymouth) already have an historic district ordinance in 
place as part of their redevelopment tool kit. Only this Township lacks such a tool. 
 
The federal historic preservation tax credit has been in existence since 1976, 
leveraging nearly $100 billion in private funds, and “encourages private sector 
investment in the rehabilitation and re-use of historic buildings” according to the 
National Park Service. The Michigan historic preservation tax credit was eliminated 
in 2011; during the 2017-18 session, such a program was almost restored after 
approval by one house of the Legislature and near-passage by the other. In the 
current session, similar legislation (HB 4100) has been introduced by a bipartisan 
group of nine legislators, more than one of which had previously served as township 
trustees. Assuming this bill is signed into law, property owners in the Township will 
be enabled to qualify for the tax credit via the provisions of this ordinance. 
 
 
 
PROPOSED MOTION:   I move to approve the first reading of the proposed Historic District 
Ordinance # 1016-23 and further to schedule the second reading and adoption to occur on 
April 23, 2019, at the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting. 
 

 
 
Motion by____________________________________   Seconded by _______________________________________ 
 
 

Dempsey________    Curmi___________   Heise____________   Vorva____________ 
 
 

Heitman__________   Doroshewitz____________   Clinton___________ 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF WAYNE 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

 

HISTORIC DISTRICT ORDINANCE 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1016-23 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE THE PLYMOUTH HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR TITLE, SCOPE, PURPOSE AND 

INTENT; TO PROVIDE FOR DEFINITIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

ESTABLISHING, MODIFYING, OR ELIMINATING HISTORIC 

DISTRICTS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

COMMISSION; TO PROVIDE FOR COMMISSION MEETINGS, 

RECORDKEEPING, AND PROCEDURE; TO PROVIDE FOR HISTORIC 

DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE AND STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT; 

TO PROVIDE FOR PROCEDURE FOR CREATION OF HISTORIC 

DISTRICTS; TO PROVIDE FOR PERMIT APPLICATIONS; TO 

PROVIDE FOR ORDINARY MAINTENANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR 

REVIEW BY THE COMMISSION; TO PROVIDE FOR APPEAL OF 

COMMISSION DECISION; TO PROVIDE FOR REMEDIES FOR WORK 

WITHOUT A PERMIT; TO PROVIDE FOR PROTECTION FROM 

DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT; TO PROVIDE FOR EMERGENCY 

MORATORIUM; TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION; TO 

PROVIDE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS OR GRANTS; TO REPEAL 

ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 

THEREWITH; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR 

SAVINGS CLAUSE; TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLICATION; AND TO 

PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH ORDAINS: 

 

Ordinance No. 1016-23, the Historic District Ordinance, is hereby adopted to 

read as follows: 

 

SECTION I: HISTORIC DISTRICT ORDINANCE 

 
1.1. Title  
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 This Ordinance shall be known as the "Historic District Ordinance of the Charter 

Township of Plymouth".  

 

1.2. Scope, purpose and intent. 

 

 The purpose of this ordinance is to foster the preservation of historic structures and places 

within the Charter Township of Plymouth by enabling owners to voluntarily seek the creation of 

historic districts for their properties under applicable laws of the State of Michigan. The purpose 

is also to safeguard property rights by requiring approval of a proposed historic district from 

each of the property owners within the proposed historic district. 

 

 Historic preservation is hereby declared to be a public purpose and the Board of Trustees 

of the Charter Township of Plymouth may hereby regulate, in compliance with this ordinance the 

construction, addition, alteration, repair, moving, excavation, and demolition of resources in 

historic districts within the Township limits. The intent of this ordinance is to:  

 

1. Safeguard the heritage of the Charter Township of Plymouth by preserving districts 

 which reflect elements of its history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or 

 culture.  

2. Stabilize and improve property values in each district and the surrounding areas.  

3. Foster civic beauty.  

4. Strengthen the local economy.  

5. Promote the use of historic districts for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the 

 citizens of the Charter Township of Plymouth and of the State of Michigan.  

 

The Board of Trustees may by ordinance establish one or more historic districts. All historic 

districts shall be administered by the Historic District Commission pursuant to this Ordinance.  

 

1.3. Definitions. 

 

1. "Alteration" means work that changes the detail of a resource but does not change its basic 

size or shape.  

 

2. "Certificate of Appropriateness" means the written approval of a permit application for 

work that is appropriate and does not adversely affect a resource.  

 

3. "Commission" means the Historic District Commission of the Charter Township of 

Plymouth. 

 

4. “Committee” means the Commission acting as a historic district study committee under this 

Ordinance. 

 

5. "Demolition" means the razing or destruction, whether entirely or in part, of a resource and 

includes, but is not limited to, demolition by neglect.   
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6. "Demolition by Neglect" means neglect in maintaining, repairing, or securing a resource that 

results in deterioration of an exterior feature of the resource or the loss of structural integrity of 

the resource.  

 

7. "Denial" means the written rejection of a permit application for work that is inappropriate and 

that adversely affects a resource.  

 

8. “Fire Alarm System” means a system designed to detect and annunciate the presence of fire 

or by-products of fire. Fire alarm system includes smoke alarms.  

 

9. "Historic District" means an area, or group of areas, not necessarily having contiguous 

boundaries, that contains one resource or a group of resources that are related by history, 

architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture.  

 

10. "Historic Preservation" means the identification, evaluation, establishment, and protection 

of resources significant in history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture.  

 

11. "Historic Resource" means a publicly or privately owned building, structure, site, object, 

feature or open space that is significant in the history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or 

culture of the Charter Township of Plymouth, State of Michigan, or the United States.  

 

12. "Notice to Proceed" means the written permission to issue a permit for work that is 

inappropriate and that adversely affects a resource, pursuant to a finding under MCL 399.205(6).  

 

13. "Open Space" means undeveloped land, a naturally landscaped area, or a formal or man-

made landscaped area that provides a connective link or buffer between other resources. 

 

14. "Ordinary Maintenance" means keeping a resource unimpaired and in good condition 

through ongoing minor intervention, undertaken from time to time, in its exterior condition. 

Ordinary maintenance does not change the external appearance of the resource except through 

the elimination of the usual and expected effects of weathering. Ordinary maintenance does not 

constitute work for the purposes of this Ordinance.  

 

15. “Proposed Historic District” means an area, or group of areas not necessarily having 

contiguous boundaries, that has delineated boundaries and that is under review by the Historic 

District Study Committee for the purpose of making a recommendation as to whether it should 

be established as a historic district or added to an established historic district.  

 

16. "Repair" means to restore a decayed or damaged resource to good or sound condition by 

any process. A repair that changes the external appearance of a resource constitutes work for the 

purposes of this Ordinance.  

 

17. "Resource" means one or more publicly or privately owned historic or non-historic 

buildings, structures, sites, objects, features, or open spaces located within a historic district.  
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18. “Smoke Alarm” means a single-station or multiple-station alarm responsive to smoke and 

not connected to a system. As used in this subdivision, “single-station alarm” means an assembly 

incorporating a detector, the control equipment, and the alarm sounding device into a single unit, 

operated from a power supply either in the unit or obtained at the point of installation. “Multiple-

station alarm” means 2 or more single-station alarms that are capable of interconnection such 

that actuation of 1 alarm causes all integrated separate audible alarms to operate.  

 

19. "Work" means construction, addition, alteration, repair, moving, excavation, or demolition.  

 

1.4. Establishing, Modifying, or Eliminating Historic Districts. 

  

1. The Board of Trustees may at any time, upon recommendation of the Commission, establish 

by ordinance a historic district, including a proposed district previously considered and rejected, 

may modify boundaries of an existing historic district, or may eliminate an existing historic 

district. Before establishing, modifying, or eliminating a historic district, the Commission shall 

act as a historic district study committee and shall follow the procedures as provided in this 

Ordinance.  

 

2. In considering elimination of a historic district, the Commission shall follow the procedures 

set forth in Section 399.203(1)-(3) of Public Act 169 of 1970, as amended, for the issuance of a 

preliminary report, holding a public hearing, and issuing a final report but with the intent of 

showing one or more of the following:  

 

a. The historic district has lost those physical characteristics that enabled the establishment of 

 the district.  

 

b. The historic district was not significant in the way previously defined.  

 

c. The historic district was established pursuant to defective procedures. 

 

1.5. Historic District Commission. 

 

 The Historic District Commission of the Charter Township of Plymouth is hereby 

established. Each member of the Commission shall reside within the Township limits. The 

Commission shall consist of seven (7) members. Each member shall be appointed by the Board 

of Trustees. A majority of the members shall have a clearly demonstrated interest in or 

knowledge of historic preservation. Initial members shall be appointed within 6 months after the 

ordinance establishing the commission is enacted. Members shall be appointed for a term of 

three (3) years, except the initial appointments of three (3) members for a term of two (2) years 

and two (2) members for a term of one year. Subsequent appointments shall be for three-year 

terms. Members shall be eligible for reappointment. In the event of a vacancy on the 

Commission, interim appointments shall be made by the Board of Trustees within sixty (60) 

calendar days to complete the unexpired term of such position. Two (2) members shall be 

appointed from a list submitted by duly organized local historic preservation organizations. If 

such a person is available for appointment, one member shall be an architect who has two years 

of architectural experience or who is duly registered in the State of Michigan.  
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 The Board of Trustees may by resolution prescribe powers and duties of the Commission, 

in addition to but not in violation of those prescribed in this Ordinance, that foster historic 

preservation activities, projects, and programs in the Charter Township of Plymouth.  The Board 

of Trustees may provide procedures for terminating an appointment due to the acts or omissions 

of the member. 

 

1.6. Commission Meetings, Recordkeeping, and Procedure. 

 

1. The Commission shall meet at least quarterly, if there is business to be considered, or more 

frequently at the call of the chairman of the Commission.  

 

2. The business that the Commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting held in 

compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended. Public notice of 

the date, time, and place of the meeting shall be given in the manner required by Public Act 267. 

A meeting agenda shall be part of the notice and shall include a listing of each permit application 

to be reviewed or considered by the Commission.  

 

3. The Commission shall keep a record of its proceedings and actions. A writing prepared, 

owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the Commission in the performance of an 

official function shall be made available to the public in compliance with the Freedom of 

Information, Public Act 442 of 1976, as amended.  

 

4. The commission shall adopt design review standards and guidelines to carry out its duties 

under this act.  

 

1.7. Historic District Study Committee and the Study Committee Report. 

 

 The Commission shall act as the Historic District Study Committee for purposes of this 

Ordinance and the laws of the State of Michigan. The Study Committee shall do all of the 

following:  

 

1. Conduct a photographic inventory of resources within each proposed historic district 

following procedures established by the State Historic Preservation Office of the Michigan 

Historical Center.  

 

2. Conduct basic research of each proposed historic district and historic resources located within 

that district.  

 

3. Determine the total number of historic and non-historic resources within a proposed historic 

district and the percentage of historic resources of that total. In evaluating the significance of 

historic resources, the Committee shall be guided by the selection criteria for evaluation issued 

by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National Register 

of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved by the 

State Historic Preservation Office.  
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4. Prepare a preliminary Historic District Study Committee report that addresses at a minimum 

all of the following:  

 

a. The charge of the Committee.  

 

b. The composition of Committee membership.  

 

c. The historic district(s) studied.  

 

d. The boundaries of each proposed historic district in writing and on maps.  

 

e. The history of each proposed historic district.  

 

f. The significance of each district as a whole, as well as a sufficient number of its individual 

 resources to fully represent the variety of resources found within the district, relative to 

 the evaluation criteria.  

 

5. The Committee shall transmit copies of the preliminary report for review and 

recommendations to the Planning Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office, the 

Michigan Historical Commission, and the State Historic Preservation Review Board.  

 

6. The Committee shall make copies of the preliminary report available to the public pursuant to 

MCL 399.203(4).  

 

7. Not less than sixty (60) calendar days after the transmittal of the preliminary report, the 

Committee shall hold a public hearing in compliance with Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended. 

Public notice of the time, date and place of the hearing shall be given in the manner required by 

Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended. Written notice shall be mailed by first class mail not less 

than fourteen (14) calendar days prior to the hearing to the owners of properties within the 

proposed historic district, as listed on the most current tax rolls. The report shall be made 

available to the public in compliance with the Michigan Freedom of Information Act, Public Act 

442 of 1976, as amended.  

 

8. After the date of the public hearing, the Committee and the Board of Trustees shall have not 

more than one year, unless otherwise authorized by the Board of Trustees, to take the following 

actions:  

 

a. The Committee shall prepare and submit a final report with its recommendations and the 

recommendations, if any, to the Planning Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office, 

the Michigan Historical Commission, the State Historic Preservation Review Board, and the 

Board of Trustees as to the establishment of a historic district. If the recommendation is to 

establish a historic district, the final report shall include a draft of the proposed ordinance.  

 

b. After receiving a final report that recommends the establishment of a historic district, the 

Board of Trustees, at its discretion, may introduce and approve or reject an ordinance. If the 

Board of Trustees approves an ordinance establishing one or more historic districts, the Clerk 
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of the Charter Township of Plymouth shall file a copy of the ordinance, including a legal 

description of the property or properties located within each historic district, with the Register 

of Deeds. The Board of Trustees shall not pass an ordinance establishing a contiguous historic 

district less than 60 days after a majority of the property owners within the proposed historic 

district, as listed on the tax rolls of the local unit, have approved the establishment of the 

historic district pursuant to a written petition. 

 

1.8. Procedure for Creation of Historic Districts. 

 

 The procedure for the creation of a historic district in the Charter Township of Plymouth 

shall be only as follows. The owner, or owners, of a property, structure, or place shall submit a 

written application to the building department of the Charter Township of Plymouth for creation 

of a historic district. The application shall be forwarded to the Committee within two business 

days of its submission. The Committee shall, within ninety (90) days, meet to consider the 

application.  In considering the application, the Committee shall follow the procedures set forth 

in Section 1.7. 

 

1.9. Permit Applications. 

 

1. A permit shall be obtained before any work affecting the exterior appearance of a resource is 

performed within a historic district. The person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, 

organization, institution, or agency of government proposing to do that work shall file an 

application for a permit with the building department of the Charter Township of Plymouth.  

 

2. Upon receipt of a complete application, the building department shall immediately refer the 

application, along with all required supporting materials that make the application complete, to 

the Commission.  

 

3. A permit shall not be issued and proposed work shall not proceed until the Commission has 

acted on the application by issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness or a Notice to Proceed as 

prescribed in this Ordinance. The Commission shall not issue a certificate of appropriateness 

unless the applicant certifies in the application that the property where work will be undertaken 

has, or will have before the proposed project completion date, a fire alarm system or a smoke 

alarm complying with the requirements of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale single state construction 

code act, 1972 PA 230, MCL 125.1501 to 125.1531.  

 

4. The Commission shall file Certificates of Appropriateness, Notices to Proceed, and Denials of 

applications for permits with the building department. A permit shall not be issued until the 

Commission has acted as prescribed by this Ordinance.  

 

5. If an application is for work that will adversely affect the exterior of a resource, and the 

Commission determines that the alteration or loss of that resource will adversely affect the public 

interest of the Charter Township of Plymouth, the State of Michigan, or the nation, the 

Commission shall attempt to establish with the owner of the resource an economically feasible 

plan for the preservation of the resource.  
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6. The failure of the Commission to act on an application within sixty (60) calendar days after 

the date a complete application is filed, unless an extension is agreed upon in writing by the 

applicant and the Commission, shall be considered to constitute approval.  

 

7. The Commission may charge a reasonable fee to process a permit application.  

 

8. If a permit application is denied, the decision shall be binding on the building department and 

the Charter Township of Plymouth. A Denial shall be accompanied by a written explanation by 

the Commission of the reasons for denial and, if appropriate, a notice that an application may be 

re-submitted for Commission review when the suggested changes have been made. The Denial 

shall also include the notification of the applicant's right to appeal to the State Historic 

Preservation Review Board and thereafter, to the circuit court.  

 

9. Work within a historic district shall be permitted through the issuance of a Notice to Proceed 

by the Commission if any of the following conditions prevail and if the proposed work can be 

demonstrated by a finding of the Commission to be necessary to substantially improve or correct 

any of the following conditions:  

a. The resource constitutes a hazard to the safety of the public or to the structure's occupants.  

b. The resource is a deterrent to a major improvement program that will be of substantial 

benefit to the community and the applicant proposing the work has obtained all necessary 

planning and zoning approvals, financing, and environmental clearances.  

c. Retaining the resource will cause undue financial hardship to the owner when a 

governmental action, an act of God, or other events beyond the owner's control created the 

hardship, and all feasible alternatives to eliminate the financial hardship, which may include 

offering the resource for sale at its fair market value or moving the resource to a vacant site 

within the historic district, have been attempted and exhausted by the owner.  

d. Retaining the resource is not in the interest of the majority of the community.  

 

1.10. Ordinary Maintenance. 

 

 Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to prevent ordinary maintenance or repair of 

a resource within a historic district or to prevent work on any resource under a permit issued by 

the building department or other duly delegated authority before the Ordinance was enacted.  

 

1.11. Review by the Commission. 

  

1. The Commission shall review and act upon only exterior features of a resource and shall not 

review and act upon interior arrangements unless specifically requested to do so by the owner of 

the resource or unless interior work will cause visible change to the exterior of the resource.  

2. The Commission shall not disapprove an application due to considerations not prescribed in 

MCL 399.205(3).  

3. In reviewing plans, the Commission shall follow the U.S. Secretary of Interior's Standards for 

Rehabilitation and guidelines for rehabilitating historic buildings as set forth in 36 C.F.R. part 

67. Design review standards and guidelines that address special design characteristics of historic 

districts administered by the Commission may be followed if they are equivalent in guidance to 
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the Secretary of Interior’s Standards and guidelines and are established or approved by the State 

Historic Preservation Office.  

4. In reviewing plans, the Commission shall also consider all of the following:  

a. The historic or architectural value and significance of the resource and its relationship to 

the historic value of the surrounding area.  

 

b. The relationship of any architectural features of the resource to the rest of the resource and 

to the surrounding area.  

c. The general compatibility of the design, arrangement, texture, and materials proposed to be 

used.  

d. Other factors, such as aesthetic value, that the commission finds relevant.  

e. Whether the applicant has certified in the application that the property where the work will 

be undertaken has, or will have before the proposed project completion date, a fire alarm 

system or a smoke alarm complying with the requirements of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale single 

state construction code act, 1972 PA 230, MCL 125.1501 to 125.1531.  

 

1.12. Appeal of a Commission Decision.  

 

 An applicant aggrieved by a decision of the Commission concerning a permit application 

may file an appeal with the State Historic Preservation Review Board. The appeal shall be filed 

within sixty (60) calendar days after the decision is furnished to the applicant. The permit 

applicant may submit all or part of the permit applicant’s evidence and arguments in written 

form. The State Historic Preservation Review Board shall consider an appeal at its first regularly 

scheduled meeting after receiving the appeal. A permit applicant aggrieved by the decision of the 

State Historic Preservation Review Board may appeal the decision to the circuit court for the 

County of Wayne.  

 

1.13. Work Without a Permit. 

 

 When work has been done upon a resource without a permit, and the Commission finds 

that the work does not qualify for a Certificate of Appropriateness, the Commission may require 

an owner to restore the resource to the condition that the resource was in before the inappropriate 

work or to modify the work so that it qualifies for a Certificate of Appropriateness. If the owner 

does not comply with the restoration or modification requirement within a reasonable time, the 

Commission may seek an order from the circuit court for the County of Wayne to require the 

owner to restore the resource to its former condition or to modify the work so that it qualifies for 

a Certificate of Appropriateness. If the owner does not comply or cannot comply with the order 

of the court, the Commission may direct the building department to enter the property and 

conduct work necessary to restore the resource to its former condition or modify the work so that 

it qualifies for a Certificate of Appropriateness in accordance with the court's order. The costs of 

the work done shall be charged to the owner, and may be levied as a special assessment against 

the property. When acting pursuant to an order of the circuit court, the building department may 

enter a property for purposes of this section.  

 

1.14. Demolition by Neglect.  
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 Upon a finding by the Commission that a resource within a historic district is threatened 

with Demolition by Neglect, the Commission may do either of the following:  

 

1. Require the owner of the resource to repair all conditions contributing to demolition  

by neglect.  

 

2. If the owner does not make repairs within a reasonable time, the Commission may authorize 

the building department to enter the property and make such repairs as necessary to prevent 

Demolition by Neglect. The costs of the work shall be charged to the owner, and may be levied 

as a special assessment against the property. The building department may enter the property for 

purposes of this section upon obtaining an order from the circuit court for the County of Wayne. 

  

1.15. Emergency Moratorium.  

 

 If the Board of Trustees determines that pending work will cause irreparable harm to 

resources located within a historic district, the Board of Trustees may by resolution declare an 

emergency moratorium on all such work for a period not to exceed six (6) months. The Board of 

Trustees may extend the emergency moratorium for an additional period not to exceed six (6) 

months, upon finding that the threat of irreparable harm to a resource or resources is still present. 

Any pending permit application concerning a resource subject to an emergency moratorium may 

be summarily denied.  

 

1.16. Penalties for Violations. 

 

1. A person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, organization, institution, or agency of 

government that violates this Ordinance is responsible for a civil violation and may be fined not 

more than $5,000.00.  

2. A person, individual, partnership, firm, corporation, organization, institution, or agency of 

government that violates this Ordinance may be ordered by the circuit court for the County of 

Wayne to pay the costs to restore or replicate a resource unlawfully constructed, added to, 

altered, repaired, moved, excavated, or demolished.  

 

1.17. Acceptance of Gifts or Grants. 

 

 The Board of Trustees may accept state or federal grants for historic preservation 

purposes; may participate in state and federal programs that benefit historic preservation, and 

may accept public or private gifts for historic preservation purposes. The Board of Trustees may 

by resolution delegate to the Commission the administration of grants, gifts, and program 

responsibilities.  

 

SECTION II.  REPEAL. 

 

 All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance, 

except as herein provided, are hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this 

Ordinance full force and effect. 
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SECTION III.  SEVERABILITY. 

 

 If any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason 

held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be 

deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portion thereof. 

 

SECTION IV.   SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

 

 The repeal or amendment herein shall not abrogate or affect any offense or act committed 

or done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any pending litigation or prosecution of any 

right established or occurring prior to the effective date of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION V.   PUBLICATION. 

 

 The Clerk for the Charter Township of Plymouth shall cause this Ordinance to be 

published in the manner required by law. 

 

SECTION VI.  EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 This Ordinance shall take full force and effect upon publication. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 The foregoing Ordinance was duly adopted by the Charter Township of Plymouth Board 

Trustees at its regular meeting called and held on the _______ day of ____________, 2019, and 

was ordered to be given publication in the manner required by law. 

 

 

        _________________________ 

        Jerry Vorva, Clerk 

 

Introduced: ______________________ 

Published: _______________________ 

Adopted: ________________________ 

Effective upon Publication: __________ 
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APRIL 9, 2019 
 
 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
 
 
 

ITEM F.4 
PRESENTATION BY PUBLIC 

SAFETY COMMITTEE  
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING DATE:   April 9, 2019 
 
 

 
ITEM:   Presentation by Public Safety Committee of the Citizens Advisory Council 
 

  
 
PRESENTERS:   Susan Bondie and members of the Committee 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
Township resident Susan Bondie and the Public Safety Committee of the Citizens 
Advisory Council would like to make their annual presentation to the Board of 
Trustees, outlining their most recent goals, recommendations and achievements.  
Their presentation materials are attached and will be discussed at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
PROPOSED MOTION:     None; discussion only. 
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S 

Citizens Committee for 

Public Safety 
Citizens’ Committee Recommendations 
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Committee Members 

 Richard Sharland 

 Jennifer Wells 

 Stephen Yaros 

 Greg Barterian 

 Yousef  Hegazi 

 

 Susan Bondie 

 Don Howard 

 Tim Keirnan 

 James Knittel 

 Mike Scapone 

Advisors: 

 Chief  Dan Phillips 

 Lt. Jon Brothers 

 Lt. Dan Kudra 
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Goal of  Public Safety Committee 

 To examine public safety issues that affect the 

performance, function, and vitality of  our Township 

police and fire departments now and in the future 

72 of 96



S 

General 

Recommendations 
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 Educate residents and promote the  

1.2 mill Public Safety tax referendum to replace obsolete fire 

engines, fund retirement obligations to our retirees, and 

provide for future police and fire department needs. 

 

 
 Publish informative public safety educational and 

promotional videos via YouTube. 
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 Enhance police and fire department web pages on the township 

website 

 Provide information on department awards/commendations 

 Include announcements and videos of  special events 

 Develop hiring and retention techniques 

 Consider retention bonuses (2 year, 5 year, 10 year) 

 Invest in employees—offer paid professional development plans 

earned through months or years of  service 

 

 

 Develop a comprehensive rotation plan for police and fire 

vehicles, ambulances, and safety equipment 

 Include a realistic timetable and calendar to schedule the 

replacement of  Township vehicles and safety equipment 
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S 

Recommendations 

Police Department 
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 Build and promote the community presence of  the 

Township police department 

 Consider police department enhancements to build  

community relationships, such as: 

• K-9 Patrol Unit 

• Motorcycle Patrol 

• Bicycle Patrol 

• Youth/Citizens Academy 
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 Build and promote the community presence of  

the Township police departments (cont’d) 

 Conduct fundraiser events and demonstrations for 

charity and public relations 

• 5K Donut Dash 

• Coffee-with-a-Cop 

• Bears for tots 
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S 

Recommendations  

Fire Department 
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 Evaluate township paramedics transporting emergency patients 

Put Plymouth Township Residents First 

 Purchase ladder truck as one of  the replacement engines to take care of   

our own tall buildings and not wait for mutual aid from neighbors. 

 

 Firefighters develop rapport with patients 

 Transporting eliminates the need for patients to repeat medical information 

 Transporting ensures uninterrupted care to Plymouth Twp. residents 

 Not transporting may tie up our emergency resources more than transporting—

waiting 

 Transporting patients retains revenue in the Plymouth Community 

 Neighboring fire departments transport their town’s patients 

 Nearby communities insist that our PTFD transport their residents to the hospital 

 It’s “The right thing to do!” for our own residents 
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Public Safety – A Priority! 
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GFL RECYCLING FEE REQUEST 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING DATE:   April 9, 2019 
 
 

 
ITEM:  Legal Opinion Regarding Recycling Service with GFL 
 

  
 
PRESENTERS:   Township Attorney Kevin Bennett 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
Kevin Bennett would like to present and discuss his Legal Opinion regarding the 
request by GFL for a fee increase for recycling services, based on our waste hauling 
contract with GFL.   The Board may then discuss future options and strategy.    
 
 
 
 
PROPOSED MOTION:     None; discussion only. 
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Memo Confidential Attorney/Client 
Privileged Information 

 
 

To: Board of Trustees, Charter Township of Plymouth 
 
From:  Kevin L. Bennett  
 
Date:  April 3, 2019, 2019   
 
Re: GFL Recycling Contract 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The Rizzo Contract was signed on September 17, 2015, and has a term of seven years.  
The contract will expire on September 16, 2022.  The price for recycling is $2.12 per month per 
household for the first five years of the Contract, and $2.18 for the last two years of the Contract. 
 
 GFL has proposed that the Township agree to modify the Residential Refuse, Recycling 
& Yard Waste Services Contract.  The Bid Form section of the Contract contains the following 
provisions with respect to recycling:  

• I.  PRICING DESCRIPTION 
Bids shall be fixed annual prices as specified on the Bid Form.  No variable fees 
(e.g., fuel recovery fees, recycle commodity fees, etc.) will be considered by the 
Township.  (Emphasis supplied.)  

• B-3 RECYCLING (AUTOMATED/SEMI-AUTOMATED WEEKLY 
COLLECTION  
 

Unit price per month for weekly curbside Residential Recyclable 
Collection, Transportation and Processing; and 64/65 gallon Cart. 
Contractor Retains Revenues. 
(See General Specifications - 1.19 Residential Unit) 
Collection, Delivery to a Materials Recovery Facility, Processing of 
Recyclables; Commingled Collection. 
 

Thus, this section of the Contract provides that 1) recycling commodity fees are not variable 
under the contract, and 2) recyclables are to be delivered to a “Materials Recovery Facility.”    
 
 Section 2 (Scope of Work) of the General Specifications section of the Contract contains 
the following provisions with respect to recycling: 

• 2.02 Residential Recycling 
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The Contractor will agree to market all materials collected at curbside to the 
best possible recycling companies/markets, and will not deposit the materials 
collected into a landfill or incineration/disposal facility, thus assuring the 
proper recycling of the materials collected. 

Thus, this section of the Contract requires that the Contractor (GFL by assignment from Rizzo) 
must market recyclables to recycling companies, and may not deposit recyclables at a landfill or 
incineration facility. 
 
 Section 3 (Operations) of the General Specifications section of the Contract contains the 
following provisions with respect to recycling: 

• 3.01 General 
. . .  
All collection, transportation and disposal activities shall conform with all laws 
and regulations applicable to the Contractor's operation within the Township of 
Plymouth, the Wayne County Health Department, the State of Michigan and the 
United States that pertain to such activities. 

This provision requires the Contractor to comply with the Township’s Solid Waste Disposal 
Ordinance.  Section 1.05 of the Ordinance provides in pertinent part: 

. . . it shall be unlawful for any licensed solid waste hauler to accept from 
private property within the township, which has available curbside collection of 
solid waste, recyclable materials commingled with other solid waste, and to 
transport recyclable materials to a licensed disposal area other than a facility 
for their processing.   

Thus, the Contract requires GFL to comply with the Township’s Solid Waste Disposal 
Ordinance, and the Ordinance precludes the Contractor from deliver recyclables to a disposal 
area other than a recycling facility.  
 
 All pertinent provisions of the Ordinance require GFL to collect recyclables and deliver 
recyclables to a recycling facility, and also preclude GFL from delivering recyclables to a 
landfill or incinerator.   

 
 Subsequent to the original draft of this Memorandum, GFL presented to the Township a 
proposed “Addendum to Contract By and Between Charter Township of Plymouth and GFL 
Environmental USA Inc.”  The proposed Addendum provides for the following: 

• One of the reasons for the price adjustment is “the significant contamination of non-
recyclable items commingled with recyclable items,” i.e. residents are not properly sorting 
recycling and garbage.  Absent proof of this, I would not make this concession. 

• The Township agrees to pay an unstated increased amount per month for recycling 
containers. 

• If market conditions for the recyclables change to the extent that GFL’s recovery (net of 
processing fees) for recyclables delivered to a recycling center is positive for a consecutive 
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period of six (6) months or more, then GFL will agree to re-negotiate the price charged by 
the Contractor to provide the residential recycling program.   

 Again, it should be noted that the Township is under no contractual obligation to agree to 
GFL’s proposal.  GFL made a business decision to project recycling prices seven years ahead 
when it signed the contract with the Township.  Notwithstanding such, whether to agree GFL’s 
request is a discretionary consideration for the Board. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
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APRIL 9, 2019 
 
 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
 
 
 

ITEM F.6 
APPROVAL OF SOLID WASTE 

BUDGET FOR 2019 
 RESOLUTION #04-09-42 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

 

 

 

MEETING DATE:       April 9, 2019 
 
 
 

 
ITEM:   FY 2019 Solid Waste Budget 

 
PRESENTER:   Cindy Kushner, Finance Director  
  
 
ACTION REQUESTED:   Approve 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Proposed FY 2019 Solid Waste Budget Report 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROPOSED MOTION:   I move to approve the FY 2019 Charter Township of Plymouth Solid 
Waste Fund Budget, Resolution #2019-04-09-42. 
 

 
 
 
Moved By    ______________________________ Seconded By   ____________________________________ 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 
____Vorva____ Curmi,____ Clinton, ____Heitman, ____Doroshewitz, ____Dempsey, ____Heise 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

COUNTY OF WAYNE 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

 

PROPOSED FY2019 SOLID WASTE FUND BUDGET 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2019-04-09-42 

 
      At a regular meeting of the Charter Township of Plymouth Board of Trustees, Wayne 

County, Michigan, held at the Township Hall located at 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, 

Michigan on April 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m., the following resolution was offered: 

 

      WHEREAS, the Township Supervisor has presented the Plymouth Township 

Recommended 2019 Solid Waste Fund Budget; and 

 

      WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has been advised of the contents of said Budget; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached Plymouth Township 

Recommended 2019 Solid Waste Fund Budget be approved as presented: 

 

 

Moved by: __________________________ Supported by: ___________________________ 

 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 

___ Curmi,   ___ Dempsey,   ___ Doroshewitz,   ___ Heise,   ___ Heitman,   ___Vorva,   ___ 

Clinton: 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2019 
 
 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
 
 
 

ITEM F.7 
UPDATE ON 2019 SIDEWALK 

PROJECTS 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  April 9, 2019 

 

 

ITEM:  Board Update of the Sidewalk Gap and Sidewalk Replacement Program 

   

 

PRESENTER:  David Richmond, PE 

    

 

BACKGROUND:   

Plymouth Township had excess monies from the Wayne County Road Imitative Program that the 

County is allowing to be used to fill sidewalk gaps.  Several areas have been identified that have 

sidewalk gaps as the potential places to begin filling these gaps.  The area identified were Ann 

Arbor Trail between the Township limits and Township Park and on North Territorial from the 

Township limits to Beacon Meadows Subdivision.  Several of these properties don’t have right 

of way and will need to get easements from the home owners to complete the walks.    

 

Along with the gap project, we are also working on the sidewalk replacement program.  The 

sidewalk replacement program involves inspecting existing sidewalk and using a set of published 

guidelines determine areas of the sidewalks that repair or replacement. 

 

I will have a presentation for the board to update where we are at with this projects and get 

direction from the board on moving forward with these project. 

 

ACTION REQUESTED:   

Provide input and direction moving forward with the sidewalk gap project. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:    

None 

 

PROPOSED MOTION:  None 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2019 
 
 

 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 
 
 
 

ITEM G 
SUPERVISOR AND TRUSTEE 

COMMENTS 
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ITEM H 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
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