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Supervisor Heise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kurt Heise, Supervisor 

    Jerry Vorva, Clerk 

    Mark Clinton, Treasurer 

    Charles Curmi, Trustee 

    Jack Dempsey, Trustee 

    Robert Doroshewitz, Trustee 

    Gary Heitman, Trustee 

  

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

     

OTHERS PRESENT: Patrick Fellrath, Dir. of Public Utilities 

    Dan Phillips, Fire Chief 

    Thomas Tiderington, Police Chief 

    Kevin Bennett, Township Attorney 

    Sandra Groth, Deputy Clerk 

    Amy Hammye, Deputy Treasurer 

    Sara Visel, Solid Waste & Public Serv. Coord. 

    Alice Geletzke, Recording Secretary 

    18 Members of the Public 

  
B.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Trustee Gary 

 Heitman. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

  Regular Meeting - Tuesday, February 14, 2017  

 

Moved by Mr. Dempsey and seconded by Mr. Clinton to approve the agenda for the Board of 

Trustees regular meeting of February 14, 2017.  Ayes all. 

 

D. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  

 

 D.1 Approval of Minutes: 

  Regular Meeting – Tuesday, November 15, 2016 (Receive and File)* 

 Regular Meeting – Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

 Study Session – Tuesday, February 7, 2017  

 Closed Session Minutes – January 17, 2017 

 Closed Session Minutes – February 7, 2017 

     

D.2  Acceptance of Communications, Resolutions, Reports: 

 Building Department – Monthly Report – January, 2017 
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 Fire Department – Monthly Report – January, 2017 

 FOIA Report – Clerk’s Office 

 FOIA Report – Police Department 

  

 D.3      Approval of Township Bills: 

 

  Year 2017 

General Fund (101) (382,277.87) 

Solid Waste Fund (226) 105,964.84 

Improvement Revolving Fund (Capital Projects) (246) 3,452.60 

Drug Forfeiture Fund (265) -- 

Golf Course Fund (510) 1,218.94 

Senior Transportation  (588) 8,701.76 

Water and Sewer Fund (592) 478,856.94 

Trust and Agency Fund (701) 68,417.55 

Police Bond Fund (702) 7,700.00 

Tax Pool (703) 43,725.33 

Special Assessment Capital (805) 30,592.92 

Total:  $366,353.01 

 

*See Addendum to Proposed Minutes for November 15, 2016 from Trustee Doroshewitz 

 

It was noted that no modification of the November 15, 2016 minutes can be made because too much time 

has elapsed, per Attorney Bennett, but comments can be made during Trustee Comments.  Approval of 

the Closed Session Minutes of January 17, 2017 was postponed. 

 

Moved by Mr. Heitman and Mr. Doroshewitz to approve the consent agenda for the Board of Trustees 

regular meeting of February 14, 2017 as amended.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 

 

E. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS – There were none. 

 

F. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 1) Public Hearing –2017 Community Development Block Grant Funds 

 

Moved by Mr. Heitman and seconded by Mr. Dempsey to open the Public Hearing on 2017 

Community Development Block Grant Funds at 7:14 p.m.  Ayes all. 

 

Mr. Fellrath, Dir. of Public Services, and Sara Visel, Solid Waste and Public Service 

Coordinator,  presented background information and discussed with Board members the uses 

allowed. 
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Susan Bondie asked if other uses were considered, such as other parks or soccer fields. She was 

informed that restrictions limit uses for the disabled or senior citizens.  

 

There being no further comment from the public, it was moved by Mr. Heitman and seconded 

by Mr. Doroshewitz to close the public hearing at 7:28 p.m.  Ayes all. 

 

 2) Engagement Letter and Professional Services Agreement with Plante-Moran -

  Forensic Audit of Hilltop Golf Course. 

 

Mr. Eric Conforti, representing Plante and Moran, addressed the Board and answered questions 

regarding the scope of services in connection with their forensic audit of Hilltop Golf Course. 

 

Moved by Mr. Heitman and seconded by Mr. Clinton to approve the recommendation as 

submitted by the Supervisor to enter into the Professional Services Agreement with Plante-

Moran to provide consulting, assembly and forensic services, not to exceed $7,500, to the 

Township in connection with the Hilltop Golf Course, and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk 

to sign same.  Ayes all on a roll call vote.  

 

 3) Ethics Ordinance – Amendment 19 to Ordinance 1016 – First Reading 

 

Mr. Dempsey discussed the proposed ordinance with Board members and noted that it covers 

public officials and appointees. 

 

Susan Bondie asked whether Section 11, Anti-Nepotism, would cover anyone bringing in a 

wife, son or daughter to work for the Township.  Mr. Bennett noted it would not preclude it, but 

states it would require a 2/3 vote of the Township Board. 

 

Moved by Mr. Doroshewitz and seconded by Mr. Heitman to approve the first reading of the 

proposed Ethics Ordinance, Amendment #19, to the Charter Township of Plymouth Code of 

Ordinances #1016, and further to schedule the second reading and adoption to occur on 

February 28, 2017 at the regularly scheduled Board of Trustees Meeting, with one modification:  

Section 2, Immediate Family, strike the remainder of the sentence, “who resides with that 

person.”  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 

 

A copy of the ordinance is on file in the Clerk’s office for public perusal. 

 

 4) Board of Trustees Public Meeting Rules – 2017 

 

Mr. Dempsey and other Board members discussed various aspects of the proposed rules he 

drafted with the theme of trying to do business in a very professional and cooperative style.   

The Board also discussed with Mr. Bennett the need for notification of a Special Meeting if 

voting is required on items. It was agreed that the proposed list should be entitled “Procedures.” 
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Moved by Mr. Heitman and seconded by Mr. Vorva to approve the proposed “Board of 

Trustees Public Meeting Procedures” as presented, to serve as the standard by which meetings 

will be conducted by this Board, effective immediately.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 

 

 5) Annual Wayne County Road Permit Applications, including the letter from 

  Attorney Bennett dated January 18, 2017, Resolution #2017-02-14-04. 

 

Moved by Mr. Curmi and seconded by Mr. Dempsey to approve Resolution No. 2017-02-14-04, 

authorizing execution of the Annual Maintenance Permit, Annual Pavement Restoration Permit,  

Annual Street Sweeping Permit, and Annual Special Events Permit with Wayne County to 

allow the Township to work within the Wayne County Road Right-of-Ways with the inclusion 

of a cover letter reserving the Township’s right to challenge the indemnification provisions as 

beyond the authority of the Township.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 

 

A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Clerk’s office for public perusal.  

 

 6) McClumpha/Ann Arbor Road Traffic Signal, Resolution #2017-02-14-05 

 

Mr. Heise reviewed the resolution, which was discussed at the Study Session of February 7.  It’s 

to be forwarded to all elected officials who are in a position to effectuate timely action on the 

part of the State to provide the installation of these essential public safety improvements. 

 

Moved by Mr. Heitman and seconded by Mr. Vorva to approve Resolution 2017-02-14-05, 

urging the State of Michigan to expedite the installation of traffic signals and related safety 

improvements to the intersection of Ann Arbor Road and McClumpha Road in the Charter 

Township of Plymouth.  Ayes all on a roll call vote. 

 

 7) Discussion - Fourth of July Picnic – 2017 

 

 8) Discussion – Fourth of July Fireworks - 2017 

 

 9) Discussion – Future Township Newsletters and Calendars 

 

Board members discussed the above items, with the possibility of not holding the picnic 

because of the time, efforts and costs involved in something that is not necessarily the role of 

government.  They also considered attempting to obtain sponsorship of the fireworks from a 

community organization with a 501-C3, and discussed with Police Chief Tiderington and Fire 

Chief Phillips the safety concerns involved.   Suggestions were also made for lowering the costs 

of preparing and distributing the community newsletters and the calendar. 

 

During discussion of these items, Sybil Hunter and Rita Gajewski spoke on the negative effects 

the fireworks and picnic have on their nearby homes. Kim Price of Kimprint offered 
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suggestions on calendar and newsletter preparation and mass mailings. Susan Bondie spoke on 

her use of the calendar and asked for consideration of those who do not use the computer or I-

phones. 

 

G. SUPERVISOR AND TRUSTEE COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Heise gave a reminder of the kickoff for the Citizens Advisory Council on February 22.  He 

also noted there will be a Study Session on February 21. 

 

Mr. Doroshewitz discussed his addendum to the November 15, 2016 meeting minutes.   

 

Moved by Mr. Dempsey and seconded by Mr. Vorva to receive, note and file the memorandum 

received by Trustee Doroshewitz relating to the meeting minutes of November 15, 2016.  Ayes 

all. 

 

Mr. Heitman reiterated the importance of the Citizens Advisory Council. 

 

Mr. Vorva updated Board members on accounting progress and thanked Accountant Cindy 

Kushner; Mary Ann Truesdell, an employee in his office; and the Treasurer’s Department for 

their efforts in inputting the financial information. 

 

Mr. Clinton gave a status update on the financial reconciliations and noted that 95.5% of taxes 

have been collected, or approximately $6.9 million.   

 

Mr. Curmi had questions about results of the recreation survey and emergency collections. 

 

H. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

 

Susan Bondie had questions about tracking resident/non-resident usage of the golf course. 

 

I. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Moved by Mr. Heitman and seconded by Mr. Dempsey to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m.  

Ayes all. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Jerry Vorva, Township Clerk  
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