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Residential  
Internet  Plans

Starting at $69.95

Fast  100/10o Mbps 
Fiber Service.

Add home phone for Add home phone for 
$24.95, includes 
local and long 

distance.

Call Today to 
Get Started:

1-715-350-7033

No Usage Caps

No Data Throttling

No Gimmick Pricing

Hometown Internet
provided by Pierce 
Pepin Cooperative 
Services backed 
by our 10G fiber 

network

Get Connected!

CONTACT 
JACK TODAY!

jack@thepaperboy.news

This Space This Space 
Can Be Yours!Can Be Yours!

That Works as 
Hard as You Do

LOCAL 
ADVERTISING

715-273-8078 x 700

Weekly, 
every other 
week and 

contract rates 
available

NewNew   Year.
New New  Name.

Same greatSame great River Falls teamteam.
715-425-5292

218 NORTH MAIN STREET • RIVER FALLS, WI 54022

As of  January 1, 2024 River Falls Mutual Insurance will now be
River Valley Mutual Insurance,

serviced through our new insurance agency
West Central Insurance Services

Stop in our office and learn more of  what we can offer you.

See PASTOR, Page 3

Good Health Rests 
on a Good Nights Sleep

HOURS: MON., TUES., THURS., FRI.: 10-6 
WED., SAT.: 10-5

1112 MAIN STREET • RED WING, MN 
651-388-4432

www.sammonsbeds.com

See PRESCOTT, Page 10

See BLOOMS, Page 3

Ellsworth pastor 
reflects on first year
By Sarah Nigbor

ELLSWORTH – Some-
times a seemingly ordinary 
moment can be a turning 
point in one’s life. That 
was the case for Pastor Pete 
Warren of English Lutheran 
Church.

Warren, who was installed 
as pastor at English Luther-
an on Nov. 16, 2022, said his 
parents were both very active 
in church. For 17 years, he 
saw his mother work with 
youth in their church. When 
he was 16, he even thought 
maybe God was calling him 
to be a pastor. But he spent 
the next 16 years running 
away from that notion.  

Warren, who grew up in 
Ashland, worked at various 
Bible camps in northern Wis-
consin and cooked at differ-
ent restaurants after college. 
One afternoon while work-
ing at the Elk’s Lodge in 
Ashland, he had an epiphany. 

“Sometimes it takes up a 
frying pan upside the head,” 
Warren said. “I was bar-
tending that afternoon, the 
Tuesday before Thanksgiv-

ing during hunting season. 
It was 60 degrees and I was 
sitting in the basement of the 
lodge just in case someone 
came out to go golfing. And 
I thought, ‘I’m just wasting 
my life here, aren’t I God?’ 
It was that ordinary moment 
that was a turning point. I fi-
nally gave up and listened to 
God.”

Warren credits bartending 

Pastor Pete Warren has been 
leading the congregation at 
English Lutheran Church in 
Ellsworth for just over one 
year. Photo by Sarah Nigbor

One year later: Blooms 4 
Happiness finds new home

By Sarah Nigbor

RIVER FALLS – When 
Tiffany Dux opened her 
flower shop last February 
at 123 W. Cascade Ave. in 
River Falls, she had no idea 
she’d outgrow the space in 
two short months. She made 
it work until Oct. 2, when she 
expanded in a new location 
at 1674 Commerce Court. 

Dux, who is from Rob-
erts, grew up in a family of 
entrepreneurs. She took up 
floral arranging and design 
when she was just 16. When 
she was 17, she worked in a 
small-town craft store and 
began experimenting with 
arranging silk flowers. She 
gradually moved into bigger 
arrangements and showing at 
craft fairs. 

When she opened her 
own shop last February, after 
years of working for other 
florists, she could scarcely 
believe her dream was com-
ing true. She had no idea how 
quickly Blooms 4 Happiness 
would grow, and she credits 
one simple thing for her suc-
cess. 

“It’s not about charging 
$100 for an arrangement,” 
Dux said. “It’s making sure 

everyone can afford flowers 
to bring happiness.”

Blooms 4 Happiness 
showcases a large inventory 
of fresh flowers for any occa-
sion. She also provides fresh 
blooms for weddings/wed-
ding flowers, sympathy and 
funeral flowers, birthdays, 
get well, and anniversaries, 
as well as plants, European/
dish gardens, modern and 
traditional flower arrange-
ments, silk flower arrange-
ments, dried floral arrange-

ments, locally made gifts, 
gourmet fruit and gift bas-
kets and greeting cards. 

Dux is all about showcas-
ing products from local busi-
nesses in her gift lines, in-
cluding Knoke’s Chocolates 
from Hudson, Somerscents 
Candles, and quilted table 
runners made by her mom. 
She is also adept at network-
ing, with connections to 
the Hudson, Prescott, New 

Tiffany Dux of Blooms 4 Happiness celebrated a ribbon cutting 
with the Hudson Chamber of Commerce when she opened 
her flower shop at its new location in Rive Falls last October. 
Photo courtesy of Blooms 4 Happiness

Swift Current Connect shares 
plans with Prescott Council

Area Historical Society continues to grow, draw in visitors
By Danielle Boos

On Jan. 8, the first Prescott 
City Council meeting of 
2024 consisted of old news 
and plans for the future as 
the council listened to 2023 
updates and new business 
ventures. 

Scott Freier, Chief Oper-
ating Officer for Pierce Pepin 
Cooperative Services in Ells-
worth, approached the coun-
cil to explain the company’s 
broadband subsidiary called 
Swift Current Connect. Swift 
Current Connect provides 
reliable, high-speed fiber in-
ternet service for residential 
homes and businesses. Freier 
stated that they are trying to 
get the cell towers hooked 
up on their system so there is 
better coverage on the bridge 
from Wisconsin. 

“We wanted to dip our 
toes in the water a little bit to 
see if Prescott had any appe-
tite for going to high-speed 
fiber internet,” Freier said. 

He said that right now 
Prescott has a copper-based 
plant in the ground from 
Century Link and Comcast 
but Swift Current Connect 
can offer more.

“Our main goal when this 

started was to get our ru-
ral members in high-speed 
internet for everybody that 
lives in the country that these 
big companies want to forget 

Scott Freier, Chief Operating 
Officer with Pierce Pepin Co-
operative Services, shared 
the future plans of Swift Cur-
rent Connect with the City of 
Prescott. Photo courtesy of 
Prescott Community Television

Dallas Eggers shared a prog-
ress update on the Prescott 
Area Historical Society at the 
Jan. 8 Prescott City Council 
meeting. Photo courtesy of 
Prescott Community Televi-
sion

Financing options 
for new judicial 

facility explained
First reading is at January 

county board meeting
By Sarah Nigbor

The Pierce County Board 
voted Tuesday, Dec. 19 to di-
rect county staff to research 
financing options for a new 
judicial facility that would 
be built adjacent to the Pierce 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
555 W. Overlook Drive in 
Ellsworth. 

The project, if approved, is 
expected to cost $30,903,822 
for a 38,934 gross square 
foot addition which would 
include four courtrooms, 
judge’s chambers, a secure 
underground parking lot, and 
space for the clerk of court 
office, register in probate, 
victim/witness coordinators, 
the district attorney’s office, 
and a secure connection to 
the jail. 

Market & Johnson, who 
built the existing law en-
forcement center (LEC) in 
2017 at a cost of $17.4 mil-

lion, said in today’s dollars, 
that cost escalates to $28.4 
million. 

The $30.9 million price 
tag would include a $1 mil-
lion place holder for possible 
furniture/furnishings, $1.9 
million for design services, 
and $27.9 million in con-
struction costs. 

The space would house 
the following: 

• Courts – general building: 
3,811 square feet

• Courts – court room sets: 
19,250 square feet

• Clerk of Courts – 2,033 
square feet

• Register in Probate – 
1,397 square feet

• District Attorney – 3,086 
square feet

• Victim Witness – 1,126 
square feet

• Court Security – 1,414 
square feet

See PCB, Page 8
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RIVER FALLS Police Department Reports
The following issues were 

reported to the River Falls 
Police Department Dec. 16-
24.

Sunday, Dec. 17
Police responded to an 

assault at 12:15 a.m. at 200 E. 
Locust St. that had occurred 
during a college house par-
ty. Several witnesses there 
said Donovan Mekhi-Lee 
Brown, 20, Milaca, Minn., 
had been asked to leave the 
party earlier in the night due 
to issues he had with one of 
the attendees. He later came 
back with two people, and a 
fight ensued between Brown 
and the 20-year-old victim, 
a UWRF student from Inver 
Grove Heights, Minn. Brown 
told police the victim called 
him and his friends apes 
and monkeys as they were 
forced to leave the party a 
second time. People there 
said Brown and his friends, 
when they returned, tried 
to get in the back door but 
were prevented from do-
ing so. Somehow the victim 
ended up in the back yard. 
Witnesses said Brown con-
tinuously punched the vic-
tim and choked him while 
he was on the ground to the 
point of losing conscious-
ness. When the victim’s 
friends tried to intervene, 
Brown’s two friends pre-
vented them from doing so. 
Eventually, Brown was pulled 
off the victim and he and his 
two friends left. Police lo-
cated them later at Hathorn 
Hall, where Brown was ar-
rested for strangulation and 
suffocation, disorderly con-
duct and substantial battery 
– intend bodily harm and 
transported to Pierce Coun-
ty Jail. The victim was taken 
by EMS to Regions Hospital 
for a suspected concussion 
or head injury. He was drift-
ing in and out of conscious-
ness and vomiting up blood. 
Other witnesses later came 
forward and said Brown has 
a history of instigating fights 
with people. 

At 12:14 a.m., an officer 
found a no parking sign that 

had been snapped off at the 
bottom at Second and Lo-
cust streets. The pole and 
sign were on the ground. 

At 2:03 p.m., police re-
sponded to a residence in 
the 200 block of West John-
son Street where a father re-
ported his juvenile child had 
possibly sent nude photos 
to someone marked “boy-
friend” in the phone. Police 
urged the father to contact 
the phone company to get a 
record of texts and messag-
es sent. When officers called 
the number, the suspect im-
mediately hung up on them. 
The number was registered 
to someone in Idaho. 

A 17-year-old Ellsworth 
juvenile was cited $187 for 
possess drug parapherna-
lia after a traffic stop for 
operating without lights at 
10:25 p.m. at Main and Vine 
streets. The vehicle smelled 
heavily of marijuana. Inside 
police found a metal smok-
ing device, marijuana in a 
baggie and plastic container, 
a grinder and bong. The driv-
er was not cited. 

Monday, Dec. 18
Police responded at 3:29 

p.m. to River Falls Area Hos-
pital (1629 E. Division St.) for 
a disorderly person. Michael 
P. Doody Jr., 35, homeless, 
River Falls, was asked to 
leave the hospital after tell-
ing staff he had marijuana 
and knives in his backpack. 
Police found him sitting on 
a park bench near Division 
Street an Hoffman Place. He 
showed police two knives 
and a container of marijuana 
he said belonged to a friend. 
He was arrested for pos-
session of THC, felony bail 
jumping and misdemeanor 
bail jumping and taken to 
jail. 

Officers were called at 
5:40 p.m. to Aldi (1567 Sul-
livan Court) for an attempt-
ed theft. A woman had tried 
concealing three $5 bottles 
of wine in her grocery bag 
without paying for them. 
Lauren Nicole Whiterab-
bit, 20, River Falls, told po-

lice she was having a tough 
semester and needed the 
alcohol. She was cited $187 
for retail theft – intentionally 
conceal. 

At 9:22 p.m., a man tried 
to use a fake $100 bill at Kwik 
Trip (1536 Cemetery Road). 
The suspect said he had re-
ceived the bill from Hooter’s 
at Mall of America where he 
was paid cash for doing up-
holstery work. The bill was 
confiscated and he was told 
to contact the Bloomington 
Police Department. 

Tuesday, Dec. 19
A neighbor called in a 

possible domestic at 12:24 
p.m. at 1485 Wildcat Court 
after hearing a woman yell 
to call the police. The wom-
an told police she and her 
boyfriend were fighting over 
use of their rental car. He 
punched her in the face three 
times, she said while holding 
an ice pack to her face. Po-
lice contacted the 51-year-
old suspect by phone, and 
he said the woman hit him 
in the face with a water can-
ister, splitting open his lip 
and bruising his eye. He told 
police he fled the scene be-
cause officers always believe 
the woman over the man. 
He said he would come into 
the station for an interview, 
but never showed. He will be 
arrested for domestic disor-
derly conduct if located. 

At 12:09 police were 
called to 283 Troy St. where 
employees had noticed a 
military-style rifle, tactical 
vest and multiple ammu-
nition cases in the back of 
another employee’s vehicle. 
The vehicle’s owner said she 
had had the guns in her ve-
hicle for six months because 
she is “paranoid.” She said 
they were unloaded and that 
she enjoys shooting. She was 
asked her to leave for the 
day and escorted from the 
property for having guns on 
the premises. 

Nicole Dianne Hartmann, 
35, River Falls, was arrested 
and cited $150 for ignition 
interlock device tamper-

ing/failure to install/violate 
court order, misdemeanor 
bail jumping and felony bail 
jumping after a traffic stop 
for driving without taillights 
at 5:10 p.m. at State and 
Johnson streets. 

Wednesday, Dec. 20
At 4:54 p.m., a Kwik Trip 

(1536 Cemetery Road) em-
ployee notified police of a 
theft that occurred at 2:50 
a.m. Nov. 18. The male sus-
pect, wearing a dark mask, 
stole bottles of Jameson 
Irish Whiskey ($29.99), Tul-
lamore Dew Irish Whiskey 
($28.99) and Gentleman 
Jack ($37.49), left the store 
and ran toward Red Cedar 
Estates. The suspect has not 
been identified. 

At 4:45 p.m. a WEST-
consin Credit Union (1207 
N. Main St.) employee re-
ported that two people had 
tried to open accounts with 
fake social security cards 
and permanent resident ID 
cards. The people said they 
purchased the cards from 
someone who came to their 
house and she felt they were 
victims. The account open-
ing was denied and Social 
Security informed. 

At noon, police received 
information from Kwik Trip 
(1536 Cemetery Road) re-
garding alcohol thefts that 
had taken place Oct. 8-31. 
Three suspects were identi-
fied, including a 15-year-old 
Hudson juvenile, who told 
police his friends influenced 
him to steal the alcohol. He 
owes Kwik Trip $294 in res-
titution for the stolen items. 
The juvenile was cited for 
retail theft – intentionally 
carries away and trespassed 
from the store. The other 
suspects will also be cited. 

Thursday, Dec. 21
At 1:49 p.m., a resident 

reported a computer scam 
in which her computer be-
came compromised and she 
couldn’t access anything 
on it. She called the phone 
number on the screen, and 
man claiming to be with her 

computer company told her 
she had to obtain $2,000 in 
Apple pay gift cards for him 
to assist her. She obtained 
two $500 gift cards, but re-
ported the situation to her 
bank, who informed her it 
was a scam. She did not lose 
any money. 

Around 4:40 p.m., police 
responded to 218 W. Char-
lotte St. where a man was 
threatening to kill his sister 
and her cats. He had ad-
mitted to family members 
that he used meth and he 
believed his sister was “not 
a real person,” so he was 
going to “end it all.” Seth 
William Harrison, 24, Hud-
son, was arrested for misde-
meanor bail jumping, felony 
bail jumping and resisting 
or obstructing an officer. He 
admitted to drinking beer, 
which violated his bond con-
ditions. He accused police of 
having artificial intelligence 
and targeting him. 

Friday, Dec. 22
Officers were notified 

of a one-vehicle crash at 
12:46 p.m. on Highway 35 
one-quarter mile north of 
Highway 65. A 2014 Buick 
Lacrosse, driven by Michael 
Stephen Mueller, 42, River 
Falls, crashed into a cable 
barrier. Mueller said he had 
fallen asleep after staying up 
all night for an appointment 
in Eagan, Minn. The vehicle 
was towed due to disabling 
damage. Mueller reported no 
injuries. He was cited $111.40 
for inattentive driving. 

Police responded at 4:42 
p.m. to an unknown medical 
call at 424 ½ N. Second St. 
A 35-year-old man had been 
found inside the apartment 
by his mother and sister face-
down and cold to the touch. 
The Pierce County Medical 
Examiner pronounced him 
deceased. Also at the scene 
were drug paraphernalia 
items, including a tissue box 
containing copper, cut up 
straws, a crystal-like white 
substance and a green leafy 
material, alongside prescrip-
tion medication bottles. The 

man’s mother said he was a 
recovering addict who had 
been growing distant in 
the past week. When they 
couldn’t reach him, the land-
lord let them into the resi-
dence where they found him. 

Saturday, Dec. 23
At 11:41 p.m., police were 

called to 103 N. Fourth St. 
where an intoxicated man 
was making threats toward 
the church. When police ar-
rived, they found Kerry Dean 
Joens, 65, River Falls, stand-
ing in front of a car with one 
shoe on. He was agitated and 
lunged toward one officer, 
saying the fun was going to 
start now. He was detained 
and taken to Pierce County 
Jail on battery or threat to 
law enforcement officer and 
disorderly conduct charges. 
He claimed to be suicidal, 
but then said he wasn’t. 

Officers were notified of 
a woman having a possi-
ble mental health crisis at 
10:58 p.m. near Dallas and 
Division streets. A taxi driv-
er reported the woman was 
paranoid and worried about 
the cartel following her. Af-
ter speaking with a resident 
in his garage, who knew the 
woman and said she had 
taken off, police located her 
near Holiday (302 Main St.) 
at around 12:49 a.m. She 
was paranoid about people 
following her and agreed to 
speak with Northwest Con-
nections. Before being taken 
to the Radisson Hotel where 
she would stay the night, 
she told police she had a 
one-hitter on her. Renee L. 
Schroeder, 47, River Falls, 
was cited for $187 for pos-
sess drug paraphernalia. 

Sunday, Dec. 24
At 11:02 a.m., police at-

tempted a welfare check 
on a juvenile at a residence 
in the 1400 block of Emory 
Circle. They were not able to 
reach the party in question, 
but family members helped 
make contact and every-
thing was okay. 

PCB
from Page 1

• Court Services – 1,176 
square feet

• Drop-in workspace (Cor-
poration Counsel, Human 
Services, etc.) – 722 square 
feet
The preliminary site plan 

shows expanded public park-
ing to include 110 spaces, 
space for future expansion, a 
proposed courts addition (one 
story at/or below grade, with 
two stories above grade), and a 
new staff parking lot. 

County Administrator Jason 
Matthys introduced speakers 
from Ehlers (financing), Wold 
Architects and Market & John-
son, who went through the pro-
jected project budget, layout of 
the proposed addition and tax 
impacts. 

“We (Judicial Facility Plan-
ning Committee) asked them 
to be conservative,” Matthys 
said. “Our hope is to be able 
to get the size and scope of the 
project for as less as we can.”

Randy LaFave of Market 
& Johnson was part of the jail/
sheriff’s office project. He said 
the budget for this proposed fa-
cility is all-inclusive from the 
time the dirt is turned until the 
keys are turned over. He esti-
mated the inflation escalation 
to be at 6%.

“This is our historical gauge 
on how we’re going to inflate 
the number knowing what the 
cost will be next year and the 
year after,” LaFave said. “As 
Jason said, our goal is to beat 
the number that is there and 
bring those savings back to 
you, the county, as we did with 
the LEC. A lot of forethought 
went into the design of the 
LEC to supplement construc-
tion of a possible new judicial 
center.”

Joel Dunning from Wold 
Architects said Wold specializ-
es in public sector architecture. 
A space needs assessment, 
which included discussions 
with all county departments af-
fected by the courts, was con-
ducted last summer. 

“It’s tough to look ahead 20 
years, especially with human 
services since staffing depends 
on grant funding, etc. There 
was modest growth predicted 
throughout each department,” 
Dunning said at an October 
meeting. 

The study took into consid-
eration the projected growth of 
the county and possible needs 
of a future judge. Currently, 
Pierce County has one judge 
and one court commissioner. 

In an email to The Journal, 
Rohl said in October the state 
assesses the need for additional 
circuit court branches through-
out the state. 

“They review the caseloads 
of each county to determine 
need and allocate new judges 
based upon who has the high-
est need at the time,” Rohl said. 
“The county would have to 
have the appropriate infrastruc-
ture to support an additional 
circuit court branch.”

She said the county doesn’t 
know for sure if the state will 
begin that process or if Pierce 
would be allocated a new judge 
if a new facility was built. 

“What we do know for sure 
is that if we maintain our exist-
ing courthouse, we would not 
have the appropriate infrastruc-
ture to support an additional 
circuit court branch. In short, 
building a new courthouse does 
not guarantee Pierce County 
would get an additional judge, 
but not building a new court-
house guarantees it won’t.”

Rohl said Pierce County 
needs a second judge, even 
with a full-time court commis-
sioner on staff. 

“Pierce County is fortunate 
to have a full-time court com-
missioner but the duties of a 
court commissioner are some-
what limited and a commis-
sioner cannot do everything a 
judge can do,” Rohl said. “As 
the only judge, scheduling on 
my calendar can be difficult 
and it can be frustrating for 
parties to have to wait a long 
period of time to have their 
matters heard. Whether Pierce 
County retains a full-time com-
missioner position in the future 
really depends on the needs 
and caseloads at the time that a 
new judge is added.”

Budget
The equalized value of 

Pierce County has grown 
from $3.312 billion as of Jan. 
1, 2018 to $5.422 billion for 
2023, according to Ehlers’ 
calculations. The current tax 
rate for the county portion of 
property tax bills is $3.89 per 
$1,000 of equalized value. 

“The equalized mill rate 
has been on a pretty steady 
decline,” said Financial Advi-
sor Sean Lentz from Ehlers. 
“What’s driving that in the 
county is your equalized value 
as a county is growing much 
more rapidly than your county 
levy.”

Lentz presented three bond 
options for the board to con-
sider:

$32,495,00 bond size, fully 
reimburse any preliminary ex-
penses funded from cash, level 

annual payments
$30,475,000 bond size, $2 

million cash contribution, level 
annual payments

$31,160,000 bond size, $2 
million cash contribution, pay-
ments structured to achieve 
levy target

Matthys recommended Op-
tion 2, which would increase 
a property owner’s county 
portion of their tax bill by 
$31 in 2024-25 per $100,000 
of equalized value (assuming 
there is no growth in the coun-
ty, which is unlikely). He felt 
Option 3 would box the county 
in, as far as future borrowing 
capacity is concerned. 

“With Option 3, you’d pay 
more interest, though there’d 
be less of a spike up the first 
year, but you’d pay more in the 
long run,” Lentz said. “These 
kind of legacy projects are a 
lot of money and it’s going to 
have a tax impact, but you’re 
nowhere near where the mil 
rate was in 2020 or 2021. We 
haven’t seen a meaningful de-
crease in equalized values for 
an extended period of time.”

Supervisor Sheila Lorentz 
said she wants more concrete 
information as to why a new 
judicial facility is needed. 
She asked for more informa-
tion about which departments 
would stay at the downtown 
courthouse. 

“Not just in generic terms,” 
she said. “I have questions 
about the absolute necessity.” 

Supervisor Neil Gulbranson 
told her the District Court has 
said its criteria was not met 
by turning the former coun-
ty board room into a hearing 
room, especially since there is 
only one exit. The courthouse 
contains one judge’s chambers 
when it needs two, plus there 
is nowhere to house juries to 
keep them sequestered. 

“Just yesterday (Dec. 18), 
there were 80 potential jurors 
at a case,” Gulbranson said. 
“They had a jury trial plus vic-
tims, plus defendants, over 100 
people on that top floor. Stand-
ing in line to use two bath-
rooms, and they had to bring in 
ramps for a handicapped per-
son. Where do you put these 
people? You can’t have jurors 
going all over the place. I think 
we should move forward just 
as fast as we can. We’ve de-
layed this for years.”

The first reading on a reso-
lution authorizing the borrow-
ing not to exceed $30,475,000 
and providing for the issuance 
and sale of general obligation 
bonds will take place at the 
January County Board meet-
ing, scheduled for 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 23.

Pierce County judicial facility history
Pierce County Adminis-

trator Jason Matthys com-
piled a timeline of the judicial 
facility discussion following 
questions from the Decem-
ber Finance & Personnel 
Committee meeting. This 
and meeting minutes past 
discussions were distributed 
to county board members on 
Dec. 15.

The current courthouse, 
located at 414 W. Main St. in 
Ellsworth, was built in 1905 
and has housed the Circuit 
Court since that time. There 
continues to be ongoing and 
increasing challenges with 
expansion, safety, security 
and overall operational effi-
ciencies that have been stud-
ied and considered over the 
course of 27 years. 

1996-1997: Voorhis Asso-
ciates conducted a pre-archi-
tectural program and needs 
assessment of a new Justice 
Center to include the jail, 
sheriff’s office and circuit 
court. 

1998: DLR Group, KKE 
provided a comprehensive 
analysis and project proposal 
of a Justice Center for con-
sideration with a projected 
cost of $14-$15 million. 

2012: Ad Hoc Committee 
created to study issues asso-
ciated with the county jail 
and justice system. 

2013: Ad Hoc Commit-
tee II further studies the op-
tions of a Justice Center vs. a 
standalone jail. 

2014: Ad Hoc Commit-
tee III determines final jail 
site and size, acknowledging 
that the building site should 
accommodate a future courts 
facility and is designed ac-
cordingly. 

2017: The new jail and 
sheriff’s office is constructed 

and occupied at 555 W. Over-
look Drive, Ellsworth. The 
jail site master plan accounts 
for future courts and parking. 

2020: The old county 
board room at the courthouse 
is remodeled into an addi-
tional court room to address 
the backlog and increased 
number of court cases. How-
ever, it does not meet the 
specifications and criteria of 
the District Court. 

July 2022: US Marshals 
Office conducts a security as-
sessment of the Pierce Coun-
ty Courthouse

Feb. 14, 2023: Closed 
session meeting of the Law 
Enforcement Committee 
with Judge Elizabeth Rohl to 
discuss courthouse security 
concerns. 

April 18, 2023: Closed 
session meeting of the coun-
ty board with Judge Rohl to 
discuss courthouse security 
concerns associated with the 
results of the assessment. 

April 28, 2023: Emailed 
memo from Administration 
to F&P members regarding 
the need for a Courthouse 
Facilities Needs Assessment 
and the formulation of an Ad 
Hoc committee whose re-
sponsibility would be to pro-
vide a recommendation to the 
county board. 

May 1, 2023: The F&P 
Committee creates a Judi-
cial Facilities Planning Ad 
Hoc Committee pursuant to 
4-21 (1) of the Pierce County 
Code. 

May 23, 2023: Judicial 
Facility Planning Ad Hoc 
meeting

June 5, 2023: The F&P 
committee authorizes a Ju-
dicial Facility Needs As-
sessment to be performed by 
Market & Johnson and Wold 

Architects at a cost not to ex-
ceed $21,000. 

June 6-Aug. 14, 2023: 
Wold Architects meets with 
staff from each county de-
partment to discuss projected 
staffing and space needs. 

Aug. 29, 2023: Judicial 
Facility Planning Ad Hoc 
meeting

Oct. 17, 2023: Judicial 
Facility Planning Ad Hoc 
Committee recommends ap-
proval of the Pierce County 
Courts addition concept (Op-
tion B) with a total cost of 
$30,903,822 and forward to 
F&P. 

Oct. 18, 2023: Email from 
Administration to all coun-
ty board members labeled 
“Important Update” related 
to the court facility planning, 
providing detailed informa-
tion regarding the activities 
thus far, a description of the 
proposed project, associated 
costs and next steps related 
to bond financial consulting 
services to study and consid-
er project funding options.

Oct. 25, 2023: The pro-
posed judicial facility site 
drawing and associated costs 
is published on the front page 
of the Pierce County Journal. 

Nov. 6, 2023: F&P con-
siders proposals from qual-
ified bond consulting firms: 
PMA Securities and Ehlers, 
ultimately selecting Ehlers. 

Dec. 11, 2023: A special 
F&P meeting is held to spe-
cifically discuss the proposed 
project and bonding options 
for consideration – no action 
taken. 

Dec. 19, 2023: County 
Board meeting scheduled to 
discuss the proposed project 
and bonding options for con-
sideration. 

The proposed Judicial Facility addition at the current Pierce County Sheriff’s Office would look 
like this, according to a rendering provided by Wold Architects and Market & Johnson. Image 
courtesy of Pierce County Board packet
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