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AGENDA 
 

Pickens County Administration Building 
Main Conference Room 

222 McDaniel Avenue 
Pickens, South Carolina 

 
January 10, 2022 

6:30 pm 
 

I. Welcome and Call to Order 
 Moment of Silence 
 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
II. Introduction of Members 
 
III. Approval of Minutes 
 December 13, 2021 
 
IV. Public Comments 

Members of the public are invited to address the Planning Commission on any relevant topic not listed on 
this agenda.   

 
V. Public Hearings 

 
1. LU-21-0009  Land Use request for a Salvage, Junk, Scrap Yard as defined in Section 316 of the 

Pickens County Unified Development Standards Ordinance.  The subject property is approximately 12 
acres and is located at 2120 Farrs Bridge Road, Easley.  The applicant is Andrew Donald King.  The 
property owner of record is King Land Holdings, LLC. 

 TMS#s 5111-00-82-5899 
 
2. LU-21-0010  Land Use request for a 240 unit, multi-family residential development on Calhoun 

Memorial Highway (US 123), Easley. The proposed development is located on approximately 15.1 
acres.  The applicant is Evolve Companies, LLC.  The property owner of record is The Truck Farm of 
Easley, LLC.  
TMS# 5049-14-44-3222 

 
3. SD-21-0013  Subdivision Land Use request for a one (1) lot addition to an existing development served 

by a private road (Overlook Drive).   The subject tract being divided is approximately 8.60 acres.  The 
applicant is Debra G. Nichols.  The property owner of record is the Estate of Marcus Nichols. 

 TMS# 5103-00-50-5481 
 
4. SD-21-0014  Subdivision Land Use and Variance request for a five (5) lot addition to an existing Major 

Subdivision (Laurel Ridge S/D) served by a roadway defined as a minimum maintenance road (Laurel 
Ridge Drive, Pickens). The subject tract is approximately 21.5 acres.  The applicants and property 
owners of record are is Orestes R. Rodriguez and Ada M. Rodriguez.   

 TMS# 4196-00-77-9903 
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5. SDV-21-0007  John Michael Murphree requesting a subdivision variance from the Pickens 

County development standards regarding the maximum number of lots/dwellings permitted on 
a Private Residential Access classified as a shared driveway.  The property is located on 
Lakeside Drive, Six Mile.  The property owner of record is Murphree Farm, LLC 
TMS# 4141-00-23-7048 

 
VI. Commissioners and Staff Discussion 
 
VII. Adjourn 
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PICKENS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
 

of 
 

December 13, 2021 
 

6:30pm 
 

PICKENS COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
Main Conference Room 

 
NOTICE OF MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING: Pursuant to Section 30-4-80 of the S.C. Code of Laws, annual notice of this 
Commission's meetings was provided by January 1, 2021 via the Pickens County Website and posted next to the Offices of 
the County Planning Department. In addition, the agenda for this meeting was posted outside the meeting place (Pickens 
County Administration Building Bulletin Board) and was emailed to all persons, organizations, and news media requesting 
notice. Notice for the public hearings was published in the Pickens County Courier, posted on the properties subject of public 
hearing(s), and emailed to all persons, organizations, and news media requesting notice pursuant to Section 1205(d)(1) of the 
Pickens County Unified Development Standards Ordinance. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 1 
Bobby Ballentine, Chairman 2 
Gary Stancell 3 
Phil Smith 4 
Michael Watson 5 
Bobbie Langley 6 
Jon Humphrey 7 
 8 
STAFF PRESENT: 9 
Ray Holliday, County Planner 10 
Chris Brink, Community Development Director 11 
 12 
Welcome and Call to Order 13 
 14 
Mr. Ballentine, the Presiding Official, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 15 
 16 
Mr. Ballentine asked those in attendance to join in a moment of silence and for the recital of the 17 
Pledge of Allegiance. 18 
 19 
Approval of Minutes 20 
 21 
Mr. Ballentine called for a motion regarding the minutes of the November 8, 2021 meeting.   22 
 23 
Ms. Langley motioned to approve the minutes.  Mr. Stancell seconded the motion.  The motion 24 
to approve the minutes passed unanimously. 25 
 26 
Public Comments 27 
 28 
Mr. Frank McCormack, 210 Falcon Crest Way, appeared before the Commission and spoke 29 
regarding an issue related to a RV Park and Campground that was approved in his community; 30 
that the project developer has not sited the RVs where they were approved; that one site is 31 
across a dedicated road ROW; that one unit has had a resident living in the unit past the 32 
permitted 180 days; that the developer, Mr. Anders, is not following the rules set out by council 33 
or the Planning Commission. 34 
 35 
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Public Hearings  1 
 2 
Mr. Ballentine briefly went over the procedures that will be followed for this evening’s public 3 
hearings. 4 
 5 
Mr. Ballentine opened the public hearing portion of the meeting and called for the 1st case being 6 
heard. 7 
 8 

1. SDV-21-0004  Diane Hutton requesting a subdivision variance from the 9 
Pickens County development standards regarding the minimum lot size 10 
of a parcel when served by septic and public water; to create a tract 11 
with less than 0.50 acres.  The property is located at 101 Homeland 12 
Road, Pickens.  The property owner of record is Edgar O Holder Revoc 13 
Trust/ Diane Holder Trustee, et. al. 14 
TMS# 4191-09-16-4970 15 

 16 
Mr. Ed Hutton appeared before the Commission and presented his request to split the three 17 
existing homes onto their own parcels so that he can give one to each of his daughters; that one 18 
lot will not meet minimum size requirements of ½ acre; that all the homes are served by city 19 
water (Pickens) and individual septic systems.   20 
 21 
With no additional presentation, Mr. Ballentine called for anyone else in favor or for anyone in 22 
opposition. 23 
 24 
No one appeared to speak for or against the request. 25 
 26 
Ms. Langley asked about the location of the septic systems relative to the home locations. 27 
 28 
Mr. Hutton indicated that the septic systems and field lines were all located on the tracts that 29 
have been surveyed for each home; that there was no definitive record showing exact locations 30 
but felt confident that they were located on the tracts for each house. 31 
 32 
With no additional presentation, comments, or questions, Mr. Ballentine closed the public 33 
hearing for this item and opened the floor for a motion. 34 
 35 
Mr. Smith motioned that the request be approved with a condition that Mr. Hutton provide a 36 
report on the location of each septic system. 37 
 38 
Mr. Watson seconded the motion. 39 
 40 
Ms. Langley expressed her concerns with the .37 acre tract and setting a president that could 41 
be used by adjacent property owners. 42 
 43 
Ms. Langley offered an amendment to the motion made by Mr. Smith; that, rather than a report 44 
provided, the tanks must be located on each lot and within the boundaries of each tract. 45 
 46 
Mr. Stancell seconded the motion to amend. 47 
 48 
Mr. Ballentine called for a vote on the motion to amend.  The motion passed unanimously. 49 
 50 
Mr. Ballentine called for a vote on the original motion to approve, as now amended. 51 
 52 
The motion to approve, as amended, passed unanimously. 53 
 54 
 55 
 56 
 57 
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Mr. Ballentine opened the public hearing for the next case to be heard. 1 
 2 
 3 

2. SDV-21-0005  Jared Grochowski requesting a subdivision variance from 4 
the Pickens County development standards regarding the maximum 5 
number of dwellings permitted on a single parcel.  The property is 6 
located at 156 Chippewa Drive, Pickens.  The property owner of record 7 
is H.E.A.A. Living Trust. 8 
TMS# 5105-00-89-5226 9 

 10 
Mr. Grochowski appeared before the Commission and presented his request to add one 11 
additional single family home on his property for a family member; that his property is 12 
approximately 84 acres and this home would be located between his primary residence and the 13 
one occupied by his in-laws; that this home would be for his mother; that he is not wanting to 14 
divide the property as required when adding a third home. 15 
 16 
Members of the Commission asked about the maintenance of the roadway, Chippewa Drive, 17 
and how many homes currently have access. 18 
 19 
Mr. Grochowski indicated that only one other owner utilizes Chippewa Drive; that all 20 
maintenance is done by himself; that there isn’t a standing agreement other than he has agreed 21 
to maintain the road himself. 22 
 23 
With no additional questions, presentation or comments, either for or against, Mr. Ballentine 24 
closed the public hearing for this case and called for a motion. 25 
 26 
Mr. Stancell motioned that the request be approved provided the applicant has drafted a 27 
maintenance agreement outlining maintenance responsibilities for the road. 28 
 29 
Mr. Watson seconded the motion. 30 
 31 
The motion to approve with the stated condition passed unanimously. 32 
 33 
Mr. Ballentine opened the public hearing for the next case to be heard. 34 
 35 

3. SDV-21-0006  Juventino Cabrera requesting a subdivision variance from 36 
the Pickens County development standards regarding the maximum 37 
number of lots/dwellings permitted on a Private Residential Access 38 
classified as a shared driveway.  The property is located on Gossett 39 
Lane, Central.  The property of record is Juventino Cabrera. 40 
TMS# 4075-06-27-6960 41 

 42 
 43 
Mr. Omar Cabrera, speaking and translating on behalf of the applicant Mr. Juventino Cabrera, 44 
briefly presented their request to add an additional lot onto Gossett Lane; that they are 45 
requesting only one, 1.2 acre lot and not the three that are presented on the plan; that the tract 46 
will be for Mr. Cabrera’s uncle. 47 
 48 
Mr. Smith asked if there were any agreements for the use and maintenance of Gossett Lane. 49 
 50 
Mr. Cabrera stated that they have found no such agreements for maintenance but felt that they 51 
had a right to use the drive. 52 
 53 
Mr. Watson asked about ownership of the larger 19 acre tract. 54 
 55 
Mr. Cabrera confirmed that he owns the entire tract. 56 
 57 
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The Commission continued to ask questions of the applicant relative to permitted use or right to 1 
use Gossett Lane. 2 
 3 
Mr. Cabrera indicated to the Commission that the previous owner indicated to them that they 4 
had access to Gossett and did not provide any documentation stating otherwise. 5 
 6 
The Commission asked questions regarding the exact location and placement of the proposed 7 
tract and the manufactured home proposed. 8 
 9 
Mr. Cabrera stated that the home would be located behind 102 Gossett Lane, also owned by 10 
Mr. Cabrera; that the plan was to split 3 tracts for family but now they only plan to divide the one 11 
parcel. 12 
 13 
With no additional presentation by the applicant, Mr. Ballentine opened the floor for anyone 14 
wishing to speak in opposition. 15 
 16 
Mr. Brink reminded the Commission of the written opposition received from Mr. Harris (email), 17 
which will become part of the record, as well as from Mr. Alexander, who is present. 18 
 19 
Mr. Jim Alexander appeared on behalf of the adjacent property owners in opposition to the 20 
request.  Mr. Alexander stated that the easement was only drafted in 2020 by the surveyor and 21 
has no documentation as to its existence prior to the plat being drawn; that the plan presented 22 
has not been recorded; that easement consent was only provided by the previous owner of 103 23 
Gossett Lane and that consent has been rescinded. 24 
 25 
Mr. Alexander went over the written material provided to the Commission by him earlier. 26 
 27 
Mr. Alexander stated that Mr. Cabrera has access to both 111 Gossett Lane and the rest of his 28 
property, including the proposed 1.2 acre tract, from Turkey Nob Road and direct access to 29 
Simms School Road via 102 Gossett Lane. 30 
 31 
Mr. Alexander went over the standards enumerated in the UDSO in section 1205(f). 32 
 33 
Mr. Humphrey and Mr. Watson asked questions and made comments regarding the use and 34 
access to Gossett Lane. 35 
 36 
Mr. Ballentine called for others that wished to speak in opposition. 37 
 38 
Mr. Hodges, 143 Quail Circle, spoke in opposition; that any additional lots/homes in the area 39 
would impact already low water pressure. 40 
 41 
With no one else wishing to speak in opposition, Mr. Ballentine provided a time for applicant’s 42 
rebuttal. 43 
 44 
Mr. Cabrera stated that they believe that access is allowed from Gossett Lane but would be ok 45 
utilizing Turkey Nob for access but were not prepared to go that route just yet.  He had 46 
questions regarding approval of an access from Turkey Nob. 47 
 48 
Staff stated that it would have to be approved through the normal process; that they couldn’t 49 
provide an affirmative approval without reviewing a proposal first. 50 
 51 
With no additional comments, questions, or presentations, Mr. Ballentine closed the public 52 
hearing and called for a motion. 53 
 54 
Mr. Stancell motioned that the request not be approved. 55 
 56 
Mr. Watson seconded the motion. 57 
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Ms. Langley indicated that she would not vote to approve due to questions relative to the right of 1 
access by the applicant to Gossett Lane and that he has adequate access elsewhere. 2 
 3 
The motion to not approve the request passed unanimously. 4 
 5 
Commissioners and Staff Discussion 6 
 7 
Staff updated the Commission on the Comp Plan. 8 
 9 
Adjourn  10 
 11 
There being no additional matters to be taken up by the Commission, Mr. Stancell motioned that 12 
the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Watson seconded the motion to adjourn.  The meeting was 13 
adjourned at 7:46 pm. 14 
 15 
Submitted by: 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 
___________________________  ________________________ 20 
Secretary     Date 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
Approved by: 25 
 26 
 27 
___________________________  ________________________ 28 
Chairman     Date 29 
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LU-21-0009 
Staff Report 
 
Planning Commission Public Hearing: January 10, 2022 6:30 PM  
 
   
The following report constitutes an assessment and evaluation by Planning staff on the above mentioned 
request. 
 
Applicant:    Andrew Donald King 
     PO Box 427 
     Pickens, SC 
      
 
Property Owner(s):   King Land Holdings, LLC 
     PO Box 427 
     Pickens, SC 
 
 
Property Location: 2120 Farrs Bridge Road 

Easley, SC 
 
           
Acreage: 12 acres of a 23.87 acre tract 
 
 
Tax Map Number:   5111-00-82-5899 
 
 
County Council 
District:     6 

 
 

Land Use Request: Salvage, Junk, Scrap Yard as defined in Section 316 of the 
UDSO 

 
 
Variance Request(s) from 
Planning Commission:   
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Request Background: 
 
The applicant is proposing to develop the site with 
several buildings associated with their business; three 
of the buildings and an outside storage area/sales 
yard will be used for the storage and sales of items 
and inventory collected, stored, and handled as part 
of their business operations.  The nature of the 
storage, both inside and outside, constitute a salvage, 
junk scrap yard as defined in Section 316 of the 
Pickens County UDSO. 
 
Current Property Use: 
 
The subject property is a vacant tract 
 
Surrounding Area: 
 
North: Commercial (Project Rock) and Industrial 
(former Ellison Plant – Alice Manufacturing).  Further 
to the north are large, single family residential tracts 
(2.00 acres+)  
 
South: Residential tracts immediately adjacent 
(smallest being 1.00 acre).   
 
East: Commercial and Residential/Agricultural 
 
West: Commercial Development/Commercial Park 
 
Future Land Use: 
 
The property is designated as “Community 
Commercial Center” Character Area.   
 
Utilities & Infrastructure 
 
Transportation:  
 
The property is served by SC 135 and SC 183, both 
SCDOT maintained roadways.  A portion of the 
property has frontage on an unnamed private 
commercial access roadway. 
 
Water:  
 
Public Water 
 
Sewerage: 
 
Private Septic 
 

Past Development/Approvals: 
 
N/A 
 
Photograph(s):  
 
N/A  
 
Comments from Reviewing Agencies: 
 
Pickens County Engineer:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDOT:   
 
N/A 
 
Water and Sewage Provider:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDHEC:   
 
N/A 
 
PC Emergency/Fire Services: 
 
Any proposed development would be required to 
meet minimum requirements of the adopted fire code. 
 
N/A 
 
SDPC: 
 
N/A 
 
Other Reviewing Agencies: 
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Analysis of Standards for Land Use Approval: 
 
Staff analysis of the application is made based upon the findings criteria as set forth in Section 1205(f) of the UDSO.  The 
applicant has submitted his/her response to the same findings criteria.  The Planning Commission, when considering actions 
on the application, should consider the same enumerated standards.   
 
A. Is the proposed use consistent with other uses in the area or the general development patterns occurring in the area? 
 
The proposed use as defined by the UDSO, a salvage, junk, scrap yard, would be inconsistent with the property types 
and development patterns in the general area.  The proposed use, as outlined by the applicant and properly 
conditioned to reflect the applicant’s intended development, could be consistent with other uses in the area. 
 
Will the proposed use adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property? 
 
An unconditioned salvage, junk, scrap yard as outlined in the UDSO would adversely affect the use and usability of 
most adjacent and nearby properties.  A properly conditioned use, reflective of the actual proposed use by the 
applicant, could be made to be less incompatible. 
  
B. Is the proposed use compatible with the goals, objectives, purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan? 
 
The current Comprehensive Plan identifies the area as “Community Commercial Center”.  This land use character 
area, while envisioned as places with compatible mixtures of higher intensity nonresidential development, such as 
larger scaled shopping centers and professional offices, they are intended to serve a market area of several 
neighborhoods.  The use proposed by the applicant does not fit with the intent or definition of the character area 
designation. 
 
C. Will the proposed use not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services, including but not limited 
to streets, schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection? 
 
The use and request as proposed should not cause an excessive use or burden to existing public facilities. 
 
D. Is the property suitable for the proposed use relative to the requirements set forth in this development ordinance such as 
off-street parking, setbacks, buffers, and access?     
 
Yes.  The size of the tract allows the proposed project to meet the respective standards as set forth in the Unified 
Development Standards Ordinance of Pickens County for such uses. 
 
E. Does the proposed use reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or 
general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of property?   
  
Yes.  The use and request as proposed appears to balance protection of public health and welfare with the 
unfettered use of property. 

 
 

 
 
Planning Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval, with conditions. 
 
1. All outside storage areas for materials defined by the UDSO as junk, junked vehicle, or commercial 

junk, or other items which otherwise places the proposed use under the standards of Section 316 of 
the UDSO, must meet all siting and buffer requirements of that section.  If those requirements cannot 
be met or otherwise elected not to be met by the applicant, then outside storage of any kind will not be 
permitted.  
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The following are not to be considered application specific conditions.  These are UDSO highlights which are applicable to all similar projects and 
are being provided as a reference.  These notations are not to be considered as exclusive of all Pickens County Development Standards that will 
apply: 
 
 Approval only granted as applied for by the applicant and as otherwise approved by the Planning Commission; any revision to the 

approved project plan may require re-submittal to the Planning Commission.  
 
 Approval by the Planning Commission may not include proposed site-specific design, unless or except as conditioned by the approval.   
 
 Approval by the Planning commission does not constitute approval of the required development permits nor does it alleviate the 

requirement of submitting full construction plans and preliminary plats.  Contact staff to obtain all necessary permits for development. 
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LU-21-0010 
Staff Report 
 
Planning Commission Public Hearing: January 10, 2022 6:30 PM  
 
   
The following report constitutes an assessment and evaluation by Planning staff on the above mentioned 
request. 
 
Applicant:    Evolve Companies, LLC 
     2918-A Martinsville Road 
     Greensboro, NC 
      
 
Property Owner(s):   The Truck Farm of Easley, LLC 
 
 
Property Location: US 123/Calhoun Memorial Hwy 

Easley, SC 
 
           
Acreage: 15.1 +/- acres 
 
 
Tax Map Number:   5049-14-44-3222 
 
 
County Council 
District:     6 

 
 

Land Use Request: Multi-Family Residential, 240 Unit 
 USDO Section 314 
 
 
Variance Request(s) from 
Planning Commission:   
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Request Background: 
 
The applicant is proposing to develop a 15.1 acre, 
240 Unit Multi-Family Development on the subject 
tract. 
 
Current Property Use: 
 
The subject property is a vacant tract 
 
Surrounding Area: 
 
North: Large lot residential /forested tract (+48 acres)  
 
South: Commercial   
 
East: Commercial Park 
 
West: Commercial Park 
 
Future Land Use: 
 
The property is designated as “Residential Growth” 
and “Commercial Gateway Corridor” Character Areas.   
 
Utilities & Infrastructure 
 
Transportation:  
 
The property is served by US 123, a SCDOT 
maintained roadway. 
 
Water:  
 
Public Water, ECU 
 
Sewerage: 
 
Public Sewer, ECU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past Development/Approvals: 
 
N/A 
 
Photograph(s):  
 
N/A  
 
Comments from Reviewing Agencies: 
 
Pickens County Engineer:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDOT:   
 
N/A 
 
Water and Sewage Provider:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDHEC:   
 
N/A 
 
PC Emergency/Fire Services: 
 
Any proposed development would be required to 
meet minimum requirements of the adopted fire code. 
 
N/A 
 
SDPC: 
 
N/A 
 
Other Reviewing Agencies: 
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Analysis of Standards for Land Use Approval: 
 
Staff analysis of the application is made based upon the findings criteria as set forth in Section 1205(f) of the UDSO.  The 
applicant has submitted his/her response to the same findings criteria.  The Planning Commission, when considering actions 
on the application, should consider the same enumerated standards.   
 
A. Is the proposed use consistent with other uses in the area or the general development patterns occurring in the area? 
 
The area is a developing commercial and dense residential corridor.  The proposed use is consistent with existing 
development patterns in the area.   
 
B. Will the proposed use adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property? 
 
With adherence to the standards enumerated in the UDSO, impacts on adjacent properties will be mitigated.   
  
C. Is the proposed use compatible with the goals, objectives, purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan? 
 
The current Comprehensive Plan identifies the area as “Commercial Gateway Corridor” and “Residential Growth”.  
While the proposed use doesn’t specifically fit (density) within either character area, the development patterns that 
are currently evolving in the general area outweigh the strict adherence to the Character Areas.   
 
D.   Will the proposed use not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services, including but not limited 
to streets, schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection? 
 
The use as proposed and defined by the applicant should not cause an excessive use or burden to existing public 
facilities.   
 
E.  Is the property suitable for the proposed use relative to the requirements set forth in this development ordinance such as 
off-street parking, setbacks, buffers, and access?     
 
Yes.  Placement of the proposed use on the subject property, relative to the specific standards for like facilities make 
the specific location on the site suitable for such uses. 
 
F.  Does the proposed use reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or 
general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of property?   
  
Yes.  As proposed by the applicant and as outlined in the UDSO for such uses, the proposed development of the 
property in question should provide for a balance of competing interests.  

 
 

 
 
Planning Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval as Presented 
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The following are not to be considered application specific conditions.  These are UDSO highlights which are applicable to all similar projects and 
are being provided as a reference.  These notations are not to be considered as exclusive of all Pickens County Development Standards that will 
apply: 
 
 Approval only granted as applied for by the applicant and as otherwise approved by the Planning Commission; any revision to the 

approved project plan may require re-submittal to the Planning Commission.  
 
 Approval by the Planning Commission may not include proposed site-specific design, unless or except as conditioned by the approval.   
 
 Approval by the Planning commission does not constitute approval of the required development permits nor does it alleviate the 

requirement of submitting full construction plans and preliminary plats.  Contact staff to obtain all necessary permits for development. 







Pickens County, South Carolina 
Attachment A 

 LAND USE REVIEW 
Standards of Land Use Approval Consideration  

In consideration of a land use permit, the Planning Commission shall consider factors relevant in balancing the interest in 
promoting the public health, safety, and general welfare against the right of the individual to the unrestricted use of property 
and shall specifically consider the following objective criteria.  Due weight or priority shall be given to those factors that are 
appropriate to the circumstances of each proposal. 

Please respond to the following standards in the space provided or you may use an attachment as necessary: 

(A) Is the proposed use consistent with other uses in the area or the general development patterns occurring in the
area?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(B) Will the proposed use not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(C) Is the proposed use compatible with the goals, objectives, purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

(D) Will the proposed use not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services, including but not
limited to streets, schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(E) Is the property suitable for the proposed use relative to the requirements set forth in this development ordinance
such as off-street parking, setbacks, buffers, and access?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(F) Does the proposed use reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or
general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of property?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

July 2020    Page 7 of 8 

NickM
Typewritten Text
The proposed Multi-Family development is consistent with other uses in the area which consists of a healthy mix of commercial and residential. The overall appearance of the apartments, setbacks, and building scale/character are consistent with the surrounding context.

NickM
Typewritten Text
The proposed Multi-Family development will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property. This development is consistent with other adjacent uses and supplements the demand for multi-family residential in the surrounding area. Multi-Family access will be from a  major arterial roadway and potentially through a new easement agreement with adjacent property which will limit impacts to the surrounding roadways.

NickM
Typewritten Text
The proposed Multi-Familty development is compatible with the Comprehensive Plan. Providing new, quality residences will provide opportunities to grow the population and tax base in a responsible manner through infill development which also preserves and compliments the surrounding cultural and natural resources.

NickM
Typewritten Text
The proposed Multi-family development will not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services. This development is able to be fully serviced by existing streets, schools, water, and sewer utilities. Access will be from a major arterial roadway and potentially through a new easement agreement which will limit impacts to the surrounding roadways.

NickM
Typewritten Text
The  property is suitable for the proposed Multi-Family development. There should not be any issues adhering to the requirements set forth in the development ordinance.

NickM
Typewritten Text
The proposed Multi-family development reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of property. Providing new residential opportunities other than traditional single-family housing with access to open space and amenities will help create a healthy and happy community



 

 

December 6, 2021 
 
 
Christopher Brink, AICP 
Director 
Department of Community Development   
222 McDaniel Avenue, B-10 
Pickens, South Carolina, 29671 
chrisb@co.pickens.sc.us 
 
Evolve Apartments Easley – Letter of Intent 
 
Dear Mr. Brink: 
Please see below for the Letter of Intent (“LOI”) and attached supporting documentation for 
Evolve Apartments Easley: 

 
Property Information: 
The tax parcel number is as follows: 

 TMS#: 5049-14-44-3222 (See attached PLAT) 
 
1. Statement as to what the property is to be used for: 

 This portion of the property is to be developed into apartments (multi-family attached 
housing). Two-hundred forty (240) apartments units are proposed along with ±2.3 acres 
of dedicated open space and amenity areas 

 
2. Acreage or size of the tract: 

 This development tract consists of 15.1 contiguous acres.  
 

3. Land use requested: 
 Multi-Family Attached Housing (Apartments)  

 
4. Number of lots and number of dwelling units or number of buildings proposed: 

 Two-hundred forty (240) dwelling units are proposed on 15.1 acres. Total density for the 
development will be up to 16.0 dwelling units/acre. Up to ten (10) apartments buildings 
are proposed, each comprised of approximately twenty-four (24) to twenty-eight (28) 
dwelling units. Refer to conceptual site plan for additional information. 
 

5. Building size(s) proposed: 
 Apartment buildings will be 3-stories approximately 40,000 SF in size. Depending on 

final grading, some buildings may consist of 3/4-story splits. 
 Amenity areas totaling up to ±7000 SF 

 

6. If a variance of the subdivision regulations is also being requested, a brief explanation must 
also be included: 

 No variance is requested. This development proposes to utilize the Pickens County 
Section 314 Multi-Family Residential Developments. 

  



 

12/6/2021 Page 2 of 2  

7. Additional information: 
 Sanitary sewer service is available near the site through Easley Combined Utilities. 

Refer to attached sewer map for additional information. Municipal water is al 
 The development will meet the requirements of Pickens County and SCDHEC for 

stormwater. 
 Any signage related to the proposed development will meet the requirements of Pickens 

County’s sign ordinance. 
 The development will meet the requirements of Pickens County for buffering and 

landscaping. 
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SD-21-0013 
Staff Report 
 
Planning Commission Public Hearing: January 10, 2022 6:30 PM  
 
   
The following report constitutes an assessment and evaluation by Planning staff on the above mentioned 
request. 
 
Applicant:    Debra G. Nichols 
     156 Overlook Drive 
     Pickens, SC 
      
 
Property Owner(s):   The Estate of Marcus Nichols 
 
 
Property Location: 156 Overlook Drive 
  
           
Acreage: 8.60 acres 
 
 
Tax Map Number:   5103-00-50-5481 
 
 
County Council 
District:     3 

 
 

Land Use Request: 1 lot division on a Private Road 
 
 
Variance Request(s) from 
Planning Commission:   
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Request Background: 
 
The applicant is requesting approval to divide an 
existing parcel located on Overlook Drive, a Private 
Road; creating one additional tract.   
 
Current Property Use: 
 
The project is currently one, larger tract (8.60 acres) 
located on Overlook Drive, a Private Road and is 
located in the Middle Mountain S/D. 
 
Surrounding Area: 
 
North: Residential 
 
South: Residential 
 
East: Residential 
 
West: Residential 
 
Future Land Use: 
 
The property is designated as “Rural Residential” 
Character Area.   
 
Utilities & Infrastructure 
 
Transportation:  
 
The property is served by Overlook Drive, a Private 
Road.  The nearest publicly maintained road is also 
Overlook Drive, which becomes a private road 
approximately 1075' from the property. 
 
Water:  
 
Public, Pickens 
 
Sewerage: 
 
Private Septic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past Development/Approvals: 
 
N/A 
 
Photograph(s):  
 
N/A  
 
Comments from Reviewing Agencies: 
 
Pickens County Engineer:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDOT:   
 
N/A 
 
Water and Sewage Provider:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDHEC:   
 
N/A 
 
PC Emergency/Fire Services: 
 
N/A 
 
SDPC: 
 
N/A 
 
Other Reviewing Agencies: 
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Analysis of Standards for Land Use Approval: 
 
Staff analysis of the application is made based upon the findings criteria as set forth in Section 1205(f) of the UDSO.  The 
applicant has submitted his/her response to the same findings criteria.  The Planning Commission, when considering actions 
on the application, should consider the same enumerated standards.   
 
A. Is the proposed use consistent with other uses in the area or the general development patterns occurring in the area? 
 
The subject property is located within an existing residential development known as Middle Mountain.  The 
proposed property division will be in keeping with the other tracts within the development. 
 
B. Will the proposed use adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property? 
 
With adherence to the standards enumerated in the UDSO, the use and request as proposed should not negatively 
affect the existing use of adjacent property.   
 
C. Is the proposed use compatible with the goals, objectives, purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan? 
 
The proposed use is consistent with the adopted Future Land Use/Character Area map of the Comprehensive 
Plan; the Character Area designation for the area is Rural Residential. 
 
D. Will the proposed use not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services, including but not limited 
to streets, schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection? 
 
The proposed use, alone and as proposed and defined by the applicant, should not cause an excessive use or 
burden to existing public facilities.   
 
E. Is the property suitable for the proposed use relative to the requirements set forth in this development ordinance such as 
off-street parking, setbacks, buffers, and access?     
 
The size of the tract allows the proposed project to meet the respective standards as set forth in the Unified 
Development Standards Ordinance of Pickens County for such uses. 
 
F. Does the proposed use reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or 
general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of property?   
  
Yes.  The use and request as proposed appears to balance protection of public health and welfare with the 
unfettered use of property. 

 
 

 
 
Planning Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval 
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The following are not to be considered application specific conditions.  These are UDSO highlights which are applicable to all similar projects and 
are being provided as a reference.  These notations are not to be considered as exclusive of all Pickens County Development Standards that will 
apply: 
 
 Approval only granted as applied for by the applicant and as otherwise approved by the Planning Commission; any revision to the 

approved project plan may require re-submittal to the Planning Commission.  
 
 Approval by the Planning Commission may not include proposed site-specific design, unless or except as conditioned by the approval.   
 
 Approval by the Planning commission does not constitute approval of the required development permits nor does it alleviate the 

requirement of submitting full construction plans and preliminary plats.  Contact staff to obtain all necessary permits for development. 
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SD-21-0014 
Staff Report 
 
Planning Commission Public Hearing: January 10, 2022 6:30 PM  
 
   
The following report constitutes an assessment and evaluation by Planning staff on the above mentioned 
request. 
 
Applicant:    Orestes Rodriguez and Ada Rodriguez 
     223 Furman Road 
     Pickens, SC 
      
 
Property Owner(s):   Orestes Rodriguez and Ada Rodriguez 
 
 
Property Location: Lot 19, Laurel Ridge S/D 
 Laurel Ridge Drive 
 
           
Acreage: 21.5 +- Acres 
 
 
Tax Map Number:   4196-00-77-9903 
 
 
County Council 
District:     3 

 
 

Land Use Request: 5 lot addition to an existing Major Subdivision – Laurel Ridge 
 
 
Variance Request(s) from 
Planning Commission: Division of property served by a substandard street/roadway 

defined as a “minimum maintenance road”…UDSO Sections 1010  
and 1011.   
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Request Background: 
 
The applicant is requesting approval to divide an 
existing parcel located in the Laurel Ridge S/D; 
creating 5 additional lots within the previously 
approved major subdivision.  In addition to the 
proposed division of the larger tract, the applicant 
also requests relief from the requirements that the 
road serving the proposed new lots be a standard 
county road; that the division be allowed to have sole 
access onto a substandard street as classified by the 
UDSO and defined as a “minimum maintenance 
road”.   
 
Current Property Use: 
 
The project is currently one, larger tract (21.5+ acres) 
located within the Laurel Ridge S/D. 
 
Surrounding Area: 
 
North: Residential 
 
South: Residential 
 
East: Residential 
 
West: Residential 
 
Future Land Use: 
 
The property is designated as “Rural Residential” 
Character Area.   
 
Utilities & Infrastructure 
 
Transportation:  
 
The property is served by Laurel Ridge Drive, a 
county maintained, “minimum maintenance road”. 
 
Water:  
 
Private Well 
 
Sewerage: 
 
Private Septic 
 
 
 
 

Past Development/Approvals: 
 
N/A 
 
Photograph(s):  
 
N/A  
 
Comments from Reviewing Agencies: 
 
Pickens County Engineer:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDOT:   
 
N/A 
 
Water and Sewage Provider:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDHEC:   
 
N/A 
 
PC Emergency/Fire Services: 
 
Provisions should be considered that would provide 
adequate firefighting capabilities (dry hydrant, well 
capacity) 
 
SDPC: 
 
N/A 
 
Other Reviewing Agencies: 
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Analysis of Standards for Land Use Approval: 
 
Staff analysis of the application is made based upon the findings criteria as set forth in Section 1205(f) of the UDSO.  The 
applicant has submitted his/her response to the same findings criteria.  The Planning Commission, when considering actions 
on the application, should consider the same enumerated standards.   
 
A. Is the proposed use consistent with other uses in the area or the general development patterns occurring in the area? 
 
The subject property is located within an existing residential development known as Laurel Ridge.  The proposed 
property division will be in keeping with the other tracts within the development. 
 
B. Will the proposed use adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property? 
 
With adherence to the standards enumerated in the UDSO, the use and request as proposed should not negatively 
affect the existing use of adjacent property.   
 
C. Is the proposed use compatible with the goals, objectives, purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan? 
 
The proposed use is consistent with the adopted Future Land Use/Character Area map of the Comprehensive 
Plan; the Character Area designation for the area is Rural Residential. 
 
D. Will the proposed use not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services, including but not limited 
to streets, schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection? 
 
The proposed use may cause an excessive use or burden to existing public facilities.  The cumulative effect of 
divisions of property on minimum maintenance roads puts the county in a position of additional, unexpected 
maintenance on a road that, by definition, is the lowest for maintenance priority. 
 
E. Is the property suitable for the proposed use relative to the requirements set forth in this development ordinance such as 
off-street parking, setbacks, buffers, and access?     
 
The size of the tract allows the proposed project to meet the respective standards as set forth in the Unified 
Development Standards Ordinance of Pickens County for such uses. 
 
F. Does the proposed use reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or 
general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of property?   
  
Yes.  The use and request as proposed appears to balance protection of public health and welfare with the 
unfettered use of property. 

 
 

 
 
Planning Staff Recommendation (subdivision land use only): 
 
No Recommendation. 
 
While the actual division of the property has staff’s support (that it meets minimum requirements regarding 
sizes, layout, frontage, total increase in S/D lot #, etc.), the division on a minimum maintenance road, with no 
plan by the community to upgrade the roadway, causes staff some concern.  Additional lot in the development 
could be open to future divisions, due to their existing sizes, thereby escalating the impact on a roadway that 
does not meet minimum county standards for local streets; even though it is maintained by the county at the 
lowest priority. 
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As is current staff practice, staff recommendations are not typically given for variance requests.  However, if 
conditions are contemplated to be attached to an approval, staff would be available to assist in properly 
crafting said conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following are not to be considered application specific conditions.  These are UDSO highlights which are applicable to all similar projects and 
are being provided as a reference.  These notations are not to be considered as exclusive of all Pickens County Development Standards that will 
apply: 
 
 Approval only granted as applied for by the applicant and as otherwise approved by the Planning Commission; any revision to the 

approved project plan may require re-submittal to the Planning Commission.  
 
 Approval by the Planning Commission may not include proposed site-specific design, unless or except as conditioned by the approval.   
 
 Approval by the Planning commission does not constitute approval of the required development permits nor does it alleviate the 

requirement of submitting full construction plans and preliminary plats.  Contact staff to obtain all necessary permits for development. 



 

 
 

Community development 
BUILDING CODES ADMINISTRATION • STORMWATER MANAGEMENT • PLANNING 

222 MCDANIEL AVENUE, B‐10 • PICKENS, SC 29671 • 864.898.5950 • WWW.CO.PICKENS.SC.US 

 APPLICATION FOR:                                

□ Land Use Review /Subdivision Review              

□ Subdivision Variance                    Case No.:  _________- _________ - _________
       
Note to Applicant:  All applications must be typed or legibly printed and all entries must be completed on all the 
required application forms.  If you are uncertain to the applicability of an item, please contact a member of the 
Planning Staff.  Incomplete applications or applications submitted after the posted deadlines will be delayed. 
 
Name of Applicant ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone ______________________________Email_______________________________________________ 
 
Applicant is the:  Owner’s Agent _________________ Property Owner __________________ 
 
Property Owner(s) of Record___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone ______________________________Email_______________________________________________ 
 
 
Authorized Representative_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone ______________________________Email_______________________________________________ 
 
 
Address/Location of Property ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Existing Land Use __________________________Proposed Land Use _________________________________ 
 
Tax Map Number(s) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Total Size of Project (acres) _______________                      Number of Lots ________________________  
 
Utilities: 
 
Proposed Water Source:  Wells          Public Water        Water District: _______________________ 

Proposed Sewer:          Onsite  Septic                Public Sewer Sewer District: _______________ 
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Orestes R. Rodriguez & Ada M. Rodriguez

223 Furman Road, Pickens SC 29671

305-542-8905 ORodriguez@RPParchitects.com

x

Orestes R. Rodriguez & Ada M. Rodriguez

223 Furman Road, Pickens SC 29671

305 542 8905 ORodriguez@RPParchitects.com

Timberland Residential / Timberland / Agricultural

4196-00-77-9903

Track 19, Laurel Ridge Subdivision, PB37 PG70, Pickens County, SC

21.5 5



 

Application for Land Use Review                                   Pickens County, South Carolina 
 

REQUEST FOR VARIANCE (IF APPLICABLE): 
Is there a variance request from the subdivision regulations or county road ordinance?    Yes          No 
If YES, applicant must include explanation of request and give appropriate justifications. 
 
RESTRICTIVE CONVENANT STATEMENT 
 
Pursuant to South Carolina Code of Laws 6-29-1145: 
 
I (we) certify as property owner(s) or as authorized representative for this request that the referenced property: 
□ IS subject to recorded restrictive covenants and that the applicable request(s) is permitted, or not other
 wise in violation, of the same recorded restrictive covenants.   
□ IS subject to recorded restrictive covenants and that the applicable request(s) was not permitted, however 
 a waiver has been granted as provided for in the applicable covenants. (Applicant must provide an original 
 of the applicable issued waiver)  
□ IS NOT subject to recorded restrictive covenants 
 
SIGNATURE(S) OF APPLICANTS(S):   
 
I (we) certify as property owners or authorized representative that the information shown on and any attachment to 
this application is accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge, and I (we) understand that any inaccuracies may be 
considered just cause for postponement of action on the request and/or invalidation of this application or any action 
taken on this application.    
 
I (we) further authorize staff of Pickens County to inspect the premises of the above-described property at a time 
which is agreeable to the applicant/property owner. 
 
_______________________________________   ____________________________ 
Signature of Applicant      Date 
 
PROPERTY OWNER’S CERTIFICATION 

 
The undersigned below, or as attached, is the owner of the property considered in this application and understands 
that an application affecting the use of the property has been submitted for consideration by the Pickens County 
Planning Commission. 
 
_______________________________________   ____________________________ 
Signature of Owner(s)      Date 

 
PICKENS COUNTY STAFF USE ONLY 
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Planning Commission Hearing Date ______________________ 
 
Deadline for Notice to Paper ___________to run ____________ 
 
Letter of Hearing Sent to Applicant _______________________ 
 
Sign Placement Deadline ______________________________ 
 
Planning Commission Action(date)_______________________ 

□ Approval       □  Approval w/ modifications   □  Denial 

Modifications ________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Notice of Action to Applicant _________________  

Date Received _____________  Received By ______________ 
 

Pre-Application meeting held with ___________on __________ 
 

Application Forwarded to (date): 

DHEC  _____________________  □ N/A   

County Engineer _________________  □ N/A 

SCDOT  _____________________  □ N/A 

Local VFD  _____________________  □ N/A 

School Board ____________________  □ N/A 
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 Pickens County, South Carolina 
 Attachment A 

 LAND USE REVIEW 
 Standards of Land Use Approval Consideration  
 
In consideration of a land use permit, the Planning Commission shall consider factors relevant in balancing the interest in 
promoting the public health, safety, and general welfare against the right of the individual to the unrestricted use of property 
and shall specifically consider the following objective criteria.  Due weight or priority shall be given to those factors that are 
appropriate to the circumstances of each proposal. 
 
Please respond to the following standards in the space provided or you may use an attachment as necessary: 
 

(A) Is the proposed use consistent with other uses in the area or the general development patterns occurring in the 
 area? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (B) Will the proposed use not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(C) Is the proposed use compatible with the goals, objectives, purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(D) Will the proposed use not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services, including but not 
 limited to streets, schools, water or sewer utilities, and police or fire protection? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(E) Is the property suitable for the proposed use relative to the requirements set forth in this development ordinance 
 such as off-street parking, setbacks, buffers, and access? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(F) Does the proposed use reflect a reasonable balance between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or 
 general welfare and the right to unrestricted use of property? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Proposed use is consitent with other uses in the area.

Proposed use will not adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby properties.

Proposed use is compatible with goals, objectives, purpose and intent of Comprehensive Plan.

Proposed use will not cause an excessive or burdensome use of public facilities or services.

Property is suitable fo rthe proposed use relative to the requirements set forth in this development ordinance.

Proposed use reflects a reasonable balnace between the promotion of the public health, safety, morality, or 

general wellfare and the right to unrestricted use of property.
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Date: October 25th, 2021 
 
From:  Orestes R. Rodriguez & Ada Maria Rodriguez 

223 Furman Road, Pickens, SC 29671 
Telephone: 305-542-8905 
Email: ORRodriguez@bellsouth.net 

 
To:  Planning Department 

Pickens County, South Carolina 
 
Re: LAND USE PERMIT AND PRELIMINARY PLAT APPLICATION FOR 
 PROPOSED LAUREL RIDGE TRACK 19 SUBDIVISION 
 TAX MAP NUMBER 4196-00-77-9903 
 

LETTER OF INTENT 

Pursuant to provisions of the Unified Development Standards Ordinance of Pickens County, South 
Carolina, and other applicable codes and regulations, we kindly request review and approval of hereby 
proposed land use and subdivision of existing Track 19 of Laurel Ridge Subdivision recorded in Plat Book 
37 / Page 70 of Pickens County, South Carolina., as follows: 

1. We are the owners of record for the subject property. 

2. Subject property tax map number is 4196-00-77-9903. 

3. Subject property size is 21.50 acres gross (20.25 acres net excluding dedicated right-of-way) 

4. Existing use of the property is timberland. 

5. Our objectives are primarily related to estate planning purposes (such as building our retirement 
homestead and transfer portion of the property to our children for the purpose of building their 
own homestead) while achieving economic viability from the highest and best use of the land. 

6. Proposed use of the property is agricultural timberland and rural character residential. 

7. Proposed number of lots is five (5) lots. 

8. Proposed number of dwelling units is five (5) single family units (1 each lot) and other 
accessories and related buildings as permitted by the UDSO in accordance with rural residential 
character developments. 

9. Proposed minimum residential building size is 1,000 SF of heated space and as otherwise 
required by applicable codes and standards, whichever is greater. 

10. Required subdivision improvements such as access right of way and street improvements are 
existing. Accordingly, development improvements of proposed subdivision are limited to future 
residential buildings, private well water supply systems, private sanitary disposal systems, and 
private driveways for each lot. 

11. Electrical power and communication services are existing and readily available along the front 
property line of each proposed lot. Accordingly, installation and/or construction of such utilities 
will be limited to future service drops to each lot at time of building construction. 
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12. Existing topography and other natural features of the land are suitable and compatible with 
proposed and intended use(s). Accordingly, site grading and similar land disturbing construction 
activities resulting from proposed subdivision and land use will be limited to future residential 
buildings construction at each lot. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________________ 

Orestes R. Rodriguez, Owner   Ada M. Rodriguez, Owner 
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SDV-21-0007 
Staff Report 
 
Planning Commission Public Hearing: January 10, 2022 6:30 PM  
 
   
The following report constitutes the assessment and evaluation by Planning staff on the above mentioned 
request. 
 
Applicant:    John Michael Murphree 
     656 Lakeside Drive 
     Six Mile, SC 
 
Property Owner(s):   Murphree Farm, LLC 
 
Property Location:   Lakeside Drive 
     Six Mile 
           
Acreage: 1.5 acres of a 48.88 acre tract 
 
Tax Map Number:   4141-00-23-7048 
 
County Council 
District:     2 

 
Land Use Request: N/A 
 
Variance Request(s) from 
Planning Commission: Variance from the Pickens County development standards related 

to the maximum number of lots/dwellings permitted on a private 
residential access classified as a shared driveway  
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Request Background: 
 
The applicant is requesting a variance from Section 
1012(a) of the UDSO relative to the number of 
lots/dwellings allowed access to a private 
residential access classified as a “shared 
driveway”.  The proposed lot/dwelling will be the 4th 
to be served by a shared driveway.  The UDSO 
limits the number of lots dwelling served by a 
shared driveway to no more than three (3).    
 
Current Property Use: 
 
There are currently three (3) single family residences 
utilizing the un-named shared driveway for access.  
The proposed additional dwelling would be the 4th to 
utilize the shared driveway for access. 
  
Utilities & Infrastructure 
 
Transportation:  
 
The property is served by Lakeside Drive, a county 
maintained roadway.  The proposed tract will be 
served by the un-named shared driveway only. 
 
Water:  
 
Private well 
 
Sewerage: 
 
Individual, private septic 

Photograph(s):  
 
N/A  
 
Comments from Reviewing Agencies: 
 
Pickens County Engineer:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDOT:   
 
N/A 
 
Water and Sewage Provider:   
 
N/A 
 
SCDHEC:   
 
N/A 
 
Other Reviewing Agencies: 
 
N/A
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Recommendation: 
 
As is current staff practice, recommendations are not given for variance requests.  However, if 
conditions are contemplated to be attached to an approval, staff would be available to assist in 
properly crafting said conditions. 
 
Staff would ask that the applicant coordinate with the Addressing Coordinator regarding the naming 
of the shared driveway; to differentiate it from “Lakeside Drive”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following are not to be considered application specific conditions.  These are UDSO highlights which are applicable to all similar projects 
and are being provided as a reference.  These notations are not to be considered as exclusive of all Pickens County Development Standards 
that will apply: 
 
 Approval only granted as applied for by the applicant and as otherwise approved by the Planning Commission; any revision to the 
approved project plan may require re-submittal to the Planning Commission.  
 
 Approval by the Planning Commission may not include proposed site-specific design, unless or except as conditioned by the 
approval.   
 
Approval by the Planning commission does not constitute approval of the required development permits nor does it alleviate the requirement of 
submitting full construction plans and preliminary plats.  Contact staff to obtain all necessary permits for development. 
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