
Disclaimer:  This information is meant to aid potential applicants 
in understanding the subdivision procedures.  This brochure does 
not take the place of Chapter 237, Subdivision Regulations, nor any 
other regulation or ordinance that might apply to an application.   
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The Applicant’s 
Guide to 
Subdivision 

Subdivisions are any proposal that involves the 
division of a lot, tract, or parcel of land into two 
or more lots, plat, sites, or other divisions of 
land for the purpose, whether immediate or 
future, of sale, rent, lease, condominium con-
veyance or building development.  The division 
of a parcel of land held in common and subse-
quently divided into parts among several own-
ers is also considered to be a subdivision. 
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Below are the types of subdivisions defined by 
state law.  The difference in the type of subdivi-
sion is applicable to the types of information and 
detail that would be required for each of these 
types of proposals. 

Major Subdivision:  The creation of four 
or more lots.  In Peterborough, it is also 
one that involves the creation of new 
streets and/or utilities, regardless of the 
number of lots. 

Minor Subdivision:  The creation of no 
more than three lots.  In Peterborough, it is 
also one that has no potential for resubdivi-
sion on an existing street, and which does 
not involve the creation of  new street, 
utilities, or municipal improvements. 

Lot (or Boundary) Line Adjustment:  
Minor adjustments to a boundary line that 
do not create buildable lots. 

Technical Subdivision:  Subdividing 
land off of one parcel and merging it with 
an abutting parcel.  Similar to lot line ad-
justment, but may not be achievable simply 
by shifting a line. 

What are the Types of Subdivisions? 



All land use activities that are subject to 
the Subdivision Regulations are processed 
by the Peterborough Planning Board.  
The Board holds it regular meetings the 
second Monday of every month beginning 
at 7 P.M. in the Selectmen’s Room of the 
Town House. 

Applications for subdivision are filed with 
the Office of Community Development 
(OCD), located in the lower level of the 
Town House.  Application forms, as well 
as the entire Regulation (Chapter 237), 
are available at the OCD and online.   

The filing schedule is posted at OCD and 
online, but generally the deadline is the 
third Tuesday of each month to be on the 
agenda for the following month.   

The application form states what informa-
tion needs to be submitted to constitute a 
complete application, depending on the 
type of application being filed.  There are 
also filing fees to cover the cost of notic-
ing the abutters and posting a notice in 
the newspaper of the required public 
hearing.  OCD staff are available to help 
prospective applicants through the proc-
ess. 

The Appl icat ion 
Process  Submitta l  of  Appl icat ions  

Applications are filed with the OCD, 
but the actual submittal can only take 
place at the Planning Board meeting.  
The staff of OCD process the applica-
tion, which includes reviewing the ap-
plication for completeness, posting the 
required public notices, sending notices 
to all abutters and other affected par-
ties, and scheduling the submittal of the 
application at the appropriate Planning 
Board meeting. 

There is a separate application form for 
each type of subdivision (for example, 
major or minor); the accompanying 
checklist of submission items varies, as 
well, for each type of application. 

For larger projects the Director of Pub-
lic Works and the Police and Fire Chief 
participate in staff review. 

If any application is found to be incom-
plete, OCD staff will communicate this 
to the applicant and work with him or 
her to determine whether the applica-
tion can move forward or must be ta-
bled.  Typically, incomplete applica-
tions would not be placed on the 
Board’s agenda. 

A staff report prepared by the OCD 
Director that includes any other De-
partment comments is sent to the Plan-
ning Board and the applicant approxi-
mately five days prior to the scheduled 
meeting.   

In the case of any application that is lack-
ing some submission items, t he staff re-
port will note this (and advise the appli-
cant), along with an opinion as to 
whether or it affects moving forward.  
That decision, however, can only be 
made by the Board. 

Board Act ion on            
Applicat ions  

Most applications are heard and voted on 
the same evening.  Larger projects typi-
cally take more than one meeting to de-
cide; it is a function of the amount of in-
formation and detail that needs to be re-
viewed by staff, the Board, and in some 
cases, a third party peer review. 

Customary Board procedure, especially if 
there are multiple applications on the 
agenda, is to hear all of the applications, 
in the order in which they appear on the 
agenda, and then deliberate after all ap-
plications have been presented and heard. 

Following the meeting, a Notice of Deci-
sion is prepared and signed by the Chair 
or Vice-Chair and sent to the applicant.  
In the case of a denial, the Decision will 
include the reasons for the denial and the 
process for an appeal. 


	Tel.:  (603) 924-8000 ext. 104

	Email:  ocd@townofpeterborough.us 

	The Applicant’s Guide to Subdivision

	What is a Subdivision?

	Town of Peterborough

	Town of Peterborough

	1 Grove street

	Peterborough, new Hampshire 03458

	www.townofpeterborough.us 

	What are the Types of Subdivisions?

	The Application Process

	Submittal of Applications

	Board Action on            Applications



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



