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A Hillsborough County Grand Jury-
Southern District has indicted Robert
Gagnon, 45, of Manchester, for first-de-
gree murder in the death of 83-year-old
Robert Prest in Lyndebor-
ough last Nov. 23, as well as attempted
murder in the shooting of Carlos Quin-
tong, 44, in Brookline that same day.

According to a release Thursday
from state Attorney General John
For mella’s office, Gagnon was in-
dicted Feb. 16 for allegedly intentionally
killing Prest by striking him multiple
times in the head, and in an alternative
count, knowingly causing his death
while attempting to commit a robbery
using a deadly weapon – a hatchet.

Along with the murder and at-

Manchester man indicted in the
fatal beating and armed
robbery of Robert Prest
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The New Ipswich Planning Board
accepted the application by Silver
Scone Teas for a site plan review of
its proposed tea party event busi-
ness, but discussions will continue
for at least one more hearing.

After reviewing the application,
the board unanimously voted to ac-
cept the application as substantially
complete, and heard from abutters
and other interested parties, but did
not enter deliberations, instead con-

Tea party business is now in
front of the Planning Board
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STAFF PHOTO BY ASHLEY SAARI—
Jaffrey Community Power members Sue Sturges and Kevin Chamberlain review the Jaffrey Community Power Plan.

TOWN MEETING

By ASHLEY SAARI
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

Jaffrey residents had the opportunity to
meet candidates for town offices during a can-
didates’ night on Thursday.

All candidates in Jaffrey, including those
running for school district positions, are doing
so uncontested this year.

Charlie Turcotte, the candidate running for
the seat soon to be left empty by Selectman
Jack Belletete, who is not running for re-elec-
tion this year, is not a stranger to municipal po-
sitions, though if elected this will be his first
stint on the Select Board. Turcotte, who moved
to Jaffrey with his wife in retirement, said he
came to town with a desire to be active in the
community. Since his arrival, he has become a
member of the Jaffrey Veterans of Foreign
Wars post, the town’s Historical Society and
Cemetery Committee, and has been a member
of the town’s Budget Committee for the past
six years.

“I’m running for this office, not because I
have an agenda,” Turcotte said. “This is just
another way to serve the town and be an active
participant.”

Turcotte said his history on other boards,
particularly the Budget Committee, which has
included building relationships with the town’s
department heads, gives him a foothold in the
job. His priority, if elected, would be to shep-

By ASHLEY SAARI and ROWAN WILSON
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

This year, voters in several towns have the
option to adopt the concept of community
power, which is aimed at pooling customers’
collective buying power to negotiate the best
available electricity rates while also giving
individuals more options for receiving their
energy from renewable sources.

Most electric customers pay the default
rate provided by Eversource, the state’s en-
ergy distributor. However, by law, Eversource
must set its prices every six months at a set
time, and then that price is locked in for the
next six months.

Community power agreements seek bet-
ter rates through alternative energy suppli-
ers, at the best time. This is a process any in-
dividual can do at any time, but doing so as a
group gives more leverage in negotiation.

There are two main routes towns are ex-

ploring – working individually through a bro-
ker or joining a coalition of towns. In south-
ern New Hampshire, Cheshire County has
formed a coalition which some towns are
seeking to enroll in, while others will be work-
ing individually.

Kevin Chamberlain, a member of the Jaf-
frey Select Board who also serves as the
chair of Jaffrey’s Community Power Commit-
tee, said Jaffrey uses more than a million kilo-
watts per hour annually. Even a small savings
in electricity rates adds up to large savings
overall, Chamberlain said.

“Those are real dollars,” he said. “And
there’s no negative drawbacks. There’s a lot
of articles we’re going to talking about this
year where we’re asking for money. This one
saves you money.”

And it provides an avenue for more people
to source energy from renewable resources,

Residents to vote
on community power

ELEVATING LOCAL VOICES
Ja ff rey

c a n d i d ate s
i n t ro d u ce d

For information on local candidates in
contested races, see Pages 3 and 4.
To learn about the difference between
Town Meeting and SB2 formats, see
Page 5.
To see voting times and locations for
local elections and Town Meeting, see
Page 6. SEE CANDIDATE S A8
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something residents of Jaffrey
said they wanted. In a commu-
nity survey, 61 percent of Jaf-
frey respondents said they’d
use more renewable energy
resources if they could pay
about the same as they were
currently, and an additional 9
percent said they would pay
more for more renewables,
and 7 percent said they would
pay more for fully renewable
sources.

Margaret Dillon, a member
of Jaffrey’s Community Power
Committee, said more people
asking for more renewables is
a way to send a message to the
market that renewables are
valuable to the purchasers.

The following efforts are
ongoing in other local towns.

Benning ton
Bennington has assembled

a Community Power Commit-
tee, which is in the process of
researching community
p o w e r.

Dublin
Dublin has an article on its

warrant asking whether there
is community support to opt
into Cheshire County’s com-
munity power plan. Cheshire
County is the only county that
is a member of Community
Power Coalition of New Hamp-
shire (CPCNH), which will of-
fer an opt-in program for resi-
dents, businesses and munic-
ipalities in the county once
they roll out their plan. The
Dublin Energy Committee
proposed the article after
hosting educational meetings
with speakers who discussed
community power and held a
public meeting with Terry
Clark, who is on the board of
directors of CPCNH. Select
Board member Susan Peters
said a survey was sent out,
and both the survey and war-
rant article are meant to
“gauge community interest.”

Because Cheshire County
has partnered with CPCNH,
the Dublin Select Board has
the authority to opt the town
into the county’s plan. If
adopted, Eversource cus-
tomers will be automatically
enrolled and have the ability to
opt-out of the plan.

“My sense is that our Select
Board will consider commu-
nity interest and input to be
very important in making such
a decision,” Peters said.

Hanc ock
There will be an article on

the Hancock warrant asking
residents to vote on whether
the town will adopt the Han-
cock Community Power Com-
mittee’s community power
plan. If approved, the plan
would automatically enroll all
Eversource customers in
Hancock, who would have the
ability to opt-out of the plan.
Those who are not Eversource
customers can opt-in.

Community Power Com-
mittee member Kathy Ander-
son said if the warrant article
passes, the next step would be
to submit the plan to the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission,
which can take up to 60 days to
approve.

“The Hancock committee
will continue gathering infor-
mation to choose what route
we'll take, either going with
the nonprofit CPCNH or a for-
profit,” Anderson said. Han-
cock will only move forward
with the plan if the electricity
rate through the program is
less than it would be through
Eversource. The committee’s
best estimate is that the plan
would launch in the spring of
2024.

Jaf frey
Jaffrey has drafted a com-

munity power plan, which is
available for review on the

t o w n’s website, and voters will
have the opportunity to adopt
the plan during Town Meeting
on March 18.

The town has submitted
the plan to the Public Utilities
Commission for approval. The
plan must be reviewed within
60 days, or it is approved auto-
matically. Jaffrey Town Man-
ager Jon Frederick said the
t o w n’s plan is based largely on
plans from Keene and
Swanzey, which have both al-
ready had their plans ap-
proved by the PUC, and the
town is “very confident” its
plan meets all needed criteria.

If voters adopt the plan in
March, once the PUC ap-
proves it, notifications will be
sent to citizens through a
mailing, and the town will so-
licit bids for electric rates.
There will be at least one more
public hearing before Jaffrey
adopts a new default rate.

Residents currently on Ev-
ersource’s default rate will be
enrolled automatically, while
those on an alternate plan
have the option to opt-in to a
new rate. The town will pro-
vide several tiers, including a
default that will likely be com-
parable to Eversource’s rate,
but provide some additional
renewable sources, a 50 per-
cent renewable option, a 100
percent renewable option and
an option that provides only
the state-mandated minimum
of renewables.

Peterbor ough
Peterborough voters ap-

proved a community power
plan in 2022 and the hope is
the plan will roll out in late
April. Peterborough is part-
nered with Community Power
Coalition of New Hampshire
and is currently working out
what the rates and the exact
start date of the plan.

Co-Chair of the Peterbor-
ough Community Power Com-
mittee Joel Huberman said,
“We're still uncertain about
the rates that PCP [Peterbor-
ough Community Power] will
charge for its electricity, ex-
cept that we know those rates
will be lower than the current
Eversource default rate.” 

Current Eversource cus-
tomers will be automatically
enrolled in the program and
will have the ability to opt-out.
Non-Eversource customers
can opt-in. There will be four
tiers with differing rates that
provide different levels of elec-
tricity coming from renewable
energy sources. The Commu-
nity Power Committee will se-
lect the default rate and cus-
tomers can opt-up or opt-down
between tiers.

W ilton
Wilton is ahead of the pack

in enacting community power
after approving its community
power plan in 2022.

Wilton has partnered with
Swanzey, Keene and Marlbor-
ough to pool their purchasing
power, and will use the same
supplier and get the same
price. The towns are expected
to meet Tuesday, March 7, to
open bids and make a bid se-
lection.

"Partnering with
Keene, which is a lot big-
ger, is a better deal because it
gives us a little more sway be-
cause it’s a bigger purchasing
p o w e r, ” Select Board Chair
Kermit Williams said.

Williams said the partner-
ship expects to receive bids
well below the current Ever-
source default.

 "Energy prices have fluc-
tuated pretty wildly over the
past year,” Williams said.

Wilton expects to have its
plan in place by this summer.

 Ashley Saari can be
 reached at 603-924-7172, Ext.
244 or asaari@ledgertran-
script.com. She’s on Twitter
@ A s h l e y S a a r i M LT.

herd the town through the up-
coming major roadway pro-
ject and installations of round-
abouts on River Street and
Main Street.

Also on the ballot, running
for library trustee, is John
Stone, who has served as
trustee for the last three
years and is currently the
chairman. Stone moved to
Jaffrey in 1978, and had previ-
ously served as a trustee in
the 1980s and 1990s, while a
teacher at the Jaffrey-Rindge
Middle School. When he be-
came the principal of Rindge
Memorial School in 1996, he
stepped away from the
trustee position due to work
commitments, but said he al-
ways had the inclination to re-
turn to help run the library
when he was able to, running
in 2020 and regaining his seat
after his retirement.

Sharon Tieger is running
for the first time for the posi-
tion of supervisor of the

checklist. A longtime resident
of the region, Tieger has lived
in Jaffrey for 10 years, and has
previously served as a ballot
clerk, and said she has previ-
ously worked in positions
such as registrar at ConVal
Regional High School and tax
collector for the Town of
Sharon, which need a degree
of public trust and confiden-
t i a l i t y.

On the school district bal-
lot, current School Board in-
cumbent John McCarthy is
running for re-election to his
seat to represent Jaffrey. If
elected, this will be Mc-
Carthy ’s third term. Prior to
his election on to the School
Board, McCarthy served as a

member of the Budget Advi-
sory Committee.

McCarthy spoke about cur-
rent partnerships the school
district had formed with
Franklin Pierce University
and Keene State to integrate
education students into local
schools, and the district’s ro-
bust activities programs.

“We ’re far from perfect,
but there’s a lot of good things
happening,” McCarthy said.

McCarthy said in his next
term, the board would be con-
tinuing to focus on improving
facilities in the district build-
ings, and updating the dis-
trict’s capital improvement
plan.

In other district positions,
Bob Schaumann is running
for re-election as the district
moderator. Schaumann, who
has been a resident of New
Hampshire since 1972 and a
resident of Jaffrey for 12, said
he is a strong proponent of
volunteerism. He has been a
member of the town’s Budget
Committee, and served on

boards at the chamber of com-
merce, the Monadnock Hu-
mane Society and Cathedral
of the Pines. He has previ-
ously served as moderator in
the towns of Merrimack and
Amherst.

Candidates who did not at-
tend the candidates’ night, but
will be on the ballot, include
incumbent Treasurer Sandra
Stewart, incumbent Town
Clerk Kelly Rollings and in-
cumbent Trustee of the Trust
Funds Nancy Belletete.

Voting for all Jaffrey candi-
dates, including both town
and school district positions
and town zoning items, is
scheduled for March 14 at the
Conant High School Pratt Au-
ditorium from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
All school ballot items, includ-
ing the Jaffrey-Rindge district
budget will also be decided by
ballot on March 14.

Ashley Saari can be
reached at 603-924-7172, Ext.
244, or asaari@ledgertran-
script.com. She’s on Twitter
@ A s h l e y S a a r i M LT.

Jaffrey residents meet candidates

STAFF PHOTO BY ASHLEY SAARI—
Selectman Candidate Charlie Turcotte speaks to residents during a candidate forum at the Jaffrey Fire Station on
Thursday night.

tinuing the hearing until
March 15 at 6 p.m.

Silver Scone Teas, owned
by Jane Elwell, hosts tea
party events out of her resi-
dence, a historic home on
River Road. Elwell has re-
ceived a variance from the
Zoning Board to operate a
business in Village District I,
after the town issued a cease-
and-desist order last year due
to the lack of a variance.

The Planning Board site
plan review is to address the
exterior elements of the plan,
including a proposed 16-space
parking lot off Currier Road
and a walking path to Elwell’s
home.

Robert Fasanella, repre-
senting Elwell, said the park-
ing lot has been in existence
for decades as a clearing
likely once used for logging
the property, and Elwell plans
to make improvements, in-
cluding removing a cluster of
trees and adding gravel to
make the clearing a perma-
nent parking lot.

A group of neighbors
has filed suit with the state’s
Housing Appeals Board and
Hillsborough County Superior
Court over approvals Silver
Scone has received. During
the Planning Board meeting,
Nancy Clark, who is repre-
senting the neighbors in their
lawsuit, disputed that the
parking lot had existed, in-
cluding reading a statement
from a former owner of the
property who stated it had
never been a parking lot. 

Elwell rebutted that the
clearing had been there for
decades, and had likely been
used as a log landing or stag-
ing area, and while it may
have never specifically been
a parking lot, it had been used
to park vehicles, including her
own.

Clark also alleged that the
board acted incorrectly in

waiving a fully engineered
site plan, saying Elwell had
not correctly identified the
hardship associated with do-
ing so, and claimed the septic
system was not sufficient for
the number of guests allowed.
She also said Elwell did not
have permission from the
Monadnock Conservancy,
which holds a conservation
easement on a large part of
Elwell’s property, to upgrade
the driveway leading to the
parking area.

Elwell said she has been in
constant contact with the con-
servancy and that it has been
supportive of the project, and
that she has submitted a sep-
tic plan showing she had the
capacity to put in an improved
system should her current
one fail, which the Zoning
Board had reviewed and con-
sidered sufficient. As her vari-
ance only allows her to oper-
ate the business four days out
of the month, she said it
would be excessive to require

her to install an upgraded
septic system.

Neighbors said a parking
lot in the Village District went
against the character of the
neighborhood. Abutter Mari-
lyn Stowe said a 16-space lot
was more in line with the
t o w n’s downtown or industrial
areas.

“How does this in any way
adhere to the ordinance? I
d o n’t feel it does,” Stowe said.

Neighbor Stan Zabierek
said allowing a parking lot
was “neither wise nor
p r o p e r, ” and that Elwell had
never offered a “real solution”
to the prospect of overflow
parking.

Elwell said not all of her
events will have the maxi-
mum 50 guests, that many
guests come together in
groups and that if there is
overflow parking, parking on
the side of Currier or River
Road is not prohibited.

Other neighbors said the
parking lot should be re-

quired to be suitable for year-
round use, with some sug-
gesting the board require it to
be paved.

Bert Hamill, a former
member of the Planning
Board and civil engineer,
noted that gravel driveways
are used throughout town
year-round, calling it a “com-
promise” to allow permeable
sur faces.

Kathleen Sheldon, who has
attended some of the Silver
Scone events, said compari-
son to other parking areas in
town was not an equal com-
parison, as the clearing off
River Road is set back from
the road, and is not visible
from the road. She said it was
natural-looking and fit in well
with the landscape.

“I just don’t see that that’s
relevant,” Sheldon said.

Ashley Saari can be
reached at 603-924-7172 ext.
244 or asaari@ledgertran-
script.com. She’s on Twitter
@ A s h l e y S a a r i M LT.

Planning Board reviews Silver Scone project

STAFF PHOTO BY ASHLEY SAARI—
During a Planning Board hearing Wednesday, Robert Fasanella points out the p ro p o s e d
location of a 16-spot area off Currier Road that would be used as parking for guests of
Silver Scone Teas, as Planning Board member Tim Somero looks on.

Votes on power coming

tempted murder charges,
Gagnon was indicted on three
counts of theft by unauthorized
taking for allegedly taking a
Jeep SUV, a firearm owned by
Prest and Prest’s BMW sedan.

At approximately 6:30 a.m. on
Nov. 23, officers responded to
the area of Route 13 and
Townsend Hill Road in Brook-
line for a report of a shooting,
where they found Quintong re-
sponsive and suffering from ap-
parent gunshot wounds. Quin-

tong was transported to the hos-
pital for medical treatment.
Later that morning, at approxi-
mately 9:21 a.m., officers re-
sponded to a home on Center
Road in Lyndeborough,
where they found Prest dead.
According to Formella’s office,
an autopsy determined that
Prest did from a homicide
caused by blunt-impact head in-
juries.

Gagnon will be arraigned at a
date and time to be determined
in Hillsborough County Grand
Jury-Southern District.

Gagnon indicted
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