BOSTON POST CANE

Edwin Atkins Grozier purchased the near bankrupt Bosten Post newspaper in 189%
and became its publisher and editer. In order %o increase the paper's
circulation he developed idea of +the Boestan Post Cane following a bid on an
upclaimed shipment canes.

The canes were manufactured by J.F. Fradley & Ce. of New York from gaboon
ebeny from the African Congg. The heads of the canre were rolled 14-carat gold
shaped like doorknebs and inscribed: “Presented by the Boston Past to the
0Oldest Citizen of (Tgwn). Teo be transmitted.”.

On Awgust 2, 1909 Grozier sent a letter te the selectmen of appreximately 700
communities asking them "to act as trustee to see that the stick be duly
presented and duly transmitted when a change of holders became necessary. The
response from recipienits was interesting. Some rejecied the idea because they
didn't want their age raevealed...snother claimed "Teke that dammned thing dut of
here, it's for old men and I'm just & young fellow."” In 1909, another returmed
3t when he 1learned that it was om loan, refusing to be "custedian of it for a
Boston newspaper." There was superstition among elders that "the cane hastened
one's demise." Eleanor Burns of Northwood, NH researched the Pest Cane's
history for nine years and can acceunt for 440 canes...over 100 cities and
towns in New Hampshire did receive & cane.

The Beston Poest made its last press runm on Octeber 4, 1956, after 125 years of
publication. The paper may be gone, yeot 3its legacy, the Boston Post Cane
remeins, and the tradition continues.

On Octeber 21, 1975 +the Selectmen of Peterborough resclved the long-standing
question of the procedure for awarding Peterborough's cane:

The present Begard of Selectmen hereby establish a policy
that the temporary custedy of the canme shall be awarded te
the oldest Peterborough citizen, now residing in the town
end whe has bsen residing ip Peterborough for at least the
paest 50 years; ne discriminatien will be made with respect
to whether or noet the recipient is a male or female,
ambulatory or net, or the condition of health enjoyed by
the recipient. The recipient selected by +this process
shall have the optiom, which may be expressed by him or his
family or his guardiaun, to pass the cane aldng teo the next-
in-line candidate on the basis of age whoe %s also
embulatory; upon the death of +the original recipient so
passing, the cane shall be recovered from the substitute
designee and the awarding process shall be repeated.

In establishing this policy, the Board examined in present
day saocial agpects what seems to be the obvious intent of
the original ceremony which 3s that the award should be
made to the oldest citizen, with no discrimination being
made except to determine & reasonable basis for deciding
what conastitutes age and citizenship. Primarily, the award
symbolizes the Town'as desire %o extend goed wishes to the
recipient ageinst the infirmities of 9ld age and although =a



cane gignifies assistance in walking or attempting to walk,
this aspect 3is considered to be secendary. The Board dees
not feel that eligibility should be exclusively based upen
the candidate's being Peterbereugh-barn...

The fellewing lists Peterborough's recipients:

Date Awarded Recipient
4909 Jonas B. Piper (85)
(Dublin farmer, cebbler)
1903 (8/2) J. G. Towne ?
J. I. Adanms
1949 Edward W. Cass
1954 (Nov.) ' Charles Batchelder (98)
1967 (Apr. 20) Samuel Stevens (98)
1969 (Sept. 25) Frederick S. Russell (94)
1978 (Nov. 2%) Smith Theimann
May 13, 1982 Forrest Clayton Mercer
July , 1987 Melissa Agnes (Davis) LaCross
January 2, 1990 Emma Marie (Stehn) Larrabee (95)

(Decessed July 22, 1995)

1995 ( )



BOSTON POST CANE
(Brief Suggeations from Resesrch Notea)

The enclosed 1is a partial list of recipients of the Boston Post Cane compiled
for inclusien in +the Peterborough Town History from the Tewn of Peterborough.
The list is incomplete, and research is underway to update it.

From this research asome ideas and suggestions fer the Cane's "resting place"”
when net in use, are being gelled. Some brief history:

From the research of Eleanor Burms of Nerthwood, NH..."the Cane's histery for
nine years, aund can account for 440 canes...over 100 cities and towns in New
Hempshire, Maine, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. [Two known to exist 3n
Verment, (from article by Jessise Salisbury)]. The Beston Pgst paper ran its
laat press on October 4, 1956 after 125 years of publication. "The paper may
be gene, yet its legacy...remains, and the tradition continues.

There is awareness that 3in some areas, there are canes misgsing. In eorder to
protect the canme, 3ideas and plans are being formed in communities for the
protection and preservatien of the cane. Because of this, for some time new,
it became aware that Peterborough sheuld "hep on the bandwegon" for the preser-
vetion of gur cane. Some recemmendations:

1) That the cane be permanently on "display" at the Peterborough
Histerical Museum with & list of the recipiemnts.

It 18 an interesting historical artifact, and though it belongs teo the Town of
Peterboreugh under the Jjurigdictioen of the Selecimen, it would be an
interesting artifact te place on display. Whether it be the Hisiterical Sqciety
er the newly remgvated Tewn House, it should be hgused in an appraopriate
display case with a list of recipients.

2) The Cane is more ceremonial than functional, and by teday's
geriatric medical standards, would not be suitasble for daily
use. With the advemt of quad-canes and walkers, the Pest Cane
would neot lend itself to safe daily fumctiom.

Other towns are catching on to this idea, and implementing procedures for
same. Past history has shown that canes have dissppeared with families whe
have moved, and & number &f them are now unaccounted for. And for this reason,
& proposed “Agreement Between Recipient and the Tewn" might be appropriate fer
the guaranteed protection and ultimate return of the cane.

A simpler solution would be te place the cane on permanent display at the
Historical Museum with & 1list of recipients beside it. Upon award to the
upcoming recipient by the Selectmen, a ceremeny could take place henoring the
recipient, and his/her name ceuld be listed in place of honer beside the cane,
thus protecting the Canse. An Award Certificate could be drawn up for the
recipient t9 keep. Of course, the recipient should be privileged +to use it.

Marie C. Larrabes-Stoops
Beston Pest Cane Historical Research Cmte
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