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INTRODUCTION

The City of Oak Park's Five Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan for year's
2018 - 2022, is an update from the previous Five Year Master Plan of 2006 -
2010 and an extension of the City of Oak Park’'s Master Plan. The Parks and
Recreation Master Plan is based on a planning process that involved input
from the community, stakeholders, and staff. This plan is built upon the needs,
concerns and wishes of all these groups. This plan contains key findings and
information gathered from the recently completed community survey, public
meetings, demographic analysis, current, historic and future information and
trends, and a comprehensive inventory and analysis of existing parks, facilities,
recreation programs, and maintenance operations. This Five Year Master Plan
is intended to meet the state requirements for community recreation planning
that are necessary to gain eligibilty for funding through the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources. In addition, this plan serves as a tool to
guide the Parks and Recreation Departments, over the next five years, to
better serve the community and provide quality parks, facilities and programs.



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 3

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

City Council
Recreation Director

Mayor Marian McClellan

Mayor Pro Tem Solomon Radner
Councilmember Carolyn Burns Recreation Staff
Counciimember Ken Rich
Counciimember Regina Weiss

Laurie Stasiak

Daniel Parker, Recreation Coordinator
Maralee Rosemond, Recreation Coordinator
City Administration Danielle Fracassa, Administrative Clerk
Kenneth Applewhite, Recreation Assistant

Erik Tungate, City Manager
Kevin Yee, Assistant City Manager Facilities Director
Ebony Duff, City Attorney David DeCoster

Parks & Recreation Commission Prepared By

Alexander Simpson (Chair) Laurie Stasiak, Recreation Director

Mickey Alderman (Vice Chair) Kimberly Marrone, Economic Development &

Juanita Bell (Secretary) Communications Director

Nathaniel Cobb Crystal McLain, Director of Strategic Planning & Special

Projects
Nathan lzydorek, Code Assistance
Elizabeth King, City Management Intern

Diane Spiller

Mara Staller Starr

Dwight Thomas

Barbara Weiskopf

James Weiskopf

Beverly Wiggins

Regina Weiss, Councilmember
Laurie Stasiak, Recreation Director

Thank you to the staff, residents
and partners who provided
feedback through our survey and
community input meetings.




DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 4

CONTENTS

Introduction

Section 1: Community Description >
Section 2: Administrative Structure 17
Section 3: Recreation and Resource Inventory 22
Section 4: Public Input Process 47
. Community Input Survey 56
Section 5: Goals and Objectives 139
Section 6: Action Program 140
ADA Compliance Study 146
Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes 148

Affidavit of Publication 150



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

THE PLACE

The City of Oak Park is centrally located within Metro
Detroit and benefits from convenient freeway access. The
City encompasses 5.18 square miles and is
predominantly comprised of single-family residences.
Almost all of Oak Park’s residents are within two miles of
the city center. Oak Park is known for its tight-knit
neighborhoods, tree-lined streets, and wooded parks. The
large, centrally located David H. Shepherd Park hosts the
City’'s major events like the annual Fourth of July festivities,
Boo Bash and Summerfest. There are nine smaller
neighborhood parks that serve the neighborhoods. Once
known as the “Family City"”, Oak Park has been rebranded
to “Community, Culture and Commerce” and adopted a
new vision. “The City of Oak Park will lead the region as
the most dynamic city in metropolitan Detroit, serving as a
destination for vibrant, cutting-edge community life.” This
new branding is a better representation of the City of Oak
Park today.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THE PEOPLE

The 2010 U.S. Census states Oak Park’s population is
approximately 29,319 people. The average number of
persons per household is 2.50 and is expected to decrease
to 2.48 over the next five years. The number of households
with children under 18 years is less than 30%. According to
the 2013 Oak Park Retail Market Study, the primary trade
area population is expected to drop by 2% between 2013
and 2018. The median household income of $40,200 in the
primary trade area is modest compared to regional and
state levels; however, it is estimated to increase at an
annual rate of 3.98% to $48,900 in 2018. The largest
employment sectors in the primary trade area are service
(52.7%), retail trade (14.1%), and manufacturing (6%). An
economic boost from new retail could create positive
demographic changes. The Retaill Market Study
discovered the most prominent lifestyle groups in Oak
Park’s primary trade area portray a cluster of aging
residents and established, community-oriented families.
Lifestyle tendencies of Oak Park residents include being
active in the community, attending church, helping with
fundraising projects, and participating in civic activities.
The diversity in Oak Park’'s population makes it an
interesting place to live and visit. The strong Jewish, African
-American, Chaldean, and Arab populations provide an
eclectic mix of race, culture, and religion in a relatively
small land area. This diversity is exciting and provides a
strong marketing base.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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THE INFRASTRUCTURE

Oak Park has a solid foundation upon which to build. It has a strong
tradition of affordable homes, stable neighborhoods, recreational
amenities, good local schools, and a central location. Ensuring the
pieces are in place to create a viable, vibrant, and attractive place
for economic activity involves looking at the city's physical
infrastructure and the degree to which the physical environment
facilitates economic activity. Most major roads in Oak Park have
been repaired or replaced within the last ten years; their ability to
connect people to goods and services offered in the community is
unquestionable. Traffic flow, parking arrangements, and non-
motorized transit play a huge role in economic activity, and when
planned carefully, their benefits can also improve the health of
residents and the environment.

Nine Mile Corridor, date and source unknown

Oak Park is similar to other suburban communities throughout the
country, with a development pattern that expanded for 50 years only
to result in declining properties, lifeless business parks, and empty
storefronts. Many communities are responding to the changing
suburban markets and consumer preferences by transforming their
auto-dependent landscapes into more sustainable, urban places - a
trend called “retrofitting suburbia”.
Nine Mile Corridor, current conditions

Today, Oak Park lacks the urban qualities other communities have
that attract young people. While finding new uses for old structures is
one strategy, the most effective redevelopments are considered
those that retrofit the streets, blocks, and lots to provide environments
designed for pedestrians, density, and a mix of uses. The Nine Mile
Redesign Plan suggests creating a more urban, walkable
environment by implementing a “road diet” on Nine Mile Road.

Rendering of the Nine Mile Redesign, created by
OHM

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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REGIONAL SE

ING

The City of Oak Park was named the “fastest growing
city” in the country in the late 1950’s. It is optimally
located in southeastern Oakland County with easy
access to many freeways and highways. Freeway and
regional highway access are provided by [-696, US-10,
and M-102. These provide regional connections to I-75,
the Southfield Freeway, and Woodward Avenue to hame
a few. Oak Park is adjacent to the north boundary of the
City of Detroit, eastern boundary to the City of Southfield,
southern boundary of the City of Berkley and the western

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

REGIONAL SETTING 7

boundaries of the cities of Ferndale, Pleasant Ridge,
Huntington Woods, and the Charter Township of Royal
Oak.

Oak Park developed as one of the inner ring suburbs of
Detroit and incorporated in 1945. The City annexed a
portion of Royal Oak Township north of Ten Mile Road in
2003 and another portion north of Ten Mile Road in 2004,
thus increasing the size of the City by .14 square miles.

BERKLEY HUNTINGTON
) < WOODS
““““ PLEASANT
................... RIDGE
OAK PARK
FERNDALE ROYAL OAK
............. -TOWNSHIP

DETROIT

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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HISTORY

First surveyed in 1817, the area was described to territorial
governor Lewis Cass as “irreclaimable and must remain
forever unfit for culture or occupation, and their obvious
destiny must be to remain in the possession of wild
beasts.” After camping the area, Governor Cass named
the township Royal Oak due to the great Royal Oak trees.
The area that now makes up the City of Oak Park was
located in the southwest corner of then Royal Oak
Township, and was known as marshlands because of its
muddy, swampy make-up.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HISTORY 8

Over the years Oak Park grew from a swampy corner of
Royal Oak Township to an independent vilage, and
eventually an incorporated city. In 1945, the new City’s
first elected body branded it the “City with a Future.” Its
population grew impressively after WWII, when veterans
returned with home loan guarantees through the G.I. Bill.
By the 1950s residential construction had accelerated so
much that Oak Park was acknowledged as Deftroit’s
first northwest-corridor suburb, and the nation’s
fastest-growing city. As the City grew over the years its
largely residential nature fueled a new motto: “The Family
City.” To many, its network of beautifully tfree-lined streets,
numerous parks, and tight-knit neighborhoods will forever
validate this moftto. In 2013, to reflect the City’'s
progressive nature and strong resolve to provide a high
quality of life for all residents City Council adopted a fresh
set of goals within the three tenants “Community, Culture,
and Commerce,” the City's new motto.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

The Community Profile examines a variety of

information from the U. S. Census and the POPULATION CHARACTER'STICS
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments _

(SEMCOG) to provide a snapshot of the 1990 2010

people living in the City of Oak Park and a

forecast for the future. This examination of

demographic information is useful in — — —
understanding present and future community : :

needs. Furthermore, it provides the City the

necessary data to develop plans that guide 1990
Oak Park in properly serving its residents.

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

In the 1950's the City of Oak Park was one of
the fastest growing communities in the United — : — : —
States going from a population of 5,267 to : :
36,632 by 1960, a phenomenal increase of :
over 350%. Since the 1970 Census high of 2000 : :

36,762, the population of Oak Park has been

steadily decreasing to its 2010 Census count : :
of 29,319. According to the SEMCOG 2040 PEn P —
Forecast the trend wil continue and the : :
population will further decrease to 26,981 by : :
2040. This decrease in population is consistent 20 10 : :

with population decreases in the communities

neighboring Oak Park and is in large part due : :
to reductions in household sizes seen across : : ASIAN,
the nation. WHITE : BLACK NATIVE
:  HAWIIAN,
PAC
ISLANDER

Graphic 1 Population Forecast

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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RACE AND ETHNIC ORIGINS

From the 1990 Census to the 2010 Census the City of Oak Park has seen a
demographic shift from a population with a White majority (62.8% in 1990) to one with
a Black or African American majority (57.1% in 2010). Over that same time period the
Asian population decreased from 2.4% to 1.4%. The Hispanic population remained
steady from 2000 to 2010 at 1.4% of the overall population.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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AGE

From the 1990 Census to the 2010 Census the
median age of the City's population has
increased from 32.8 (1990) to 34.6 (2000) to 37.5
(2010). The increased median age is a
reflection of rising life expectancy and lower
birth rates. This is a worldwide phenomenon
with the aged population currently the highest
level in human history. In Oak Park, this can be
seen in the population forecasts for the
youngest two age groups, with decreases of
11.7% (under age 5) and 26.6% (5 to 17 years of
age) from the 2000 Census to the 2040
projection. Conversely, the 65 years and older
age category dramatically increases from 3,626
to 7,203, a 90.8% increase, from the 2000 Census
to the 2040 forecasted number.

UNDER 5 5-17

COMMUNITY PROFILE 11

.............................................................................................................................................................

HOUSEHOLD INCOME

The Oak Park Median Household Income in
2010 was $48,476 (5-Yr ACS 2010) a drop of
$15,262 (-23.9%) from 2000. Comparatively, the
median household income in 2010 was $53,242
for Southeast Michigan as a region, $51,201 for
Southfield, $50,273 for Ferndale, and $34,873 for
Hazel Park. The number of persons in poverty
increased to 15.7% (4,700) in 2010 and the
number of Households in poverty rose to 15.2%
(1,776) in Oak Park according to the 2010
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

MEDIAN INCOME
2000:

$63,738 2000
PEOPLE IN
POVERTY

-28.9%

2010:
15.2%
HOUSEHOLDS
IN POVERTY

208%9%

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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HOUSEHOLDS

As defined by the 2010 U.S. Census, “a household
includes all the persons who occupy a housing unit as
their usual place of residence. A housing unit is a house,
an apartment, a mobile home, a group of rooms, or a
single room that is occupied (or if vacant, is intended for
occupancy) as living quarters.”  According tfo the
SEMCOG 2040 Forecast both the number of Housing Units
and the number of Households will remain constant
through the year 2040 in Oak Park. This is mostly a

HOUSEHOLD POPULATON
2010:

29,319

function of the fact that the City is “built out” and there is
relatively little opportunity for new housing construction on
a large scale.

HOUSEHOLDS

CENSUS CENSUS %
2000 2010 CHANGE
With Seniors
65+
2,807 3,038 8.2%

Without
Seniors

8,297 8,681 4.6%
21—ﬂ;1)eotple
WI
ohilgren 3,844 4,195 9.1%
Live alone,
65+ 1,158 1,284 10.9%
Live alone,
under 65 1,794 2,343 30.6%
With
Children 4,308 3,897 -9.5%
Total
Households 11,104 11,719 5.5%

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

1990

28,294

2040:
26,962

Average Household Size has decreased over time from
2.8 persons (1990 Census) to 2.68 (2000 Census) to 2.5
(2010 Census). The reasons for the decrease in Household
Size are a result of more people living in single person
households. From the 2000 Census to the 2010 Census
persons living alone, 65 and older, increased by 10.9%
while those under 65, living alone, increased by 30.6% in
Oak Park. In addition, households with children decreased
by 9.5% over the same time period.

2000 2010

2016 2040

AVG. HOUSEHOLD SIZE

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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EDUCATION

From 2000 to 2010 the number of people with post-high
school education has increased to 66.7% of the
population age 25 and over. According to the 2010
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, 38.6% of
the population age 25 and over have either an
Associates, Bachelor’'s or Graduate degree.

COMMUNITY PROFILE 13

EMPLOYMENT

According to the SEMCOG 2040 Forecast the number of
jobs in Oak Park will slowly and steadily increase from
10,175 in 2010 to a forecasted 11,182 jobs in 2040, an
increase of 9.9%. The SEMCOG 2040 Forecast indicates
that the largest increases will be in Private Education &
Healthcare (+588) and Services to Households & Firms
(+464). A decrease of 240 Retail Trade jobs is anticipated
during the same period.

2010
Graduate/
Professional Degree 10.8%
Bachelor’s Degree 17.9%
Associate Degree 9.9%
Some College, No
Degree J 28.1%
High School
Graduate 21.2%
Did not graduate
High School 12.2%

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

2010 2020 2040
Natural
Resources, Mining 874 086 1,059
& Construction
Manufacturing 688 740 675
Wholesale Trade,
T tation,
Warehousing, & 852 | 864 852
Utilities
Retail Trade 1,281 1,163 1,041
K ledge-b d
Sorvices OC DAl 1756 | 1,924 1,735
Services to
Households & 1,924 2,325 2,388
Firms
Private Ed ti
& Healtheare O | 1,007 | 1,206 1,595
Lei &
Hospitality 604 587 558
Government 1,189 1,220 1,279
TOTAL 10,175 | 11,015 11,182

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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COMMUTING

Over 90% of Oak Park residents travel outside of Oak Park
to work. Commuters travel an approximate average of 30
minutes of commute time. Most commuters in Oak Park
travel to Detroit and Southfield for work. While many of
the residents travel outside of Oak Park to work, many
others commute into Oak Park to work as well. With over
10,000 jobs available in Oak Park almost 9,000 of those

SEMCOG Outflow Commuting Patterns

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

COMMUNITY PROFILE 14

employees travel to work in Oak Park from other
communities. The daytime population, 26,649, does not
differ much from the overall population, 29,319. Based on
SEMCOG commuting patterns between 2010 and 2016
there has been an increase in people living and working
in Oak Park as well as commuters coming into Oak Park
for work.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN COMMUNITY PROFILE 15

SEMCOG Outflow Commuting Patterns

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Created by Oakland County
Planning Department

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

18



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

19



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 20

Parks and Recreation Commission
Statute(s)

This Commission was established by Ordinance O-17-647 on June 19, 2017, as a combination of the previ-
ously existing Independence Day Commission and the Recreation Advisory Board. CM-06-244-17.
Appointing Authority

City Council

Composition

The Commission is composed of 9 members. In addition, one member of the City Council, as well as the
Director of Recreation, shall be appointed to serve as ex-officio members, but shall not be entitled to
vote.

Terms

The Commission members serve three year terms, which expire on August 31.

Meeting Dates and Times

The Commission meets the third Wednesday of the month, at 7 p.m., in the Community Center.

Meeting Location

Community Center

14300 Oak Park Boulevard

Oak Park, Ml — 48237
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Purpose
It shall be the duty of the Parks and Recreation Commission to provide advice to the Oak Park Recrea-

tion Department, based on feedback from all segments of the City's diverse population. The Commis-
sion will develop strategies for connecting with representatives from City Council, neighborhood and
school groups, organizations, synagogues, churches and other groups that are representative of the
City’s diversity, and will actively encourage citizen participation. The Commission will support the values
of sustainability, equity, engagement, and sound economics in providing quality and safe recreation
programs and facilities for the City of Oak Park. The Commission will assist with planning, promoting, exe-
cuting and evaluating of public recreation, parks, programs and other department special events.

Actively Serving Members

The following individuals are active members of this Commission:
Mickey Alderman

Juanita Bell

Nathaniel Cobb

Alexander Simpson

Diane Spiller

Mara Staller Starr

Dwight Thomas

Barbara Weiskopf

James Weiskopf

Beverly Wiggins

City Council Representative: Regina Weiss, City Councilmember
Staff Liaison: Laurie Stasiak, Recreation Director
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RECREATION AND RESOURCE INVENTORY

The City of Oak Park Parks and Recreation
Departments have received eight
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources grants for development
projects since 1972. Table 1 (following
page) describes these projects.
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Table 1
Grant Application Year Project Description Grant Amount Current Use/Condition
Number

26-00296 1972 Major Park: Combination restroom/ $18,300.00 Shelter in fair condition, some lights were

shelter building replaced in 2017. The sliding gate/
bathrooms/and kitchen are all in fair condi-
tion but could use improvements. This shelter
has a high volume of usage continually
throughout the summer.

26-00612 1975 Best Park: Lighted magic square, and $20,569.52 Magic square has been removed.

LWCEF sign

26-00613 1975 Tyler Park: Develop two lighted tennis $21,001.37 No longer have tennis courts at Tyler Park,
courts, and LWCEF sign two baseball fields and a soccer field.

26-00614 1975 Major Park: Develop lighting at five $11,085.80 Tennis courts in poor condition but lighting
existing tennis courts, and LWCF sign system still works adequately.

26-00866 1977 Major Park: Develop less than one $2,820.00 Outdoor basketball courts have been
acre for one basketball court, and moved. We have 5 total hoops, two-full
LWCEF sign court and one half-court section.

BF89-283 1989 Shepherd Park Infrastructure: Replace | $81,300.00 Asphalt is in fair condition. Fencing has some
ballfield lights at Merton Colburn Field, issues with it becoming raised up and rust-
replace fencing at Merton Colburn ing. Lighting structures are in good shape
and CP#2 ballfield, replace handi- and used on a regular basis, some individual
capped accessible asphalt path lights were replaced in 2017.
through nature area

CMO00-156 | 2000 Pool Renovation: Renovate the city's $495,000.00 Pool is used 7 days a week during the sum-
outdoor 50-meter pool and diving mer months. Some patchwork repairs were
tank made in 2016 and 2017 including the zero

depth area and locker room floors. New
renovations need to be made moving for-
waurd including the pool deck area, the
pump room, the deep areas, the kiddie fea-
tures, and new filter sand.

26-01685 2008 Key Park Play Equipment: Develop- $50,000.00 Fair amount of usage, and the equipment is

ment of play equipment at Key Park

in fair condition. However there is some graf-
fiti and it needs some general upkeep and
maintenance.
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Recreation Programs and Services

The City of Oak Park Recreation Department offers a variety of outstanding programs and special
events throughout the year. Among the programs and events offered are:

Youth Programs

Youth Sports (All Co-Ed)
Winter Basketball (K-8th grade)
Spring Soccer (3-10 years old)
Summer baseball (5-14 years old)
Summer Girls’ Softball is offered, but they usually play in our co-ed baseball league
Fall Soccer (3-10 years old)
Dragon’s Eight Youth Karate (starting at age 4)
Dragon’s Eight Advanced Karate (all ages, depending on experience)
Start Smart Toddler Programs (ages 3-5, all sports, about building confidence and basic skills, and coordination in all
sports. National Alliance for Youth Sports Program.)
Parent/Tot Tumbling Program (2-4 years old, program for very young children, letting them interact on mats and work
on balance and body awareness, with parents involved)
Youth Sports Camps
Challenger Soccer (5-16 years old, co-ed, week-long camp)
Basketball Camp with our local coach, Antonio King (K-8, co-ed)
Football Camp, in cooperation with high school and local youth football team, Oak Park Saints (K-8)
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Summer Day Camp

7 Weeks Long

Day Camp: Ages 7-12

Tot Lot Camp: Ages 5-6
Oakland County Kids Camp
Art Camp

Fithness Camp

Adult Fitness Programs
Yoga is for Every Body
Total Body Workout
Aerobic Hustle

Zumba

R.I.P.P.E.D. Fitness Training
Tai Chi for Beginners

Tai Chi Advanced
Enhanced Fitness

Hatha Yoga

Hula Hoop in the Park
Zumba in the Park

Special Needs Programs
St. Patrick’s Day Dance
Aerobic Hustle Fitness

Quarterly Programming for Those with Special Needs or Disa-

bilities

Adult Sports (18+)

25

Summer Kickball (co-ed)

Fall Kickball (co-ed)

Summer Softball (always taking offers for Co-Rec of female-
only leagues)

Fall Softball

Senior Men’s Softball (55+)

Senior Drop-In Programs
Hustle

Ping Pong

Bid Whist (card group)
Scrabble Club

Quilting Club (traditional)
Quilting Club (contemporary)
Watercolor

Pickleball

Bingo

Senior Programs
Lecture Series

Lunch Trips

Day Trips

Extended Overnight Travel Trips
Theatre Trips

Opera Trips

Nutrition Workshops

Estate Planning Workshops
Meals on Wheels

Dinner Dance
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Senior Fithess Programs
Gentle Chair Yoga
Ballroom Dance Class

Transportation

26

Oak Park has two SMART buses that provide transportation

for seniors and those with disabilities, for errands and doc-

tor visits, to fitness or drop-in classes at the Community
Center, as well as numerous senior day trips.

Pool

Open Swim Times

Lap Swim Times

Senior Swim Times

Learn-to-Swim Programs

Parent/Tot Swim Lessons

Male/Female Only Swim
Swim Times
Learn-to-Swim Programs
Water Aerobics

Splash Bash

Pool Rentals

Community Events
Winterfest
Daddy/Daughter Dance

Black History Celebration: Theatre Performance
Black History Celebration: Soulful Rendition: The Im-
portance of African Textiles in Quilts

Springfest

Summerfest

Fourth of July Parade

Fourth of July Family Funfest

Summer Concert Series (6 total evening performances)
Outdoor Movie Night

Autumnfest

Halloween Boo Bash

City-Wide Garage Sale

Gift-o-Rama

Oak Park Luau at the Pool

Mayor's 5K

Dog Day at the Pool

Mother/Son Date Night

Farmer’s Market (mini market)

Partnered Events

Park-It Outdoor Movie Night

Come Out and Play

Rhymes and Rhythms Music Festival
Health and Wellness Fair
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Partnerships

Oakland County Parks

Oak Park School District

Ferndale School District

Hazel Park School District

Pleasant Ridge School District

Berkley Parks and Recreation Department
Huntington Woods Parks and Recreation Department
Hazel Park Recreation Department
Ferndale Recreation Department

City of Southfield

Tri-Community Coalition

Build-On Teen Volunteers

Field Rentals to Local Schools/Youth Sports Programs
Oak Park High School Baseball Games

Berkley Freshman Baseball Games

Oak Park Saints Youth Football Practices

West 7 Youth Football Practices

Field Rentals for Adult Social Clubs
Stay and Play Detroit (Co-Rec Softball and Co-Rec Kickball)
Come Play Detroit (Co-Red Softball and Co-Rec Kickball)
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RECREATION

Providing well-rounded recreational experiences and
quality facilities for residents is the number one priority for
the Recreation Department. The City aims to improve the
quality of life for residents by continuously upholding a
high standard of excellence in programs, activities and
special events, and by providing safe, clean,
well-maintained parks. Oak Park embraces and
celebrates the diversity of its community, and all programs
stive to reflect the needs of all residents equitably.
Promoting diversity and inclusion in recreation events and
programs creates a strong sense of community,
connectedness and social cohesion. Below is a list of
initiatives of the Recreation Department developed to
support the vision of Oak Park’s future.

¢+ Continue collaboration in programming through
intergovernmental agreements with the City of
Ferndale and potentially the City of Hazel Park. These
cooperative agreements result in increased programs,
participation, and maximize the use of public
resources.

+ Combine neighboring recreation programs to allow for
sharing of departmental resources and offer more
regionally based programs, thus maximizing available
space and assets.

+ Continue to foster a cooperative relationship with the
schools and encourage shared use of valued resources

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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for students, faculty, and community members. Schools
are an important reflection on the community and the
City is fortunate to have several parks within close
proximity to Oak Park, Ferndale, and Berkley School
districts’ facilities.

Collaborate with community and faith-based
organizations to offer diversity-related programs and
events.

Create activities that capitalize on the unigueness,
amenities and character of specific parks.

Develop and strengthen partnerships; collaborate with
community groups, businesses, healthcare facilities,
organizations, Oakland County Parks, Michigan State
association, MParks, and the Department of Natural
Resources to expand programs and special events.

Utilize volunteers to enhance program services and
provide volunteers with an experience that will
strengthen their connection and loyalty with the
Recreation Department.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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¢+ Create community; building relationships with local
businesses that provide alternate sources of revenue to
provide community events at no cost or low cost to
residents.

¢ Work with other city departments to maintain,
enhance, and create safe city parks and resources to
ensure environments for optimal program opportunities
for our residents and guests

The City currently has ten parks which comprise 102.5
acres of land. In addition the City maintains four
greenbelt areas. These greenbelts present an opportunity
for increased recreational space in the City's park system.
These areas include the South Nine Mile greenbelts, both
East and West of Coolidge, the greenbelt behind Capital
Street connecting to Lessenger Park, and the Greenfield
Road greenbelt. These new recreational pathways and
parks would add an additional 11.4 acres of recreational
amenities. To date, plans have been designed to include
active and passive nodes along the South Nine Mile
Linear Park with a multi-use path. The Greenfield Linear
Park, although not yet planned, provides an opportunity
for an additional multi-use pathway.

During the City Master Plan Town Hall Meetings and
accompanying survey, it was discovered that although
residents are satisfied with their neighborhood parks, they
would like to see additional amenities. The online survey
revealed that while 57.7 percent of participants choose to
visit Shepherd Park, only four percent choose to visit
Dewey Park. It also revealed the amenities residents
deem most important. Although we received valuable
feedback through the Master Plan public input channels,
the Recreation Department will be expanding on this
public input during their Recreation Master Plan process.

RECREATION 29

Through a more thorough analysis of the needs of the Oak
Park community, the Recreation Department will aim to
create a comprehensive plan for the future of the City's
parks and open spaces.

WALKING TRAIL
WIRELESS ACCESS
PICNIC AREA W/ SHELTER
DOG PARK
PLAYGROUND
OTHER(see list)

SAND VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

Source: Master Plan Public Input presentation
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10

1. BEST PARK

2. DEWEY PARK

3. JACKSON PARK

4. KEY PARK

5. LESSENGER PARK

6. DAVID H. SHEPHERD PARK 1 1

7. TYLER PARK

8. VICTORIA PARK

9. ROTHSTEIN PARK

10. HARDING PARK &

11. GREENFIELD (GREENBELTS

12. NINE MILE ROAD GREENBELTS

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FACILITIES:

1 baseball field
w/bleachers

1 play structure

ADA Accessible

* School Facilities
contain 2 soccer goals
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 42

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

The City of Oak Park’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is a
planning tool which is analyzed annually and revised
accordingly during the budgeting process. The goal is to
identify and schedule capital improvements over a
six-year period. The CIP is an opportunity to formulate
strategic long-term policy decisions that extend beyond
the current fiscal year. Each year, the City of Oak Park
invests significant time and resources to design, construct,
and maintain the infrastructure and facilites needed to
deliver municipal services to residents and businesses.
Because of the high costs associated with building and
maintaining capital assets, the City must carefully
balance the need for such assets with our requirements to
sustain a strong financial position.

The CIP is first and foremost, a planning tool and can be
quite useful as a primary guide in implementing the
Master Plan. With thoughtful foresight and review as a
result of a CIP, the many outstanding capital projects that
communities are faced with implementing every year,
can be viewed as one package, rather than as small,
fragmented groups or lists, with no unified sense of focus

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

and direction. When capital improvements begin with
careful planning and study, the City of Oak Park’s
chances for receiving State and Federal grants are
greatly enhanced. Some grants require the inclusion of a
CIP with their application. Formulation of a CIP assists those
involved to look at alternative funding mechanisms that
might not have been considered before. Instead of relying
on local revenue sources alone, the CIP allows the City to
think more creatively to fulfil Master Plan goals and
policies. The CIP often avoids reactive planning, and
instead replaces it with balanced initiatives.

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES

Quality of life initiatives, such as those represented by
parks, open space, and trails projects, are an important
component of the Capital Improvement Program. The
City of Oak Park Department of Recreation offers ball
fields, picnic grounds and playgrounds. Funding for parks,
open space, and cultural events is primarily from the
dedicated Recreation millage that was established for
parks and recreation purposes.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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COMPLETE STREETS PLAN

COMPLETE STREETS IN MICHIGAN

In 2010, Michigan became the 14t state to pass
legislation that requires state and local governments to
plan for the safety and convenience of bike and foot
traffic when building roads. The legislation defines
Complete Streets as “roadways planned, designed and
constructed to provide appropriate access to all legal
users in a manner that promotes safe and efficient
movement of people and goods whether by car, truck,
transit, assistive device, foot or bicycle” (PA 135 of 2010).

A Complete Streets policy provides a community with the
framework to implement a comprehensive transportation
plan that considers appropriate access for all legal
roadway users. The law states that the policy should be
sensitive to the local context and consider the functional
class of the roadway, project costs, and the varying
mobility needs of all legal users of the roadway. The
legislation requires the State Transportation Commission to
adopt a Complete Streets Policy that may be adopted
by local units of government, and it also requires the
establishment of a Complete Streets Advisory
Commission. The law also requires that municipalities
coordinate with neighboring communities and road
agencies, and furthermore, interjurisdictional cooperation
in  preparing 5-year transportation improvement
programs.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Complete Streets integrate people and place in the
design, construction, operation, and maintenance of our
transportation networks. Complete Streets are streets for
everyone. They are designed and operated to enable
safe access for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists,
motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities. They
make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and
bicycle to work. They allow buses to run on time and
make it safe for people to walk to and from bus stops.

Complete Streets Rendering, Center For New Urbanism

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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COMPLETE STREETS IN OAK PARK

Transforming Oak Park into a healthier, safer, more vibrant
and prosperous city will require a new approach and way
of thinking. The creation of public spaces, alternative
modes of transportation, and the desires of the millennial
and senior population for a walkable, urban environment
need to be considered.

Good transportation networks are an important factor in a
community’s quality of life. A mulfi-modal transportation
network is a necessity in the City of Oak Park. Many of our
residents rely on public transportation to get to work,
appointments, and shopping. Oak Park also has a very
rich cultural diversity, which includes a group of people
whose only form of transportation during religious holidays
is walking. By prioritizing a comprehensive transportation
network the City can enhance quality of life by providing
all users safe and equal access to their destinations.

Acknowledging the benefits of a complete streets
approach several years back, the City began to rethink
the way the Nine Mile Road corridor meets the needs of all
Oak Park residents. Driven, in part, by the
recommendations of the 2014 Strategic Economic
Development Plan, the City began the process of
planning the redesign of the currently over-sized Nine Mile
Road. This process began with the assistance of the
Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU), and their Nine Mile
Report, which provided an array of recommendations to
improve the experience of the corridor, all within a
complete streets framework. These recommendations
include additional crosswalks, bike lanes, a linear park,
on-street parking, and a road diet. Based on these
recommendations, the City has been working on a
comprehensive rehabilitation plan of Nine Mile Road so
that it accommodates all modes of travel, while providing
a safe, comfortable environment for all users.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Understanding that a true Complete Streets approach
means a well-designed network of streets, Oak Park is not
limiting its redesign efforts to Nine Mile Road. The City wiill
create a non-motorized transportation plan and adopt a
Complete Streets policy that will consider all users when
designing, retrofitting, or improving any right-of-way within
the community.

Rendering of Nine Mile Road Diet, OHM Engineering

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Over 17 miles of signed bike routes connecting 6 communities, 13 parks,
10 schools, 2 libraries, and 1 university.

Photo courtesy of Ferndale Economic Development Department

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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By adopting a non-motorized transportation plan and
Complete Streets policy, City planners and engineers will
have a framework in which to design and operate the
entire right of way to enable safer access for people of all
ages and abilities in a way that complements the
community’s needs. This means that every transportation
related project will be viewed as an opportunity to create
safer, more accessible streets for all users, while taking
into account the uniqueness of each street and its
position within the City’'s comprehensive network.

NEXT STEPS TO COMPLETE STREETS:

+ Continue discussions with community stakeholders that
began the planning for the Nine Mile Road Redesign
with the Center For New Urbanism.

+ Host a variety of public input and feedback sessions to
educate the public.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Create a plan, based on public feedback, which will
determine the best paths to connect pedestrians,
bicyclists, and public transit facilities to public
amenities, commercial areas, work and education.

Collaborate with surrounding communities and
consider their non-motorized transportation plans in
order to create a comprehensive regional network of
streets that meet the needs of all users.

Analyze traffic patterns and determine where streets
can be right-sized to include alternative and public
transportation options. The City will consider right sizing
roads and include bike lanes wherever possible.

Determine desired outcomes and establish
performance standards, to be adopted by City
Council and Planning Commission, Oakland County
Road Commission, and Michigan Department of
Transportation.

Renderings Nine Mile Road Diet, OHM Engineering
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PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

Public inputis a critical  identify what types of

part of any planning existing facilities are
process. Community being used, where key
involvement in this deficiencies may occuir,
process was on many and what improvements
levels and included a need to be made.
variety of methods to This master plan
understand the iIncorporates an

community’s recreation extensive amount of
needs. Throughout the public input and utilizing
community input process several alternative

City Recreation staff methods. By using these
facilitated the meetings, methods of public input,
idea boards and feedback from many

created the recreation varying parts of the
survey to allow for their community were
comments, ideas and received leading to a
opinions. broader consensus on
Through this process, the direction that the
community input helps  master plan should take.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

48

The following public participation methods were
conducted as part of the process of preparing this
Parks and Recreation Master Plan:

Community Input Meetings and Idea Boards at
events — The Recreation Department hosted sev-
eral tables at events and community meetings
where residents could talk to staff and give their
input on recreation questions and ideas:
Summerfest, August 2016 2 days/10 am -5

pm

April 19, 2017 6 pm
May 10, 2017 11 am
Autumnfest, Sept. 24, 2017 1-4pm
Nov. 16, 2017 7 pm

Parks and Recreation Master Plan Survey — Oak
Park created an online survey which was widely

advertised to our community. The survey included
guestion on parks, recreation facilities, and pro-
grams. Hard copies of the surveys were also avail-
able at the Recreation Office and the Library. We
had 321 people take the survey. Results can be
found on page 56. November 16, 2017 — January
5, 2018.

Review Period for Master Plan — Public comment
January 19 - February 19, 2018.

Parks and Recreation Commission Special Meet-
ing — February 19, 2018, 6 p.m.

Public Hearing—February 19, 2018, 7 p.m.
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Senior Ideas and Suggestions & Wish List
Taken May 10, 2017, at Community Center
11:00 a.m.

Closest Neighborhood Park to Where You Live?
David H Shepherd (5)

Victoria Park (1)
JCC Park (1)

Do you Visit your neighborhood park?

Yes — take grandkids

Yes (2)

Enjoy the Oak Park parks
For family & kid programs
Sometimes — Walker

For Children’s activities
For Kid's programs

What programs would vou like to see in your neighborhood park for you and your family?

Music in the park
Accessible bathroom with toilet paper

What senior programs would you like to see in addition tol unch bunch trips, Bingo, and lectures?

Line dancing, ballroom dancing, and Zumba - all free
Senior Bowling
Support classes for caregivers

Day trips for seniors
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More overnight trips with Bianco tours and Shoreline

Cooking classes for seniors — using less salt and more herbs
Technology classes, Photography, Guitar, etc.

Cooking Class

Potluck holiday parties

Beginners Hustle class

Exercise equipment, nutrition class

MahJong class

Hustle dance class

Diabetes classes, lectures, cooking, nutrition

Semi-Annual trip to DIA - free to Oakland County

Keep the Enhanced Fitness for seniors — excellent teacher now (Toni)
Game day

Water aerobics

Cooking classes for diabetics, persons with kidney disease and persons with high blood pressure and vascular disease
Support classes for caregivers — need badly!

More Bingo days or longer hours for current Bingo days

Do you have any suggestions for us to provide more accessibility to our parks and/or facilities?

More free kids programs

Children’s tutoring

Home care visits

Put highlighted marking in place along the sidewalks

Income base for program fees for seniors who need financial help
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Advertise at block clubs and churches — How to reach our new young families and millennials?
We need the fireworks back

Summer programs for children — besides summer camp

Medium level exercise class for seniors

Better bus service for PM travelers and early AM travelers for seniors

Make Enhanced Fitness a Monday - Friday class instead of 3 days!

Shepherd Park is great — other parks are pretty dead

Playground equipment for little kids need shaded seating for moms to make it a gathering place.

Oak Park Recreation Department WISH LIST

A walking path

Beginner knitting or crafting class

Senior Games, walkathons, synchronized water aerobics — FREE
Cooking classes

I'm happy to be an Oak Park resident

Would like to see a nutritionist as part of the exercise class
Indoor pool

Proud resident, continue to improve the city

Senior cooking class

Indoor heated pool

Juice and healthy snack bar

Water aerobics

Heated pool

Lunch lecture on changes expected to Medicare for 2017-2018
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Youth and Teen Program Suggestions
Taken September 24, 2017
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

Which of the following teen programs would you like to see offered?

Technology (Gaming)

Traditional gaming (board/card games)

Homework center

Activity classes — dance, yoga, karate, fithess

Arts and Craft Classes — painting, drawing, jewelry making
Educational Workshops — resume writing, interview skills, career fair
Enrichment classes — mediation, make-up, hair, etiquette

Other

Facility ideas for housing a teen area: (no responses)
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Master Plan Community Input Meeting

Taken November 16, 2017

7:00 p.m.

Adult Sports

Current leagues: (no responses)

- Indoor adult leagues: (no responses)

- New league suggestions: (no responses)

Aquatics

Concessions

- Need healthy options

- More options in general

Theme Nights

Supervision

- Pool can get chaotic, need more people watching activi-
ty

Marketing for season passes

Put a splash pad in place of the golf course

Staff

- Good overall, but could be more customer friendly
Current facility

- Redo the locker room, needs more privacy and a better
layout

- Having different sections for all ages is great

Pool hours/programs

- Learn to swim: Poor communication when cancelling clas-
ses

- Instructors need to communicate better and allow less
horseplay

- We need more and longer sessions

- We need a pool heater

- We need more aerobic classes

Pool amenities

- A splash pad would be a great addition

- Replace the golf course with a splash pad

Indoor facility

- Would love year-round options

Facility Questions: Are there additional amenities
that you would like to see here at the Community
Center?
- Building is not large enough
- Add on to building?
- Look at funding opportunities
- Indoor pool & gymnasium (for multipurpose use)
- Need an indoor track
- Need a small cafe
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Facility Ideas for Housing a Teen Area
Educational workshops
Resume writing workshops
Interview skills

Career fair

Writing

- Creative writing

- Learning center
Homework center

- Skills test

- ACT/SAT prep
Enrichment classes

- Meditation

- Hair and makeup artistry
- Etiquette

Book clubs
Technology/gaming

- Coding

- STEM

- Maker space

- Computer classes

- Board games

- Video games

Capture the flag, in the library
Other

- Book bingo

- Family movie night

- Family game night
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- Family craft night

- Story time

- Snacks

- Better movie night: start later and sell/provide pizza
- Summer reading programs w/Bingo-type card

- Cooking classes for teens

- Nutrition classes

Indoor Recreation Facilities

Pool

Gym

Walking track

Culinary kitchen

Dedicated dance room dedicated art
Dedicated youth space

Arts & crafts

Hair & makeup

Karate

Gaming

- Board games

- Video games

Building

- Legos, for kids (Donated?)

- Robotics

Teen volunteer program w/incentives
Senior partnership

- Learning how to use computers and other devices
Cooking classes
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Mobile Recreation

Where would you like to see these types of programs take
place? (no responses)

How often? (no responses)

Day/evening/both? (no responses)

What would you like to see offered? (no responses)

Other Comments?

Programming for people aged 20-55

Cooking classes!

Move Boo Bash to Saturday before Halloween

Parks

ADA accessible

Shelters

Playground equipment
Restroom facilities

Skate park

Basketball courts
Pickleball courts

Outdoor fithess equipment
Walking/biking trails

Senior Programming

Do you feel that there are sufficient day trips offered for seniors?

(no responses)

55

What types of social programs would you like to see offered?

- Community show

- Dances in the evening

What types of instructional classes or programs would you like to
see offered? (no responses)

Special Events

There are currently 10 community events offered here in Oak
Park.

- Keep mini pub for BBQ battle

- Lead hustle session at Summerfest, with band

Summer concerts saw record attendance numbers in 2017
What types of music would you like to hear on a Thursday
night? (no responses)

Youth Sports

Current offerings (no responses)
Improvements (no responses)

New programs (no responses)
Camps/clinics (no responses)
Additional comments

- We would like to be able to skate
- We need an indoor facility or gym
- Tennis lessons

- Collaborate with the high school
- Summer camps




DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

56



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

57



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

58



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

59



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

60



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

61



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

62



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

63



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

64



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

65



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

66



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

67



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

68



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

69



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

70



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

71



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

72



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

73



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

74



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

75



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

76



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

77



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

78



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

79



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

80



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

81



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

82



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

83



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

84



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

85



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

86



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

87



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

88



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

89



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

90



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

91



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

92



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

93



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

94



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

95



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

96



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

97



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

98



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

99



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 100



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 101



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 102



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 103



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 104



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 105



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 106



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 107



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 108



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 109



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 110



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 111



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 112



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 113



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 114



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 115



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 116



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 117



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 118



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 119



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 120



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 121



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 122



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 123



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 124



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 125



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 126



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 127



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 128



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 129



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 130



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 131



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 132



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 133



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 134



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 135



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 136



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 137



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN 138



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN RECREATION 139

RECREATION GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The City of Oak Park’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan has formulated the following
goals and objectives for the next five years. The goals and objectives are broad enough
to encompass the needs expressed by residents, community stakeholders, City Officials,

the Parks and Recreation Commission and staff. They also address observed deficiencies
in the recreation resources in the area, demographic trends, current growth and
forecasted development, the area’s natural and cultural resources, and recreation
trends. Our mission is to determine what the community needs and wants, and work
toward, over the long term, providing those facilities and amenities that will enhance the
quality of life physically, socially, intellectually, culturally, economically and
psychologically for everyone in Oak Park.

These goals and objectives formulated by the community are viewed as the cornerstone
of the recreation planning process, in theory they form the framework for public and
private decision making. The primary goals were developed based on the responses of
residents that took part in the public engagement process and the Parks and Recreation
Community Survey.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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ACTION PLAN

The action plan for the next five years is a consensus of the development process that has
involved City Administration, Department staff, program participants, Parks and Recreation
Commissioners and most importantly, the residents of Oak Park. The action plan also includes
the City of Oak Park’s five year Capital Improvement Plan.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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1) Maintain and update existing Park and

Recreational facilities.

- Ensure that existing park facilities are
maintained and upgraded to the high-
est quality standard for the safety and
enjoyment of users.

- Develop a plan to update equipment at
existing parks as equipment reaches the
end of its useful life.

- Develop a maintenance plan, incorpo-
rating certified professionals, which
check the equipment, play scapes and
facilities on a scheduled basis.

- Make parks and amenities easier to ac-
cess to encourage participation and
active lifestyles for all age groups and
abillities.

- Update existing facilities using universal
design practices.

- Adopt a year round beautification/
landscaping-schedule.

- Develop a uniform and appealing system
of park signs to welcome visitors.

- Assess the aesthetics and function of the
community center on an annual basis
and develop a plan for interior mainte-
nance, repairs and painting.

- Develop funding sources to accomplish
this goal.

2) Develop a plan for under-utilized facili-
ties, consider repurposing to fit commu-
nity needs.

- Incorporate new capital intensive
amenities; consideration for a dog
park, permanent bathroom facilities
at Shepherd Park , splash pad, walk-
ing/biking paths, picnic shelters/
tables/qgrills.

- Research demographics and solicit in-
put to gain insight to the needs of the
surrounding neighborhoods and re-
flect the residents interests for pro-
gramming and amenities.

- Develop funding sources to accom
plish this goal.
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3) Develop new parks and recreation facil-
ities.

- Develop new parks and facilities that
respond to the changing needs of the
residents.

- This would include development, re-
development and improvement of all
city parks.

- Desired new park facilities include pic-
nic area, pocket parks, linear parks,
swimming facilities, splash pad, multi-
use trails, passive recreation areas, in-
door gym/pool/walking, interactive
play-spaces, outside gym equipment.

- Develop funding sources to accomplish
this goal.

4) Establish a continuous pathway/trail sys-
tem.

- The establishment of trails, pathways,
and greenways that connect parks,
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business corridors, community and
school facilities, and neighboring cites
to one continuous pathway system.

- Support the development and expan-
sion of multi-modal trails that pro-
motes Oak Park as a bikeable/
walkable community.

- Develop sighage that will enhance a
person’s experience to maneuver the
trail system.

5) Identify financial resources available for

funding future capital improvement projects.

- Develop plans and a means of generating
and increasing revenues through grants, spon-
sorships and partnerships for upgrading and ex-
panding recreational facilities.
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6) Provide for the efficient administration - Promote total wellness and healthy
and operation of the Parks and Recreation living lifestyle opportunities through
facilities and programs. special events, programs and facili-

- Continue to provide staff members with ties
educational training and professional - Continue to maintain high quality pro-
development opportunities to meet grams and special events that are
the needs of the Oak Park Recreation staples in the community
Department. - Expand program offerings for all de-

- Evaluate and monitor staffing needs mographics and age groups; senior
that will assist in administration and co- services and transportation pro-
ordinating of programs, facility use and grams, preschool, youth, teens, spe-
future trends in recreation. cial needs, adult offerings and spe-

- Where necessary increase the number cial events.
of staff to support the programs and fa- - Create activities that capitalize on
cilities needs of the City. the uniqueness, amenities and char-

- Evaluate the need to expand office acter of specific parks
hours to better serve our residents. - Provide affordable opportunities and

experiences for all residents
- Develop a mobile recreation program
that delivers a staff supervised pro-

7) Provide well-rounded recreational ex-
periences and programs that reflect
the needs of all residents equitably, im- gram that will bring recreation

prove the quality of life, celebrate the equipment and activities to all city
diversity, and promote inclusion for all parks.

our residents to enjoy. - Maintain fiscal responsibility.
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8) Promote communication and partner-
ships.

- Maintain cooperative efforts between
City Council, City Department and
Boards and Commissions.

- Continue to identify creative opportuni-
ties and partnerships for promoting
shared resources.

- Communicate with user groups through
word of mouth, surveys, evaluations
community meetings, open houses
and focus groups to ensure we are
meeting expectations.

- Continue to partner with users in evalu-
ating ease of accessibility.

- Improved coordination between vatri-
ous entities, organizations, youth sports

teams, Oak Park, Ferndale and Berkley
school districts, local municipalities,
Oakland County Parks and Recrea-
tion, state organizations, and private
recreation providers to maximize the
city’s recreation potential.

- Utilize volunteers to enhance program
services and provide volunteers with
an experience that will strengthen
their connection and loyalty with the
department.



DRAFT 2 OAK PARK RECREATION MASTER PLAN

9) Ensure that the funding available in the
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is spent
wisely and efficiently for the good of the
community.

- Follow purchasing guidelines and utilize
competitive bidding to obtain the
lowest price all projects

- Review and adjust the CIP every budg-
et year to ensure that new ideas are
considered

- Research and apply for any applicable
state, federal and private grants to
offset project costs and further spread
city funds

- The current 6-year CIP includes the fol-
lowing projects:

2017 / 2018 — Shepherd Park pavilion
painting and repair project,
$50,000
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2017 / 2018 — Ice Arena roof repair
project, $15,000

2017 / 2018 - Community Center
roof repair project, $150,000

2017 / 2018 — Community Center
HVAC repair project, $30,000

2018 / 2019 — Library roof repair pro-
ject, $165,000

2018 / 2019 — Community Center
HVAC repair project, $50,000

2019 / 2020 — Shepherd Park re-
stroom renovation project, $50,000

2019 / 2020 — Shepherd Park re-
stroom construction project,
$100,000

2021 / 2022 - Shepherd Park re-
stroom renovation project, $50,000

2021 / 2022 - Community Center
HVAC repair project, $50,000
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ADA COMPLIANCE STUDY

The City of Oak Park, Parks and Recreation Master Plan has formulated the following goals and objectives for the next five
years. The goals and objectives are broad enough to encompass the needs expressed from residents, community
stakeholders, City Officials, the Parks and Recreation Commission and staff. They also address observed deficiencies in the
recreation resources in the area, demographic trends, current growth and forecasted development, the area’s natural and
cultural resources, and recreation trends.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Accessibility Assessment

A critical component in planning for
recreation facilities is providing
barrier-free access in order to
accommodate the needs of all
people, including those with
disabilities. The ranking system by
the MDNR Guidelines (2009) was
used to evaluate the parks. The
ranking system ranges from 1-5 and is
as follows:

1) None of the facilities meet
accessibility guidelines.

2) Some of the facilities/park areas
meet accessibility guidelines.

3) Most of the facilities/park areas
meet accessibility guidelines.

4) The entire park meets accessibility
guidelines; and

5) The entire park was developed/
renovated using the principle of
universal design.

Each of the parks was evaluated
using this ranking system. The
specific elements reviewed included
parking, paths of travel from parking
to activity areas, activity areas, and
surfacing. Table 2 provides the result
of this assessment.

Table 2

Park

Rank

Description

Best Park

No accessible pathways or parking. Cannot accesses equipment or ball-
field

David H. Shepherd
Park

Multiple access points with accessible pathways throughout the park and
access to Shelter #1. Ample handicapped parking. However path does
not lead to playground equipment or other shelters. Nor is their access to
most of the grills, picnic tables, or Forbes Field.

Dewey Park

Open blacktop area is accessible with some of the play features. Howev-
er no trails or access to the swing sets, etc.

Harding Park

No parking, no ADA accommodations whatsoever

Jackson Park

Ample parking with sidewalk access, but there are no paths to the ball-
field or any other features

Key Park

There was extra rubberized paving that allows access to playscape and
swings. Parts of the playground equipment is outfitted with ADA ramps.
No path to adjacent ball field and some upkeep could be done on the
current paving

Lessenger Park

Only two handicap parking spots, otherwise no ADA features whatsoever.

Rothstein Park

Park is somewhat closed off, but there is ample parking when you find it.
Pathways are ample throughout the park and through the park structures
allowing access to most features. Could still update to newer more ADA
friendly playground equipment.

Tyler Park

The pathway is not easily accessible but it does run throughout most of
the open space in the park and runs closely to the ball fields. However it
does not lead you anywhere close to the playground equipment, making
it nearly impossible to reach.

Victoria Park

There are multiple accessible pathways with the whole playground being
paved with new, ADA surfacing. All equipment can be used and there is
also ample handicap parking. Pathway leads to the ballfield as well. The
newly renovated space used proper ADA guidelines when constructing
this park.
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Parks and Recreation Commission
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING JANUARY 17, 2018, AT COMMUNITY CENTER

I. Meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Alexander Simpson.
Il. Introductions: 11/15/2017

Members present: Mickey Alderman, Alexander Simpson, Diane Spiller, Beverly Wiggins, Dwight Thomas
Members excused: Councilmember Regina Weiss, Juanita Bell, Barbara Weiskopf, James Weiskopf
Members absent: Nathaniel Cobb, Mara Staller Starr
Ex-Oficio members present: None.
Staff members present: Laurie Stasiak
Guests present: None.

lll. Approval of minutes of Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting of 11/15/2017. No meeting in December, as quorum was not met.
Motioned by Dwight Thomas to ACCEPT.
Seconded by Mickey Alderman.
Corrections: None

IV. Council comments: None

V. Regular Business

A. Meeting dates changed with corrections, and committee availability

B. Special meeting of Commission will be at 6:00 p.m. on February 19, before regular City Council Meeting.
VI. Recreation updates: Recreation Director Laurie Stasiak

A. In partnership with Hazel Park and Ferndale, named the Tri-City Basketball League: games have started as of January 13. Oak Park has 7 teams in the league: two in
K-2" grade/total of 6 teams in league, two in 3-4" th_gth
in Southfield.

B. Spring and summer sports are open now for registration (soccer, baseball), in partnership with Hazel Park, Ferndale and Pleasant Ridge, named the Quad-City

grade/ 7 total teams in league, two in 5 grade/ 7 total teams in league, and one in 7"-8" grade, league is held
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League.

C. The Harriet Tubman performance on January 28 will require volunteers; Beverly Wiggins has volunteered and will take a greeter position from 2-3:30 p.m.

D. The Daddy Daughter Dance will be on February 11, and will require volunteers; Alexander Simpson, Diane Spiller, Mickey Alderman and Dwight Thomas have volun-
teered.

E. Winterfest will be held on February 18 and will require volunteers; Dwight Thomas, Diane Spiller and Alexander Simpson have volunteered, and Diane Spiller has
volunteered to bake cookies.

VII. New Business
Community Input Meeting — Thursday, November 16 - Review -Commissioners, Laurie

Oak Park High School Pool was discussed — Stan Trompeter, Executive Director of Oak Park Schools, was in attendance discussed school districts interest in finding out
the cost to repair the HS pool for future use.

A. Survey Questions — Questions and answers were discussed, and recommendations were taken to develop into goals and objectives from key
themes based on the public input sessions and survey

B. Goals/Objectives/Action Plan — based on the needs and ideas from residents and staff
C. Draft Master Plan available for public review from January 19 — February 19 at Recreation Office, City Hall, Library and the City Website

D. Public meeting will be held on February 19 during the city council meeting prior to adoption at same meeting

Motioned to ACCEPT (with amendments) by Mickey Alderman.
Seconded by Alexander Simpson.
PASSED.

VIIl. Announcements: None.

Motion to ADJOURN meeting by Dwight Thomas.

Seconded by Alexander Simpson.
Motion APPROVED.
Meeting ADJOURNED at 7:54 p.m.

Next meeting: February 21, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. in Room #4
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CITY OF OAK PARK, MICHIGAN
NOTICE TO PUBLIC
PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Oak Park’s Parks and Recreation
Master Plan (2018-2022) is available for public viewing. The five-year plan
details the City's plans for parks, facilities, capital improvements and pro-
grams. The public may view the plan at the Oak Park Recreation Depart-
ment, Oak Park Library, and Oak Park City Hall, or on the City's website at
www.OakParkMIl.gov. Public comments and suggestions are welcome. For
more information, please contact the Oak Park Recreation Department,
14300 Oak Park Blvd., Oak Park, MI, or call (248) 691-7576.



http://www.OakParkMI.gov
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CITY OF OAK PARK
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN (2018-2022)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Oak Park, Oakland
County, Michigan will hold a public hearing to receive comments on the pro-
posed Parks and Recreation Master Plan (2018-2022). The public hearing will be
held on Monday, February 19, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as can be
held, in the Council Chambers, 14000 Oak Park Boulevard, Oak Park, Michigan.

The Five-Year Plan details the City’s plans for parks, facilities, capital im-
provements and programs. A copy of the proposed Plan is available at: City
Clerk's Office, City of Oak Park, 14000 Oak Park Blvd., Oak Park, Michigan
48237, Telephone: (248) 691-7544; the Oak Park Recreation Department, 14300
Oak Park Blvd., Oak Park, Michigan 48237, Telephone: (248) 691-7555; Oak Park
Library, 14200 Oak Park Blvd., Oak Park, Michigan 48237, Telephone: (248) 691-
7480 or on the City's website at www.OakParkMI.gowv.

T. EDWIN NORRIS, CITY CLERK
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
'PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN (2013-20622)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Oak Park,

Oakland County, Michi | hoid to receive com-
unty oL bol da&ueatﬁl%?ster Pian (2018-

ments on pq‘s‘?d Parks
2022). The ubﬂe wﬂlbeheld on Mon February 19
at7.()|OPM.orassoonﬂ\ngreafterascanbeh IntheComcﬂdham

bers, 14000 Oak Park Boulevard, Oak Park, Mic

The Elve;YearPian detalls the C!ty's plans for parks, factlitiesiscaplta.l
rovemen

0 pecear city ot 5‘28%"" p'?uk el
Oak Park, ichigan 48237, ‘i‘elefhone: (248) 1-7544.

Recreation Departm Dak Park, Mlchi an
4&23!7, Tel (24&) 14200 Dak P'ﬁrk
Bhwd,, Oak: Michigan 48237 Telephone: (2 91-7480 or on the
cﬁty‘s website at www.oakPukM /4

T. Edwin Norris, City Clerk
Published: February 14, 2018
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