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Standing Tall, Big, Bright, Bold and Beautiful in Oak Park
When Oak Park City Manager Erik Tungate is asked why over 15,000 sunflowers, 44 sunflower beds, and 20 
planters were planted all throughout the City, he's known to say, "They make people happy!" Mr. 
Tungate was raised on the west side of the state where sunflower farms are quite common. He recalls how 
joyful they made him feel as a child and he wanted to bring that type of joy to the Oak Park community. 
"The sunflowers planted in Oak Park are meant to be bright, big, bold and beautiful symbols that stand tall 
and proud in the City of Oak Park," said City Manager Tungate. "They bring smiles to our 
community members and to all those who  visit." It didn't take long after City Manager Tungate 
planted the seed, for the Department of Public Works to launch the project. Department of Public 
Works Supervisor Gary Shermetaro volunteered to research flowers, species, soil, planting 
conditions, vendors, and more. He then coordinated the germination of the seeds as a teachable 
moment within nearly all the City's public schools. 
"He instantly took to it," said Assistant City Manager and Director of the Department of Public Works 
during a recent City Council meeting where Mr. Shermetaro was honored as Employee of the Month for his 
service to the City. "He's really contributed to what we have in this City and he's made it a great place 
to be." 
Students, teachers and residents nurtured the seeds until weather conditions were conducive to 
planting. The sunflowers were then planted into 44 flower beds on major thoroughfares, along 
key intersections, and on City property. They received daily nourishment and weekly doses of fertilizer. 
The City  wishes to thank the many members of the community who worked to make this 
project such a beautiful success. This includes our students, school administrators, teachers, staff 
and  vendors.
In addition to the sunflower beds, the City filled 20 planters with a beautiful array of flowers and 
ornate vegetables that bloom throughout September and October. Chief Designer Debbie 
Dombrowski and a staff of two from Eckert's Greenhouse in Sterling Heights spent several hours 
matching colors and textures. Ms. Dombrowski who has worked as a designer at several 
greenhouses and who took master gardening courses from Michigan State University chose taller 
Canna Lilies for their height. She added geranium, petunias and verbena for their robust and 
colorful flower. Ornamental kale and peppers added  texture, while tiny white flowers called Diamond 
Frost® and Million Bells® were paired. Welcome to Oak Park!

Erik Tungate
City Manager

As we say goodbye to another successful summer, 
I would like to use this opportunity to thank you 
for your support of our initiatives.  
In addition to your help with festivals and the 
Fourth of July parade, your support of our 
sunflower planting project has been truly 
remarkable.  While we tend to think of the big 
things making the most impact, it is truly 
amazing what something as simple as planting a 
flower can do to change perceptions and lift the 
spirits of an entire city.  
Beautification projects, like the sunflowers, are 
just a small part of our overall plan to beautify 
our commercial corridors and reduce blight.  
There will be more in the years to come.  
Please remember that you can be a part of the 
solution by helping us reduce trash and debris 
in your neighborhood and other public areas.  
We definitely cannot do this alone. 
Thank you for yet another great summer!

Planet Fitness Grand Opening 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Was 
Held on August 23
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General Election:  
Can a Straight Party 
Ticket Have an Impact 
on Length of Poll Lines?

At the time this newsletter to print, 
the ruling on whether November ballots will 
have a straight party ticket option is still 
being decided. 

In prior years, voters were given the option 
to vote straight party ticket, essentially 
having the ability to vote for every candidate 
within a particular party with one simple check 
on the ballot.  If voters are unable to cast a 
straight party vote, longer lines are expected 
at the polls.

What Measures 
Taken to Decrease Wait Times? 
Since the last Presidential Election, Oak Park made precincts 
smaller by increasing the number of voting precincts from 10 
to 16. In addition, the City has increased the number of voting 
booths in each precinct.  At the City's 10 busiest 
precincts, two laptops are now in place to process voters.

What Measures Can a Voter 
Take to Decrease Wait Times?
In the upcoming General Election, voters are 
encouraged to become familiar with the ballot choices by 
obtaining a sample ballot before  to the polls. A 
sample ballot can be obtained through the City 
Clerk's Office or online at www.Michigan.gov/Vote. If 
eligible, a voter can eliminate wait altogether by voting 
an Absent Voter Ballot.

Who is Qualified to 
Vote an Absent Voter's 
Ballot?
To vote in the City, an individual must be 
a United States citizen and a qualified and 
registered voter in the City of Oak Park. 
The following are considered valid reasons 
for requesting an Absent Voter's Ballot:

• 60 years of age or older;
• Physically unable to attend the polls 

without assistance;
• Appointed an election precinct 

inspector in a precinct other than the 
precinct where elector resides;

• Expects to be absent from the 
community on election day;

• Cannot attend the polls due to 
religious tenents; or

• Cannot attend polls due to 
confinement to jail while awaiting 
arraignment or trial. 

What is the Process of Obtaining an Absent Voter's Ballot?
Qualified voters (please refer to the checklist in the column to the right) may call or visit the City Clerk's Office to 
request an Absent Voter's Ballot Application. The City Clerk's Office mails the ballots during the first week of 
October to qualified voters who have submitted an application.

Here's What to Expect When Voting on Election Day
The polls will be open on Tuesday, November 8 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Voters are assigned a precinct based on 
their address. If an elector is unsure where to vote, either call the City Clerk's Office at (248) 
691-7544 or visit www.michigan.gov/vote.  When electors arrive at their polling location on Election Day, they'll 
be asked to show photo identification as required by Michigan election law; complete an application to vote; 
obtain a ballot from an Election Inspector; and be directed to a voting booth to vote in privacy. When finished 
voting, the voter feeds their ballot into the tabulator.

When is the Voter Registration Deadline?
In order to protect against being turned away at the polls, an individual will need to be registered as a voter by 
October 11. If a person is unsure of his or her voter registration status or whether their voter registration 
information is up-to-date, call (248) 691-7544 or visit www.michigan.gov/vote. 

For Further 
Assistance, Call

City Clerk's Office
(248) 691-7544
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Fall Event Schedule: Family-Friendly Festivities for One and All!



Community Happenings
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September 2016 Dates to Remember

September 2 – City Offices Closed (Friday)
September 4 – Oak Park Library Closed (Labor Day)
September 5 – Happy Labor Day!
September 5 – City Offices Closed (Labor Day)
September 5 – Oak Park Library Closed (Labor Day)
September 6 – City Council Meeting
September 6 – Independence Day Commission Meeting 
September 6 – Senior Free Day at the Detroit Zoo
September 6 – Artist Meet and Greet at City Hall
September 7 – Library Book Club Meeting
September 8 – Fall Adult Softball League Games Begin 
September 8 – Ethnic Advisory Commission Meeting
September 8-10 – Trash Collection Delayed One Day (Labor Day) 
September 11 – Patriot Day
September 11 – National Grandparents Day
September 12 – Planning Commission Meeting
September 12 – Emergency Services Council Meeting
September 12 – Friends of Oak Park Library Meeting
September 12 – October 17 – Free One-on-One Gadget Sessions 
September 15 – Senior Deferments Due
September 15 – Cooley Law School Estate Planning Clinic 
September 15-18 – Free Garage Sale Weekend
September 16 – Lunch Bunch: El Zocalo Mexican Restaurant 
September 16 – City Offices are Closed (Friday)
September 16 – Batman Day at the Library
September 16-18 – Haul Your Own Junk Away
September 18 – Electronic Recycling and Paper Shredding Event 
September 18 – Oak Park Historical Society Meeting
September 19 – Monday Movie Night at the Library (Ratchet & Clank) 
September 19 – City Council Meeting
September 20 – Michael Hauser “Grand Movie Palaces of Detroit” 
September 20 – Beautification Advisory Commission Meeting 
September 20 – Library Board of Directors Meeting
September 21 – Recreation Advisory Board Meeting
September 21 – Communications Commission Meeting 
September 21 – Themed Bingo – Celebrate Autumn
September 22 – First Day of Autumn
September 24 – Public Safety Open House
September 25 – Oak Park Punt, Pass and Kick Event
September 26 – Public Safety Retirement System Meeting 
September 27 – Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
September 28 – Summerfest Meeting
September 28 – 50 Up Club Membership Birthday Party 
September 28 – Arts and Cultural Commission Meeting 
September 30 – Karate Registration Begins
September 30 – City Offices Closed (Friday)

Mayor
Marian McClellan
Mayor Pro Tem

Carolyn Burns
Council Members

Kiesha Speech
Solomon Radner

Ken Rich
City Manager

Erik Tungate

October 2016 Dates to Remember

October 1 – Oak Park Low Cost Pet Vaccination Clinic
October 3 – First Day to Obtain Cat and Dog License Tags
October 3 – Winter Youth Sport Registration Begins
October 3 – City Council Meeting
October 3-9 – Michigan Libraries for Life Display
October 5 – Library Book Club Meeting
October 10 – Columbus Day
October 10 – Voter Registration Deadline for November General Election
October 10 – Planning Commission Meeting
October 10 – Emergency Services Council Meeting
October 10 – Friends of the Oak Park Library Meeting
October 10 – Oak Park Library Closed (In-Service)
October 13 – Ethnic Advisory Commission Meeting
October 13– Touch a Truck with Public Safety Director Steve Cooper
October 14 – Princess Fall Color River Boat Tour
October 14 – City Offices Closed (Friday)
October 16 – Oak Park Historical Society Meeting
October 17 – Curbside Leaf Collection Begins
October 17 – Monday Movie Night at Library (Star Wars: The Force Awakens)
October 17 – City Council Meeting
October 17-18 – AARP Smart Driver Course
October 18 – Library Board of Directors Meeting
October 19 – Recreation Advisory Board Meeting
October 19 – Communications Commission Meeting
October 20 – Recycling & Environmental Conservation Commission Meeting 
October 20 – Corridor Improvement Authority Board Meeting
October 20-21 and 23-24 – Fall Friends of the Library Book Sale
October 24 – Employee’s Retirement System Meeting
October 24 – Public Safety Retirement System Meeting
October 25 – Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
October 26 – Pumpkin Painting for All Ages
October 26 – Arts and Cultural Commission Meeting
October 28 – City Offices Closed (Friday)
October 31 – Halloween Boo Bash
The City Clerk's Office is now taking applications for individuals interested in 
open positions as Commissioners on the City's Boards and Commissions.  For 
more information, call Cherilynn Brown at (248) 691-7542.




