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The work that provided the basis for this publication was supported by funding under an award with
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The substance and findings of the work ave
dedicated to the public. The author and publisher ave solely vesponsible for the accuracy of the statements
and interpretations contained tn this publication. Such interpretations do not necessarily veflect the
veews of the Federal Government.
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An excellent example of successful regional coordination, Souhegan Valley Rides is a dial -a-
ride demand response bus service. In 2014, the service was extended to six communities.

Above, Deborah Daniels of Wilton catches a ride, surrounded by Wilton and transit officials.




A Primer
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Pull up a comfortable chair. Grab a cup of coffee (preferably one of those frothy ones with an overly complicated name) and
settle in. We have a story we would like to share with you.

This document is a plan for your region, or more specifically a blueprint for the future of the Nashua Region. Chances are yout
work in, shop, or go to school in a community outside of your own. A regional plan is helpful because if recognizes that many
issutes, problems and opportunities aren’t confined by municipal boundaries. Transportation networks, housing and economic
opportunities, and environmental issues know no borders. When one community suffers, all commumnities in a region feel the
effects, and when one succeeds, all reap the benefits.

To develop this plan, we pored over a lot of data. But more importantly, we spent a lot of time talking to youw, to your neigh-
bors and fo your local and state officials. If you are like most of the people we talked with, you really like living heve. And at
ifs most basic, this plan sfrives to protfect and enhance those qualities that make the region so special. It also offers strategies
for addressing concerns or potential shortcomings, both current and forecast, and seeks to ensure that all vesidents, regardless

of where they live, enjoy access fo opportunities to prosper and participate fully in community and regional discussions.

This plan recognizes that government alone can’t solve problems. Indeed, communities work best when citizens themselves are
empowered fo effect positive change. In recognizing that the most successful places ave those where government works together
with members of the business and philanthropic communities and residents of all backgrounds to accomplish shared goals,

the planners behind this document engaged with all of those partners to craft regional goals and strategies.

“Your seat Is ready.
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While this plan includes a vast amount of information, we do hope that one particular message resonates above all others.
There is always a seaf for you at the table. Whatever your skills or interests, and irvespective of your education, background,
ot politics, your community benefits, and your region benefits, when you step forward and contribute your time, talents and

input. This plan does not claim to have a monopoly on good ideas nor should it signify a break or cessation in the dialogue.

This conversation is not ending; it’s just beginning.




Why Plan?

7KH VLJQ DW WKH HQWUDQFH WR *UHHOH\ 3DUN LQ 1DVKXD SL
(QMR\ 1DWXUHu DQG UHVLGHQWY RI WKH UHJLRQ KDYH FOHDUCQ(

serves as regional recreational and gathering place, particularly during warm summer days.




