
2/2/23, 3:02 PM Life is Good to consolidate operations to new Hudson building | Business | unionleader.com

https://www.unionleader.com/news/business/life-is-good-to-consolidate-operations-to-new-hudson-building/article_353339b3-62cd-5b99-8319-a77d5a… 1/3

https://www.unionleader.com/news/business/life-is-good-to-consolidate-operations-to-new-hudson-
building/article_353339b3-62cd-5b99-8319-a77d5a73f007.html

Life is Good to consolidate operations to new Hudson building
By Jonathan Phelps Union Leader Staff
Feb 1, 2023

An overhead view of the entire development. 

Privacy  - Terms

Showing

https://www.unionleader.com/users/profile/Jon%20Phelps
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.unionleader.com/overhead-view/image_003e674f-2dbb-51d7-ac8f-b7f1ad0a217b.html
https://www.unionleader.com/life-is-good-new-warehouse/image_d0939c9d-1eaf-53f8-ac46-eaf7d7c636a4.html
https://www.unionleader.com/patio-for-employees/image_c297650c-5683-5983-8705-e84961ca48ea.html


2/2/23, 3:02 PM Life is Good to consolidate operations to new Hudson building | Business | unionleader.com

https://www.unionleader.com/news/business/life-is-good-to-consolidate-operations-to-new-hudson-building/article_353339b3-62cd-5b99-8319-a77d5a… 2/3

Life is Good, the clothing company known for its quirky stick-�gure logo, plans to consolidate its

warehouse and manufacturing operations from four separate buildings to one space in Hudson.

The company now operates out of four different warehouses in Hudson and Massachusetts, which

makes for ine�cient operations, Life is Good President Tom Hassell told the Planning Board on Jan.

11. The company will still have an o�ce in Boston. 

“Over the years our business has grown and changed and very rapidly in the last �ve years,” he said.

“As a result, we’ve taken additional space almost on an emergency basis over the last few years.”

The company brings in $150 million in annual revenue. 

Printing, storage, shipping and special projects are all happening in different buildings, which will all

be placed under one roof, Hassell said. 

“That is the opposite of e�cient,” he said.

Other functions in the building will include �nance, customer care and photography.

Life is Good is best known for its apparel and message of optimism. It was founded by brothers Bert

and John Jacobs in 1994.

Life is Good will own the building in partnership with GFI Partners, a Boston-based real estate �rm

with properties across New England. The 504,000-square-foot Friars Drive Industrial Facility is

located at 48 Friars Drive and is the last remaining vacant parcel in the Sagamore Industrial Park.

Life is Good will take up 75% of the building with the remaining 126,000 square feet to be leased to

another tenant.

Hayley Palazola, vice president of development for GFI, told the Planning Board that the company

decided to break ground on the building without a tenant lined up. That’s what happened with Life is

Good, she said.

Life is Good plans to have about 200 warehouse workers and 15 o�ce staff over two shifts,

according to the application. Approximately eight trucks will drive in and out every day.



2/2/23, 3:02 PM Life is Good to consolidate operations to new Hudson building | Business | unionleader.com

https://www.unionleader.com/news/business/life-is-good-to-consolidate-operations-to-new-hudson-building/article_353339b3-62cd-5b99-8319-a77d5a… 3/3

Jon Phelps

The second tenant, which remains unknown, is estimated to have 88 employees over three shifts

based on the building size.

The project was approved in March 2022 with 104 loading dock doors, 46 trailer slops and 366

parking spaces, according to the application. No major changes have been made to the exterior,

including its height of 54 feet.

The following changes were approved by the Planning Board earlier this month:

• Remove 38 loading dock doors.

• Add 70 employee parking spaces with new landscaping for a total of 436 spaces.

• Add 19,320 square feet of o�ce space for a total building square footage of 523,320 square feet.

• Add a landscaped area with brick pavers in the front of the building to be used by employees.

Life is Good moved its operation from Derry to a 144,000 square-foot building at 15 Hudson Park

Drive in Hudson in August 2005. The company at �rst contracted with the Shirt Factory on Kendall

Pond Road in Derry before buying the company earlier that year.

"Hudson has been an excellent home since we arrived in 2005," Hassell said in an email to the Union

Leader. "We’re grateful to be a part of this community and didn’t think twice about keeping our

factory and distribution center here."

Life is Good hopes to move into the new space in late fall. 

“We are moving as fast as we can to get these guys into their new home as soon as possible so they

can continue to operate e�ciently,” Palazola said.
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