
Minutes of Souhegan River Local Advisory Committee 
Police Station, Milford New Hampshire 

September 16, 2021 

 

In attendance were members Cory Ritz (New Ipswich), Bill Mahar (Wilton), 
Celeste Barr (Milford), Peter Howd (Wilton), George May (Merrimack), Marshall 
Buttrick (Greenville), and Kleta Dudley (New Ipswich).   

Approval of Minutes -August 2021 minutes approved.  

New Business 

River’s Edge, Wilton- Saturday September 2 there was a site walk of this 
proposed development.  A Shoreland and AoT permit will be needed.  We feel 
SoRLAC cannot comment on this project until have been given permits to 
review.  Cory did write a letter with comments which is included at the end of 
these minutes.   Peter will forward Cory’s site walk report to individuals in 
Wilton and add a comment to explain that we will comment later when we have 
been presented plans and permits to review. 
 
NHDOT- Nashua-Manchester, #40818 (Capitol Corridor Rail) The project 
proposes the extension of MBTA commuter rail services from Lowell, MA to 
Manchester, NH.  The majority of  work will be within an existing rail 
line/embankment.  Preliminary design of the project is ongoing and impacts 
have yet to be identified.  It is anticipated that impacts may result from 
vegetation clearing, bridge/culvert rehabilitation and/or replacement, grade 
crossings, and track upgrades. 
 
Nelson contacted Cory noting that the NHDOT was working on the rail corridor.  
Discussion followed on how expanding the rail corridor might affect the River.  
It is proposed that there will be 2 stops in Nashua, 1 in Bedford and 1 or 2 in 
Manchester.  Marshall noted that for those in the western part of the Souhegan’s 
watershed, we have always had rail service to Boston available to us from 
Fitchburg, MA. 
 



Watershed Management Planning-We had a brainstorming session discussion 
addressing the benefits of the River and our concerns about the future of the 
River.  The purpose was to determine where we wanted to focus our 
Management Plan.   
 
A picture is worth a 1,000 words  
 

 
 
There was a short discussion on who owned which easement on Rt. 31 South 
between Highway 101 and Greenville.  Cory told the group that in a discussion 
with Tracie, she had mentioned that we could apply to Antioch University for 
help with mapping using some of DES’s monies.  Discussion followed on what 
that mapping would entail.  They also discussed the importance of protecting 
adjacent properties in tributaries that would most likely be outside of the State’s 
protected shorelines. 
 
We want our Management Plan to be something that we can enforce and 
therefore need to have towns incorporate it into their Master Plans.  We will need 
to identify the stakeholders in the plan. 
 
NHDES instream flow study of Cold River- There will be a presentation held 
Monday, September 27, 2021 at 7:00p.m. at Alstead Town Hall.  Background 
information can be found in the video about the New Hampshire Instream Flow 



Program.  Additional information is available on the NHDES Instream Flow 
Program webpage. 
 
Nisa Marks has joined the Rivers Management and Protection Program as the 
Rivers and Lakes Programs Assistant.  And in case you missed it in the agenda 
that Cory sent out, Nisa comes with experience working with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, as a legislative aide with the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives, as a co-founder of not-for-profit organizations supporting 
community activism, and with an expected Master’s degree in Government from 
Harvard University Extension School. 
 
Local Updates 
 
Souhegan Watershed Association-The website is up and running. 
Souheganriver.org 
Peter Z the young man who facilitated this has moved to Maine but has 
continued to assist in getting the website up and running.  Water quality data 
information will be posted, and new ideas are welcome.  George stressed the 
need to revitalize the organization. 
 
New Ipswich-nothing to do with River but Conservation Commission is looking 
at properties they would like to see protected. 
 
Greenville-Nothing to report 
 
Wilton-Already covered 
 
Milford-A fish analysis was done on the River stretching from approximately the 
Veteran’s Bridge down to where the Fletcher’s Paint Works was located on 
August 17th and 18th.  Data will be available in a few months on EPA webpage.  
Celeste has asked that results be mailed to her.  Celeste noted the new 
Amphitheater that has been built on the old Fletcher’s Paint site.  She also noted 
that she had discovered a “secret” viewing platform hidden near the cemetery 
with an excellent view of the river.  She surmises it was probably built as a boy 
scout project, but it has a very substantial set of steps to the tiny platform.  
 
Celeste forwarded articles of archeological interest which I have included at the 
end of these minutes.  



 
Amherst- They are doing additional e-coli testing on Beaver Brook and another 
unnamed stream. 
 
Merrimack- Sidewalk proposals have been reviewed and approved. 
 
Next Meeting is October 21, 2021 at Milford Police Station  

Submitted by Kleta Dudley, sec. Sept. 20, 2021  

 

Souhegan	River	Local	Advisory	Committee	(SoRLAC)	

TO:	Town	of	Wilton	Planning	Board,	Michele	Decoteau	

FROM:	Cory	Ritz,	SoRLAC	chairman		

DATE:	August	28,	2021	

SUBJECT:	Requested	SoRLAC	review	of	River’s	Edge	subdivision	

SoRLAC	is	providing	these	comments	per	your	request	on	the	River’s	Edge	Subdivision.	As	
you	are	likely	aware,	the	Souhegan	River	is	a	designated	river	and	a	major	activity	of	
SoRLAC	is	to	advise	municipalities	within	the	Souhegan	River	drainage	area	on	matters	
pertaining	to	the	management	of	the	river.	In	addition,	SoRLAC	will	review	and	comment	
on	permits	for	actions	within	a	quarter	mile	of	the	Souhegan	River.	This	review	is	
preliminary	and	may	change	as	more	details	are	relayed	to	SoRLAC	through	a	permit	
application.		

SoRLAC	met	on	August	19	and	discussed	this	project.	SoRLAC	briefly	reviewed	plans	but	
did	not	complete	an	in-depth	review	of	the	project	during	the	meeting.	These	are	broad	
perspective	and	some	brainstormed	insights.	SoRLAC	identified	areas	for	further	
consideration	and	concerns	given	the	size	of	the	project	and	proximity	to	the	Souhegan	
River.	These	include:	

• Alternations	to	drainage	
• Site	management	issues	
• River	/	riparian	corridor	management	



The	proposed	alterations	to	drainage	are	substantial.	The	hilly	terrain	(Figure	1),	presence	
of	intermittent	streams,	and	wetlands	indicates	the	Souhegan	River	will	be	receiving	

modified	flows.		

	These	altered	flow	volumes	should	be	addressed	in	the	
stormwater	management	plan.	However,	given	the	
amount	of	excavation	and	changes	SoRLAC	is	concerned	
about	storm	flows	and	runoff	management	relocated	
into	the	hillside	above	the	river.	The	proposed	road	and	
houses	will	bisect	a	relatively	steep	slope	and	be	
constructed	near	wetland	buffers.	Water	concentrated	
due	to	the	management	of	impervious	surfaces	and	the	
influx	of	urban	runoff	such	as	salt,	fertilizers	and	
pesticides	have	the	potential	to	degrade	water	quality.	
SoRLAC	also	noted	the	lack	of	a	snow	management	plan	
to	effectively	plow	to	into	areas	where	snowmelt	is	not	
a	direct	flow	into	the	river.		

SoRLAC	also	discussed	the	changes	to	the	riparian	
habitat	and	the	potential	harmful	effects	development	in	
the	riparian	zone	can	have.	This	is	demonstrated	in	

Figure	2	where	every	additional	foot	can	provide	ecosystem	services	to	help	maintain	a	
healthy	river	and	riparian	corridor.	The	project	will	place	structures	and	development	
within	areas	known	to	help	contribute	to	a	healthy	river.	

	
Figure	2	Buffer	widths	and	benefits	(adopted	from	Introduction	to	Riparian	Buffers	for	the	Connecticut	River	Watershed)	

Figure	1	Detailed	terrain	of	approximate	
project	area	



Lastly,	SoRLAC	would	like	to	request	a	site	visit	tour	for	September	with	the	hope	to	
address	and	inquire	about	some	of	these	concerns	with	town	officials	and/or	the	site	
owners	and	project	leads.		SoRLAC	remains	committed	to	help	protect	the	Souhegan	River	
and	its	shorelands	through	our	local	partnerships	with	watershed	towns	and	their	citizens.	

.  

 

   









 


